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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Persia. 


Parr XI. 


[H 7517/2/34] No. 1. 


un Mr. Norman to Barl Curzon—(Received July 1.) 
0. 58, 
y Lord, Tehran, May 1, 1921. 

WITH reference to recent telographio correspondence, I haye the honour to submit, 
for your Lordship's information, eopies of memoranda of the 16th, 20th and 1st April, 
from the Political Officsr at Kazvin, together with copies of a Russian newspaper, 
< Kerasny| Tran” (“Real Persia”),* ai of i Perslan newapaper, Tran-tSurkh” ("Red 

ersia "), 

‘Tho enclosures to the last two memoranda contain abstract translations of somo of 
tho contents of these papers, which are, as their names show, published for the purpose 
of propagating Bolshevik doctrines, 

T can discover no indication of the place where the Russian paper is printed, but it 
ia evidently published for circulation in Persia, and one of its numbers) bears « date 
subsequent to that of the signature of the Trade Aureement between Great Britain and 
the Soviet Government, which has thus been violated, while all, I think, are subsequent 
to that of the Russo-Persian ‘Treaty, 

The Soviet Government would certainly deny responsibility for the Persian paper, 
which is published at Resht, and, though it is very evident ‘hat it ib under Russian 
influence and encouraged by Russian agents, it would riot bo ensy to establish the 
responsibility of the Soviet Government, 

The “Krasnyi Iran” stands on a different footing, and might well be mado) the 
subject of a communication to the Russian Soviet Goverament. 


Thaye, &c, 
HN 


(ORMAN. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 1, 


Memorandum, 
Kazvin, April 16, 1921. 
THE “Trun-i-Surkh,” a Persian paper published in Resbt, in the eourse of a notice 
by the “Central Revolutionary Committee for the Freeing of Persia” thanking the 
public for Nouruz congratulations, says:— 


“We hope that in the very near future we shall offer our congratulations on the 
reat festival of the hoisting of the banner of the Red revolution in the capital of Persia, 

Rhran, to all our revolutionary comrades and workers of the world, We hope that 

‘tho coming year will be reckoned among the principal historical years of the world.” 


‘The date of the paper is 8th Hamal (28th March), over a month after the Perso- 
Russian, Treaty. : 
. L EDMONDS, Major, ; 
Political Oficor, Kasvin. 


—————— 


* Not printed, { 
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Enclosure 2 in No, 1, 


Memorandum, 
Kazvin, April 20, 192) 
ze I FORWARD Hereynth copies Nos. 42, 39, 38, 27, 34, 312, Aerie eats 
‘usdian newspaper, “ Krasnyi Iran," the official organ of the political di 

the “Persian Army,” They were handed to een the gso, Eos Gis 
explanatory memorandum is attached), by order of the General Officer Commanding, 
in connection with recent, correspondence between you and Norperforce headquarters, 
‘The extract marked (d) is the only one subsequent to the date of the signature of the 
Anglo-Russian Agreement, which | understand to be the 16th March. 


C. 1. EDMONDS, Major, 
Political Oficer, Kasvin, 


Annex to Enclosure No, 2, 
Tough Préciv of Articles in“ Kraenyi Tran" (' Ited Persia”), 


(a) No. 21 of Mareh 7. 

We continue to hear news of agitation amongst the Persian and British trooy 

We know as a fact that the orsign masses are rusted with the habe caw 
Government: and with the Betis, ‘Che insolent dominance of the Britis and the 
sent ofthe Shah hin Govern have on he Pariah seed tint for 
rood, 

Tora th Bein ty to quonol this thee tho’ more’ will it, grow, (AR: pro= 
Novi lticiuinaxiee guest lhare)earncdrhnel Gieistdesizaarandl bere tease tn 
thotteelyeu te hatred ofall Peralane eign Gage a) 

Mk Porsint vin through against this bloody quarrel, 


‘The day is near when the fire of world revolution will extend to the juwel of 
Bast —Tndin, jowel of the 


(b) No. 17 of Rebruary 28. 
Leading urticle on the fall of Georgin, describing it as a new buse. for operations i 
her Tast Ry neaan'ot the Soviet nuniys (ua aratee GE revAlGtoH) willtbewwi bree et 


Near Hast and through revolutionary Azerbaijan and Persia it will flow on itil it 
reughios India,” 


(6) No. 27 of March 16, 
Under heading“ Our tasks in Peruia,” proclaroation posted up in town [? Reaht]: 


1, The driving out of the British fiom Persia, 
‘The Voposing of the Shah and hia Ministers, 
8, ‘The handing over of authority to thie people, &c, 


(4) No, 42 of Aprit 3. 

Letter, addressed tu the “Young Persian Warrior” saying that the d t the 
East is now open. ‘The word “ eure is used, Guana Ra the Buti ee It 
nds: ‘and T already seo the Red flag’ waving ver the capital of the Shab.” 


(0.) In an article entitled" Rormerly and Now,” tho following sentence = We know! 
that our objective is to freo the Persians from the foreign yoke—English capitalism,” 


nclosure 3 in No. 1. 


. Memorandum. 
e P % Kazvin, April 21, 1921: 
IN contisuation of my memorandum of yesterday's date, and by direotion of the 
General Officor Commanding, I forward herewith No. 6 of the 27th March and 
No.7 of the Sist March, of the Persian newspaj isSurkh” (‘Red Persia”), the 
fcil organ of the Revolutionary Comuttes of Glan. This being vo, it would not be 
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to prove that it containg Russian propagandl though we know thats Russians 
‘and the Persian revolutionaries are. identified with each other in Gilan. Indeed, these 
papers contain internal evidence that this is 80, «g., where Thsanallah and Khaly Queban 
fre described as attondiag the Nauruz parade with the Commander-in-chief, Gikala, 
Who made the first speech, Gikalo is, of course, the Russian XIth Army, offioar 
conimanding in Gilan, ‘The same article describes how regiwents of Persians atid 
Russians and Azerbajjanis took part in the march past. : 
Copy No. 6 contains, among othor articles of the usual revolutionary type 


1, The announcement respecting the esptire of ‘Tehran, already reported in ay 
memorandum of the 16th April 
2. Along article’ entitled le ‘Unhoped-for ‘chatiges ; or, the latest trick of the English.” 
Fyerybody knows, it says, how perfidious and treacherous’ ahd covetous and ambitions 
for supremacy the Euglish are, They specially want to' make Persia ono of their 
ions, and make their influence felt in various ways in order to reach their objuots, 
They supported ths Constitutionalsts, and-at the samo time evged on the Russians to 
bombard the Medjliss and the shrine at Meshed, and to bang Suqqetl-Islam of Tabriz, 
Sniyid Zia vias sent to Baku as Vusuq-ud-Dauleh’s principal propagandist for! the 
fement, and he has now ueospted money from the English te dress himeelf- up in the 
fothes of democracy, ‘The Persian revolutionaries wil be kept awake by the blows of 
the Russian revolution, Down with the English ! &, 
Copy No. 7 contains :— 
3, The same announcement 4s (1). 
4 A crude carton representing « Bitish soles bullying the Shai into signing 
‘tho agreement, while His Majesty’ protesta he is prevented by thie Red revolution, 
A translated extract from the “ Krainyi Iran,” No, 0, reporting & speech by 
Alisabi, and containing the phrase :— 
“Phe Russian and Azerbaijan commdes are ready to help by, Aghting the Englinbi” 


G, T, EDMONDS; Major, 
Political Officer, Kasvin. 





[1B 7506/2/34) No, 2. 
Mr, Norman. to Harl Gurson.—(Reeaivod July 1.) 


(ua oe. ery Confidential.) ' 
fy Lord, Tehran, May 4,192. 
T HAVE the ‘honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith  summmony 
translation, prepared by Mr. Smart, Oriontal Secretary of this Legation, of  telogrim, 
dated the 12th April’ last, addressed by Muuzziz-ud-Dowleh, Porsinn conknl-generil at 
‘Tila, to the Persian Prime Miniater and communicated to me by hin Highness, ( 

‘When the Russian Bolsheviks occupied Tiflis, Muszziz-ud-Dowleh stayed on for w 
time to protect the interests of the Porsian community. Ho was then requosted to 
‘come to Tehran in order to report to the Persian Goyerament. While at Bakn he had 
interviews with various Persian revolutionaries, with Narimanof, the nominal head of 
‘the Azerbaijan Government, and with the Russian official who has been appointed 
Counsellor to. the Russian ‘Soviet, Legation at Tehrun, ‘The substance’ of thei 
conversations is reported in the telegram, which shows, sous of thé difficulties 
conftonting the Persian Government in Ghilan and Azerbaijan, Now and then it suits 
fhe Russian Government to disclaim any connection with tho Soviet’ Republic 

‘med last June in Ghilan, and with the Republic of Azerbaijan, There cat, 
‘owever, ba no doubt that but for Russian encouragement aud support, these two 
so-called Governments would not have taken up arms against Porsia, 

‘At the present tine the front oppeite to that recently taken over by the Persian 
Cossacks from the British troops is held by a heterogenvoiys foree including 400 Russians 
of the Sovist regular atmy who ato themselves welll disciplined ind who exercise is 
severe control over @ band of Persians, Caucasians and Azerbajjanis,. The British 
military officers serving with the Persian Cossacks do not regard this forew, though’ at 
Teast tivice as numerous as their own and better armed, as at all formiduble, 

‘The Riissian Government have, as a rule, disclaimed any: control over it and have 
rebommended the Persian Government to coma) ti terms with the Government of 
‘Azerbaijan with w view to tbe cessation of the so-called Hostlitien. “On the ether band, 
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the Reissinn Soviet: Minister, when lately passing, through Mestied on his way to 
Tehran, assured His Majesty's consul-general ‘that this fureé would be withdrawn 
within’ twenty-four hours of the evacuation of Persia by the British troops, and 
hitherto all the attempts of the Persian Government. to make an arrangement with 
Azerbaijan, bave beon met hy the latter with w statement tht nothing detnite could be 
Aeoided until the Russian Soviet Goverment had been consulted, and yet, when the 
Persian Government address the Russian Government regarding the hostile attitude of 
Azerbaijan, ‘the latter deny their own right to interfere syith the acts of a free and 
independent: State. ‘The ‘insincerity of ‘the Russian Soviet Government in this 
connection is therefore manifest, 

.,, A® regards Narimanof’s complaint that Persia had concluded a commercial treaty 
with Russia, thereby infringing the treaty concluded Inst year between Persia and 
Azarbaijan, according to which Azerbaijan was to enjoy « monopoly of Persian exports, 
I would observe that this allegation is unfounded, as the latter treaty was never ratiGed 
and consequently did not come into force, the Bolsheviks having overrun Azerbaij 
and occupied Baku shortly after the treaty was drawn up, upsetting the Government 
with whom it had been negotiated by the present Persian Prime Minister himself: 

Thave, &e. 
H, NORMAN. 


Enclosure in No, 2. 
Persian Consul-Géneral, Tiftis, to Prime Minister. 


7” {Simmary.] 
(Teagan 7 Ardebil, Aprit 12, 1921, 

THE first part of the telegram deals with the recent history of the Caucasus, the 
Russian conyuest of Armenia and Georgia. Munsiiz-ud-Dowleh, after the evacuation 
of Tiflis by the Georgian Government and Allied representatives, remained behind to 
Jook after the nunierons Persian colony, 

Representatives of some of the independent States firmerly included in the 
Russian Empire, wich os Finland, Lithuania, Esthonia, Latvia, ‘also remained; 
representatives of Switzerlind, Sweden, Holland and Belgium also remained; repre- 
sentatives of Italy and Germany left consuls behind. Representative of France asked 
Munzziz-iid-Dovwleh to look after the intorests of French citizens, 

After: the Bolshevik: opeupation Muazziz-ul-Dowleh visited chief of Georgian 
Revolutionary Committee, installed by the Bolshuviks, who aloo held the post of 
Commissioner for Foreign Atiits, ‘The latter assured him of the Bolsheviks’ goodwill 
and said he hud received instructions from high quarters to that affect. 

Having received aummons to Tehran, he left Mirza Ahmed Khan in charge and 
procweded to Baku. While. there he received reports trom Mirza Ahmed Khan to the 
afloct that the Bolshovies wore bubaving well to Persidns aad that. Haider Khan ‘Aenn 
‘Ughli bad come to ‘fis trom Baku and formed a branch of the 'Tdalat from Persians, 
Aud was eng propaganda, Their object is to stir up trouble in Persian 
Azerbaijan, and) for thie puspose, they are coutirually despatching propagandists and 
spending considerable sums of money, " Apparently they are meeting with considerable 
sucoess, Haider Khan visited Mirza Ahmial Khan soveral times and openly announced 
his intention, of sticring up a reyolution in Persia and dstablishing there a Soviet 
Goverment, When it wus pointed out to him that this policy would result in the 
ruin of Pervia at the hauda of Rusaian forces, he stated that the 'Tdalat Committeo 
had arranged with the Soviet authorities to effect revolution in Persia without the 
intervention of Russian troops, If, in the midat of such a revolution, Russian troops 
‘should oncrouch on Persia, the Persian revolutionaries are under an obligation to oppose 
the Russian troops. | When Sardar Muhy, Khalu Qorban, Haji Muhammed Jaafer and 
Hisabi some tine ago came to Baku to obtain military support from the Government of 
Azerbaijan, that Government at first promised assistatice, but, Haider Khan, in. the 
course if 4 council between the above and Russian and Azerbaijan representatives, 
openly opposed the despatch of troops to Ghilan. He pointed out that the Ghilanis 
had welcomed the Red army on its first arrival but had been so dis 


ted by the 
conduct of the Red soldiern that, at the time of the tomporury withdrawal from Wecht, 
they liwd poured boiling water on the retreating Red soldiers. Haider Khan, pointed 
out that the despatch of troops not only sarved no useful purpose but tumed the 
Persians against. the Russians and damaged the fundamental revolutionary oljecta 


in view. 
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Munzziz-ud-Dowleh expresses the opinion that the Russian attinide of ubstinti 
and entrusting revolutionary work to Persian elementa is temporary. Essential 
Rassia object is, under the’ disguise of freedom, to establish their influency in Persia 
and the East, Nothing will protest the peoples of the Kast from the reactionary aud. 
-conquering intentions of the present Russian Government, which are’ stronger’ than 
those of the ancien régime, except the organisation of forces and national defence, 

In view of the fet that Mushawer-ul-Mamlik had previously discussed with: the 
Azerbaijan. wthorities the question off the dissolution of the Ghilau Republic, 
Muszziz-ud-Dowleh discussed! the matter with those authorities. It beeame clear to 
him that their intention was to procrastinate, ‘They said thnt, as the forces in Ghilin 
wert’ Azerbaijani, the Persian Government must enter into negotiations and make ant 
agreement with’ the Azerbaijan’ Government, Narimanof, nominal head of the 
‘Azerbaijan Government, said that Azerbaijan hid a. treaty giving it the monopoly of 
Persian commerce. According to thab agreement all exports from Persia, should bo 

ven to Azerbaijan. Only the exoess over local needs was to be sent to Russia, 
Nasinanot adisd;: “Now Cheththny, Rosin hiesmade «corel trary th 
ersiat,” A 

Natimanof aloo stated that the Petsian Government must give guuranteon that it 
‘the Azerbaijan foroes evacuated Ghilan, the British army would niot meuace the 
Gampan andthe porte of Avatinjan andl /nit: tale tho plsod of cabin toon ab 

ized 

Muazviz-ud-Dowleh pointed ont that the Persian Government, in apite of the 
unfriendly attitude of the Azerbaijan Government, bud allowed commercial communica 
tions between Persia and Azerbaijan and had maintained w generally friendly attitude, 
Moreover, the question of the conclusion of a commercial treaty hud nothing to do with 
the evacnation of Enzsli and Resht. He pointed ont: that Musbaiyer-ul-Mamuaek:hiad 

ven guarantécs to. Narimanof wearding any, forsign menace to the Caspian, but thut 
Racimanof after delaying him for some tino nt, Baku, had nt lust replied: that che 
wuestion of the evacuation inust be discussed at Moscow. Muszziz-nd-Dowlch added 

nit, if this menuce was the only objection to the evacuation, he could again obtain the 
nesenary guarantees from the Reman Govemment,  Narimanof save 4 vagus mpl, 
indicating that he was. powerless, and giving the impression that he anerely wished to 
procrastinate, s i 

Counsollor and secretary of the Soviet Russian Legation at ‘Telicwn called on 

Muazzisud-Dowleh and said’ that Rothstein was waiting in 'Tahqubad for pormiasion to, 
woceed to Tehran, Rothstein had sent them to discuss the nutter with Muariz-uel. 
wwleh, ‘The latter replied that, before the dissolution of the Ghilan Republio and, the 
evavuation of Ghilay, he doubted whether the Persian’ Government could, arrange tho 
Journey of Rothstein and hia staff. Muazeizid-Dowleh showed the counsellor a 
telegram from Musbawer-ul-AMunalek, expreming nurrisg that, jn spite of nie 
precise instructions, the Ghilan Republic had not been dissolved. Munuidsud-Dowleh 
added that, in spite of all this, he woulil communicate the counsellor's reprientations 
to the Persian Government and aoquaint him with whatever answer might: be received, 
Coutsellor ‘said that the evacuation of Ghilin und the dissolution of the Gbil 
Republic were questions concerning the Azerbaijan Government aud inrelovant to Russi 
Mission, If the Persian Govarument: makes thé evacuation, &o., a condition of thei 
reception, it_would have been better if Mushawer-el-Mainlole hud said so in Moscow. 
Muszziz-nd-Dowleh replied that the Persian Government knew quite well that the 
sirmy in Ghilan was Russian, and enquired why, if the evacuation, &., was metély’ an 
‘Azerbaijani question, Mosoow had issued energetio instruotions for thie wyacuation, ko, 
Besides, five months ago, the Azerbaijan Government had referred Mushayer-ul- 
Manialck to Moscow, Now that Mushawer bad concluded an agreement with Mosaiw 
for the evacuation, &., no one was taking any steps to carry it out, Counsellor replied. 
‘that perhaps the’ military authorities, for technical: reasons, required somo time to 
-arrange the eyacustion, and that moroover it had been agreed between Mushawer ad 
Moscow that a Russo-British Military Commission, should be formed to arrange for a 
imultancous evacuation of Persia. It is impossible ‘suddenly to dissolve the Ghilait 
Republic How can the Russians, without preliminaries, withdraw their protection 
from people they had been previously agsisting Such siction would draw on the 
Russians the reproach of all revolutionaries in the world. Moreover, the expulsion of 
these from Ghilon would be a difficult matter for the Ruesiane. Muazziz-ud 
Dowleh raised various obvious objections to’ these ents arid said that if Tiss? 
‘coil not expel the rebels of Ghilan, she must withdraw her support from thent, io 'that 
the Persian Government could deal with them and send ite officials’ to Ghilan, 
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Counsellor took refuge in silence, but finally said he would discuss the matter with the 
‘Azerbafjan authorities and report to Moscow. 

Munzziz-ud-Dowleh subsequently was shown telegram from the Prime Minister to 
Manshur-ul-Mulkc uaking the journey of Rothstem to Tehran conditional of the 
evacuation of Ghilan, Muazizud-Dowleh congratulates the Prime Minister on this 
attitude, The Tussin Legation, alfclly compood of €0 persons, but relly 150, 
including wireless telegraphists\ and sailors, and provided with wll the ‘means of 
propaganda, intended to profit by. the present revolution in Persia and by the 
continued cecupation of Ghilan to stir up trouble in Tehran, invite the Ghilan troops to 
match oni the capital and send Russian troops after them, ‘The Prime Minister's 
telegram took them aback and they ard now preparing to effect the evacuation of 
Ghilan in the following manner: a Committee of the Liberation of Persia is to be 
formed of the rebel loaders and to retire to the Jangbal with arms and amnmnition 
supplied by the Russians. Persiau ond Chucasinn revolutionaries would gather round 
this committco and be supported by the Russians, until a favourable moment, arrives for 

of Russian desigus, Several Russian’ officers hive been designated for 
auisution of this force. 
nder instructions from the Rossians, the Averbaijan Government, has sent 
tes to Kuchik Khan| to endeavour to reconcile bim with the Resht leaders. 
peration while Russian troops were on Persian soll. 
Governmonts of the Caucasus, who are entirely under 
Moscow, says Munzziz-ud-Dowleh, will have any value But, just as they are 
deceiving vis with thelr treaties, e., wo must try and lull them by friendliness and 
make the most of the respite to prepare the detence of our frontiers.” 

Mushawer-il-Mumalel: should come at, ones to. the Caucasus to conclude treaties 
with Caueasian republics and discuss with Azerbaijan authorities the question of 
instructions issued by Moscow for the evacuation of Ghilan. 

Mansbur-ul-Mulk's remaining in Bal edict, for reasons which 
Muuzziz ud-Dowlol will give personally to the Prime Minister in ‘Tehran. 

Exports from Persia to the Cwiteusus should be prohibited pending conclusion of 
agreement with, Caucasian republics, because the Intter mist realise their need’ of 
Porsiw wnd take into consideration Persian interesta whon discussing the treaties, | 

Muazziz-ud-Dowleh then deals at longth with modalities of Russo-Persian trade, 
juestion of oil tanks in Caspian provinces, Armenian situation, &c., &o., und iusiats on 
tho faab that. tho point of tho Payonct is the only argument which will rstrain the 
Russians from aggression in Persia, 


|B 7607/2/94) No, 8. 


Mr, Norman to Barl Curzon— (Received July 1.) 
(No. 63,) 
Lord, Teliran, May 5, 1921, 

M, THEODORE ROTHSTEIN, the Ruseiaa Soviek Minister, having at longts 
reached ‘Tehran from Meshed, presented his credentials to the Shab on the 98th ultimo, 
nd Thave the honour to trangmit to sour Lordship lierevith trauslation of the account 
published by the “Iran,” the official organ of the Persian Guyernment, of the procedure 
observed on that occasion. 

‘Phe Minister appears to have been unaccompanied by the members of his staff, 
and, indeed, it seems that the tivo individuals who arrived with him aro loss accretarics 
placed under bis orders than commissaries seat to wateh him and report to their 
Govornment on hin actions. 

Little exception ean be taken to MI, Rothstein's discourse, and his expression of the 
intention to observe the trenty recently concluded between his own and tho Persian 
Governments is reassuring, though it has failed to carry conviction to the mind of any 
Porsian, official or other, who hav since mentioned the subject tame, This. scepticism 
is, however, doubtless duo, at least in reat part, to the deep-rooted mistrust, born of 
long and bitter experience, which Persians feel for Russian assurances, and is not 
founded on any accurave knowledge of sinister designs on the part of the Minister, 

Iv is noteworthy that M. Rothsteiu, while condemning the, policy which found 
expréssion in the Anglo-Rissian Agreement of 1907 concerning Persia, tactfully 
xolrained from imputing to Great Britalo any sbare in the blame for it : 

‘Tho Shal’s reply ip cautiously worded, and it may be doubted whethor His Majesty 


ki 


Feally feels the joy which he professes at the establishment of the Soviet system of 
government in Russia, 

Tn the course of the lust audience which His Majesty did the thé linour to rant 
ime he showed te, at my request, the yolume- presented to him by M, Rothstein, whieh 
he referred to as “Yalbum des assassins.” It contains very large photographs of all 
the leading pereonalities of Soviet Russia, in whose features the Shali professed to 
‘detect strong signs of criminal tendencies. : 

His Majesty informed mo, however, that he had found the Minister himself mild 
and apparently reasonable. 

‘M. Rothstein expressed to the Prime Minister the intention of visiting the heads oF 
the otler foreign missions, except the French Chargé d’A (aires, whose omission from 
the list is designed to mark the dissatisfaction of Soviet Nussia at the support afforded 
by Fratice to, the enterprise of General Wrangel, ‘The visits were, however, confined 
to the deposit of cards at the outer gates of the United States, Belgian and British 
Logations. J A 

J have retumied in the same way the card left on me; and my Belgian colleague, 
who is authorised by his Government to assume towards the Russian Minister a 
correct attitude " (whatever that may mean), has done the same, but, the United States 
Minister, who has been inatructed to imitato the French Chargé d’Affaires in haying no 
relations with him whatever, either official or peryonal, hins taken no auch step. ‘The 
Eoutions nature of the advance which M, Rothsteist ling thus made is probably inspired 
by a doubt regarding the kint of reception likely to be’ agcorded to ‘him by: his 
-ealleagues if found at home. , i 

‘As I do nok wish to appear to display too much eagerness to make his aequatntinico, 
1 propose to take no active step, in that direction, but to wait ill chance throws us 
together. ; 

M, Rothstein was accompanied on his round of visits by) Prince Nadir Mirza, 
Russian consul at Askhabad, seho has acted as his “mehmandar,” i 

Mhia prince, who is n distant relative of the reigning family, ig himself credited 
vith strong Bolshevik tendencies, 

Thave, &o. 
H. NORMAN, 


Enclosure in No. 


Extract from the “Tran” of April 23}, 1021. 


Reception of the Russian Minister by Hib Majesty (he Shai 


(Translation, . 
{reer ee, yestorday the Ruslan Minster drove tothe flac ot Fanaibe in oe 


‘of the royal carriages escorted by a party of Cossacks, 
‘Assistant Master of Ceremonies pnd Prince Nadir Mirza, 

He waa at first received in a tont by Princo Shaliab-ud-Dowleh, the Grand Master 
‘of the Ceremonies, and Seadvul Mak, the Head of the Departinent of the Protocol at 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 9 

(After yaruaking of refreahinents he wae presented to His ejosty mith the swat 
ceremonies and formalities, ‘The Minister of the Court and’ the Minister for Foreign. 
‘Affairs wero present at the ceremony. r Ke ue 

"The Rawsian Minister's eredontials, together with an album containing portals of 
Russian officials, were submitted to His Majesty on a golden salver, ‘The Russian 
Minister then read a prepared address in Russian, Sa'ad-ul-Mulk interpreting in 
Persian. 


fo was accompanied by: the 


in Minister's Address 
Your Majesty, E 

‘After presenting’ the paper introducing’ me to your Majesty, 1 bey toisay a few 
words regabling myealf, Lam nota trained diplomat, that is to nay, tho Russia of the 
‘peasants and workmen does not produoe trained diplomats and pethaps never will, I 
Therefore feel much pleasure in boing chosen a9, the representative of the nrsian 
Republic in Peri, "For many yar havo strongly opposed in the press the excsssos 
and tyrannies of the great Imperialist, Powers, especially, those excesses: which were 
deliberately perpetrate against efencalos Peis by plundering Moria oftcls fn.the 
‘qreat conspiracy of 1907. I bave alwavs strongly nded with my pen the integrity 




















and independence of Persia, and it is specially for this reason that the Russian Republic: 
has entriisted mo with the honour of carrying out its policy towards Persia. I there- 
fore assure your Majesty. that T shall endeavonr to carry out my duties not only with 
the utinost sincerity but with more than ordinary affection. Great Russia has always 
thrown off the yoke of Tsarist slavery, and thus has also delivered Porsia from the 
dangers which threatened her independence. 

‘At the very beginning of its history the Russian Republic (through the medium of 
Comrade Trotsky, who was then the Foreign Commissarz) expressed its abhorrence 
and ha(red of the tyrannies. and shameful proceedings of Tsarist Russia in Persia, 
and the proof of the sincerity of these. utterances. and promises will be found in 
the agreement which hes boen concluded vith your Majesty's Government. ‘The 
excellences of this agreement need no description, and Tam ready to act fairly with 
Persia uccording to the terms of that agreement, I hope your Majesty. will assist ne 
in this object, and pray that, you will not receive me merely as a friendly and sineere- 
representative, but will trustfully regard me as'a sinunch supporter of the intorests of 
the oppresied nations of the East, : 


‘The Reply of His Majesty the Shah: 


T accept with great pleasure the credentials entrusted wo you by M. Lenin, the 
hiof of the Russian National Commissioners, ‘The feelings and sentiments expressed 
by. you duriug your journalistic career, and the sincere sympathy which you have 
always shown in espousing the canse of Persia, is a source of the greatest. satisfaction 
to mie, and Teads mo to hope that you will devote the samo care and attontion to the 
fulfilment of the obligations of the ‘great office now entrusted to you.. The establish- 
nient of  aow réginio of frocdom in Russia gives mo the greatest pleasure, and Tho} 
that in the future the good relations now existing between our two nations may. 
established on a firm basi 

Teel sure that, os a result of your efforts and good offices, the deplorable stato of 
affairs in Gilan will bo terminated as quickly as possible, in order that there may be no. 
rupture in the good relations existing between our two nations, T earnestly hope that 
the recent treaty concluded between Persia and Soviet Russia willl inangurate a new 
¢ra between the two nations, and confident-in thia hope Chave instructed my Govern~ 
ment to give yon avery assistance in carrying out the duties of your high office. 





[E 7516/2/34) No. 4. 


eae Ir, Norman to Bart Gurion, — (Received July 1.) 
oF 
(Mologralic) Tehran, Juno 30, 1921. 
FR telegram No. 258 of 17th June, xeovived 25th June. 
ian Minister is tinlikely to give me chance of noquiring documentary proof of 
ss und much of the oral evidence in my, possession cannot be tised without 
compromising those who have supplied it, so that any representation made at Moscow 
would have to bo in general terms, Fuots, howexer, are universally known and 
undisputed here 
ease. see my despatches No. 58\ of Int Muy, No, 78 of 28rd May, No. 821 of 
iat Jui, No, 86 of 9th June, nad Nov Gd of 10th June. Properanda among released 
prisoners, nentioned in penultimate parsgeaph of last named, wl 
‘your Lordship, has given rise to quite a formidable agitation against Legation amon 
orev Skanes MetLsaera oe aafesorow Nave exch Ges pera ea > 
‘appear in oficial newspapor, é 
Following fets have nol been reported in. above-mentioned iespatshen: 
peut? Miniter warmed lave Prime Miniter against: cnaperation with- Groat 
ritain, 
‘He told Minister of War that he would finance Cossack division on sole condition 
that all British officers were removed from it, ‘This informatiom comes from a secrot 
soures which has hitherto always proved trustworth 
He spent two hiours in trying to dissuade presont Prime Minister from opening Mediflics 
on the ca thi sarge proportion of the Deputies having beon elected innder auspices 


‘0 


of th ion (which is universally known to be the ease), it would be ammnsble to 
British influence, » Having failed in his endeavour, ho ssid that if Medjliss behaved 
iueutrally it would be ‘the worse for Persia, by which he could only have meant that 


ny 


if Medjliss engaged British officers and officials Russia would intervene. His Janguags 
throughout interview was threatening. » Prime’ Minister is ny; informant, but souros of 


information must on no account be disclosed, E X 
‘Where are in Persia three Comounist groups, Persian; Russian and Armeniin, 
svith all of which he ig certainly in close touch, First-namied, seal of which bears’ an 


inscription in Russian as swell as Persian, lias just published for the first time a violently 
ee eRe li inezeased of late, 

Activities of three have greatly in of 5 

Hie i importing large eume in Posing silver coin minted in Tussin, ove of whigh 
he is known to spend on propaganda, He has a staff of nearly 100 people, mostly 

\dists, und is expecting more. 

PPE and bis stall weit pemonally all Persians of importance for the purpose of 
exciting hostility against us, For couclusive evidence of determination of Hussidi 
Soret Govermnt tn cnknie roger wt fret, oe Dine of Mary 
Operations’ secret letter of 27th April to military attaché, No. 0162/498/KXX (M.O, 2), 
fd for their, gonoral designs agatast vs in the Bast, see Constantinople inelligenco 
report No, 1930 of 28rd April, i vet 

He jeequally violating Russo-Persian ‘Treaty by_open propagation of Bolehiyinn, 
but Persian Government dire not take atepa to provent this, , 

Tf it is decided to approach Russia Soviet Governinent, may T be told beforehand 4) 





[E 7874/95/34) No.5. 
Earl Curzon to Mr, Norman (Lehran), 
268, ye Fl 
(aera yi) Foreign Office, ily 1, 192%. 
YOUR telegram No, 954 of 27th June, : 
Thad intended to await reply to my telegrain No, 258 of 17th Juino before coming. 
to decison on question of South Perwin Rifles meationed in your telegram No, 94 ol 
15th June, ‘Tine is, however, ranning out, and it is thereforv essential to take decision 


country. * x ; 
Froumstances there ig no alternative 40 your proposal to inform Prine 
2 eae eae disposal. tut. bo. devoted to immediats disolution of tho 
foroe. 
preciato greatly the excellent work performed by, the dfleers nnd ‘non. 
comin tee etna durtag the existence of the Rifle, and Thal bo glad it'you will 
convoy # personal mossigo in this sense from mo to the inepestor-general and those 
under his command. 





(7559/25/34) No. 6. 

Mr, Norman to Earl Curzon.—(Raceived July 2,) 
gen ic) Teliran, July 1, W21, 
legram No. 364, aes 

Onsen: ge. consequences of disbandment of South Fersin Rifles: woul 
probably be extensive destruction of telegraph lines. Persian Gulf eables cannot cope 
mith extraordinarily heary trade Getgen London, Indi, Mesopolia chil 

17580] 
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Government messages, so" that this lias to poss over Karachi-Central! Persian—Tehiran— 
Shiraz route, two wires being practically monopolised. 

Destruction of line might seriously embarrass, Mesopotamian Government-and 
oblige His Majesty's Government to-lay new cables at cost far exceeding that of 
maintenance of South Persia Rifles, 

(Repeated to India and Bagdad, No, 210.) 


[BE 7660/2/34) No, 7. 


Mr, Norman to Earl Curzon—(Received July 2.) 
(No, 3360.) 
(Delegtaphic.) 

"YOUR (elogram No. 268 and my telogram No, 346, 

Taye felt hound to exproas to. Bnauoial Adviser wy doubt of wisdom|of making 
unconditional advances to present Persian Goyerament, ny distrust of whom has only 
deepened since despatch of my telegrams Nos, 338 and 347. 

Minister for War, who is still practically a dictator, would seize a great part of 
money for Cossack division, which is certain before long to become once more an 
ingtrument of Russi, Much would be stolen or wasted, and none would be given to 
South Persia Rifles, maintenance of which is au essential British interest. 

Government lave. taken no stops. to carry out recommendations of Financial 
Adviser, but havo annulled every reform introduced by their predecessors, dismissed all 
honest officials and appointed thieves and Anglophobes in their place. 

While disclaiming power to take over South Persia Rifles without consent of 
Medjlias, they find themselves ablo on their own authority to\dismiss British officers 
from Cossack division, and’are making difficulties about paying them compensation 
fixed by contracts on the ground that individual contracts have not bee signed, 
though their terms, wore officially approved by Minister of War, and! specimen contract 
signed by late Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Official ovwspaper has been allowed to publish a false accusation against this 
Legation and, though T remonstrated, offonce has since heen repeated in a still moro 
‘objectionable f 

rime Minister is, indeed, friendly, but some of his colleagues, though outwardly 
servile, are notoriously hostile tous, and Minister of War is in close and constant 
toch with Russian Minister, 

Tt ig truo-that last naed, who disapproves of Government. is likely to overthrow 
them before long, perhaps by force, with the uid of Minister of War, in order to secure 
sppointment of a Cabinet more openly:hostile to us and completely subservient to 
Russia; but as British money cannot prevent this it seems useless to waste it in 
making attempt. 

In changed circumstances we can no longer Hope successfully to oppose Russian 
influence in Northern Persia, aud if we are ever again in a position to do eo it 
will not be before people havo experienced fora ime the realities of Russian Soviot 

lominati 

Financial Adviser maintoins his point of yiey. 


Tehran, July 1, 1921. 





{EB 7661/25/34) No, 8. 


Mr. Norman to Earl Curzon.—(Received July 3.) 
(No. 36: 


(el .) 
“FOLLOWING from South Persia Rita -— 


With strictest economy T liope it will be possible to limit the expenditure during 
the next two months to 150,000 tomans a month, say total till the end of August 
60,0001, ‘This will leave balance of 100,000I, odd, which will be sufficient, I think, for 
the expenses of disbandment as far ns can be foreseen. More accurate. estimate ie 
being made as to cost of the latter, and further details will follow. ‘The cost of 
Aisbandinent will depend, of course, on the plan adopted. Am assuming this will be 
in accordance with suggestion made in the first paragraph of your telegram No, 122 
to Foreign Office, and am allowing out of the 100,000 available the sum of 36,0001. 
for th payment of nuclous at Kerman and Shiraz for six months and 40,000) for 


Tehran, July 1, 1921. 


u 


three months’ pay to'allranks. Also, 1am assuming: it will be possible to remove to 
Tndia only small part af stores and equipment on ‘cbargo, and consequently hive’ only 
allowed @ small sum under this heading. : 

““Keonomy could ‘be effected by withdrawal’ of détachinent At Tepaban. ‘There 
appears small pi ot that, even if Persian Government should take over ‘South! Persia: 
Titles Jspahan vill be included in our sphere. Detachment there is expensive and’ 
isolated, and seems to me to be serving no useful purpose. Propose 10 discharge all 
newly enlisted men there, abolish new units which are being raised in accordance with 
instructions from Seyyid Zia, and return original detachment to: theit units in Shiraz 
and Kerman. Do youagres? 

++ Rallowing points deserve consideration before d 


“1, Considerable prozress has been made in the raising of the niew units, 
. Some expense lias boon incurred for provision of guitable accommodation, 

“3, Kit and: equipment for 1,000 extra men asked for by Seyyid Zin have heon 
sent.there, and would haye to he retransported to Shiraz, f 

4, We have now a footing at Ispahan, insecure at present, which can bo 
strengthened if desirable aud funds available, 4 apne 

* Present circumstances do nol iu my opinion, juatify expenditure on iderdasing 
our strength and establishing our position there. eduction of Ispahan detachment 
will esse the financial situation, which may make it possible to maintain force for 9 
further: month, 
nritStrongly recommond final decision about dishandment should bo tien mot later 
than 15th July. Havo not taken into eeount reftind ta Tndin of any part of balance in 
hand on Ist April, amounting to approximately 41,000. T do not know whother tho 
whole of this sum’ was subscribed by India or only half, but I presume, aa it, has 
‘already been subscribed, Government of India seill not insist on refund, A’ furthor 
sum, approximately 5,0001,, is duo to Government of India on acount of payments 
made in India\[zroup omitted] family allotinents, &. 

“This bins been allowed for.” 


(Sent to Indiu,) 





[EB 7562/25/34) No. 9. 


Mr. Normin to Ear! Curzon —(Received July 3.) 
(No. 363.) 
lege) ceaing ta 
it li ling legram, 

Th the eirdumstahcen Tak yayig erdit for Jay, tough ie amount to 40,600, 
tomans more than 150,000 forecast by inspector-general. 

Tn spito of expense involved in the maintenanes of a detuchisient al Tapaban, I ain 
strongly in favour of it for the reasons which will bo plain from my telograms. Nos, 841 

4 Pa 
sere, ewaicad| (fat orem proviosés(ate.alesdyAscwed euce! mors 6 fA 
completely under the influence of Russia, from which we are Bound in our own inbereite, 
fan well ns in those of Persia horself, to save da mich as possible of the centre and south, 
d to save it for us long as possible. 7 

aie Tt we low lapaban tbe olfelds wil be uncovered. ain 

(Sent to India; repeated to Consul, Shiray;'for South Porvin Rifles, No, 35; copy: 
to Bagdad.) 


Tehvan, uly 1 1921. 





(1B 7568/25/34] No. 10. 
‘Mr, Norman to Earl Curzon.—(Received July 2.) 


ne 564) " 
ER gen No, 08, 


‘that if an adverse decision of question of maintaining by some mivaus or othex 
at 


Tairan, July 2, 1921, 


South Porsis Rifles is still contemplated it. may be deferred th iny despatch No. 109, 
‘which will b seat by next bag of iy Tuly; haa boon eoaaldored: 


(7580) 





[8 7628/683/84) 


ur, E (Received July 5.) 
{he 8.) 
‘elographic.) 


YOUR. telegram No. 250. 

Tn reply to note addressed by me in terms of my leon No, 331, Persian 
Government state that, owing to, various dificalties, they are obliged to dispense with 
the services of British officers, with thanks and decorations. 

Porsian Government are making difficulties abont paying compensation to 
British officors under the terms of model contract approved by late Cabinet and sign 
by Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the ground that individual contracts have not been 
signed. ‘This is more quibble, as officers hurried to the front at earnest insistence of 
Porsian Government, and contracts had to’be'vent to them for signature. Fall of the 
late Cabinst prevented the conclusion of a mere formality. 

British officors will be stranded without funds or employment, and Persian 
Government must be forced t0 pay, but a, in their present financial diffcolties, it will 
bo: impossible. to got them to issue the necessary draft, I earnestly hope that His 
Majesty's Goyormment will induce Imporial Bank of Persin'and A-P.0,0. to furnish no 
more mony until T have persuaded. Persian Government to agree to deduction of 
Glnim from noxt advance, [have waked sonior British officer to make ont total claim; 
which should not exceed! 0,000 tomans. 

Tahall be glad if the taattor can be arranged us expeditiously as possible, as it is 
fdlvisable that these officers should be evacuntod without deluy. 
fe cat to India, No. 303 ; repeated to Bagdad for (eneral Oficor Commanding, 

J. 18, 


Tehran, July 4, 1921. 





|B 7662/25/84) No. 12, 


Earl Curzon to Mr. Norinan (Pehran). 
(es 273) 
Pelegrray Foreign Ofice, July ts, 1921. 
and 864766 lati Taly. you will 


SINCE rata of you telegrams Nos, 362, 96 
have received my telogratn No. 268 of 1st July pointing out the impossibility, of any 

inuanoe of financial aid for the foree, On the other hand my suspicions regarding 
Peraiin Governmient are more than confirmed by your telegrams Nos 860 and 368 
roguling officers of northorn force. In“theso circumstances it appears imperative to 


arrive ut a definite decision now, as, to judge by dates of recent 
No, 109 will not be reesived for at least two months. 

Only additional point which I nod deal with is question of retention of unite ot 
Kerinay, Shiraz and spahan, So long a4 you aud ingpector-general understand that not 
another shilling will bs authorised for the forge, I leave to your decision question off 
siotual upkedp of thess parties on the eoono:aies which inspector-general appears to have 
offoptid and which reflect great credit on his administrative abilities, 

Tshould be glad of your suggestions regarding fate of munitions and equipment of 
the force, Matter is being raised im Parliament, 


, your despatch, 


[1B 7623/633/94) No. 18, 
Barl Curzon to Mr. Norman (Pehran). 
(No, 274. 


Telegraphic) Roreign Office, July 6, 1921. 
YOUR telegrams Nos, 360 aud 368 of 1st and Ath July respectively. 

Attitude of Persian Government ia inexonsable, and they appear to desire: to 
ast ohiahy Flt aalys Go verniane RESIN ae pooe deawa eerie Wie a 
Porwian Minister here specious assurances of their desire to co-operate with ns, The 
aituation cannot be allowed to continuc. Fagres with the opinion. you expressed to 
Financial Adviser, and am nddressing the Imperial’ Bank and Anglo-Persian il 
‘Company in the sense urged in your telegrain No, 363. 

‘ou may address strong note to Persian Government in above senee, 
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Tt appears that Persians will not follow the right roail until they shall have had 
experience: of the realities of Soviet administration. 

‘Question of protective measures for arms wis reised in my telegram No. 250, but is 
not dealt with in your telegram No. 368, ind! requires solution, I await your 
observations in the matter. 





(E 7882/25/34) No. 14, 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 9.) 


ie ey 
Telegraphic.) 
i ay daa No, 872. 
Financial adviser makes an alternative suggestion, which he is confident of inducing 
Prime Minister to aeoept, that a separate advance should bemade monthly for threo 
months on security of future oil royalties of an amount just sufficient to maintain South 
Persin Rifles. 
agree that this is preferable if feasible, 
(Repeated to India and consul, Shiraz, for South Persia Rifles, No, 44) 


Pehran, July 8, 1921, 


[E 7818/76/34], No, 15, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran), 
No, 279.) 


legraphic,) 

Y telegram No. 274 of 6th July. 
‘The Imporial Bank of Persia. state that they have given definite promise to 

divans, 1,000,000) torsavs, of which ‘second. half i dup. thix month. hays Nia 

instructed ‘Tehran office to. suggest to Persian Government, that sum due to’ British 

‘officers be deducted from this instalment. Chief manager is to‘ obtain details from you, 

‘And if Porsiani Government refuse it is understood that no further advances wil be made. 


Poreign Office, July 11, 1921. 





[1B 8009/8830/34) No, 16, 
Mr, Norman to the Marquees Ourson of Kedleston.—(Réceived ily) 12.) 


No. 379. 
{ie raphic.) Tehran, Jubj 9, 1921. 
AREATY. with Afghanistan signed 22nd Jane nt Tohran, Gist aa follows :— 


Article 1,, Friendship, 

‘Ax, 2. oval rivileges of diplomatio oprevntatives, 

‘Art. 3, Respective subjects will be well treated and under protection of their 
‘representatives, i 

‘Art. 4. They will, bo amenable’ to local lava without intarforerioe by, diplomatic 
‘or consular representatives. 

‘Art, 5, Right to appoint consuls in important towns and commercial centres, 

Art, 6, Exemption of each other's subjects from military werview «nd other duties 
binding only on natives, 

Art, 7; Extradition of non-political criminals, : 

‘Art, 8 Agreemonts to be concluded as soon as possible in regard to trade tariff 
‘posta and telegraphs. 

‘Art. 9, Th eave of war between one party and! anothor Stato, the other party will 
not assist enemy, 

‘Art. 10. Disputes to be referred to arbitration in soeordance with international 
rales, 
‘Art. 11, ‘Treaty is in two copies in Persian, 

‘Art. 12, Ratification at Tehran or Kubul within three nionths, or sooner if possible, 


‘Translation by te 
(Repeated to Tad) 
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[E 7890/76/34) No. 17. 


Novag) it Mehiee Cron of eatin to Mr Netw (Pata, 


(elegraphic.) 
POUR totogeani No, 276 of 8th Fuly. 


Renson for despatch of my telegram No, 274 of Gth July was the urgent need of 
securing settlement of question of British officers in northern force (see last paragraph 
of your telegram No, #68 of 4th inp, und somewhat similar language to that 
contained in my telogram was held to Persian Minister here, who was informed that 
until] matter was arranged by Persiin Government to your sntisfiotion His Majesty's 
Government would make no effort to secure any financial help from Oil Company or 
Imperial Bank. Persian Minister was informed on subsequent occasion, when he 
remarked that he learnt that certain jents had been made, that this alluded to 
moneys previously promised, but that nothing further would be done at this end to put 
the Government in funds pending settlement of the case. . 

Oi] Company have explained their position, and fear that if they and Imperial 
Bank decline to consider proposals for further advances against. royalties, Persian 
ea may obtain such advances from elsewhere (see my telogram No. 278 of 

uly). 
; re «speedy settlement of the question of the officers, please telegraph ‘your 
isialremn ini ieoa HU ToR lasing ‘embargo on surplus southern or Suacene 


Foreign Office, July 14, 1921, 





[EB 8181/25/34) No. 18, 


Mr, Norman tothe Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 16.) 
(No. 890.) 


(Relographi.) 
NEV telogratn No. 918. 


Persian Government are ready to accept Financial Adviser's proposal on condition 
that at the end of three months British officers leave, force i Paar Persian. 


Tehran, July 16, 2). 


fommand and officers belonging to some other European country are en 
insttuotore for all Porsion forces in nowh-aud. south. They feel ure, that ies 
of British officers would. givo rise to a demand from Russian Government for employ- 
ment of Russian officers in Cossack division, 

_ Lobserved that such» demand would probably be made anyhow, and pointed out 
various objoctions to their proposal notably that even jn unlikely event of ofioars from 
another European country being willing to accept task on auch terms, they could not 
possibly be ready to take it over within reqiired time, and that in any caxo it would 
quickly, lose its eflicioncy under Persian command. 

Tadded T could hold out no hopa that financiers in London would he reads to 
advance necessary sums on sch conditions i 

‘This proposal proves that Persian Government are not serious, and, as Inspector= 
General considers the question of maintenance or insolation of fore should be settled 
by Toth July, Eau authorising’ him to begin disbandment on lines. which ho hag 
proposed. : 

Bo you approve? 

isbaniiment in its eaxlier stages can, I am advi 

without great harm. . Pace eveae Be ST oR 

(Sent. to India; ‘South Persia Rifles, No. 48; Bagdad by first available safo 
opportunity.) 





[iB 8182/25/34) No, 19. 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 11.) 
(No, 391.) 


(Tel . Confidential 
MY tera No, 80 


4 Fars notable has now suggested to me the advisability of accepting the Persian 
Government's proposal, provided that tho. poriod of thres-tonthe is iucroused to six 


Tehran, July 16, 1921 
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-on tho ostensible grounds that no other European or American officers can take over 
force in sooner, time, and that it will go to pieces if left without for ign command, 

He pointed out that no other such officers are likely to be available, that, Tehran 
will probably be submerged by Bolshevism within six inoaths, and that Government 
Wail then be able itself to make arrangements for maintenance of South Persia Rifles 
from southern resources. 

‘He thinks that in six months a Government fayourable,to us is anyhow, bound to 
-oome into power if we can prevent advances to unfriendly Governments from British 
‘or other sources. Such a Government could be, he thinks, easily persuaded to 

pone “any change of command in South Persia Rifles, and presumes that no 
wuropean nor United States Government would lend officers if His Majesty's Govern 
‘ment discreetly discouraged them. 

Tn. view of geueral uncertainty in the north, delay of six months would be 
invaluable, and I would therefore beg for your Lordships views on this suggestion, 

“Notable in question, who has tribal and) property interests in Fars, feels sure\ that 
disbandment of South Persia Rifles, existance of which has brought about dissolution 
-of all previously oxistinig Government forces in Fars, will throw province into complete 
-chinos. 


(Bent to Indin, South Persia Rifles, No, 50; copies by post to Bagdad.) 





[E 8178/25/34) No, 20. 


Mn. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Recoived July 17.) 


A{Telegeptic) Tehran, siily 16, 1921. 

YOUR telegram No, 268, § 

[feel pretty suro that Persian Government would take over Soutli Persia Rifles if 
thoy could find the money and. really helioved that nobody else would any longer pay 
for the maintouauee of the force. c 

‘They would) accept help for tho purpose from any quarter, bt if it were thought 
undesirable for them to know that it came from private British sources L should have 
thought that it wonld be possible to conceal the fits 

Thave, hovrevor, informed them that force must be dissolved. 

‘Tho position now i that, failing awift collapse of Soviet rule in Russia itself, 
‘game is alroady lost. for us iti Northern Persia, and. wo aro proparing to abandon the 
Strogale in the rest of tho country, where we might still hold our own, 

have hitherto deprecated the advance of money to present Persian Governnent 
without British coateal of ita expenditure, but tie nveessity: of maintaining the 
South Poreia Rifles, which, from our point of view, should overtide all) other 
-eonsidérations, forees me to abanclon that attitude and to suggest that Auglo-Porsian 
Oil Company should be asked to lend on the seourity of future royalties, say, from 
800,000 to 1,000,000) tomans a month, for the next three months, without any conditions 
‘save agreement to take over the force and allot from the loans, before payment, the 
monthly sam necessary for its maintenatice. x : 

Tat the en ofthat perio no other permanent solution of the question, ad boon 
found, British officers would retire and the force would gradually dissolve undor 
Persian auspices, probably. by more lack of funda for its upkeep. 

‘Dhin method would firstly gain time, which, in view of Bolshovik internal 
-diffculien, might be iuvaluable. Secondly, it would enable'ne 10 escape the reproach 
which, if dissolution is carried out now under our auspices, will inevitably be brought 

‘inst us, to the graye detriment of our reputation and influence in the south, of 
“abandoning those who had trusted us Thirdly, it would leave still available the 
balance of the 225,001. : 

Further argument in favour of my suggestion ie that, as ofl! company and 
Imperial Bank of Persia are already aware, Persian Government, failing help fom, us, 
“aro very likely to try to obtain in the United States a/loau on the same security, which, 
if made, would reduce us to impotence while riot assuring the maintenance of South 

Persia Rifles, ; 

United States Chargé d'Affaires does not think that his Government, if consulted 

‘by American financiers, would discourage such a loan, 
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T am asking the opinion of Government of India and Officer Commanding: 
South Porsia Rifles rewarding the disposal! of arms, stores, &e., with te force in the: 
tivo alternative eventualities contemplated. 


(Sent to India, No. 372, Consul at Shiraz for South Persia Rifles, No. 387 
Bagdad by bag.) 2 





[E 8400/2/34) No. 21. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 21,) 


No, 394.) 

Palegeaphie) Tehran, July 19, 1921. 
OSRAT-ED-DOWLEH, who on his release sent me an. obsequious message: 

protesting his uichanged levotion and éoliciting my support to obtain power, a day or 

to Inter put himself at liead of anti-British party and has since spared no effort to 

injine us. 

Tunderstend that he still professes friendly feolings towards Great Britain in the 
abstract, and that his hostility is direted against, poly which His’ Majesty's 
Government. have pursued, notably in helping late Primo Minister, and especially 
against thin Legation, which hi affects to believe responsible for the ‘latter's accession 
to power. 

He hus beon trying to ingratiate himself with Russian Minister by professing 
Socialism, but the Intter will have nothing to do with him. 

At his instigation forty-one Deputies, including himself, signed document 
nixporting to be a narrative of recent eve ‘by members of the Medjtiss, 
 coutins an attek ayon tio late Prine Ministor ond veel! on0-on\ is) Majesty's 

Government, to whom, however, it doos not allude by name, 

Aw originally drafted it wad so violent. Uiat no Deputy: could) be induced to sign it, 
‘nd it has been necossary to spend several weeks in intimidation and cajolery in order 
to obtain signatures, over which it finally: appeared. 

Ti has been widely circulated here, wad is, U hear, to be translated into various’ 
Tanguages and presented to all civilised Governments and to League of Nations, 

He is, now preparing’ niore comprehensive and historical manifesto, to be signed, 
Tundorstand, by released prisoners, ahowing extent of eontinsows oppression from which 
Ponsa lin fered af Cho hands of Grent Bits. ‘ono ofthis in expected to be mors 
offensive, 3 

My despatch No, 133 contains a full report of the incident, which bas little 
importance, In sone of my previous telegrams I have already prepared you for 
possible dofection of people like Nosrat-ed-Doyleh. 





(1B 8860/2/34) No, 22, 
Mr Norman £0 the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston,—(Received July 20.) 


No. 405.) 
(ieiserechie Telvan, July 18,1921: 
MILITARY attaché’s telegram No. 111 of 4th July to Director of Military 
Tntlligence. 
Th the course of a fow hours on 18th Tuly Russian Minister told— 


1, Minister of War that if more troops had landed at Enzeli they must have been 
sont by Government of Azerbaijan, whom Russian Government could riot control (see 
my despatch No, 73); 

wet eumelanin Majetiy's Vagaion. that report that, oops hd Tanded was 
a lie; an 

_ 3 A mamber of Poraian Ministry for Foreign Affairs that’ troops there were soine 
which had not yet been withdrawn. 


No, 3 in any cage is contrary to what Russian Minister himself told me, and, is 
Known from information derived from other trustworthy sources to he untrue. 


Ww 
[E 8255/25/24) No. 28, 

The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Lehran). 
Foreign Office, July 22, 192 


No 20 


Telegraphic.) 
OUR telegram No. 972 of 16th July. it rahe 
Tnterdepartmental meeting has met to’ consider: possibility: of maintaining South 
Persia Rifles, at any rate for a time, ‘ 
Only alternative to. complete disbandment of force, which has already begun, 
appears to be adoption of proposal of Financial Adviser, as reported in your telegram 
[o. $78 of 8th July, which, to judge by your telegram, No. $80/of 16th: July Persifin 
‘Government are ready to accept on condition that ati the end of three months British 
officors Jeave, the fores be pub under Persian command snd officers. of another 
nationality be employed, Such conditions aro clearly unacooptable to His Majesty's 
Government, and if adhered to wall wreck all chance of the future of the force. Tf, 
however, these conditions can be avoided either by fact of Government falling within 
the period of throe months or by an appresiation by Persian Cabinet: of fet, that 
continuance of the Rifles will ensure considerable benefit to whole of Porsia by 
maintenance of order in the south, Lwvould agreo to an arrangement on lines of your: 
talegram No, 372, paragraph 5, for providing minimum sum requited, vi., 30,0002. per 
month; and would endeavour to help its realisation, 
Please telegraph your views on this possibility. 
(Repeated to India.) 





[E 8444/8444/34) No. 24. 


‘Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston.—(Received July 23.) 


(No. 404. 
Tole, hia) R. Lelirany July 22, 1021. 

ie of the disbandment of South Persia Rifles, consul at Shiraz recomisonds 
that an early decision be taken on the question of whether women and children there 
should be evacuated to the coast. Ate ite 

Tn the opinion of Inspector-General of Sovth Persia Ritlos, riots in Shira and 
marauders on the road will be certain later on. Both consul at Shiraz and consul 
general at Bushire recommend early evacuation of Shiraz, though journey in the heat 
frill ontail much suffering, and I feel bound to support. their opinion, which is baved on 
the knowledge of local conditions, ; 

Consul-general at Ispahan ‘points out that evacuation of that town is mot yet 
necessary, as the Bakhtiari road provides an altomative means of escape. 
* Consul at Kerman and vice-consul at Yezd do not recommend ovacuation now. 
‘They state that if the sitation becomes bad in the autumn, road by Duzdap will 
probably still be open, B 4 is 

Haye I your authority to sanction the evacnation of Shiraz by. British women and 
children at Government 2 

(Sent to Shiraz, No. 96, Bushire, No. 76, and India.) 


[E 8879/2/34) No, 25. 


Speech by the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston in the House of Lords; July 26, 1921. 


MY Lords, the series of questions which have been put to. mo by the noble Lord, 
Lord Lamington, supplemented, as. they have been, by the query of the noble Lord, 
Lord Sydentiam, are practically ait invitation tomo to give yout Lordships somo account 
of the present situation in Persia, Both noblo Lords have alluded to the Inst oocasion 
when we bad a disoussion on the matter in your Lordships’ Houso—rhat. was on the 
Toth November, 1920--and perhaps your Lordships will parmit mo for a nlomvnt to, 
recall the point up to which I had taken the narrative of Persian events at, that sate, 
Tn the remarks T then made I gave a short résumé of the position and experiences of 
Persia during the war, and in the course of which, it wim owing, to the ssrifives and 
exertions of the British Government and the British frees alone that she-hs been 
saved, firstly, from the machinations of the Germans, secondly, trom ‘wikial: Tnroads, 
‘and lastly, from the invasion of Soviet forces on the nortl. 
[7580} i) 
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Prosperity, of an Basten 
‘At the. stage wl 


“TE the Persian Parliament 

‘the P - accepts the axreeme f ifcati 
leated a little while aso, we shalldo our beoe ta Mees eoee Soins 
Again, T said 

“Tf, ow the other hand, the Borsi 

“If, on the other land, the Persian Parliament soli 
tis erin Govormment mt ke town cours Wome ane ere 
il hom bi lf i re 


‘The third quotation is ax follow 


“‘They—that is, the Persian G 
endeavours, butit rests with them: to. deten 
I, with them to dete i i 

exten ite i them to. determine thu orbit in yl in desi 

abe ah (hae nove, If they desire the faithful ee ates 

Barn ceartereat, hey ray rely upp as 6 complete our parts but if th i ee 
halo , and to trust to their own resources, ti Alabe 

Sbotacle in their path. The responsibility will he thuits aid not go 


ment—have our earnest sympathy in their 


tof Inst year, 
in ‘the’ path, to i 
Thue el to ome of whi the 
ton, alluded 


od, 
nisters 
Anglo-Persian fees 
treaty with the Soviet 
ty 1921, and a copy of 
ester Guardian,” in’ this 


Teisa little difficult for anyono, 


even from the inside, to fullow the kaleidoscopic 
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changes of this period, Prime Minister: succeeded Primo’ Minjater, ax 1 said, with 
almost. bewildering rapidity, and there were, in the time to which T.refer almost. as 
many Persian policies are there were Prime Ministers. One! week the poliey wonld be 
that of abandoning the Anglo-Persian Agreement, but still keeping in touch with the! 
British, and getting es much out of us as could’he got. Another week the policy would. 
be that of breaking with the British, but getting Swedes and Trenehunen: aud Amergana 
to interest themselves in various aspects of the administration, In o third week 

were confronted with complete subjection to Soviet forces. Ax am interlude in’ this 
Grama, ous of these Prime Ministers amuserl himnsel by putting into prison all’ his! 
priucipal politieal opponents, ‘ { 

Tt was in the midst of this perplexing jumble of events that the Soviet: Minister, to. 
whom one of the noble Lords roferred, M, Rothstein, appeared on the xeone at Tehrun, 
in the circumstances of show and self-advertisement to which the noblé Lord referred, 
"Phis was i April of the present year. Since his arrival thore he ling pursued’ the’ 
familiar Bolshevik methods: the exercise of ceaseless political propaganda; the 

romiee, ifnot the payment, of money to:those whose support he solicits ; while:nlyruys) 
in the background there has been the presence of the Soviet forces, ws to whieh the! 
noble Lord was quite right when he said. that, irrespective of the terms of the Russti- 
Persian Treaty, they still remained in the Persian provings of Gilan, 

‘That is, a8 T anderstand, the present position, and it. seems. to meithat, in! the? 
attitude it has adopted towards the Auglo-Persiia Agreoment the Persian Government) 
thas, in the exercise of what is nov called ‘self-detormination, made its own choice, Tt! 
hins’ deliberately rejected the chanos of recovering its fortunes with British nid, Tt) 
hs profored to fill bck upon the fumiliat gime of playing off ono foreign vountry 
against the other, and in the last resort, it appears to be nov unwilling to} aeaept: the 
caresses of the Soviet Government, caresses which usually end by strangling. thoag to! 
whom they ate npplied. t 

If the noble Lord asks me how I view the situation thus created, Dain fiin to? 
confess thot T regard it with a footing of disappointment, almost of despair, ‘The noble 
Lord, Lord Lamington, paid mo the compliment uf aying that, during thitty years of 
my public life T havo been interested in’ Persia, ‘That is, true, Ido not think that 
dinning that period sny foreigner hns laboured harder for the independisngo ani intayety 
and well-being of that country than T have done, aud certainly no Government Tae 
done more, of has willingly adsepted greater sacrifices, than the British Government 
throughout that period to re-establish, strengthen and wtnranteo the future oxiatence: 
of the Persian’ nation. As fir ax-T can’ eee, these labours have been largely in 

‘and Tam wbnware of any encouragemént at the piesent moment to persevere in 

task. 

Tt would be singularly unbecoming of mo to make any complaint ot utter! ny 
reproach against. the Persian Government. ‘Thoy aro’ entitled to follow their, own’ 
courses, and if they prefer. to find salvation in Moscow thoy: bave a’ perfect right to 
do so, But L may by permitted, as an old friend, to speak to, them and to) utter a! 
word of warning, und to say that in the long run the main sufforire by the polioy that. 
js now being adopted will 1iot be Groat Britain and other countries, but will be Rersin 
herself, t 

‘A number of questions about: individual spots, or branches of the subject, 
have beon put to ino by the two noble Lords, and I will endeavour to raply to them. 
Lord Lamington alluded to the presonco at ‘Tehran of Mr, Armitage Smith, » capable 
‘Treasury offeial, who, in pureuanoe of the torms of tho Anglo-Persian Agresmont, wis 
sent ot there last year to reorganise its finances. Ho has had a very troubled 
career, After the disappointment of the first fow months he retitrnéd th this country, 
‘Hut in the hope of being able to do good work for the country to which he is 90, 
aan attached, hy roturned there in the spring of the presont year, He hag swith 
aa aaah etait of five members, and there are also two. British advieers in. the 
Ministry of Public Works. ‘These are, I thinlk, the wole British offciala niow in’ the 
‘administrative service of the Persian Governnient., ‘The various British officers who, in. 
connection with the agreement, were engaged in assisting Persia to reorganise her 
forces have either retired, or are about to retire, in dixgnst at the way they have been 
treated, ‘The position of Mr. Armitage Smith, as T have indicates is one of oxeedings 
difficulty, Against him are arrayed all tho- forces of selfishness, -cormuption. abi 
figrigue aud’ bo’ finds himself in tho same position as, Mr. Shuster, the, Americat, 
when he was in Persia atiempting the same tack. Whether Mi, Armitage Sith will 
Yeable to triumph over these: diffioultica L eannot say: Avany rate, I wish him, and 1 
am pure your Lordships do also, all success in his exceedingly delicate task. 

(7580) Dz 
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Another question: was about the present, position of the South Persia Rifles. ‘This 
force, as I think your Lordships know, was organised in the year 1916, under Buitish 
and Indian. officers, in order to. preserve order, in the main iu the southern and 
eastern provinces of ars, Yead nnd Kerman, Its maximum strength at any 
time was 8,000, and its strength is now something short of 6,000 men. Tt was, during 
the heyday of its existence, the only: stable. element in the centre and south of Persia, 

reserving order Keeping open the trade routes and rendoting invaluable service to che 

omnia Government, Teed hatdly say that it was never intended to boa Brtish force, 
‘orto typify the British occupation of that partol the countzy. On the contrary, it was a 
Persian foree, aiid was intended to be the nucleus of the Persian army of the futare, to 
which we werw alwaya prepared to hand it over, 

‘Up till the dist March of this year this force yyas financed by the British and 
Indian Governments in combination, At that date the Indian Government, in despal 
at, the vacillatio, of the Persian authorities, withdraw their contribution, — lis 
Majesty's Government inade a final contribution inorder to facilitate the ultimate 
disbandment of this for ts transference to the Persian authorities should they so 
Aesite it, ‘The present position is thisz when that eontribution is exhausted the fores 
must inevitably be disbanded, ‘The Persian Government haye adopted towards this 
fore the charnoteristio attitude, ‘They profess a warm desire to tuke it over, but that 
dosire is compatible with a proposal to dispense with the British ofioers who are 
responsible for its diseipliue and its utility, and with an extreme reluctance to ind 
the pay, Lord Lainington said that he would regret the disbandment of this force, 
Sowould I. I think it would be calamitous, becatise one realises what the consequences 
would be, ‘The disbanded soldier usually becomes in most countries, not only in 
Eastwrn countries, a bandit, He becomes a highway robber on the roads, and, unless 
the Porsian Government see wisdom in the interval, I can anticipate no other result 
thin that the trade routes will again be inscoure; that the.lify.of those who are 
nye in business or otherwise in thaw parts of Vorsia will become preeatious: and 
and that wo mny Lave 8 resumption of the old conditions of anatehy and disorder from 
which, exclusively by our eiforts, that part of Porsia was tecovered, 

Thave answered, ast believe with abaclute truth, the questions which have been 
put tome by the noble Lords, ‘Tho picture that { have drawn has been the picture of 
4 country with a great and historic past, a country for which we have hid the warmest 
sympathy, for which, us Lord Sydenham pointed out, we have niade countless swuritices 
and upon which we have spent inillioni’of money since the beginning of the war; but 
it is'a country which now appears to be marching of its own accord, with deliberate 
and logical stops, towards an end which Ldo uot attempt to forveast, but. which eannot, 
T think, be otherwise than most unfortunate. Lvish T could haye given a tore roseate 
agcount of Persia or a more sanguine estimate of the situation than | have beou able to 
do, Of all the speeches that T have ever hud to make upon’ Persia—and they have 


boon many—theone which I make this afternoon has been delivered with the greatest 
rogeet, 





[B 9881/25/24) No, 26, 


\ 
Mr. Noriuan to thé Marquess Gurzon of Kedleston.—(Received July 27.) 
(No. 414.) 


: (Relogaa shi.) Re Tehran, July 27, 1921. 
OVERNMENT of Tudia’s telegram to me No. 1791S. 


Will His Mujeaty’s Government forgo their share of valu of stores it Persian 
Government take over South Persia Rifles ? 





[E 8650/8680/24) No. 27. 
Mr, Norman to Barl Ourson—{Received July 28.) 


ita x Tehran, May 10, 1921, 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. J. L. Galdyell, wwho has 
been the United States Minister to Persia sinco 1914 and was the dean of the 
Diplomatic Body, lef Tehran this morning for his own country, his appointment 
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isying terminated in conseqence of the accession to power of the Republican Party 
SHEP ong thio aerval of a new Minister, Mr: C. vam He auger wil be in chargy of 
United States Legation. : 
ee sarin HTIAK scan eacnd ema Dig Acampelie st this Legation 
with Mr. Rugert:a few days ago may be of interest when read in conn 
si aerate Noe 707 and 744 of tho 26th October and’ the 13th November last and 
your Lardahip's telegram No, 586 of the Sth November relating to American interest 
in the development of the oil resources of Persia, Copies of the memorandum are 
‘enclosed herein. ag : 
Mr, Engert's attitude is apparently very friendly to Great Britain and, stronily 
‘contrasts with that of Mr. Caldwell, which is already well known to| your Lordship, 
and of whieh ever since his arsival he has evidently disapproved., Latterly, indeed, 
he has been almost embarrassingly frank in the expression of his opinion with regard 
to his chief, for whom he entertains» deep but intelligible personal dislikes 
Afr, Bngert was appointed Secretary to the United States, Legation at Tabrin in 
1919, though he did not acwally arrive in this country until last autuinn, having boon 
otained for nearly u year at the United States Tigh Commission at Constantinople, 
T ielieve that when Mr, Kogort war originally appointed to ‘Tehran, His Majesty's 
Anbassador at Washington reported that he was coming here with special instenctions 
ingratinte himself with His Majesty's Legation. 
ey aah wn No. 707, of Hacimciats last 1 ventured to: guggest to your 
Lordship that the admission of American participation in oil enterprises in the northern 
rrovinees of Persia might be of advantage to British interests as a connterpoise to 
Tlussian pressure in thoe regions, while it would ensure British polioy here nina a 
reeradesconce of that hostility on the part of the United States Legation from which 
it has suffered in recent years and especially since the signature of the Anglo-Persinn 
‘Agreement, \ 3 
"The vexations which we have lately experienced here aie, in part auaibutable to 
the antagonism to out policy of the United Staten as well as France, whose Lagations 
have beon centres of unti-British intrigue and haveus of refuge for every Persian with 
2 grivvance, real or imaginary, against Great Britain or the Gavarnmont in power, 
‘Thus, though of course neither of these countries is in a position, for geographical 
reasons, t0 supplant British influence in Persia, they are) novertholess, in e:posiion 10 
‘cause some embarrassment to this, Legation. Iv is therefore, desirable to make ‘usp 
cof any. method which muy presont itaalf of reconciling British interests in Tense 
with those of the United States and Francs, or, failing both, with those of one of 
these countries, preferably the former, uot. ouly Deeanse, tie mene ayailable are moro 
vi it can help or harm us more than the latter, . 
ovat: Puente cava lad sn to Deliv, tat the tine nay be tipo fora tap in 
rection indicated. | i 
ee Chetan ramos, tho situation ie more’ dificult. because hi ances aginst 
Great Britain in Persia are of @ sentimental rather than practioal or, aud cou 
only be entirely remedied if the map of the world could be. remodelled i sich a yay 
a to put her in the geographical and politieal position in which events Have placed us 
‘The postion which we.ocenpy inflicts to. material injury whatever, on hen, and 
things are, she could not suecessflly assume it even if we vacated it for sho oul 
confor no void Henelits on Persia, a8 the Persians themsolves know very wall, 
So long as France is ropresented here by d reasonable and, moderate man i 
M, Hoppenot all will go well, because, knowing. as. le dogs that his country gan never 
‘eceupy a predominant postion in Persia, he will remein content to aocept as her share 
the appointment of a fer ch advisers and. the oveasional ceaeeene eh that 
admiration for Hrench cviieation and culture, and for the services rendered by Friuce 
to mankind which most Persiaus sincerely feel. yy 
If however, he should be succoeded by a person of the! typé (uahappily, tar too 
coumon among Krenchmen abroad) of his late chief or of hits: military attaché, who 
‘cannot, bear to see France excluded from playing the leuding part in any eountty, 
‘even thongh the hard focte of geography, history aud politics necessarily assign to 
her a subordinate one, and who constantly intrigue with the unattainable object of 
‘ousting her successful rival, this Legation will once more be exposed to the aunayunices 
from which it has only recently been delivered, ae 
1. NORMAN. 








22 
Enclosure in Ni 


Memorandum by Mb R. Bridgeman respecting a Conversation vith Mr. Bugert, 


Tehran, May 7, 1921. 

I ASKED Mr. Engert, Secretary of the United States Legation, last night how 
the question of the Amerioan agricultural advisers, for whom the Persia Government 
hhas applied, stands, Mn Engert doubts whether it will he possible to secure the 
services of Suitable men. ‘The American Government would not wish to seud any but 
first-class experts, and with the present uncertainty of the political situation in Persia 
Mr. Engert thinks it unlikely that the Persian’ olfer will prove ‘sufficiently attractive 
to-Ainericans who would be suitable to act as advisers to the Persian Governinent id 
the matter of agricultural development. A man holding a good position im thé 
United States, or a man with prospects of obtaining such a position, would not ‘be 
likely to abandon position or prospeots as the case might be snd. make the long 
journey to Porsia withont more definite guarantees than any Persian Government was 
‘at present able to give as to the permanency of his appointment. 

Tasked Mr. [ngert whether thero was any other work. in Persia which would 
offer more attraction to his countrymen than the agricultural adviserships. Ha 
replied that, as far as’ he could sec, the most obvious nianner in which tho United 
States could assist Porain at the present time was by the investment of capital, 
“But,” he added, “boforo this particular question was seriously considered, we 
should have to be sure that the employment of American capital in Peraia would be 
acceptable to tho British Government. My Government takes about the same amount 
of interest. in Porsin ‘that the British Goverment: takes in Costa Tica, lot ua say. 
‘The United States Goverumont would, 1 know, not wish to do aything in Persia 
Which miglit be held by the British Government to intorfere with its policy here.” 
T said that my personal opinion was that the more capital that could be employ 
in Persia, no matter where it came from, the better for all concerned. I daked him 
for what'pwrposea ho thovght American capital could moat successfully be used. in 
thie country, He replied that, a8 ho had told Mr. Norman (seo hie telegranis Noo. 707 
and 744 of tie 26th October ‘and the 13th November, 1920, and others), the objects 
most likely to attract Amerieah investors would ‘be oil. He felt that this. question 
was a delicate one, but he hnd discussed it with Mr. Stuart Morgan, the representative 
of thé Anglo-Porsian Oil Company now in Tehran, and this gentleman favoured thé 
idea, Mr. Morgan thought that there was oom both for American and British 
éxploitation of oil jn Persia, bit was careful to explain that he did not, know whether 
ik chiefs in London would share his opinion, 

Twas struck by the friondly tone of Mr. Enigert, who’ seemed! anxious that any 
Aneriean action in’ Persia should be in as elose co-operation as posible with the 

sritish, 
R. BRIDGEMAN. 


TE 8880/25/34 No. 98, 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Nornian (Tehran), 


(No. 806,) i 
(Peleg shic,) 

OUR telegram No, 409 of 25th July. 
Points raised by Pars notable (see your telegram No. 391) are not withont force. 
‘The longer the South Persia Rifles can he maintained the better will it be for overy— 
body, Further funds from British Government, sources are, however, out of the 
vgueation. The only possible solution which Thad in ind was, to ralso matter with 

niglo-Persian Oil Company on receipt of your eventual reply to my telegram 
No. 206 Suggested extension from three to six months would have the additional 
advantage of ear-warking for 4 farther period. the oil royalties which Persian Govern- 
ment, I am informed secretly, appear bent on using ase security for American loan. 
Lcan therefore only await your views on my telegram No. 206, 
(Repeated to India.) 


Foreign Office, July 28, 1921. 
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[IB 8771/25/34) No. 20. 


Ar, Norman to the Marquess Oitrzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived July 31.) 


No, 420.) 
(Telegraphic, ) a 

YOUR. telegram No. 806. , 
Thad deferred my reply to your telegram No, 296 in tho hope that, your teply to 
my telegrain No, 991 anid adthoriss me, in asoordanice with: suggestion. contained 
therein, to inform the Persian Government that His Majesty's Government wocapted 
their proposal on condition that six months were substituted for three as the period 
‘during which British officors should be retained, thus temporarily solving the question 

., however, your telegram under reference does not appeat to justify such 
by me, List report that there is, in iy opinion, no change that the present: Persian 
wernment will waive altogether condition that other foreign officers should 

eventually by substituted for British, ate , 

Even if the Cabinet were purged of its demagogic clements, which is not, unlikely 
to happen should the Prime Minister obtain vows of confidences in the Medjlias, I doubt 
ie though realising the advantages of retainins the British officers, na he himsslf 
already does, it would now haye the courage to defy the elements in that. assembly 
hostile to Great’ Britain led by Nosrat-ed-Dowleh ond agitator outside, ‘The 
possibility of thrests from the Russian Minister inust also be reckoned with, ; 

Though it is unlikely that the present Government will last. three mouths, it is 
doubifil, in view of the attitude of the Modjliss, whether thelr immediate sudoessors 
Will be in a better position to. give us satisfaction on this point, even if they wish to, 

The best course therefore ik 10 try to obtain the acceptance of the proposal 
‘contained in my telogratm No. 991 if'the oil company will provide the money, which 
the Financial Adviser is contident they will, in the hope that the situation here) muy 
have radically changed six mouths hence, which is pretty sure to be the caso. | 

In the meantime one-third of the South Persix Rifles have ilready been disbanded, 
#0 that there is no time to be lost. 

(Sent to India, No, 420; repeated to Bagdid, No, 244, Shirws, ton South Persia 
Rifles, No. 53.) 


Tehran, July 31, 1921 





{E 8862/2/34) No, 30, 


Mr, Norman to Hart Curzon —(Received Augitdt 3:) 


Fe, ra Pehvan, May 23, 1921, 

WHEN the late Minister for Foreign Affairs took the opportinity to! make mo 
acquainted with the Russian Minister after the official reception held. by. the Shh on 
Gh May to enlobrats the soniye of his birth ‘and of his accession to. the throne, 
Thad @ short conversation sith M. Rothstein, which was resumed after the ofl 
dinner given by the Gorerament on the ame evening, In the eourve of out talk. he 
‘asked leave to visit me, which T readily granted. 

“His visit took place on. the 9th instant and was returned by mo on the 12d, and 
wo conversed on each occasion for about an how ae 

Having thue had some opportunity of forming an impression of M. Rothstein's 
attitude and intentions, I fel it now to he my: duty to furnish your Lordship with’ 

wt on the subject. 4 
7 Port tmoat the first remark which T made to M, Hothstein. vas to. the effect that. the 
British troops hiad all left Kasvin, on their way, to Mesopotamia, whereupon he 
‘excluimed "Aro they really going right out of Patsia ? ‘Thatis a.relief! Now ours 
Will be able to hogin to move also. Our people have been go suspicious.” 

XL Rothstein assared me at our noxt interview that the Russian Soviet Govern- 
mont had no intention of attempting to disturb the present régime at Tebron but were 
yesolved to allow Persia to work out her salvation in her own way, while affording to 
hher any help which she might dosire to receive. Tho Russian Soviet Government, 
though they ‘isd felt! obliged last Juno to take the necessary atops to remove from 
Envzali the shipa which they considered belonged to thom, had. from the. firet 
‘disapproved of tho military adventare undertaken in Gilan’by the Republic. of 
‘Azerbaijan and had systematically advised the latter to, abandon it. Azerbaijau, 


Confidential.) 
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however, 08, was nataral in the case of w young country which had only just obtained 
its independence, was very impatient of any interference, and, a3 the principle of the 
Russian Government, was to treat this State, which was not subordinate to Russia but 
only federated with her, with every consideration and to abstain from any diplomatic 
‘ction which could bo interpreted as an exercise of pressure, it had till lately proved 
impossible to secure the withdrawal of the Azerbaijan troops froin Persian territory. 
Now, however, that the British force was, as I had assured him, in process of evacuating 
North Persia, there was no longer any pretext for delaying the withdrawal of the 
Azerbaijan troops and the Russian Government had accordingly felt justified in 
insisting on their removal, which was accordingly alieady taking place ‘Their with- 
‘drawal would have been effected even sooner but for the suspicions aroused at Moscow 
nd at Bakn by the rofnsal of His Majesty's Governmont to permit British snilitary 
representatives to take part in the joint commission which the Russian Soviet Govern— 
‘ment had proposed to set up to arrange the details of a ultaneous evacuation. [ 
explained the motive of Hia Majesty's Government for declining to be represented on 
this commission ax communicated to me in your Lordsbip's telegram No. 88 of the 
22nd Pebroary, 1921, which, I added, uppeared to me perfectly rensonable, 

M. Rothstein observed that the task of indusing the Azerbaijan Government to 
withdrav their forces had been by: no mean’ easy, because it was impossible to eradicate 
from their minds the idea that Persia was ripe for Soviet rule and that it behoved them 
to assist in ostablishing it, It wns, however, well known’ at Moscow that Porsia was 
still fr from ready for such a form of government, and Gikulo, who was in command 
of the Azerbaijan troops in Gilan, a very sensible man, was equally aware of the fact 
andl had strongly supported at Baku the Russian point of view. 

asked why, seeing that the attitude of tho Russian Goveramont was as described, 
some 400 Russians, all belonging to the same regiment (the 144th of the Lith Army, if 
amy themory: served me) were taking, part in the operations in Gilan. 

‘The Minister answered that, if this was really a0, these men were acting entirely 
without the sanction of their Government. 

T then remarked that, the intentions of the Russian Government towards Persia 
boing 0 gootly it seamed ‘a pity that Trotsky, in a recent speech, had declared the 
intention to embark ons campaign in the Bast this spring, a declaration which could 
‘and in Great Britain, 


not fail to arouse suspicion both in Persi 
M, Rotlistein replied that Trotsky had made uo such declaration and that, in 
gonieral, the leaders of the Russian Soviet were equally: innocent. of most of ‘the 


statements attributed to then by the European press, Much of tho, blame for the 
inisrepresentations of the nowepapers was due to the anti-Bolshevik organ Obshitshee 
Dielo " (* Cause commune”) published at Paris in Russian and in French. This journal 
maintained reporters at Holsingfors whose duty. it was to'eollect and transmit to 
Paris every possible rumour, damaging to the reputation of the Rossian Soviet 
Government, 

Much of what Ml. Nothatein said on the subject of the Bolshovik invasion of Gilan 
and the attitude of his Government towartls Persia inspires scepticism, since the events 
of the last eleven months have made it abundantly plain that the Soviet Goverament 


of Baku are entirely dominated by that of Moscow, and it is pretty curtain that the 


Jatior could, had they chosen, at any moment have compelled the former to withdraw 
theirtroops. Information has, moreover, lately reached this Legation from a trustworthy 
source to the effect that the troops retreating from Gilan are leaving money and arms 
at the disposal of the local Bolsheviks, ag T ventured to foretell would be the case, and 
this.can scarcely be done without authority from Moscow, whence the morey and arms 
in question no doubt originally came, 

M, Rothstein told me that he had formed @ favourable impression of the Persian 
Primo Minister, who had hitherto heen regarded at Moscow as a British agent, but 
whom he had found quite reasonable, and, thogh deficient in experience, 
apparently courageous, energetic, honest of purpose and endowed with imagination. 

Teaid that the Russian Soviet Government, were quite) wrong in looking on Seyyid 
Ziacvid-Din us entirely subsorvient to Great, Britain, is Majesty's Government had, 

+ on the contrary, considerable reason to complain of him both on account of his répudin- 
tion of the Anglo-Persian Agreement and of his action in imprisoning cortain péreons 
who hind some elim to their protection, I took this line deliberately, because Seyyid 
Ziand-Din hind previously bogged me to say nothing in my conyersations with the 
Russian Minister calculated to counteract the impression, whichhe had been at. pains 
to produce, that the altitude of the Persian Government was one of completo impartiality 
between Greit Britain and the Soviet, 


95. 


| .M;, Rothstein said that he fully appreciated the emtiarrassing: position in which, 
His Majesty's Government found themsalves-placet! hy, these arrests, andl that, eo far at 
Russia was concerned the viciona system of granting foreign: protection {. Persian; 
subjects would immediately be ended. : 

T pointed ont to M. Rothstein the great importanes to Persian as, well as) Russian) 
jnterests of reopening, without delay; communications, with: Russia, the lack of which 
was slowly strangling, Northern Persia in a-commercial sense, but I found) that hey 
already fally appreciated this point, for he observed. that, he had -been greatly struck, 
in the course of his. journey) from, the frontier of Khorassan to the capital, by:the: 
‘commercial and industrial stagnation which everywhere prevsiled and which he had 
attributed precigely to the canse named, i 

Altogether, Mf. Rothstein appears on the surface to be excebdingly:xnoderate andy 
reasonable in his views, and has not, in my presence, so far offered: any oriticisms of 
British policy either in, Persia or elsewhere, nor said jone word which could be) 
considered unfricudly to Great Britain, He has, on the contrary, aesured me of the, 
willingness of the Russian Soyiet Government to rate with Hix Majesty's 
Governinent inthe tésk of ensuring the independence of Porsia by supporting the 
present Persia: Government in their work of reform, 

‘M. Rothstein's protestations, however, sound much too | to be trne, and. thy: 
confidence in them has not been strengthened by the fact that, in the course of hist, 
first couversation with the late Minister for Foreign Affairs, he remarked that Great 
Britain was in reality the chief enemy.of Persia, Nevertheless, 1 do not, bolieve. that) 
he has any intention, at any rate.ut-present, of trying to, upset this Goverment and 
substitute, n Soviet Administration, for he remarked to the Minister: of Wan tha, 60: 
Jong as they, remained in office; Persia need fear mo. aggression fron) Soviet Russia, ut 
that, if they fail, the latter might have, to reconsider her policy. is 

Tt appears that these suspicions were fostered) by Mushayer-ul-Mamalek,, andl 1 
earn from the Prime Minister that M, Rothstein is annoyed with.the envoy) for havin 
conveyed to;him nnd to the Soviets what he now conceives to be u.faleo impression o 
the attitude and policy. of the) Persion Government, ‘The Prime/Minister hate to. 
make use of this irritation in order to‘obtain support when ho removes, as he 1s about 
to do, Mushaver-ul-Mamalek, whom he deeply, distrasts, from, bis. proseut. posty whore 
there’ aro considerable opportunities for muking mischief. His Highness's present? 
intention is to substitute for Mushayer-ul-Mamalek Huesoin Quii Khan, Hawab, now 
Persian’ Minister at Berlin, aud to'appoint ‘Taqi-Zado' counsellor uf the Legation. Both 
these persons, being ardent Nationalists, linve always felt the deopost «uapicion of 
Russia, and’ean be trusted not to allow themselves to be imposed ou’ by the Soviet 
Government. Both are. also. strongly (ey ‘ind therefore immun| from the 
danger of falling under Kemalint influence at Moscow: i " 

T encouraged, M. Rothstein to desaribe to mo the achievement of th Russian 
Soviet Government, which he did with great enthusinsin, deolaring thn, in a Europe 
cleewhere bankrupt of statesmen; his country has shown itself capable of proauoing 
great leaders, Incidentally he scouted the suggestion that there was, any, divergence: 
of view botween Lenin and ‘Frotaky, affirming that, the latter yas as adverse a9 the 
former from a policy of, military aggression. The’ immense, difficulties which /Irotaky 
had enconntered in the formation of the. Red army were enough to indispowe him from 
any adventures, Indeed, M. Rothstein made him ‘spear almost pacifist. 1. gather, 
however, from the confidential print that. there is good authority for. contesting the 
view that there is no difference of opinion betweon Lenin and Trotsky. (0 

“M: Rothstein also offered me an unconventional appreciation of Dsershinski, This, 
statesman, he said, was represented as a monster of cruelty because he was at the head. 
of the Extraordinary Commission. In reality, hows thongh saddened’ by the 
tragedy of his earlier years, he was the gentlest of beings, and has never shed! a drop 
‘of blood.” : 


M, Rothetein’s attitude towards the Russian community sonia conciliatory, On 
the Ist May he held a xyeeption at the Legation, at which he invited all Russians to be 
present. He then addressed to his guests a speech in which he asked them all'to join 
the Soviet Republic, and promised forgiveness to all counter-reyolutionaries who did 
80. He added, however, that the ain: of that republic was the conversion of the, whole 
world to Bolshevism, and commiserated the Russians for the bad treatment which, he 
Hated, they bad roceived at the hands both of the Persians and of the British: 

‘Some more members of the staff of the Russian Legation have recently arrived at 
‘Tehran from Baku by way of Enzeli, Resht and Kasyin. ‘They include the future 
‘consul-general at Tehran, a Jew named Hya Levin, who is iid to have lived een 
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yearé in England, and to be violently anti-British’ This personage was much disgusted 
Toifiid;oa his passage throoph the Peraiua Nae, that the Gosenck: Giviion was untae 
the command of British officers, and remarked toa Persian, who was accompanying’ 
him, that the British, before withdrawing their own force, had arranged to maintain in 
this vay: their domination over Northern Persia without expense to themsclves, 

In this connection, I learu from the Prima Minfster that Mf, Rothstein has now 
offered him expert. military advico to reorganise the Persian army, as well as the 
necessary arms and miinitions of war. His Highness replied that if the Bolahovike 
honestly meant to eracunte Gilan, and to abstain from farther aggression against 
Persia, a Persian army for defence against an external foo was not required, whereas, 
if they had not that intention, it was obviously impossible to accept Russian military 
Lirions Ho sugyoned inetend that outs young Peraiaoe sbould be heck t Russia to 
reeéive a) military education. ‘This proposal was hastily rejected, in the opinion of 
Berd Zis-ud-Din, because M. Rothstein knows that any Persian who sees Bolshevism 
at close quarters must become strongly opposed to it and work against it on his return 
to his owo country. 

A militaty.attaché has alto arrived in the person of a young man named Rogachef, 
who appears to have served in the old Imperial army, He is accompanied by an 
assistant, who gives the impression of being a more thorough Bolshevik, and whose 
diity ds stated t0 he to watch his chief, 

Tt is evident fron M. Rothstoin’s attitude and) utterances that he is nervous of 


advantage, for, if M, Rothstein became aware of the attitude assumed by His Majesty's 
Government, the results might be vory serious from the point of view both of Persia 
herself and of British interests there, 
_ Lhave forwarded copies of this despatch to the Government of India ond Hix 
Majesty's High Commissioner in Mesopotamia, 
Th 


ave, ke, 
H. NORMAN. 





1B 9868/2004 /24] No. 31. 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Gurzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced August 3.) 
(No,.77,) 


My Tord 
ly Lord, Tehran, M h 
|.” T-HAVE the honour to. transmit to your’ Lordship, herewith hie ’el thea 
intelligence summaries, for the weeks endéd the 7th, 14th and Qist instant 
eapestvaly, which T have received from the military, attaché 

Topics have been sent to the Director of Military Intelligence, to General 
Headquarters, Bagdad, to the Chiet Havandtaiaie aah 
attaché at Meslied, direct and. wrote SUR AS aia a eee ey 
T have, &e. 

H. NORMAN. 


(Sectet, Enelosnre 1 in No. 31. 
ae Tntelligence Summary No. 1 for week ending May 7, 1921, 
| THERE his been no firing at the Gil i i 
MMaapiucensiarme Ty eek 


due ieee dispositions of the Bolshevik army and of the Persian forces is 


vend, 
Both sites fave entrenched posit i i 
pont idee Have entrench position, the ersian fore having talien over the 
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jing to the fact that civilian trafic is permitted to pass freely, between Menjil 
and Resht, both sides kaye fall information regarding each other's, strength, and 
dispositions. : “ 

he bridge aver the iver at Menjil was completely destroyed by Aagde on the 
25th April: Persian engineers are attempting to, build a temporary, bridge across 
the river, so far without success, .Commimication at present is hy boat at Rudbar. 

Bolshevik troops are reported to be suifeting from feyet and sickness owing to 
their heing in occupation of the low-lying swampy ground. ‘The health and moral 
of the Persian force is good. z ri 

The situation is governed by political developments, Now that British troops 
have been withdrawn, it remains to be seen if the Soviet Government will carry out 
their promises to the Persian Government and. withdraw their forces from Persian 
territory. 


Azerbaijan. 


2. Tabriz Situation quiet, ‘The Governor has released three important 
Bolshevik prisoners, whom he considered that he no longer had the right to, keep 
‘ander arrest now that a treaty between Russia and Persia exists, Bolsheviks in 
the city are attempting to spread their propaganda, but so far their efforts have 
met with Tittle success, eee 

The railway bridge over the Agi Chai, 3 miles from Tabriz station, has been 
destroyed by floods. ‘two engines ane at ‘Tabriz, station and the third ran off the 
line near Marand short time ago, so railway is at present out, of action. It is 
doubtfal whether local Tabriz engineors are capable of repairing bridge. Eflorts 
are being made to replace the derailed engine on the line with a view to reopening 
rail communication with Sharafihanch. ime 

‘Ardebil,—No Bolshevik troops are reported to be in this area, 

4) Urmia,—No further developments re Semko. ens 

5, Makw.—All Turkish troops have withdrawn from Maku to Bayazid, Veisal 
Bey, their commander, in bidding farewell to the Khan of Maku, said that be had 
arranged for thein removal as the khan had objected to their presence, Ho warned 
the Klin that their place would shortly bo taken by Bolshevik troopo, and that the 
Khan would then ask for the Turkish troops to return, Veisal Bey mocked the 
Khan's argument that. the Persian-Bolshevik treaty would provent the Bolsheviks 
invading Persia, 

8, Transcaucasia—Turks ate reported to be evacuating Alexandropol, This, 
will enable Bolsheviks to open through rail communication Tiflis-Erivan-Julfa, At 
present their communication to Erivan is by road from Karaklisse. . 

On the 1st May, 1,200 Bolshevik-Armenian troops were reported to beat Erivan 
and 3,000 Bolshevik-Russian’ troops 18th [? Cavalry) Division along line Exivan— 
Nakhichevan-Ordubad, i 5 

Movement of Bolshevik troops continues towards Persian, frontier with the 
object of preventing the Armenian anti-Bolshevik forge in the Zanghzur area. from 
escaping into Persia, Plier are no indications of Bolshevik troops proparing. to 
cross the Persian frontier in-this area, . 

7. Kasvin—British troops (Norperforee) evacuated Kasvin on the 28th April, 

__ Headquarters and recruiting depot of Persian Cossack Division has heen estab- 
lished in Kasvin. 

8, Hamadan.—Evacnation of Norperforce continues; rearguard reached 
‘Hamadan on the 6th May, 1921. : 

9. Tehran.—M, Rotetein, the Bolshevik Minister, and party arrived Tehran 
the 28th April, 1921, and oocupied the Russian Legation. Dotiils regarding himself 
and party have already, heen given in Meshed Intelligence Summary No, 16, dated 
the 17th April, 1921, He has no escort, but has been, provided ‘by the Persian 
Government with armed guards at the gates of his legation: 

__ He was received by the Shah on the 30th April, 1921, and presented the Shab 
with a photograph album of the leading celebrities of the Soviet Government. He 
then called on various Persian officials. 5 

‘On the Ist May, Labour Day, he held a reception at the Russian Legation, to 
which he invited all Russians, In his speech he stated that he invited all present to 
join the SovietRepublic, and that the pastsins of any who had heen eounter-revolution- 
‘aries would be forgiven, He said that the aim of the Soviet Republic was to convert 
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phe whole world! tt Bolshevism. “He sympithised with the Russians for the bad 
treatment they had received both trom Persian and British hands, “Red clots 
rosettes were distributed to all the guests, many of whom were seen wearing them tha 
“following day im the town, 

Sardar Sepah (Reza Khan) lias been’ appointed Minister for War, but continues 
to Teriain in active command of the Persian Cossacks in Tehran. 
\,... Helis a man ill-fitted for the task, being of poor education and little knowledge 
‘of military matters beyond that of an'n.co. in the Cossack Division, He has hee 


ven great influence over the troops and has a strong determined character, He is 
‘Anti-Bolshevik, and speaks Persian and Russian, 


Communications : 


10, Hamadan-Kascin—Tehran.—Flooded streams have caused several breaks in 
the road between Kasvin and Hainadan and between Kasyin and Tehran, ‘These 
have been repaired and the road has continued open except for short periods after 
‘heavy rain storms, 

Tspahan—Vehian.—Vhe Shur river, at the road crossing between Kin and 
Tehran, is impassable for vehicles, but can be forded with great difficulty. 


\Kasvin--Enzeli— 


(a) Nuinerous landslides between Yuzbashi Chai and Menjil have rendered the 


road dangerous, Working parties have kept it open for carts and light 
cars, Impassable for lorries, 


(b.) Menjil bridge destroyed (see paragraph 1 above), 

( Menil-Na Liason er ) 

(d.) Naglabur-Kudum.—Reported to be impassable for wheeled traffic owing to 
landslides, 

(¢.) Knduin=Enzeli,—Road in good order. 


-°M. SAUNDERS, Liettenant-Colonel, 


Military Attaché, 
Tehran, May 8, 1921, en tet 


Appendix to Enclomre 1. 
dt Russian Porces—Uilan Front, May 1, 1021. 
1, Commanders and Staff. 

Ohief of Operntions Department 
Commissar... Gh 4 
Chief of Administration fs 7 
Commissar ,., i . oh bee 
Commander of Persian Bolsheviks and so-called 

President of the Gilan Republic. 


Commander of Persian Bolshevik cavalry — 
Commander of front line 58 


b. Headquarters at Resht, 


. Composition, 
Avesbuijan Brigade. 
244th Reghnent (Russians, Armenians, Caticasians), 
26th Regiment (Russians, Armenians, Caucasians), 
Buzeli Disciplinary Battalion (Russintis/and Caucasians). 
Azerbaijan Cavalry Regiment, 
Mujahid Regiment (Persian Bolsheviks), 
2 Suppen colnpanies— 
Army (Russians), 
‘Azerbaijan Brigade, 


Ast Iranlau Battery (Persians). 
Ist Azerbaijan Battery. 
Mobile 

Light | }Seotions, artillery. 
ee 


Shik Teasaport Detuebiment. ; 
ist Iranian Sharpshooters Detachment (Persians), 
‘Total strength about— 
4,500 combatants. 
500 staff'and headquarters persotinél. 
700 ton-combatants, 
106 machine guns, 
Sheavy gons) 
15 field ‘and mountain guns; 
4. Distribution. y 
Bane on wo Persian ‘Army Headquarters, 
Headquarter, Azarbei n Brigute 
Averbaij ent ; : 
HYoedquortery and Ist Battalion Ist Sranian Regi 
ent, 4 
It Azorbafjan Battory (loss 1 eoction), 2 guns. 
Mobile Section, 2 guns. 
Light Section, 2 guns, 
Speoial Section, 2 guns, 
Tat Azerbaijan Regiment. 
1 battalion, 3rd Azerbaijan Regiment, i 
Field Hendquarters: and 2nd Battalion, 1st Iranian 
nen aan 
and Azerbaijan. nent, r 
rd Avorbaljan Region, Jom 1 batalion. 
244th Regiments 
2 guns, tsb Azerbaijan Battery. 
‘Azerbaijan Brigude Sapper Company. 
26th Hegiment. i 
si Bhueli Dioiplinary Battalion, 
1 equadron hid Regiment. 
Dil muntons Mogjaebid Regent, 
Karsor (24 miles south: west 1st Iranian Battery ;/4 guns. 
of Iman Zadé Hachem) 
Envali ... Ng S 


Passikban 


Kudom 


Headquarters Kortified Area, 
‘Army Sapper Company. 

8 naval guns. 

24th ‘Transport Detachment; 8 lorries 
Noto—The following unit is, unaccounted for: . 

1 battalion, Ist Iranian Regiment. 


Dispositions and Strength of, Petrian Coneacks, Gilan Front. 


rola (dity oily). ; 
FE aie) roheavhey W mdinsta 
fae 


2nd Position; 500 infantry, hewdquarters of front 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Huddleston). 

400 infantry, ‘ 

4 fold guus (2 British, 2 Russian), 

200 cavalry. 

100 infantry. 

2 mountain guns. 

10 cavalry. 
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Dat miles east of Strong post of 30 infantry and 10 cavalry, 
enji 
Kasvin.., Headquarters (Lieutenant-Colonel Smyth). 
Recruit depot. 

Hospital, 

500 gendarmes (infantry), 

LOO Wii (cavalry). 


Finjan... 


Tonwkabin <. 200 infantry. 
‘Total strength— 
1,780 infantry. 
290 cavalry. 
sMield guns, 
4 mountain guns. 
600 gendarmes, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 31. 
(Secret) ; 


Gilan, 


RHE Russian consul-general for Tehran, named Levin, passed through the 
Bolshevik front into the Persian lines on the 7th May, and on reaching Menjil 
announced that the evacuation of Russian forces from’ Persia had already com- 
menced and is to be completed by the 18th May. On the 8th May the Russian mili- 
tary attaché for ‘Tehran ‘reached Menjil from Moscow. He is a man about 28 years 

f ussian army, named Rogachof, He recently 


old, a Don Cossack of f old 
commanded a Bolshevik di His assistant, named Rosenbaum, accompanied 


him, & Jew of extreme Communist tendenci 

. On the 12th May, a Russian officer deserter stated that Azerbaijan troops 
relieved the Russians that day, and that the Russian troops were under orders to 
embark at Enzoli on the 15th’ May, He stated that the Azerbaijanis were to be 
relieved it week later by rebels under Quali Qurran and Asanullah Khan, and that 
the Bolsheviks are prepared to support these rebels secretly with money and arms, 
Kuchik Khan is reported to be in close liaison with the above tivo rebel loaders and 
to intend to occupy Reaht on the withdrawal of the Bolsheviks, thus denying the 
oeupation of Resht to the Persian Government troops. There has been no chan; 
in the dispositions of the Persian forges in Gilan during the past week. Training 
has made little progress ovsing to the fast of Ramazan, ‘The British officer instru: 
tors with the foree nove number fourteen. 

‘Two Russian batteries were reported by a casual to be 

Reaht to Enzeli on the 10th May: d SS a 


Azerbaijan. 


2. Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs reports that a column of 8,000 Russi: 
were near Pul-i-Sayeh (70 miles north-west of Astara) on the 10th May, Piaalrl 
anxious about the possible violation of the frontier. ‘This column is one of those 


engaged in operations against the Armenians, ki i 
ged opera ig i Armeniians, who have taken refuge in the 


Intelligence Summary No. 2 for week ending May 14, 1921. 


zie 

‘he railway from Sharafkhaneh to the Agi Chai brit $ 

fommeny) reparapaneed rata on the 6th ‘May. eA ea ae eres 
js Russian name ladin telegraphed from Astara to the Gor af 

at Tabriz that he had been ordered 0 Table from ene to Sepeeentiie: Ruste 


Co-operative Society (““Centrosoyuz"), and that he desired to occupy the Russi 
consulate, A reply was sent by the Governor-General welcoming Ito, but saying 
that Me sad not uee the consulate without instructions from Tehran. 

i¢ Persinn Government contempl: ti i 
‘itiation ia Gilan has been cleared ugh 7s “Balms the Shehsevans, after the 


Tehran, 


3, Nazm-ud-Dowleh has been appointed Under-Secretary for War. He was 


roost Governor of Zinjan, and is an old, incapable man, quite unfitted for the 


Colonel Kazim Khan has been appointed Chief of the Staff. He was eleven 


au 


years-in the Turkish army! and four years at the Turkish Militmy College at 
Constantinople Anbanergeac: sient oiicen = Bpesicn Krenchtndankdat) 

A scheme for the anisation of the Persian Cossack Division and the 
gendarmerie which will combine both into one army organised on European lines is 
under discussion by the Persian Government, The scheme includes|the abolition of 
the names “Cossack Division”? and “gendarmerie.” The gendarmerie has, been 

aced under the Minister of War instead of under the Minister of Interior, as 

litherto, Its Swedish officers are greatly displeased at the change. The three 
military schools in Tehran, namely, the Cossack Dyin Cadet School, Gendarnierie 
‘Officers’ School, andthe Military School, have been amalganiated into one Military, 
College for the training of officers, for which the Persian Government propose to 
cask for British instructors, i 

Reports received from various sources state that the’ Bolsheviks are importing 
silver 5-kran pieces of Mucafiir-ud-din Shah, minted in Russia, Brand new coins 
‘of this pattern have recently appeared in circulation. 

Strength of the detachment Cossack Division in Tehran is 3,800, of whom 1,200 
are recruits, é 

M. Rotstein, the Bolshevik Minister, is reported to be expecting shortly a 
wireless installation, 

Hamade 


4. British troops evacuated Haradan on thé 9th May, 1921, ‘Phe headquarters 
‘of Norperforce are now at Kerind. 


Astarabad. 


5, The Governor of Astarabad reports that Bolshevik agents are attempting to 
spread propaganda in the town amongst the inhabitants, and that the’Arnionians 
there and at Bander-.Gas haye trade connections with the Bolsheviks, 


Communications. 


6, Lspahan-Tehran—The' bridge over the Shur river’ has been repaired, and 
the road is now open for traffic, 


7, Kasvin-Enzeli—Efforts to build a temporary bridge over the Safed Rud 
river at Menjil have failed. A trestle bridge, 1,000 yards above the site of the old 
bridge, is to be constructed when the depth of water falls sufficiently to permit of 
this being done, In the meantime, boata are being, collected at Menjil for fereying 


ind stores, 
pee) ta M: SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Cotonel, 
British Military Attaché. 
Tehran, May 15, 1921., 


Enclosure 3 in No. 31, 


Intelligence Summary No. 8 for. week ending May 21, 1921. 
Gilan. 

‘The evactiation of the Soviet troops from Gilan continues, ‘ 

A cordon has been established by the Boloviks round Enzelt trove, which 
no civilians are allowed to pass. \is is considered to be normal precantions to 
cover embarkation, Sa 

‘The Persian rebels Qualu Qurran and Asanullah Khan haye definitely joined 
hands with Kuchik Khan, and their combined forces have occupied the front latel 
evacuated by the Soviet troops. ‘The rebel strength is reported to be'4,000, wi 
60 machine guns. fists ‘ 

‘The force consists of a mixture of Averbaijanis, Gilanis, Caucasians, Turks 
and Kurds; Officers are mostly deserters from the gendarmerie, ex-Russidn n.0.08, 
and Gilanis. Pay: regulars get 6 tomans «month and rations, integulars get 15 
to 25 tomansia month without rations. pate a 

‘Kuohik Khan has his headquarters close to Kasma, which village is strongly 
entrenched. ? ; 

Negotiations ‘between Kuchik Khan and the Persian Government aro in 
progress, and it is yet uncertain as to whether he means to oppose the Persian forces 
‘or not. 
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‘There has been no change in the dispositions of the latter during the past week. 


who are awaiting orders from the Government as to their future action. 

A report dated the 20th May states that the Russians will keep two armed 
vessels stationed at Enzeli, 

Before: the war they had one vessel stationed at this port. 
Azerbaijan. 


Makw.—A report from Tabriz, dated the 17th May, states that a Turk 
accompanied by ten soldiers had come to Maku, and announced that he had been sent 


there to become Turkish consul. This has caused unrest in the town, from which, 


‘Turkish troops had only recently withdrawn, © 

Tabriz—The Armenian ‘Archbishop is trying to persuade the Armenian 
refugees in Tabriz to return to Erivan. He states that the Bolsheviks, who had 
persecuted the Armenians in Erivan, had been recalled, and had been replaced by 
ney men with orders to adopt a more moderate policy. Reports from various souress 
confirm the fact that the Bolsheviks are adopting a more moderate attitude in Trans- 
caucasian, 

A report dated the 17th May states that there are 400 Bolsheviks frontier guards 
between Shahtakt and Julfa, 
Urmia, 


‘The British consul at Tabriz, in a report dated the 4th May, states that Simko 
has complete control of the area Salmas to Sulduz, and that Persian. officials have- 
been debarved from entering this area for several months. 


Mazandoran, 


Mayed, a Mazanderan notable who lives near Sari, was visited on the 
Bist April by a representative of Kuchik Khan with a proposal that he sould ally 
himself with Kuchik Khan, On the 8th May he had a similar proposal made to him 
by a representative of Asanullah Khan, He is said to have accepted the former but 
rejected the latter 
Bander-i-Ga: e the Ist May, four ships with trade goods have visited 
Rander<:Guz from Krasovodsk, On the 16th May a: Russian armed vesol visited 
the port. 


Tehran, ff 


‘The Russian military attaché, Boris Rogachof, visited me on the 19th. May 
and stated that all Soviet: troops are evacuating Persia immediately, and that the 
Russians will not interfere in any action the Persian Government may take to deal 
with rebels, such as Kuchik Khan.“ He promised to inform me when the evacuation 
was completed, 

On the 21st May, at another interview, he stated that the Russian rearguard 
was at Resht, and that the area south of Resht had been completely evacuated. ‘This 
confirms information from other sources. 

The task of reorganising the Persian army has been brought to a standstill 
during, the past week owing to differences haying arisen between the War Minister 
(Reza Khan) and the Prime Minister (Gayed Zia), ‘The former ts jealous of foreign 
interference and is opposed to executive powers being given to British officer 
instructors, us he thinks this will lessen his control. ‘The Prime Minister, on the 
other hand, is in favour of giving British officers greater powers, 

‘The Shab has been intriguing with Reza Khan for the removal of Sayed Zia, 
whom he does not like, and as Reza Khan controls the only armed force in Tehran, 
the fall of the present Cabinet seems imminent, 

‘Whe’ Russian Legation, Hones outwardly neutral, secretly encourages Reza 
Khan and his adherents. A reliable informant states that M, Rotatein is in close 
touch with Kemalist representatives in Tehran and is taking a very active interest 
in Kemalist activities in Northern Kurdistan. A list of the present members of the 
Russian Legation in Tehran is attached (Appendix), An increase in staff for the 
‘Legation is reported to be en route from Russia. 

‘The War Minister (Reza Khan) and the Tehran detachment, Cossack Division, 
haye moved to summer quarters in the barracks of Qasr-Kajar, two miles north of 


‘Tebran. 
‘M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


British Mititary Attaché. 
Tehran, May 22, 1921, 
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Appendix to Enclosure 3, 
_ Russian Legation, Tehran, May 23, 1921. 


| Miniter ip - Rotaein 
: vin, 
eee ‘ Nikonovitob. 
Sond, c Perekin, 
Military atta 3 Boris Rogachot: 
Assistant to military attaché «.. Rosenbaum. 


Personal séoretary fo Minister... Pirlo 
Clarke aye 7A * Tyschonko. 
wer a 5 RNeasy 
i y regin. 
cit Mice Abul Talib Khan, 
| Anvel-Mulle Babaev (fomale), 
(Russian lady) ? name, 


. Persian clerk, 


Details already reported. 

Comes from Askabad ; son of a lawyer. 

From Moscow. aL 

Tn 1914 was lioutenant in Somenovelki Regiment: of 
Guards at Petrograd, Aged about 28, Recently 
commanded a BL division, Badly wounded in 
war. Well read, keen military student, 

Formerly employed in Russian bank nb Reaht, 
Was a member of the B.L. Committes under 
Schalyapin at Wnvali in February 16, Eacaped 
Gyhen' mumbers of thin) conittes wore arrested 
by British, k ; 

Worked vighteen years in Russian consilate at 
Rest, . P 

Rorinetly employed in Russian consplate, Tehri 

‘A Perwian Democrat, . 

Daughter of formon head of seotet polios at Resht, 

fer father is now at Baku, 





[B 8771/25/24) No. 82. 
The Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran). 


ty ae hic.) Foreign Office, August 3, 1921) 
legram No, 420 of Sist July, ‘ 
You nny aeept, the Persian Goveraments, proposal, reposted in parkgraph 1 of 

iar talogrann No, 890 of 16th July, inoreasiny tho period from three to six months, 
Jour Then T hone from you. that the Persian Government, agree in principle I will 


proach the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
ee OS eee eee 
[ 8987/76/94) No. 88. 
Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedlaston—(Received Auguat 6.) 


(No. 432.) _ 
hie. 
(ee OELOWING trom Financial Adviser :— 
fis doubtful whether Prime Minister will dare to’submit to Medjliss question of 
Financial Adviser's employment, or if he does whethor the Jattor will give a favourable 


decision, Anti-British Party, led by Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, bus now a majority ; Democrats 
‘are also hostile, and many. elementa favonrabls to employment lack eourege 


{7580} 


Tebran, Auguat 6, 2921. 
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“Even if Modjliss vote for employment, conditions may be unsatisfactory. 
Obviously Financial Adviser must have some power, but national sentiment will not 
tolerate anything like British control Bargaining will then become necessary, and 
Financial Adviser wishes to be informed as soon as possible and quite explicitly 
Tala iey St Lejpteal | Banks IGE Papas aT age TE Woe eae eit Pekan 
advances on his ndviee, he ean get an honest Government into power. If, on the 
other hand, advances or overdrafts are to be continued \neonditionally, the present 
corrupt administration or a similar one will go on stealing or wasting money so long all 
Fen pronidod fram Tenens Greateee aitiealtyio tine Mirinier oe Weenie perma 
Cossacks, dominates the Cabinet, obtsins most of the funds in the Treasury, and if the 
Medjliss does not succeed in controlling his demands, the only remedy is to cut off as 
supplies until he is disposed of. 

“‘Binanoial Adviser does not believe Americans will lend a dollar to finance Persian 
dit Mhey axe out for ol ony, nnd se there is for the present nothing to be dono 
in that line, 

“Can Financial Adviser count on British group not only to lend but also to out 
off all supplies on his advice ? 

“Finanelal Adviser begs above may be communicated urgently to Sir H, Barnes 
‘and Sir ©. Greenway.” 





[B 8998/76/84) No. 34, 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Qurzon of Keilleston.—(Iteecived August |) 


(No, 
(Telogeaphic.) Patan, August 5,10 

Sivinneditly pitoniitig taleararas a a 
agred. generally with opinions expreasud, vxeept that Iam even moro, peamnisti 
regniling Heprobblliy'cte hiya Geciion ot MaMediiag on 

The lata nay no have the sumo to dion Bhnnsal Adviney ut it doe 
hot ajcoued in, ahirkihg, discussion of question allogether will probably refér it toa 
committee, which will neverireport on it, 

‘Aconrtling to prevent indications Medjlis is unlikely to last long. 

Ib will be seen that Finanolal Adviser now advocates the policy which [recom 
meniled tivo. months igo, He dedates, however, that even if he had rooogoisad ta 
soundness at that time he could not fiave adopted it beenuse bis. hand was forced by 
Action of Imperial Bank of Petwia (ove my telegram No, 354), which ho ix anxious. to 
prevent a repetition of. 

I would further point ‘out that to yield to intimidation as on the occasion in 
queation is simply to invite further dema 

Financial Adviser now finds his position so unpleasant that be wish 
tub if novoitheless ling to Meay ol 
in dived fro his\preselis herd 

ending an expression of your views, Ihave recomended him to remain while he 
Tumi share of et ployment. 


{ 


. to withdraw, 
nig a) you consider that any political advantage 





[H 9140/25/84) No. 35. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr, Norman (Lehran). 


(No, BL0:) 
‘Telesraphic,) 
oY slog No. 414 of 27th July, 
the Persian Government agree to the arrangement contemplated in my telegrain 
No, 912 of rd August, you may inform them that His Majesty's Gov 
eines the stovcats hauifies otsharge |, ik ay a ere 
(Repeated to India.) 


Foreign Ofice, August 11, 1921, 





$5 


[iE 9218/76/34) No, 36, 
Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 12,) 


139. 
{te sph) Delran, August 10, 1921. 

OLLOWING from Financial’ Adviser 

1. I learn indireotly through United! States Legation that Government: have 
asked Bethlehem Steel as well a8 Standard Oil for loan and both refused. Ve 

“9, Had along interview Friday with Prime Minister, who admitted negotiations 
with Americans througl Vossugh, but implied that these weré over, 
“Tam not satisfied that he’ told me the whole truth, Tbelieve that he would, 
prefor me anid my friends, but in case of nee! he would like second string, ‘ 
“5, Probably Medjliss will soon be closed either by this Prime Minister or next, inv 
order to avoid adverse vote on my employment. mii ‘ 
ed, Prime Minister asked me exact extent of financial assistance whiet could 
procure’ from my friends, and. mised question of railways, anid that British’ group 
Proc undoubtedly fnangs construction of Stato railway forthivith, ox well financings 
Goficits, subject to reform. ‘This made great impression, as there is a strong desire to 
in railways immediately. Isee no reason why railway loan should bo contingent pon 
francial reform, Please inform me confidentially how fay British, group will go. ‘They 
can easily establish their position and mine by outbidding all rivals. 

t Please also inform mo whether British group will support mo iu turning off the 
tap. Tt muay bo necessary either to withhold or to diminish advance uext month in 
rate to bring Cossack commander to reason, If British group nccapt my proposal, 
MoMurray should be instructed not to foree my hands. 

‘G, Bakhtiari khans for the mom-nt friendly and quiet, - . 
‘Please communicate above to Sir ©. Greenway and Sir H, Burnes if thery ts no 


objection,” 





[E 9204/76/24) No. 87. 


Mr. Novman ta the Marquess Cursowaf Kedleston,—(Received August 12) 


No. 441.) 

‘Telegraphic:) 
MY telegram No. 499. ; 
Following from Financial Adviser — 


“ Yestorday Prime Minister, after two months! lying, told ma purt of the truth. 
Government. is set on an enormous borrowing programme, Details are, domewhat ae 
follows, but Prime Minister manipulated thom to suit my muppoted prejudices; Total 
Youn, 100,000,000 or; perhaps, 150,000,000, tomans ; security, oil revenues ‘and 
custome; ‘ebjeots, to pay off British loans, finasioe budget defoits, internal. develop- 
sant. Easteinclades rativay construction; re-establishing of late Russian banks as 
meenul bank. with capital’ of some 26,000,000, mineral development, irrigation, 


‘Pobwvani, Auguat V1, 1921, 


state of external debt, and told him: 

t to about $,000,0001, | Rominded him that 

Ny ceaerved, In anewor to my enquiry where he proposed 

to raise loan, be lied and told me that he had already, an offer bf 15,000,0002, fiom 

British [sic] capitalists. He asked how far my friends would go ‘and on what terms, 
‘and in particular what was estimated cost of railways. sos 

Ni feis unnecessary for me to criticise the numerous follies of this programme, 

which shows. equsl ignorance of exiting obligations and country's real needs and 

oper order to be followed in meeting them, 
F Pre British interests and. those of. Persia alike are yet to be saved I venture to 
suggest the following course of action, vin=— > 


‘4, ‘That British group should outbid Ameritans Poth as to amount and terms, if 


possible. - ; 
wr3, ‘That an immediate offer (a) for: railway construction, (b) for whole programme 
should be cabled and negotiations started to gain tine, : 

[7580] : F2 
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“<3, That should this corrupt and inefficient Government, fall His Majesty's 
Government will give their utmost moral sipport to honest nationalist Government, 
which would probably succeed it wud which has given me formal assurances of support. 


“Wiruz has bought the majority of Medjfiss, and fear that he may have also 
bought the present Prime Minister. 

“«Positiou is one of extreme anxiety for me, as Lrwalise that so long as there is 
a real alternative to British group it will not, be practicable to cut off monthly: loans. 
Moreover, in the background there is the possibility of famine if ‘Tehran grain supplies 
ave not floanoed and the sinistor figure of niltary dictator who may eect another 
coup @'Btat if his wild expenditure is curtailed and who is in intimate relations with the 
Russian Legation, : 

“T should add that the view of the present Government is that Khostaria 
‘concession is invalid, and they propose to assign it to their new bank. 

““Howover this may be, there is not the faintest possibility of present Medjlies 
validating it, 

‘In thig anxious position I beg for your advice, and earnestly request that any 
ofter which Sir C, Greenway and Sir H, Barnes may have to make may be com 
municated to me with the Toast, possible dela; : 


[1B 9205/76/24) No; 38, 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Qurzon of Kedleston,—(Iteceived August 12.) 
(No, 442. Very Confidential.) 


(olegraphic.) 
ALY inntaediately preceding, tae 


__Lagree generally with Binancial Advi , but dissent from opinion that it 
impracticable to cut off monthly: Ioana irom British sources. Without such loans 
prevent Government, 1ust, fally because they eunot. obtat rom elgowhere in 
time 10 save themselves, so that reul alternative mentioned does not, for the moment, 
exist, 
Tshould bs possible to put w decent Cabinet in power immediately afterwards 
whon louns éinld be resumed with some chance of part of proceeds being devoted to 
urchuse of grain to stave off famine which Financial Adviser fears, and which 1 also 
lieve to be. possible, and thus prevent bred riots, There is on the other hand fo 
sznrantes that mona given to present Government would bo ume for this purpost 
‘The only drawback to stoppage of loans is probability that Cosmoks, led by 
prevent Minister of War and encouraged by Russian Legation, would create disturb- 
ances, result. of whioh could not be foreseen, but I believe this could bs preveuted by 
promt appolatment of x better Government, 
ove observations are, however, I admit, academic because chief manager of 
Imperial Bank of Persia, who hos free band, is determined to advance w further sum 
of 500,000 tomans next month, which neither 1 Adviser nor I can prevent, 
Chi fears sack of bank by unpaid troops, desires to rebut, char 
ith this Legation and Financial Adviser to starve Persia into'submission to 
British oppression, and 1 understand, having bought too much ourrenéy, wishes to gew 
id of some of it. 


Tehwan, Auguat V1, 1921. 


(8987/76/24) No, 89. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedteston:to Mr. Norman (Tehran). 
ee 520, Confidential.) 
Foreign Ofice, August 12, 1921. 


(Tele, ee ) 
‘OUR telegrams Nos. 432 and 433 of 5th August. 


T will send Financial Adviser's message to the bank, but Iam telling them that I 
‘assume no responsibility for the advice tendered to them therein. 

If bank were to adopt Financial Adviser's recommendations, it would practically 
enable latter to starve out present and put ina new Government. I am indifferent as 


to who is in office in Persia, but do not care to see Financial Adviser controlling 
Persian Governments, 
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TE 9248/76/24] No: 40. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—{Received August 13.) 


Teliran, August 12, 1921. 


Nea ey No, 441. 
ime Minister has made « similar statement to Mr. Havard. . 
He denied that there was no'chanee of obtaining a loan in United States, but said 
‘that he would far rather apply to Great Britain. His had great hopes of reconciling 
deputies, even Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, to employment of Financial Adviser wich a Timite 
staff. 7 
To spite of his statementa'T believe he is only willing to tum to us because his 
American negotiations have broken down, and this impression is confirmied by informa 
tion supplied to His Majesty's Government froin another source, which shows, that 
chemo for employment of sum borrowed as unfolded to Financial Adviser embodiek 
substantially his real intentions. 





[1B 9260/32/34) No. 41. 


Mp. Norman to Karl Curzon. —(Neecived August 15,) 
No, 109) 


My Lord, Tehran, July 2; 192). 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to. your Lordship herewith an able and intoveatio 
memorandum proparad by Mx, Sinast, Oriental Searetaty of this Legation, setting fort 
the policy which, ia his opinion, it behoves His Majesty's Government to, putes: in 
Onder that British interests, politcal and commercial, inay be, preserved, for the Longest, 
omible time and throughout the largest possible part of Persik against, the nttacke of 
The Russia Soviet Government, which is ut this moment developing with alarming iad 
‘unexpected spend in tho northern, provinoes and which, unloss timely, measures aro 
taken to check it, will soon extend to:the rainainder of the Empiry. , 

Mr, Smart hus prevented the case #o plainly and completely, andat the same tine 
with wo mush restraint, that T can safely leave his memorandum to mpoak for iteelt und 
abstain from elaborate commenta on it. - 

"Your Lordship will have srathered from my recent telegrams that entirely, share 
his view that, unless the maintenance of the South Persia ifles can by. some mounk or 
‘other be assured; British interests in this country, and. especially tho oilfields, can only 
be sayed from total destruction by: the subsequent, adoption ‘of measures far more costly 
and far wore open to objection from apolitical point of view. Pts 

Not only, however, are’ British interesta m Persia at stake, but our position in 
Indik will be seriously affected by the disappearance of the foros, becaure it, offers. the 
‘only seoure foundation for the local arrangements. which are necessary to prevent, the 
ponietmtion of Bolshevism to that portion of the fronticra of the dependeney which 
marches with Eastern and South-Eastern Persia, , 

‘The Russian Soviet Government and theit agents everywhere openly. prostain 
their chief objects to be the destruction of the British Empire and the paramount 
necessity, if this ia to bs achieved, of expelling the British from India, Tt vould 
therefore seem to be tempting Providetice to neglect, any measure calculated to frustrate 
their designs in this conneotion. ‘ 

Tt isa fortunate cireumstance that the detachment, of the South Rersia Rifles 
syhich was moved to Ispahan at the instance of tho Inte, Persian Government still 
emains at that town, for its presenoe there will afford ts an important initial advantage 
Hfove decide to make an effort to maintain und oonsolidate oun position in the south, 

T have forwarded copies of this despatch to the Government. of India and His 
Majesty's High Coumnissioner in Mesopotamia, Pe 

ve, Bo, 


H. NORMAN. 
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Enclosure in No. 41, 
Memorandum on England and Russia in Persia. 


ion in Northern Persia is developing so rapidly that ite possibilities now 
call for the earnest consideration of His Majesty's Government. 

‘The withdrawal of our troops and the arrival of a numerous Russian mission are 
already producing the results anticipated. 

‘The capital is now uncovered, and Persia's relations with Russia must henceforth 
be governed by the ever-present menace of military intervention, veiled or open, 

‘Tehran and! the northern’ provinces are exposed to the unimpeded ‘activities of 
Rostiam agents, adequately supplied with funds for purposes of propaganda, 

Aguinst thisactivity we are practically unarmed. ‘The paucity of our own agents 
and the inndequate means at their disposal render any effective counter: on our 
part out of she question, At Tobran ur contact with Persians is mainly maintained 

two oflieils, the Oriental Secretary and the vice-consul, who both have more work 
than they can comfortably manage. M. Rothstein lias at his disposal large staff in 
continual relations with Persian sud Caucasian elements of the capital. Both he and 
his subordinates are displaying the greatest activity in exciting Persians against-us or 
discouraging them from co-operation with us, Neither in Eastern Azerbaijan, Talich, 
Ghilan, Mazanderon, Astrabad nor Khamssh is there a single British ageut to 
counterict the machinations of Russian agents, whom we know to be at work in those 
parts, ‘The funds at ourdisposal are so trifling as to exclude the possibility of British 
propaganda. Bolehovik' methods ure so unconventional that diplomatic, opposition i 
hound to be ineffective, Moreover, it is extremely difficult to produce judicial evidence 
‘of Russi irregularities 

‘The inevitable result, of these conditions is that the capital and. the northern 
provinees ars weidually being atttucted into the sphere of Russian influence, Bofors 
lonig we hist expect to find installed at Tehran a Government more amenable to Russian 
presure thin to ours, 


Tn these ciroiumstances, it 
and probable that our m 
soon’; This, anyhow, 


ible that our Financial Adviser and his aasistante 
the north may be forced to retire from the 


hattle in the north. : 

‘The consolidation of ont situation in the south depends principally-on two fuctors— 
the South Persia Rifles and the Bakhtiari. 

Tspaban is the crux of the southern problom, Tt is the meoting-place of the grout 
southern highways and the centre of Bakhtiari polities, 

‘The late Government transferred some of the South Persia Rifles to Ispabau, thus 
ringing that town effectively into the southern system, 

"The miintenanice of the South Porsia Rifles id the essential condition off w southern 
consolidation, It is unlikely that, funds will be regularly available for its maintenance 
froin ustive souroos at present, If the South Porsia Rifles are nit to be dissolved, Hin 
Majesty's Government will have to guaranted their biidget, until arrangemesits cin be 
suo; vithyr through the ‘TohmnCoveriment- oF: through w southern’ block, for: the 
regalar financing of the foros, 

Tr His Majesty's Government are not prepared to reconsider their refusal to- 
provile any further fis forthe Hanintaundce GF tos SOU Porn’ Kiera eatct 
hope to isolate Ispahan fiom the northern anarchy and Russian influence. Once 
Russian vyents’ are able. to exervise effective. power in Iepaban, they will have little 
Aifiouly iu dosing the iseoure Pakhtie tribal atom, with the reall that the 
safety of the oilfields will be compromised, and a British force will probably be required 
to protect these vital interests, ‘The expense of the maintenanes of sich on ariny 
of oooupation will by fain exces of the modese sums reyuired by the South: Boma 

es, 

‘Tho disbandment of the South Persia [titles will, moreover, throw Fars into anarchy, 
seriously weuken our influence there, injure, if not annihilate, British and Indian trade, 
reduce the customs revenues, which form che’ security for British loans, and exposo the 
provinos t+ Russian penetration from Ispahan, 

I the South Persia Rifles are maintained, there is a fair prospect of a 
southern consolidation favourable to our interests. Tt would be necessary to come 
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to arrangements with the Bakhtiaxis for the ‘stabilisation of the internal situatio, 
jn their conotry, and for their co-operstion in the Govemorships at present, held by 
the Kiane-—inq, Tspaban, Yerd and Kerman. A similar arrangement would. be 
cecacsury with Sbaokat-ulMulke to. preserve Kainay, and Seistan ygainst, Russian 
{nfltration south-eastwards, The Great Salt, Desert: jnterposes a natural, impassable 
barrier bebreen Seistan and Yerd, ‘The savage nnarchy’of Iuistan and the independent 
iaolation of Bosht-iKKuh provide elfestive barrier in the central west. Novth of these 
Timits we cannot Nope to take effective action unless Mesopotamia, for the defence of i 
Lown frontiers, can exercise a steadying influence in Kermanshah and Kurdistan, 

Major Noel, iow at Tehran, has been discussing informally with the khans the 
means of ensuring a Bakhtiari consolidation. ‘The relations: between the khans anc 4 
thee tribesmen are bad, and without come. form of British imeiation the latter are 
likely to prove very aimenable to Bolshevik propaganda, ‘The divisions between the 
Khaie themselves are chronic, wnd this discord would minke them an easy prey to 

evik agents, if ‘ 
ee see uve tentatively auggeated that» Bakhtin’ police forem about, 500 
strony, should be rased under British ofoors'to assurw the: invernal onl of the, tiby, 
‘This free would be under the general gupervision of His Majesty's consul in Bakhtiari, 
vio would thus be inn position to improve the lot of the teiberinen, t prvsent 
neglected hy the khans, ‘and at the same time to maintain the authority. and ‘unity of 
the two ruling families. ‘he khons themselves, haunted by the spectre of Boldhovixn, 
would Weloome British intervention on these Ines, Theis valuable propetig ars ty 
Susie of Bakhitins’ country, and they would, probibly not object to being eliova 
the intetnal responsibility. of their tribe provided they could count on its support, when 
aE ae Noel entimates thnt the oost of this police foes would amount to shout 
250,000 tomans a year, ie, av the ver mae ae ees soe ‘here 

vi a Out jnitial outlay, which has not ye es ated. 

OE a eave tao dated ton Brio sours, whist would 
‘us wintatenange, ‘The khans profess 
he maintensnes of tho: fore 
cin outside districts under their 


id the family, of 


Kawam-ul-Mulk, who, with the support of t Be 
the road to. Bui amust, be the po us ate poly As Atty 

iit rial force ant 1e local inter 
Be: Se iad TC be possible to Bre Kavvam-ul-Mulk stich guarantees a3 
Would. induce hin to accept Sarimn-ud-Dowleh a5 Governor-General, ‘The Pvinee 
himaclf would probably like to be Sovereign of the southern confederation, bt neither 
the Bakhtiaris nor the Kawasnis are likely to soquieses, in nig domination, 
moreover, being oppressive and corrupt, would provide the Bolsheviks in the north with 
ai good arguunent against us in te south. ‘The digpogal of Sarimn-ud-Dowleh is a ea 
A eee ene eared at, the proper smoments 1 only wish here to indicate the 


-dvntiity of keoping him within our conten aytan, 
of 


‘he problem of Kainat and Seistan ix comparatively simple. These provinces 
are aie he eftotive control. of the, somindopendant. oud hereditary rules 
Sheokat-ul-Mulk, who is entirely in our camp. The:only question to. be consi 
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is the raising of a small police foree for internal order. ‘This question has: already been 
discussed by Shaokat,'the Persian Government-and ourselves, Shaoknt proposed to 
raise a simall foros, largely from among our distanded levies, and the Persian 
Goveriment upproved the scheme, provided the cost of the force were defenyed froin 
Yocal maliyyat.  Shuokat maintained that a grant from the customs should ‘be made 
for this pump, und the local customs administration, in view of the fact that veourity 
‘on the roads tended to increase the Seistan customs receipts, supported his view. 
Negotiations were interrupted by the fall of the late Cabinet. Tt should be| possible 
to obtain the necessary assignment’ of local customs revenue for the peop of 

to which a few British offfcers might gradually: and) unobtrusively be 


wernor, would be in the nature of an outpost, to be bald 


ld be held without 
difficulty. i 

Kerman, with a Bakhtiari Governor and the South Persix Rifles at Kerman and 
long the road to Bunder Abbas, could be held with equal ease, 

"The Gulf ports ate already dominated by us, an 
Sheikh of Mohummenih, is equally secure. 

It is essential that throughout. this southern system our influence should be 
oxeieised to restrain the rapacity and tyranny of local maguates and governors, and 
for tia pup the Mouth Pera, in, the Bakhtiari police foree and the Sei 
Tevies are indispensable. As little ground as) possible’ must be given to Bolsheviks and 
Porsinn revolutionary elements in the orth to represent tis as the supporters of w feudal 
tymuoy over helpless and discontented people, 

North and north-west of this southern sys 
native or under Russian auspices, sometimes peaceful, sometimes the reverse, The 
Gxistonce of this solid southern block would, howerer, not be without effect on the 
Gistractod north and would'tend to counteract, Rossin influence thers, 

‘The echeme outlined above is of course ideal. It might not be practicable in its 
entirety, It inight have to be modified in the course of adoption. My object ip 
only to indicate general lines on which we might proceed with a reasonable chanoe of 
sucess, 

‘Vhhore are considerable difficulties in tho way of such « realisation, ‘The Russians 
‘and Persian Nationalist elements in ‘the north would, from different motives, tight 
figainat any suoh southern consolidation, Efforts, would be made to subom the khan 


ould reign anarchy, eithor purely 


and the South Persia Rifles, et would be invoked to discourage the south from 


throwing in its lot with us, 
such a southern policy, and hi 


‘Whe vivalries and moral obliquiti 


Rothatein, we know, is very anxious to deter us frou 
‘agouits would do their utmost to provent its realisation. 

‘of nr Persian allies in the south would singularly 
complicaté ovr task, But L think these difficulties could be. overcome, provided ovr 
polgy wes dente aud Sm that the Powerful southern interests saw 

rusiness, and felt that they could count on onr consistent support, | ‘There i 
aouth a vory general distrust and detestation of Tehran, regardedl as a sink of corruption 
ind intrigue. ‘There is algo.» yery gelleral desire, which has often found expression 
during the past twelve months, to eo-opierate with ws to preserve the south, from the 
tiorthern pestilence, ‘The southern powers would not hesitate to go in with us, ax 
fagoinst att anarchical and Riussianised north, provided they could feel sare of us, “Our: 
policy in: Persia his bewn go uncertain that these southern leaders would be apprehensive 
Btflbuting Tehran before we had given unmistakable proofs of our determination to 
protest our and their interestain Southern Persia, The most convinciog: proof of such 
F determination would be definite: nection to maintain the South Persia Rifles and 
Srgunise @ Balehtiari police force. 

x eouthstn cousilidation need not necessarily be effected by a dramatio breale 

with the north unless the Bolsheviks play their cards badly and provoke such a 
Secession, We should, ws in pro-war days, fightifor the south at ‘Tehran, We should 
endeavour to foree the Persian Government to finance the South Persia Rifles, to 
‘ciuiesco in the organisation of the Bakhtinri police force, in the assignment of Bakhtisst 
ween to Chat fore, in the ssignment of Scistan, customs revenues to. Shaokat-ul- 
Mulles local levies, in the éxpenditure of all southern revenues on. the south and in the 
‘gradual appointment of British financial agents in the southem provinces. We should 
Support the Bakhtiaris generally in their relations with the Porsian Government: and 
feaure their confirmation in the Governorships which they st present hold, We 
should endeavour to give effect to this policy by diplomatic methods, but. in. vital 


Arabistan, under the eye of the 


a 


jecues we must be prepared to disregard) the Tehran Government: if it prove, 
amamenable, 

‘Neadiess to say, this southern policy would have to be conducted gradually, und 
with extreme caution. Wermust endeavour to avoid the appearance of antinational 
wine, We do not want to ficilitate a Persian nationalist alliance with Russia: We 
vst only proceed to strong measures when the attitude of the Tehran Government: is 
seriously obstructive to our essential aims in the eouth, Tt is possible. that: Russian 
fifuenoss may so predominate at Tehran that we and the south would be eompelled to 
break with the Central Goyernment. In that eventuality wer sould doubtless fixibly, 
appropriate the southern maliyyat and customs) revenues as well ax tha oil royalties. to 
seefhurn adininistestion, A Iousely-connected confederation would then administer the 
South, independently of the Tehran Government. and tnvallianee with ws, « 

Te however, His Majesty's Governinent, with or without the financial co-operatioi 
of the oil interests, are unable temporarily'to provide, the moderate funda required for) 
the maintenance and organisstion of the South Persia Rifles and thy Bakhtiari polios 
force, it would seem that we can only remain passive spectators ‘of a growiig auarchy 
‘under Russian auspices: and gemble on internal, Bolalievik collapses and on incoherent 
and spasmodic nitive reactions against, Russian permeation, ‘This Russo-Persian 
‘anarchy, a6 it spreads southward, will involve the gravest perils for the oilfields atid the 
Tndian: frontiers, with the eventual result: that the Imperial and Tndian Governments 
niuy be forced to take military measures which will burden British and Indian twspiyers 
with expenditure infinitely heavier, than that nevessitated by timely hindling of the 
Persian problem on the lines of a southern consolidation: ens 

Tn Lonclusion, I venture. to express the opinion that, in any case, our policy in 
Persia. should not be framed. on the possibility. of Bolshevik ‘collapess in Russi, 
Whatever be the fate of Bolshevism, Rustin will remain, and she will never acquiesce jn. 
jatrong and united Persin under British influence, Tt is only from the south that, we 
dan build upia aystem capablo of withstanding this Slay pressure and enabling ws, when 
Rusia is 4 ft subject for negotiation, to come to an agement: with her which, will 
eflvctively sofequard our Tndian, Gulf and oil interest, 

} W. A, SMART. 


June 21, 1921 


See 
[1B 9288/2004/24) No, 42. 
Mr. Norman to Earl Curzon. —(Recoived August 15.) 


Lord, ; ‘elivay, didy, 8, 192. 
THAYVE the honour to transit to your Lordship herewith eopies of intelligence 
summariee Now 7 and 8 for the weoks ending the 18th and'25th June, which have boon 
Compiled by Lieutenant-Colonél M. Saunders, military attaclié to this Legation: 
i Thave, 8, 
HH, NORMAN, 


—— 


Enclosure 1 in No, 42. 


Be Titelligence Summary No. 7 for sweek ending June 18, 1921, 
n \ 
‘THE evacuation of the Soviet troops from Gilan recommenced on the 15th June, 
nd it is that the whole force will have been evacuated by the 2tst June, A 
Totter dated the 15th June was received on the 16th June by the Persian Cossack 
commander at Jubin from tho Russian Bolaboviks, eaying, that, the latter had been 
Grdered to evacuate Gilan immediately, and requesting that no) offensive action, may bo 
taken by the Persian Cossacks even against the Persian robile until the Soviet troops 
were clear of Persia, 5 
Resht was reported clear of all Soviet troops: on the 17th June, aud oconpied by 
Persian rebela only. - M4 
‘Persian rebels under Quala Qurban still hold the front on tho Sisli ‘Rud position, 
"Their opponents, the Persian, Cossacks, have made no alterations in strength or 
ispositions during the past week, and have made no preparations to advance, re 
‘Unrest amongst the Persian Cossacks has been increasing. lately owing 0 igie 
‘nop-receipt of pay ; this has been allayed.to some extent by the War Minister, who gent 
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on the 17th June to Kazvin sufficient: money:to pay all ranks, including: British officers, 
up to the 22nd May, that is, to the end of the Persian month “Saur.” ‘They are thus 
still a month in arrears, 

The ‘senior Persian commandér at Kuzyin has eben to all Persian officers. 
in the fore that they are to take instruction from British officers in matters of 
technical instruction and training, but he has poited out to them that British. 
officers re merely instructors ani have no powers of command, stating that 
eelf-reapesting nation can allow foreigners to hold command in. its army.” British 
Officers are, however, on good torms with all Persian ranks; and are continuing their 
fnuteuction, A note is being presented by, His Britannic Majesty's Minister to the 
Porsian Government uiext week with a view to placing the British officers on a proper 
footing in’ the Persian service with’ the alternative of withdrawing them altogether 
should the Persian Government not require their services or not give guarantees as to 
the future treatment of these officers. 


Azerbaijan, 

Tabriz. —'l now a daily service of trains between Tiflis and Julfa, 
roathed Tabriz without inconvenience from Constantinople vit 
Batumi snd Tiflis, 

‘M. Balladin, the Bolshevik representative at Tabriz, left there on the 18th June 
for'Brivin, stating he would roturn within the week to Tabriz. He is still making 
Tange purchases of wheat, grain and dried fruits, which be exports by rail into: Trans- 
caucasin, He in taking great interest in’ the ‘Tabriz-Julfa railway, and has made the 
Russian engineer in charge (who has the greatest difficulty in getting money out of the 
Porsiun Government for working, expenses and for payment of personnel) a present of a 
tank of crude oil, 

Balladin has a stall of twelve men, one of whom is the ex-manager of the Russian 
bani at Tabriz, 

Maku.—The quarrel between the Khan of Maku and the Bolsheviks (see last 
week's siimmaty) bas heen settled. Tt appears that the khan demanded 50 tomans per 
Kharwar for wheat, but after threats, he accepted the terms offered by the Bolsheviks, 
Ani genia roma Maki is agataibeing exported, 

Urinia—Simko bas shown no activity during thy past week, 


Transcaucasia, 


On the 10th June, @ detachment of Bolsheviks (strength not reported) passed 
through, Julfa en route to Kbudafarin with the object of preventiny Armenians from 
‘escapiug into Persia from the Zangezur area, where the antBolatowte Armenian orees 
‘aso surrounded. 

Arreport dated the 11th June from ‘Tabriz states that the Zangezur Armenians 
have decided not to surrender to the Bolshoviks, although the terms offered thoin seem 
on paper quits reaooabl. 

ie Daw reported to be again sending w detachment. of troops to Igdir, 
thi time “ innoffcially,” 


Vehran. 


On the 18th June, the War Miniater, Roza Khan, visited M. Rotatein and asked 
for money to pay his troops as he could. get tone from the Treasury,  Rotatein said he 
ust vofer the matter to Moscow, adding that, he had $,000,000 tonians at his disposal. 
Roya Khan, byjgged to be given an advance pending reply from Moscow, as he urgently 
needed the money, Rotawein rofused, and stated that) should Moscow agree tobi 
Giving the Persian’ Government the money, it would be understood that no British 
oes are fo Feuoin in tho Persian Coamok’ Division: 

Bolshevik propaganda hus been partienlarly active during the past week, Rotstein 
paying grest attention to members of the Medjliss which is to open on the 22nd June. 

a Sarkissian, the former headmistress of the Russian girls’ school in Tehran, 

visited the ‘Russian ‘Legation on the 4th June, and was instructed to reopen her school, 
to touch children by day und grown-up women in the evening. The teaching to bs on 
‘Communist principles 

Rotatein hopes to arrange for the opeiing of a free school for Mussnlman children 
under Bolahovilk teachers 

‘Tho erection of a. wireleas installation at the Ruasian Legation eannot tale:place 
uiotil the Resht-Kazvin road is passable for wheeled transport, as the Russians find 
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that the dynamoof the installation is too heavy, for pack. trausport, to enuble 1¢ to be 
brought to ‘Tehran vii Bander-i-Gaz. 1 x ea 
Jone! Jemal Bey, notorious C.U.P. agitater, who was. in the Caucasus. in 
3919-aid 1920, left Tehran. on the 7th June ito visit Kuchik ‘Khan iat Resht. | He 
proses to go from there to Tabriz to get into touch with the Kemalist Party in 
baijan. . ‘ ay 
‘The Shab inspected all Persian troops in Tehran at a parade hold ontside the city 

on the 1ath June, The total! umber on parade was about 3,000 of all arms, ‘The 
men vere sar, and the ceremonial dell al disipline was good, 
‘A considerable number of Tartar merchants'from Baku have arrived in. ‘Pohratt andl 
atarted business, saying that they wore illtreated: aud robbed! by: the Bolsheviks in 
Baku so had to leave. ‘They have proved to be a very valuable avtidote vo Bolshevile 


ida, t 
pes aay telegraphed on the 15th June to Chicherin at Moscow asking whether:the: 
Russian bank in Tebran with its concessions should be handed over to ‘the ‘Persian 
Goverliment in accordance with the terms of the recent Ruseo-Persian Agreoment, 

‘The Cabinet is reported to be disturbed at Reza Khan's negotiations with the 
Russian Minister and to desire his removal from the War Ministry at the varliont, 
posse opportunity. They'are, homuyer, afraid to take any action At, prevent in tho 
Matter, ag Reza Khin has complete, contro! over thie armed forces in Tehruty ahd is 
quite capable of arresting the Cabinet. He ie continually. pressing. the Cubinet, for 
money for his roo ie 7 

‘Ava costing held by the Cabinet on the 15th June, the advisability, of applying: 
to America for a Toan of 6,000,000 tomans was discussed, : 

‘On the 11th June Rotatein held a conference at the Russian Legation attended 
only by Riusian Bolshevik. It. was decided to allot 20,000 gold tomans or propaganda 
uFpodes to try and got» Russophile Persian Cabinet into power i 

Ou'the 13th June, the Russian mil Letebay visited Kuavin’ to see iff any: 
arrangements could be made for repairing the Kazvin-Resht road, 

‘M. SAUNDERS, 
Lioutenant-Colonel. 
Teliran, Tune 19, 1921. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 42. 


Intelligence Summary No, 8 for week ending June 25, 1921. 


Gilan, 

THE evdountion of all Soviet troops, including the Azerbaijan brigade, was 
completed by the 23rd June, Russian troops were embarked first, except for ‘niall 
rearguard of 200 Russians, who embarked attor the Azerbaijan brigade 

Cousiderable friction’ ocourred. between the Azerbaijanis and Russians, as the 
latter wished the Averbaijanis to hand over their arms before xmilacking, which they 
refused to do. F ei 

‘Two field guns of Russian pattern were sold to Kuebik Khan, one of which ts 
reported by an agent to be quite useless. y 

Three, mountain guns were sold for 1,000 tomans each by the. Russians to 

Iu Qurban. 

Tear detachment of Azorbaijanis numboring about, eighty, after Ea 
disarmed, wero allowed to join the Persian rebels, and a reliable agent roporta th 
two Russian doctors and not more than eight Russian machine gunndrs haye token 
service with Kuobik Khan. 

‘The situation'in Glau is now the following :— 


Kuchik Khan is at Kaama with his provisional Goverament, and is’ in conferenoo 
there with seven delegates from the Persian Government, who have been sentito try: 
‘and arrange terms with him, "Thess delegates took with them a presentation sword anil 
‘a Persian Order for Kuchik Khan, and have been told to tell him thut should be make 

‘the Persian Government will nominate him Governor of Gilan. F. 

Qualt Qurban is still the Commander-in-chief ‘of the rebel forces, and buy) his 
headquarters at Resht, where he hag about 260-men and two guns, with a furthie 
500 mbes holding the Siah Rud front facing the Cossacks. ‘ F 

The rebels are trying to extend their urea of operations eastwarda) into 
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Mazanderan, with a view to threatening Tehran from the north, and obtaining more 
Tootuit Kor this purpose Sued ud-Dowleh, tho son of Sipab Sela, who les worked 
for some time past ou behalf of the rebel cause, has been appointed the commander of 
the rebel forees 1,200 strong in the Lalijan and Tunekabun area, and ou the 
20th June he was reported to have driven the Persisn Government troops from this 
atea, taking twenty prisoners, From information recwived on the 24th June it was 
Tearnt that he had despatched three columns— 


1. Strength 400, directed to march on Kudjur and Savadkoh 
2. Strength 100, to ocoupy Talqun (see degree sheet SL) ; 
3, Strength 400 and two machine guns, to occupy Aluhamut (DS, 8L.); 


Remainder of his force to remain in reserve in Tunekabun, He is reported to have no 
guns and only 10 per cent, mounted men. 
The War Minister has taken the following steps wo deal with this movement, 
ick: he considers he will have no difficulty in erushings— 


200 Bersinn Cossacks sent from Tehran to Savadkoli. 
700 Persian Cossacks from Tehran to Kudjur. 
900 Persian Cossacks from Kazyin to Aluhamut, 


At an intorview with Reza Khan on the 24th June be stated that he could take 
no offensive action until tho conférence with Kuchik Khan was over, which he did not 
expect to end for another fortnight. Should these negotiations’ prove fruitless he 
invade ¢o advauion on -Reaht feu Menjil wid ni tia forooy and deal with the robole 
ant of the Sad, Ru by a convorgngg movement from al ides, 

‘The dispositions off the Persian Cossack Division at Kazvin, Menjil, and Jubin 
remain the same as Jost week, and though Reza Khan, the War Minister, is considenng 
4 possible advance, no stops at the front have beon taken to propare for this. Tho 
troops have been sitting in absolute stagnation for two months, which British officers 
are powerless to alter for reasons given in my two previous summaries 

As an example of the state of general inefficiency and indiscipline that now exists 
ay the reault of British officers having no. powers, the following is an extract from a 
telegram sont by Colonel Huddleston at vubi 


“Although only three cases of gunshot wounds have occurred here, none 
Doing ofa serious nature, all have died of tetanus, ‘The Persian commander. hero, 
though considered one of the best of the Persian officers by Colonel Smyth and 
myself; during my absence recently knocked Cossack senseless in front of the 
main guard, and then surrounded-by a large crowd of soldiers and’ soallywags 
stamped on his face.” 


__ A note to the Persian Government was presented by His Britannic Majesty's 
Minister on the 20th June asking that the British officers be put on a proper footing 
with the alternative of theit withdrawal, the auawer to whioh 1s awaited. 


‘As the War Minister and most of the members of the present Cabinet are openly 
‘opposed to the employment of British officers in the north, doubtless owing to pressure 
brought to bear by Rotstein, with whom the War Minister is deeply intriguing, the 
Persian Government will probably request thut the British officers be withdrawn, 

_ _ A trestle bridge across the river at Menjil was completed ou the 20th June, and it 
is expected that the road from Kazvin to Resht will be passable throughout for wheeled 
‘trafic in ten days: 


Mazanderan, 


Bolshioviks are imaking arrangements to purchase as much as possible of the rice 
‘crops in Mazanderan and Gilan, ibeesres from Transcaucasia, Turkestan and Southern: 
Russi stute the food shortage is distressingly acute, and the authorities are pinning 
their hopes on Persian exports, 

Bander-i-Gaz.— party of twenty-two Russians in charge of Gelbras, including 
Babushkin aud Weiner, arrived at the port from Baku on the 18th June en route to 
Tehran, Babushkin was « commissar at Enzéli in 1918. Agent reports that the part 
have with them 15,000 tomans in silver, and a number of boxes, which are handled wit 
~extreme are, presamed to be bombs or explosives of soine kind. 
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Azerbaijan. : 


Tabriz —Ballandin is increasing’ his activity in’Tabriz, and has sent ageiits for 

ropaganda and purchase of grain to Sharaflcbaneh ‘and Danalu (tiie port on Lake Ormii 
For Maragheh). He now practically controls the Tabriz-Julfe, railway through the 
Russian railway employees. ‘The Persian Governor-General at Tabriz recently complained 
to the British eonsul that he now did not even Imow when trains eome and go. 


Transcaucasia. 


A roliable roport from Brian states that an official roprosontative of the Armenia 
Soviet Government has left Erivan for Tehran to take up his duties at ‘Tehran. ‘There 
js already at Tehran an Atmenian Minister, who represents the anti-Bolshevik Party in 
Armenii. 

On the 2ist June reports received from several (though uot very reliable) sources 
state that the Bolsheviks are concentrating forees at Alexandropol, It is stated that 
they intend to help the Turkish nationalists, : 

‘he Dutch consul of Tifis arrived a Tabriz on business on the 18th June, and 
reports that the Soviet Government is behaving very well towards, foreigners in 
‘Tiflis, and « separate hotel is set aside for their use. He is in charge of British und 
‘American interests there. 

He states the rate of exchange to be 11 equals 360,000 roubles, and that a 
European can live ou from 3,000,000 to 4,000,000 roubles 1 mouth. 

He reports that the working of the oilfields ab Baku is so badly conducted that 
the output will cease by next winter if no radical change takes place, 


Tehran, 


‘The Medjliss was opened by the Shah on the 22nd June, ‘The Speech from the 
“Throne expressed Hoan to Britain and was less complimentary to Russia, Ministers 
and staffs of all foreign legations were present, M. Rotstein, the Russian Minister, 
was evidently very antagonistic to the Medjliss being opened, and, on liearing the salute 
of fourteen guns being fired as the Shali rose to deslare the Medias open, hie asked me 
the price of one round, On being told about 3 tomans, he remurked that the value of 
ainmunition expended was higher than that of the entire Medjliss, Provious to the 
Medjliss being opened, an intensive propaganda campaign amongst its members, organised 
by Rotstein, took place with the object of inducing the Depities not to meot.. As this 
vwas tmsitecessful, Rotatein is vow carrying ontan an anti-Modjliss eatnpaign with a view 
to getting thy Medjliss closed and new elections, as 3 

With reference to p. 5, " Intelligence Summary," No, 6, giving list of arrivals at 
Russian Legation = 


The doctor is named Miller, educated in Germany, and for some time at Tiflis, 
where he professes to have been a great friend of Count von Schulenburg. ‘ 

‘The three sailors are from the Baltic fleet, and are all Communists, Their names 
are Treskin, Goloshof and Kutlerof, and they are used mainly as propaganda agents, 
Kutlerof spent eleven years in America and’ speaks English well, Arrangements are 
being made to move the Russian motor depot at Enzelii to Tehran, as soon as the road 
is passable for wheeled traflic, ‘ 

An ex-Russian aviator named Franz left ‘Tehran on the 11th June by car for 

lad, disguised as « mechanic, assistant to the chauffeur, He is known to be an 
agent of Rotstein. Me a oe 

‘The Persian Cabinet discussed the advisability of applying to America for a 
loan of 6,000,000, and finally decided to put the question to the Medjliss for 
decision. 

On the 19th Jume two carts, under escort of Persian Cossacks with one Russian 
sailor, arrived at the Russian Legation from Shabrud with boxes of silver coin weighing. 
in all about 1,000 1b, 

‘Whese bad come from Bander-i-Gaz, * 

Reference "Intelligence Summary” No, 5, p, 9: ‘The Bolshevik Commissar named 
Istaclenko arrived in Tebran on the 20th June, and has taken up his quarters at the 
Hotel de France, 74 

‘The local Communist Party has commenced issuing propaganda leaflets, A 
trandation of one is attached (see Appendix); 800 of these were distributed through 
the post, 
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South Persia. 

‘The fall of Seyid Zia’s Cabinet upset the arrangements made by the: Persiam 
Government: to take over the South Persian Rifles on the Ist June. ‘The present 
Government. profess their inability to do so for lack of funds for at any rate three 
onthe Sheala funds bo not forthcoming, from other sources, the early disbandment 
of the South Persian Rifles must take place, followed in all probability by considerable 
fuarehy in the south, ‘This will have a serious effect in the north, where all available 
Persian Government taoops ate fully employed in dealing with the northern situation 
‘There are nove to spare to sond tothe south to renlace the South Persian Rifles, The 
greater the unrest the easier becomes the task of Bolshevik propagandists, whose 
numbers in the country are daily increasing. 

‘A reliable report atates that Rotstein is devoting great attention to. Tspahat 
which city he hopes to make Russian influence, paramount, The iinportanee of thi 
obvious, as Ispahan is regarded as the key to the southern situation. 

‘The following extract from the weekly summary by the British consul at Ispaban, 
dated the 22nd May, is of interest -— 


“Lam informed that the press in general here is writing articles in support 
of Bolshevism, and that, as these journals, which are usually short of funds, now 
‘appen to bo well supplied in this Teapect, it is by no means improbable that money 
is reaching them fom Bolshevik gourees to carry on their propaganda, I am 
making farther enquiries on the subject, but-in the meantime it would be well if 
some notice wore taken of the matter in ‘Tehran, and orders were issued to the 
Government, here to put a stop to the publication of articles in support of 
Bolshevik: régime, ‘The papers which have been brought to my notice are the 
followin, 


‘+ Rah-i-Nejat,! ‘Akhter,’ ‘ Mufettish,’ *Subbi-Uinid.” 


Communieations. 

‘Tho Persian Transport Corapanys engincor roports that it wil take two years 
repait the Sultanabad-Kum section of the road, which has been terribly cut up by the 
“heavy rains and floods of this spring. 

The road from Kum to Kashan is passable for wheeled traffic bat is in a very, bad 
condition. 

M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Tehran, June 26, 1921. 


Aveenprx. 


Manifeato issued by the Persian Communist Barty in Tehran on June 25, 1921. 


(Distributed in leaflet form, foolscap size, written in Persian.) 
(Cranslation,) : 
Join together, O Workers of the World ! 
‘The Medjfiss has been opened. 
Friend’ { 

The Parliament, which formerly was opened by the efforts and the sacrifices ot 
the people, has now been opened against their wishes. Once it was closed by forve 
of arms of Liakhof, and now it is opened by military force, Those people, who- 
formerly pleaded forthe Medjliss to. open in spity of its dangers, now reject it with 
dlagust. Neither the people or the military forces have changed, but the Medjliss iteelt 
has changed and the representatives which form it. 

‘The representatives of today have been elected by Governments who wore 
under the control of the British, while the former representatives were elected by 
the people. 

The Mediiss of thy old days defended liberty, w 


the Medjliss of to-day betrays 
it, ‘The depities of the Medjliss of to-day have reached their positions thanks to 


internal and foreign influences which have beon brought to bear during the two 
‘years sinoy the question of re-opening the Mediliss has been under discussion. The real 
Topreseitatives of the people are not foxind amongst these meddling politicians, who 
hive managed to got their electoral papers signed. Doouments th the capitol and in 
other cities show the methods employed by these deputies. 
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‘Thus a Mediliss of this kind is going to rule by force and with military aid the 
destiniés of 15,000,000 Persians, 

‘The questions for chief discussion are our relations with the neighbouring Govern: 
ments, Russia and England; the question as to whether we should hand over ou 
military forces, road guards and finance to the English, and also our recent treaty 
with Russia, not to approve it but to regret it. 

Under these circumstariees what plans will the Russian workers and labourers 
devise, who have thrust uside the principles of world conquest, and have handed back to 
the Persians their rights? What measures will the Persian workers and labourers, who 
now consider themselves independent, be-obliged to. take in the future, when secrets 
vill be unveiled and parasites come to light ? 

‘The Persian workers and labourers will not be merely spectators, but will lend a 
helping band to Chie sensitive and zealous friends. 

he Red army, in orden to avenge the innocent blood of the people, the spilling 
‘of which is the responsibility of the above-mentioned parasites, Well ove) ders 
the Caspian, und poverty, misery and death will once more squeeze ths throuts of the 
Persians. 

‘0, you people of the capitol! 

You, who have seen what has happened in the past, do not lose | your Inst 
chance! On the very day that force and arms go to appoint your delegates in the 
‘Tribune, got together at Baharastan and with’all your strength prevent the opening of 
the Medjliss, which is going to sell you to aliens. 

If force is used then let the wheels of the carriages of your deputies pass over yous 
‘vodies in onder to reach the Medjliss 

You will then realise who are your true representatives and recognise the truth, 

Sealed with an inseription in Persian and in 
Russia 
“Central Committee of the Persian Communist Party, 
ADALAT?” 





(E 9492/76/34) No. 48. > 
Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 19.) 


(No, 459, Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No, 320. 

‘Though His Majesty's Government ceased after October last to advance moncy to 
Persian Government, latter continued till the spring to enjoy measure of finanoial 

dopendeos, as result of efforts made by Financial Adviser in London. 

‘Since then chief power to, influence Persian Government has passed to British 
capitalists, who can grantor withhold fnanoial, assistance, and question st-issue is 
whether this power should bs exercised in accordance with advice of a isintereated 
-official, working in agreement with Legation, whose only object is adoption of a policy 
fayourable to true interests of Persia, which he believes to be identical with those of 
His Majesty's Government and British enterprise generally, 

‘These interests are not seryed by maintaining in office present Cabinet, or subst 
tion of another like it, and Financial Adviser, therefore rightly considers it essential 
that an honest Government should be brought into power, and reforms introduced at) 
-onee. 

__ It thus happens that, though, as I know, he has consistently refused to be drawn. 
into any of political intrigues which are always in. progress here, every effort which he 
makes with the object indicated must, if successful, produce a political effect. 

Difficult position in which he finds himself entitles him to all possible support. 

(Sent to Tadis; copy. to Bagdad.) 


Tehran, August 17, 1921, 


[1B 9881/25/84) No, 44, 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Ieliran). 
(No. 983, 


{Telegra ic.) 
FOUR twlogeam No, 494 of 15th August, 
Ihave not yet: heard from you whether Persian Government accept the arranga- 
ment referred to'in my telegram No, 312 of Srd August, 


Foreign Office, August 19, 1921, 
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Tt seems to me that first step should be to obtain Persian Government's official 
concurrence in this arrangement, which will enable me to discuss the matter with the 
Anglo-Pérsian Oil Company, who are to provide 30,0001. a month for six months for 
the maintenatice of the foree. 

If this is satisfactorily arranged, { see no reison to dissent from arrangement: 
proposed in second paragraph of your telegram No. 454. 

(Gent to India.) 





[E 9650/2004/34), No, 45. 
Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 24.) 

(No, 120.) 
My Lord, Pehran, uy 13, 1921. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 118 of the Grd July, 1921, I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence Summaries Nos. 9 
find 10 for the weeks ending And and ath July, compiled by. Lioutenant-Calonet 
Saunders, military attaché to this Legation, 

Thave, &e, 
H, NORMAN. 


Enclosuré 1 in No. 45, 


; Tntelligence Summary No. 9, for week ending duly 
Gitan, 

THE delegates of the P 
Khan at Kasma, and have 
until the conference is ov 


‘The rebel forcos in Gilan and Mazandoran, however, have not been inuctive, 

Masulia was reported to have been ocoupied by Kuchile Khan's forces on the 
28th June, wlio are said to be preparing the way for an adyunce by that route on 
Zinjas, West of Masslin, on dhe. Zinjan-Arlebil road a detachment. of 800-400 
Shabsevans under Haji Baba Ardebili is; co-operating in the rebel movement, ‘Those 
detachments are opposed by gondarmes from Zinjan, 

Qualit Qurban's detachment, partly at Resht and partly astride the main road om 
the Sinl Rud position, has shown uo activity and appears to be purely on the 
dofeusive, Tr is opposed body of the Persian Cossack division, who have 
remained in, the same positions at Jubin'and Menjil for over two months: 

Fast of the'Safid Rud rebels are reported to be holding Anbu (24 miles north- 
north-east of Kazvin (D.8.81.), and the Salamber Pass at the eastern end of 
Alulamut ([ ‘These are opposed by the detachment of Persian Cossicks sext 
from Knzy bed! in last week's summary. 

Farthor east, Kudjur is held by Persian Cossacks on a line rimming roughly north- 
cast and south west. ‘This detachment had orders to advance and drive the rebels 
westward, but since taking up this Tine it has rejnained stationary 

Sned-ecl-Dovwleh, the tebel cominander in the Tunokabun ared, is reported to have 
handed oyer his command to Ilisanullah Khan, and to haye proceeded by boat to. 
Gumish ‘Tappeh to induce the Turkomans to co-operate in the rebel movement, 
There hus been for some weeks past considerable unrest amongst the Turkomans 
in this area, and the Governor of Astrubad reports that the situation is serious, 

‘This rebel movement in North Persia is obviously co-ordinated, and everything 
points to the movement being controlled and directed by Russian Bolsheviks in 
touch with Rotstein. ‘That the Keialists are watching the movement is shown 


by the arrival a few days ago at Kuchik Khan's headquarters of six Turkish, 
Kemalist agents. 


Reza Kha 
on the 
ituation, 
‘Tho Persian Government, in replying to His Britaunie Majesty's Minister regarding 
the retention of Bri officers: weith the Persian Cossack division, states that it no- 
longer requires these officers for financial reasons, and requests their withdrawal. It 
thanks them for theit services and proposes to bestow decorations on individuals, 
Instructions have been given to these officers to concentrate at Kazvin, whence, after 


sian Government are still in conferences 


ith Kuchik 
quested the Persian Government to take no 


ilitary action 


the War Minister, visited his troops at Kazvi 


. Meojil, and Jubin 
ith June. and is still showing « masterly inactiy 


in dealing with the 
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receiving the pay due'to them, they will evacuate to Bagdid. Dificulty in obtainin, 
their pay from the Persian Government is anticipated. ‘The real reason for their 
removal is undoubtedly the pressure brought to bear by the Russian Government, 
added to the marked opposition to their employment by the War Minister, wholis now 
openly anti-British, and working in close touch with Rotstein, 

Reporte an tosthe actual nuber of Reeslana laf in) Gila, are sathen/oafusiog, 
The most reliable of these state that there are at Resht aud Enzeli about: 150, mostly 
civilians, a few of whom have taken service with the rebels, A. reliable’ report states 
that Russian staff olficers are employed at rebel headquarters in Mazanderan (under 
Sued-ed-Dowleh), eRe 

‘A considerable number of Russian gold 10-rouble pieces are now in cfreulation 
amongst the rebel forces. ’ i 

the gunboat “Ardahan” was in Enzeli autil the 25th June, on which’ date she was 
relieved by a torpedo-boat, which unloaded a number of boxes of silver coin (S-lcan 
jieces). ‘The gunboat “Kars” is frequently seen cruising close to the shore between 
Rinzali and Bander-i-Gae, 


Hamadan. 


joner, Bagdad, wired on the 24th June that about 9,000 Assyrians 

vid Kermanshah and Hamadan, having rejected his offer to 
settle them in the Mosul Vilayet, As they have no leaders and no organisation, they. 
are likely to be a cause of serious trouble, as they are antagonistic to the Kurds, and 
the Persians do not like them. 


Kazvin, 

Owing to the local police having received no pay for several months, they have 
nearly all deserted, General Westhal, commanding the police force in "Tehran, has 
procéeded to Kazvin to try and pnt the matterright, 

Anti-British propaganda notices were posted up in the town the day the 
Medijliss opened, doubtless the work of the local Communist: committee. 


Transcaucasia, 


Armenia.—A report, dated the 25th June, from Tabriz states that the Armonians 
in Zangeaut gained @ victory over the Bolsheviks on the 16th Juno, taking sovoral 
guns and many prisoners, ‘The Armenians report that they are now in possession of the 
mountainous district of Alager as well as Zangoxur, Active operations by. Bolshevik 
troops on a large scale are now in progress to deal with the Armenian situation, which 
the Bolshoviks are anxious to bring to an early conclusion. 

Nakhechivan.—Fighting between Armenians and Tartars was reported to have 
taken place in the town on the 22nd June, but it was said to be only x local dispute, 


Tabriz.—A reliable report, dated the 25rd June, states that the Shahsevans hive 
become very active round ‘fabriz, though the city itself is quiet, ‘They looted the post- 
office at Sarab a few days previously, taking 20,000 tomans in cash. 

‘The present Government seem quite powerless to do anything to keep these 
robbers in check, and the Zinjan—Tabriz road is still unsafe for travellers, 

Ballaudin, the Bolshevik representative at Tabriz, has closed the frontier at Julfa 
to all traffic for'a fortnight, stating that this is necessary to preserve secrecy rwgarding 
movements of Bolshevik troops against the Zangezur Armenians, whom the Bolsheviks 
wish to finish off once and for all, le 

‘The Russian Minister at, Tehran is reported to have seu two agents to Tabriz, 
named Ali Akhundof Azerbaijani and Salch Beg Azerbaijani, ‘They were both taken 
Prisoners by the Persian Cossacks in 1920 when fighting against the Bolsheviks, | 

Several Turkish Nationalist agents have arrived at Tabriz from Nakhechivan, 
‘Two have gone to visit Amir Arshad Shahsevani to get into touch with the Shahsevan 
tribes. 


Tehran. 

A reliable agent reports that the wireless set-for the Russian Legation is on its way 
to Enzali from Baku, whence it will be transported to ‘Tebran «is soon as the road is 
passable for wheeled transport, * 
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Professor Tehaikin, Professor in Oriental Languages of the Petrograd University, 
bas been appointed Oriental secretary to the Russian Legation in Tvhran, and is now 
‘on his way to take up his post. 

Qn the 26th June » féte was held at the Russian Legation to celebrate the hoistin, 
of thoir fag. During the day the grounds were open to the public, and were crowde 
with people. Pictures of Bolshevik celebrities were exhibited, and speeches by Lenin 
itd Lrotaley wate given on\th8lprakion one’ Cavieattis of the late ‘tear and risen 
showing him being cast from his throne by workmen and peasants were exhibited. 
Rotstein made a short speech to the crowd, peyiog that Bolshevism had freed Russia 
and the Russian people, and he hoped that it would shortly free the Persian people, 
Jn the evening after 9 P.xc only invited guests were permitted into the grounds. ‘Those 
eal ese te soos Nea eaters aud Nal Yates Taek one except those not in official 
relations with the Russian Legation, Guests during the day were given printed books 
mines text of the Russo-Persian Treaty. 

he Medjliss has not yet commenced to function ; the task of checking the election 
papers of Deputies is expected to last another fortnight, by which time it is probable 
‘there will not be suflicient to form a quorum, 

‘The Turkish Chargé d’A published a statement in the local newspaper 
“Tran,” dated the 80th June, saying that any Turkish officers now in Persia are to be 
regarded as private individuals without official status. He has done this to disclaim 
ve nsibility for any actions by Kemalists, who have been increasing their activities 
of lite, 

Reference my Intelligence Summary No, 7, p. 4, Colonel Jenal Bey left Resht on 
the 25th June, stating on reaching Menjil that le was returning to ‘febran, Tt is 
worthy of note that he travelled in a car lent him by Reza Khan, the War Minister, 
with whom he is apparently on good terms, 

Fifty-one Azerbaijanis, ex-prisoners of war, left Tehran this week vii Bander-i-Gaz 
for Baku for repatriation, 

Rotstein is arranging to open a free hospital of thirty beds in the city, with two 
lostars In avrereanesed CubronerOre taymion ion ite ta hand out-patients five of charge. 
Medicine to be Co free, 

Rotatein is also arranging to open a restaurant for the poor in the grounds of his 
Legation in 'Tebran and in the garden of his summer quarters at Zargandeh, with a free 
sinema for propaganda purposes. 

An anti-British propaganda leaflet, printed in Persian, was distributed in the city a 
fow days ago, (Translation attached.) 

Rosenbaum, the Russian assistant military attaché, left Tehran on the 27th June 
for Moscow with despatches, 

Nadinko, formerly secretary to the Russian consul at Resht, has been temporarily 
appointed Russian consul at Tehran until Lovin returns. 

Rotstein has requisitioned all property belonging to the official representative of 
the Azerbaijan Republic in Tehran, This has beon done through the Persian 
Government, instructions having been sent to this elfect by the present Soviet 
Government at Baku, 

On the 23rd June the War Minister, Reza Khan, hud a secret interview with 
Rotstein which lasted two hours, ‘These interviews take place at frequent intervals, 


Astrabad. 


A reliable report dated the 21st June states that a detachment: of Russian troops is 
concentrating at Hasan Quii (south-east corner of Caspian Sea). ‘The trading boats 
which arrived there from Mazanderan are not allowed to return, 

‘The Governor of Astrabad is concerned at the indisoipline of the local Persian 
troops, who refuse to take the field owing to not having received pay for some 
months, 

(Copies to Director of Military: Intelligence, War Oifice ; Chief of General Staff, 
Simla; General Headquarters, Bagdad, and Military Attaché, Meshed.) 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Cotonel, A 
British Military Attaché, Tehran 


$1 


Enelosure 2 in No. 45, 
Copy of Propaganda Leaflet distributed in Tehran, June 1920. ; 


“ ConTROVERSY.” 


THE. Medjliss is open, but people cannot express themselves when they sce that if 
they ia the-cruth (hey will xeoatve impescninent, banishment and even death: ‘The 
Podiae nation wall knows that Great Britain opened the Medjliss, Although the 
elections were mado when martial Jaw was in being, yok the archives of the Minty of 
Tnterior are full of complaints lodged against. the elections, which will suffice to 
make those who support liberty of nations hear the innocent cries of the oppressed 
vor hfe ed country has passed through several phases. 

itish polioy regarding our oppressed country. h e. 
‘The Cabinet of Beeeeone ah, the fall of the Cabinet of Moshir-ed-Doylol, the 
tricks of Seyid Zia-ed-Din and. . . . , now in spite of all offical protests, the Medjliss 
is opened, the majority of the Deputies being those who were elected by bribes, thrents, 
punishments and even by stealing ballot-boxes and changing them. We know. nob 
That fresh and greater miseries and misfortunes these British agents want to. prepare 
jor ort etsy’ of the nation hereby, through this manifesto, informs those swho are 
interested in the liberty of! the nations thit the ssid delegates are not the, real 
ropresontatives of the nation, and their decisions will not be valid and binding, and the 
Persian nation will not be responsible for the measures they take, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 45. 


Intelligence Summary No, 10, for week ending July 9, 1921. 
(Secret) 
Gilan and Mazanderan. 5 
NEGOTIATIONS between thy Persian Government delegates and Kuchiki Khan 
still continue, Kuchik Khan is reported to have refused to come to terms unless the 
following conditions are agreed to : f 


.) The Persian G to change its present: Gabinete 
{G3 A'usrante tobe given that foreigner will ye no shave ia the intaral 
‘affairs of the country. 
(c)) Frosh elections for the Medjliss to bo held, 


‘The main body of Kuchik Khan's force is concentrated in the Masulia area, 

Ju Qurban still Holds Resht and the Siah Rud position. 
pe ean ti Goreraient troops have driven the rebels back at, several 
points during the past two days, and have recaptured the Salambar Pass andAntu. A 
continuous front by a line of outposts is now held by the Government: troops as follows ; 
Chalus (on the coast) —Tuyat—Salambar—Anbu- Menjl—Jubin, with detachments 

i roads leading into Zinjan from the north. » cat 
vests Pent Cassa Sirioen tachment Menjil and Jubin have requisitioned 
t +, and are making preparations for an advance. : 
MiiRine hundred and ffey gendarmes with six mountain guns en] tivo machine guns, 
under a’ Swedish officer, have reinforced the Salambar-Anbu section of the front, and 600 
Persian Cossacks from Tehran have reinforced Kudjur - i 

‘The Shabsovan rebel detachment north-west. of Zinjan under Haji Baba Ardebi ti 
has dispersed, and the latter has requested forgiveness from the Government for 
joini bel it. : 
a a Minister, in an interview with me on the 8th July, stated: that iia 
intention is to advance his main force to occupy Resht and Knzclt as soon a8 the 

litical negotiations with Kuchik Khan have ended. | He then hopes to separ 

Keuchile Khaw’ forve from that of Sued-ed-Dowleh, and deal with each in tal The 
Jatter is reported to have 2,500 armed men and to be’ increasing his ionic) ly by 


(7580) H2 
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Jocal recruiting. His headquarters are ut Shahsevir, a small village on the coast 
alongside Khutromabad. He bos a Russian staff composed of: — 


Chief of Stall: Berensniteki (« Pole). : 
Chief of Supply: Akak Kintzurashvili (a Georgian). 
Chief of tees Tsai Lieber (Russian Jew). ¥ 
Chief of Committees [?]: Alexander Kruglof (Russian). 
‘Aide-de-Camp ; Simonyantz (Armenian). 7 
Machinegun Commander: Kurta repo (Ruston) cts 
Four machine-gun instructors (all Russians): Alexander Pushti-Khoi, 
Nefedof, Michael Gresbtchenko, Ephim Pavlechenko. 


‘There is little doubt that this staff'is in touch with the Soviet authorities at Baku’ 
and probably alio with the Russian Legation in ‘Tehran, < 

The Wav Minister in his interview again reiterated his desire to eruslt Bolshevi 
ut suid that should Russian Soviet regular troops back up the Persian Red Army, the 
Government forces could not hope to attain success, and he himself wonld resign, 

TKuchik Khan sends frequent deatts of Gilani recruits to Shabsevar by boat from 
Fnveli to reinforce Sued-ed-Dowlsh, A consignment of summer clothing for the rebel 
force, forty machine guns, and 2000 rifles ure algo reported to have been landed at, 
Shahsevar during the past fortnight, Hand-grenudes have been distributed amongst 
the rebel troops. 

‘On the 20th June, Prince Khalil Mirza, a notable of Meshed-i-Sar, visited rebel 
headquarters at Shahsevar and expressed his readiness to assist the rebels. 

field-hospital of ninety beds has been organised for the rebel force with & staff of 
too dootor (on Persian ad ono Russian) and ive nursing sisters, 

‘A report was receiyed on the 5th July that a detachment of 500 Soviet regular 
troops had landed at Enzeli on the 2nd July. ‘The War Minister received a similar 
report, Tho Russian military, attachs stated it to be untrue, so the War Minister has 
ent w special messenyer to verify. ‘The return of this messeuger is awaited. 

‘On the 10th duly, Colonel Rogachof, the Russian military attaché, again 
assured me that there is no truth in the report that Soviet regular troops have returned 
to Persia, 


Kazvin, 

British officers aud other ranks who were serving ii the Persian Cossack division 
have now been withdrawn, and are: concentrated at Kazvin, ‘They will leave for 
Bagdad ay soon as the Persian Government has paid them the pay duo to them, which 
jt eems disinclined to do, probably owing to Jack of money in the Treasury. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Smyth, D.80., the sontor British instructor with the Cossack 
Aivision, has been ill for the past three weeks, and is at present unfit to travel. 


Azerbaijan. 

‘Astara,—Rotstein has an intelligence agent in Astara named Mohamed Aga 
Mamedof, whose telographic reports are forwarded to’Tehran through a local Russian 
named Kedrof. 

Pabriz—Rotstein is anxious to have the TabrizTifis telegraph line put in order, 
so that he may have direct telegraphic communication by that route to Tiflis, Baku and 
Moscow, the Mesied-Aakbabud route proving. very ‘unsatistuctory. 


‘An Armenian Bolshevik daily newspaper, the “Minaret,” is being published in the 
city. It is printed in Armenian, and a number of copies are sent to Tehran and 
other towns. 


Transcaucasia. 

A reliable Teport states: that Ali Haider Tariof, the War Commissioner of the 
‘Azerbaijan Soviet Republic, left Baku on the 25th June for Nakhechivan, and that the 
activities of Simko at Urmia and of the Turks’ in the Maku area are attracting great 
attention in Baku. 


Caspian Porte. 


Cholera has broken out at Astrakhan, Petrovak and Baku. ‘The mortality, is 
reported to be high. ‘The Persian Government are considering the question of 
establishing quarantine stations on their frontier. 
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Astarabad, 

On the 18th June, 100. mounted gendarmes and 250 gendaime infantry with two 
guns arrived at Astarabad from Tehran, 

An agent reports that, at the instigation of the Governor of Astarabad, a caravan 
was recently attacked and robbed between Astarabad and Shabrad: On receipt of 
the news, the Governor summoned all local officials, merchants and mullahs, and made 
them telegraph a protest to the Prime Minister with a view to getting the Yamut 
horsemen (road-guards) reinstated, which is in the Governor's interest, 

‘A band of furkomans a few days ago raided Chama-i-Sava (between Astarabad 
and Shahrud) and carried nway seventy horses. Efforts are being made by the local 
gendarmes to recapture the loot. This is probably the same band that robbed the 
caravan mentioned above. 

On the 7th July the following detachment left Tehran for Astarabad ;— 


850 Cossack infantry, 300 Cossack cavalry and 50 Armenians (under Gigot), 
commanded by Amir-i-Toman, 
Tehran. 


The city is quiet. During the week large drafts of men, both from units of the 
Persian Cossack division and gendarmes, have been despatched to the front in 
Mazanderan, 

‘The propaganda leaflet distributed in ‘Tehran, translation of which was attached 
to last week's summary, was issued by the Englabun (Revolutionary) Party. ‘The 
executive committee of this party has at its head Sheikh Mar Asivi as president, and 
‘Agha Ali Najib Abudi, vice-president, ‘The leaflet in question, was originally written 
ii Rearian abel translated into Porson forthe press. It is/bellovel to havo emanated 
from the Russian Legation, 

Kemalist propaganda in the city is being organised by Habib-ul-Mujahiddin and 
Musanani Douleh (a den 

It is of the usual pan-Islamie type. 

‘Tho Russian wireless apparatus (receiving set) has arrived and is. being: orected in 
the grounds of the Russian Legation. It is expected to be able to fimction by the 
12th July. ‘The sending apparatus has not yet arrived. 

The following are some of tho latest arrivals at the Russian Legation :— 


_ Gelbraz, Representative of Foreign Affaire (on behalf of the Central Moscow 
Government) at Baku, 

. Dolgolubot, ex-snilor of the Baltic fleet, Wireless operator. 

| Rosenbauns, brother of the assistant to the military attaché, ‘To work us clerk 
in military attaché office, 

|. Teetkcin, to be a clerk or consular secretary. 

. Stakovitoh, to be a'clerk or consular secretary, 

6, Sitkin, to be a clerk or consular secretary, 

Lupin, a telegraphist. 


Reference my intelligence summary No, 8, p. 8, Istuclenko has been arrested and 
put in gaol by the Persian Governmont’on instructions from Rotstein, He is apparently 
4n absconding commissar from Baku, who, having made his pile, is attempting to 
escape to Europe to enjoy it. 

‘The representative of the old Armenian Republic, M. Argutinglki, has refused to 
hand over to Rotstein the archives of the Armenian Legation, ‘The latter is putting 
pressure on the Persian Government to take strong measures against him, A new 
Armenian representative, that of the Soviet Government of Armenia, is on his way 
to Tehran, 

Professor Teluikin, the Oriental secretary to the Russian Legation, has arrived ab 


Enzeli en route to Tehran. 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, Tehran. 








[E 9656 /2/34) No. 46. 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Keilleston.—(Recetved August 24.) 
No. 132.) 
fy Loni, Tehran, July 15, 1921. 
1 HAVE the honour to report that the Shah opened Parliament on the 22nd June. 
The coronony, which was masked by considerable pomp ut [ile gontine enthusian, 
consisted in His Mujesty delivering a Speech from the icone ihe ase Deputies, 
of whom about seventy were present. = 
T have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an official translation in 
et of the Shah's speech which I have obtained from the Ministry for Foreign 
nits, 


After His Majesty hed left the Chamber the Deputies prooeederl to the election of 
officers and committees. ‘The following were chosen 


President (or Speaker), Motamin-ul-Mulk, who had filled the same office in the last 
tivo Medjliss. 

First Vice-President, Agha Seyyid Hassan Mudarris, 

Second Vice-President, Hakini-ul-Mulk, 

Chief Steward, Arbab’ Kaikhosrow. 

Clerks: Prince Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, Musteshar-us-Sultaneh, Emad-us-Sultaneh, 
Ghavanfar Khan, 


Since its opening the Medjliss has heen engaged in examining the mandates of its 
members, and till this work, which it is caloulated will ocoupy amother fortnight, is 
complote the Assembly will have no official status, and will consequently be unsble to 
turn its attention to any matter of importance, 

Shortly after the ceremony the: Russian Soviet Minister, having demanded an 
audience of the Shah, complained to His Majesty of the difference in tone between the 


references to Great Britain and Russia respectively contained in the deste 
Min 


‘Tho Shah made some excuse, and, in order to propitiate M. Rothstein, the Prime 
tor inserted in the semi-official journal of the Government some appreciative 
remarks about the attitude towards Persia of the’ Russian Soviet Government. 
Thave, &o, 
H. NORMAN. 


Enclosure in No, 46. 


cech from the Throne at Opening of Fourth Medjlise, 


APRES uno longue péria de gommeil pastementair, pendant laquelle ee Svéoe- 


ments qui se déroulaient dans le monde en général et ceux qui avaient pour thédtre In 
Perse on particuligr faisaient toujours suspendre le renouvellement des élections, nows 
Sommus rts heurenx do pouvoir jour, avee Tide de Dieu, ouvrir Ia quatritme 
‘asiomblde du Medjliss, Nous espérons que le principe. constitutionnel, base de notre 
Empire et de la politique de notre Gouvernement, éhranlé depuis quelque temps par les 
incidents nés de Ta guerre internationale, serait affermi avec Youverture du présent 
Medjliss ot que notre pays et notre Gouvernement pourront en tirer Ie plus id 
secours. Lea lois relatives la convocation du Sénat—partie intégrante du bes 
constitutionnel—seront dlabordes et votdes au cours de Ia session du présent Medjliss, 
2, La guerro internationale sans précédent, qui a) pendant plus de cinq années, 
menacé la civilisation et Ia prospérité du monde, u, heureusement, pris fin, Nous 
souhaitons que les intentions et les efforts pacifiques dé toutes les Puissances en général, 
et des, belligérauts en particulier, consolident les bases de la Société des Nations et 
sofforeent de maintenir une paix durable et générale dans l'avenir, ce qui contribuera 
pnissumment 2 la félicité de Yhumanité et ) la séourité de tous. Notre Gouvernement, 
qui a accepté de se faire Repression doles taints asseinblée, ne manguera pas 
enraison de la responsabilité qui Ini incombe devant Vhumunité, de faire tout ce qui 


Aépendra de lui pour contribuer, par Vintermédiaire do ses ddlégues, 3 Ia réussite de son 
but sacré, 


ein eo 


3, Nous sorames extréimement content que notre Gouvernement ait réuss & observer, 


{josqu'd Is fin des hostilités, la newtralité quill avait: proclamée ax début de la guerre, 


Cependant, nous avous le regret: de constater que, maliré toutes les dificaltés auxquelles 
notre Gouvernenent était en butte pour ne pas ae départir des regles de In noutralité, 
Je territoire persan et plus pacticuligrement nos provinces septentrionales et occidentales 
nront pas éé épargnés. et out subi des dommuges considérables en hommes et en 
Fichesses; nos Tessortissants & I'étranger ont également été exposés \ toutes sortes de 
Inaux ot ont éprouvé de grands préjudices, Notre Gouysrnenient a déjh fait et fora 
toutes les démarches nécvssaires ot se servira de tous les moyens en son pouvoir pour 
obtenir la réparation de tous ces maux. : 

“4, Nos relations avec toutes les Puissances sont: des plus amieales, Nous sommes 
Jigs comme par le passé par Vamitié sinctre aveo Angleterre. Lagcond du 9 noit 1919 
4 646 ennulé aprts entente dos denx Pulssances, ob qui » resserné davantago encore Tes 
Sentiments amicaus et les relations de bonne harmonie existant entre Tn Perse et 
Empire britannique, ‘ 

5. Les grands changements politiques survenus en Russie ot les événements qui en 
ont été la conssquence ne pouvaient certainement pas rester eans contre-coup sur les 
frontidres persanes ot cela a naturellement anginenté les dominages subis par notre pays. 
Mais des relations amicales établies entre la Perse et In République sovidtique de Russie, 
et consolidées par In conclusion d'un récent: traits, qui sera bientdt porté 2 In connaissance 
du Medjliss, nous donnent des assurances formelles que Tes dommages subis par la Perse 
Seront ploineinent répards, et qu’une dre de prospérité ete falicité sfouyrira pour nos 
régions dévastées, Rael " 

‘Nous exprimons notre satisfaction de voir que des relations directes ot winicales ont 
66 établies entre notre pays et VAfghanistan, Un traits bass aur les intérdte 
réciproques des deux pays. vient d’étre signd et sera également porté A la connaissance 
do Medios eet 

G. Tl n’échappe a personne que tontes les branches de l’Admninistration de notre 

oat hear dex tioned importantes, Lu proportion entre les revenus oreinines et 
[es ddpenses nécessaires 1 été complbtement iméeonnue ; un besoin impérienx exige que 
Véquilibre budgétaire du pays soit mis sérieusement d W'étude, Nous espérons que lea 
représentants du peuple, tout en prenant en considération les exigenoes du moment, 
feront slos efforts officaces pour résoiidre cette question fondamentale, ; 

7. La nécessité de mettre Ies elfectifs de notre armée’ eb de notre: gendarmerie su 
‘un pied sulffisait et de rendre la vie de nos soldats aussi agrédable quo jossible, constitue 
Yun des premiers devoirs de notre Gouvernement. Il eat done indispensable que le 
Mediliss prenno, lors de V'élaboration du budget de I'Empire, les mesures qui conviendront 
Ace sujet. 

8. Lion des probldmes les plus’ importants qué nous tecommandons & Patter 

culidre des inembros de. la présente’ Chambre est celui du développement de 
Fagricultyre eb de Vamdlioration de la condition, dey paysuns dans leurs rapport avee 
Jee: propriétaires fonciers, L'enoourngement 4 agriculture est le plus eflieace dos 
moyens pour augmenter les revenus de notre pays. Notre Gouvernement est: décidé 
2} pourntivre éuergiquement cette réforme avec le concours que lui préteront Tes xepni- 
sentants dix peuple, 7 " 

‘9, Enfit, nous ne croyons pas superfiu dattirer Vattention de MM. les Dépittés sur 
ce point que, par auite de la situation eréée on Perso par Ia guerre internationale ot des 
préjudices que cette guerre nous a fait, subir, la tiche de notre Gouvernement pour 
Administrer le pays nest pas comparsble 5. © 

‘La solution des difficultés que nous venons de signaler, Ia réalisation des réformen 
rendues indispensables par le bouleverseinent: des conditions moudiales, Ja situation 
Aéplorable erdse on Perse, la néoessité absolue do faire xeprendie & notre pays le tan 

il oceupait dans Thistore, tout ela invite nos compatrotes A Vunion st 60 travai 

est aux représentants du peuple éviter les scissions, & ne point suivre Tes errements 
des préoédenta Medjfliss, qui n'avaient, que des conséquonces néfastes pour le pays, eb & 
prater, avec une fermeté et un courage répondant & leur haute qualité, leur concours 

notre Gouvernement pour la réalisation de In tiche difficile qu'il vest proposée, Nous 
-espérons que Dieu Tout-Puissant nous guidera pour bien servir notre ehére patric, 





ToT 
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[1 9808/9290/84) No. 47. 


‘Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 25.) 
(No. 468.) 


Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 23, 1921 
a YOUR telegram No, $29 of 17th August: Return of jee aN cree 
ersia. 
T am protesting, but, only way to assure a satisfactory result is to i 
Cae ee ta dest ee eee 
Could this be attempted ? 





[E 9691/76/34) No. 45, 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Gurzon of Kedleston,—(Received August 25, 
(No. 409, Confidential.) 


(Telegraphic. Tehran, Au 3, 1921 
HEY eg No, 442 of 11th August. Cael oe 
__ Chief manager of Imperial Bank of Persia informs me that in his opinion th 
poli enter with Brith interes in ger ad hows of Bin pea, me 
lend money to Persian Government whenever they ask for it till all the seourity which 
they have to offor is in British hands, He has recommended this course to board of 


direotors, 

Whongh T realise the advantage of thus making it wore 

on a g e and worse fo 

Persian ci Lava Hane cle uoeikecauise tie Radha observing thatthe 
above policy deprives them of all chance of introduction of Jittle reforms and assures 
th ruin of the euntry as soon a every avaiable soure of even hs been pledged 
and. money advanced, aquindored oF ftolen by a series of ieompetent aud core 

However sound this scheme may appear f fal point of vi 

his scheme may appear from a commercial point of view, if 

ye o.oo yond the immediate futuro, a polay whi Tie yeaa Santi 
the destruction of Feria cant in the long run serve Beth interest, which require 
the country to be strong, while (one group uncecypherable) immoral scheme would 
havo tho worst offect on aur already damaged roputation here 

Further, as soon as Persian Government. realise their opportunities the infil f 
Lagotion, an consquently of His Majesty's Governneu, Sikes Bees a 
frou this the tank tlt wil sue, Bacau the Legation vill to Teun well able to 
defini when ite privileges aro seriously attaked, a8 aopnor oF lator they are protty 

Position of a Financial Adviser of whatever uationalit it iti 
echo MUEMRM army) | Ne ROPE CEN 

(Bont to India; copy to Bagdad.) 





[B 9731/2/34) No. 49, 
Mi, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived August 26.) 
No. 470.) 


ie phic.) R, 
graphic) Te oe Tehran, August 25, 1921. 
CoD Anais in Khorassai n are in indirect rebellion regres crete 
ee rte f wir commanding officer, Colonel Mohammed Ts who arrested , 
ay nuns Ket he gore! a bee luring Government of Seyed Zia-ud-Din, 
Kavar ome Prime \ e é 
PAU abe aerate co) yan ora 


Consul-general at Mesh ve i 

betwean ih, bit Lat Meahed and Thave done all in our power to arrange matters 
Wedish officer commanding gendarmerie was recently sent with Persi 

mente otesne Tat fi retreat nce 

etidarmes,and tho Swede. was invited to come to Meshed alone, but apparently refused, 


this is not quit yhov, is i 
hough this isnot quite clear, “Anyhow, the Swede is now being sent back to Tehran 


In the meantime there has been'a fight between gendarmerie und adherents of 
Shuja-ol Mull, a chief living near Afghan frontier, whom Prime Minister is suspected 
Sf having incited to attack Mohammed Taqi, A gendarme was Killed, and a battle 
etween the two forces seems imminent, 

“Parsian Government have offered colonel amnesty for himself and his partisans, 
and a pension it he will leave Persia, but he has reftsed, on the gronnd that his officers 
will not let him go. 

"The townspeople of Meshed as well as Mohamned Taqi’s own mien appear to be 
on bis side, or agitating against appointment of Samsiin-es-Sultanah, Bakhtiar | group 
or dueypherable'; which was recently announced, but Simsam-es-Sultareh ip\so anxious 
foe therpost that he has promised the colonel to do. anything that is emanded if he 
will only consent to receive him, 

Meshed is keeping India fully informed, 





[E 9708/25/34] No. 50. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived August 26.) 


(No. 471) 

(Telegraphic. ) Tehran, August yy 1921. 
PRIME MINISTER, who proposes to pressut his programme to Meaijliss in bout 

a week bas in the meantiine discussed it, with Deputies, and states, that) they have 

raised difficulties regarding terms on which Persian Goyerninent are to take over South: 

Persia Rifles, and that he has been unable pite of all his efforts to induce them to. 

accept any conditions other thin the following :— 


1. His Majesty's Legation will ngroe in principle to hancl over foreb to Persian 
Government without British officers, 

2, Persian Government will enga; and despatch « sufficient number of Swedish 
ofons he natevetion af the fores, ‘Til thevo have arrived Swedish ofits ftom simong 
those already in the sorvico of Porsian Government and a nuinbet of Persian’ officers 
‘will be appointed to take over the force, 

2 Peiod within which surrender of force is to be completed will not exceed three 
or four months from date of exchange of notes, i.c., after that, periot! has elapsed there 
will be not any British officers or officials with tbo force, ; 

1 His Majesty's Government ill undertake to. urange with Tmpevial Bank of 
Persit to grant to Persian Government a credit to cover prosont budget of the Fores for 
six monthe. This loan will be seoured on surplus customs receipts, x 

All arms and munitions of war and equipment in possession of the foros will be 
handed over to Persinn Government without payment. 


1am informing Prime Minister that I will submit thess terms to His Majesty's 
Government, but that I can hold out no hope that they will be accepted, 

I consider them impudent, ‘and submit that the di sbandment, ‘of the force should: 
not only continue, but, tn view of lack of money, evens if posible, be ucclerator 

"Pras Minister states that he hus received telegraphic advice to tho offest that 
Swedish Government are prepared to lend tho Persian Government ten regulay offloers. 

(Htepented to tndis, Bagdad, No, 268, and consul at Shiraz for South Persia Tiley 
with reference ta No. 179/589/G.) 





[E 9728/76/84) 
Ar, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received August 20.) 


No, 51. 


Tehran, August 25, 1021. 


ie, ‘ 
(Telegraphic. 
ALY iinniediately preceding telegram. 


Prime Minister proposed. to 
engagement of Mr. Armitage Smith, Raat 1 
hey replied that in that case the question would at ones be raised in Medjlise 
iteslf, whieh would refuse to. sanction einployment of a Finaucial Adviser from « 
neighbouring country. 
[7580. I 


eputies to make no allusion in his programme to 
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Prime Minister professes willingness to include Mr. Armitage S 
aahigacaenol 
and havo to resign. 
Thave asked Mr. Armitage Smith for his opinion on course to be adopted. 
Prime Minister is evidently making no effort. to give a pro-British direotion to 
‘affairs, and, while professing friendliness to us, is co-operating with demagogic elements. 
(Bent to India; repeated to Bagdad, No. 269.) 


ith's engagement, 
insist, but points out that if he does so he will lose his majority 





[E 9780/76/84) No, 52. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Ieceived August 26.) 


‘office, which he realises that he cannot do at present. 

Nosrat, his also the Shah, who might otherwise be willing to use his 
influence on behalf of Financial Adviser, whose engagement His Majesty professes to 
rogard as essential to the welfare of Persia, 

Lastly, Nosrat has guined to his side the Minister of War. 

Bo long us the present Government see that they can obi 
faourcen umeonditionally, in spite of the fact that they ure doing their best to ruin British 
interests in Persia, { ean do nothing to change the course of events. 

Further, since the publication here of your Lordship’s recent: speech in the House 
‘of Lords, attacks on British policy, led by Nosrat, have greatly increased in violence, and 
in particular agitation against South Persia Rifles and Financial Adviser has become 
much stronger than ever, so that I doubt whether any Goverament would have the 
courage to take over the former on twagonable terms, though if the Medjlss were shy 
the lutter might have a chance of survival with a reduced staff and limited powers. 

Bo that as it may, the only way to bring Persian Goyernment to reason and create 
‘a situation generally favourable to our interests is for British financiers to be induced 
to make no further advances to Persia until a more friendly and less unprineipled 
régime is established here, The present policy of providing corrupt aud hostile 
Oabinet with the sinews of war to fight us is immediately harmful to our political 
interests, and will ultimately be equally disastrous to finanoidl interests oucsesed: 

(Bont to India; repeated to Bagdad, No, 270.) 


money from British 





[E 9708/25/34) No, 58, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran). 
(No, 348.) 


‘oreign Ofico, August 26, 1921. 


(Telegraphic) 
YOUR telegram No, 471 of 25th August. 


You should at once inform the Persian Prime Minister officially that His Majesty's 


Government have received his proposal with the utmost surprise and regret, and that 
they cannot consider it, 


The South Persia Rifles will, in consequence, entirely be disbanded without 


further delay, and the Persian Government will be held exch 
consequences’ that may result in the province of Kars and 
generally, 

T gree with you that the proposal is impudent, and. you should instruct the 
Inspector-General of the South Persia Rifles as far us possible to accelerate disband 
ment. 


How do you propose to dispose of the arms and munitions 
Repeated tonsa) 


wvoly responsible for the 
the south of Persia 
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[E 9756/76/24} No. 54. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received August 28.) 
(No. 474) eae 
Jegraphic. Telivan, August 27, 1921. 
(PoE sigan collate confidentially informed « British eubjct lieve that a French 

syndicate is prepared to lend money to Persian Government. 
My Belgian colleague added that, in reply to.an enguiry which be made of French 
Chargé d’Affoires, latter stated Belgian capitalists were also interested in scheme: 
Thaye not mentioned matter to French Chargé dA ffaires. 





[E 9601/76/34) No, 55. 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran), 
(No, 348.) _ 
(Telegraphic) 

YOUR telegram No. 469 of 23rd August, 5 

‘The Financial Adviser has sent two messiges to the Imperial Bank of Persia and 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company (eee your telegrams Nos, 432 ond 439), in both of which 
he asks to be allowed to judge whether or not advances shall bo made to the Persian 
Government. g i A 

T have transmitted both messages without assuming any responsibility for the 
advice tendered by the Financial Adviser, and Tmust leave it to the two interested 
froups, who are fully alive to the situation in Pers, to decide what action they will 
lot take fects at 

they promise to send a reply in a few days. a eer ‘i 

Fey eee of Penson Geverument and of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh in particular which 
seems to me to touch the nadir of ingeatitnde and perfidy, confirm the impression 
which reeent events have left on my mind. For the present there is no alternative but 
To lot things take their course, ‘They will probably be worse before they are better, 


Roreign Office, August 29, 1921. 





[B 9826/76/34] 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (‘Teliran). 


No. 56. 


(ieicpewp hic) Foroign Offico, August 29, 1921. 
THE ‘Anglo-Persian Oil Compiny have learnt, that the Persian Goverment ae 
negotiating with the Sinclair Oil Corporation, subsidiary of tho American Standard 
Oi Company, for an oil concession in Northern Persia, F i 
‘You are awate that in February 1920 the Anglo-Persian Oil Company ‘nequired 
the Khoshtaria concession and that in April 1920 T declared my willingness to support 
them with the object of obtaining recognition of transfer by the Persian Government, 
‘You should therefore enter an immedinto official protest to the Persian Government 


against the granting of any fresh concession for oil in Northern Persia basing yourvelt 


tn tho prior rights already acquired by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


tein pen 
(1B 9872/2/34) No. 87. 
My. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received August 31.) 


» 478. 
{ra ‘ i) Tehran, August 29, 1921, 

“SHAT having asked me yesterday for w frank expression of ry views regain 
present troubled situation, I spoke to him seriously about the unfriendly athitude ¢ 
Uovernment and of majority of Medjliss led by. Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, insianoing, their 
treatment of questions of Financial Adviser and: South Persia Rifles; impertinent 
communications from Minister for Foreign Affairs, ong of which Thad been obliged to 
Teturn; attacks on mo jn. eo-called indepencdent press which Government ere notoriously 
able tosontrol, and even in official newspaper) éc. ; Government aleo obstinately declined 
to se fam and were notoriously corrupt. A 
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I said that ivitation of His Majesty's Government was increasing and thet, if 
present situation was prolonged, theit sympathies might be definitely alienated ; they 
Inight vease (0 facilitate provision of Funds from British sourees, with result: that troops 
Ding unpaid would rise, in which ense Hi Majesty and dynasty, would not be spared. 
Medjliss was entirely discredited in country owing to way in which elections had besa 
eouducted, and Prime Minister conld easily bring it to reason if he chose, but he would 
not make attempt, 

Tf Persia wished to retain friendship of Great Britain, radical change of polioy was 
necessary, 

Shah expressed agreement with my observations in the main, but, said thet Prime 
Minister only did not, work better with me hecause bis hands were tied and that he 
‘could not control Medjliss, 

Shah declined to’ say in what way Prime Minister's hands were tied, and T said 
that T know that he has an agreement with Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, who, by bis present 
attitude, Was rendering a very bad service to Persia. 

He proposed to remonstrate with Prime Minister und Deputies regarding Finauclal 
‘Adviser and South Persin Rifles, but T replied that in the case of latter it was too 
ate to do anything, us I had alveady received your Lordship's instructions to hasten 
their disbandment, 

He bogyed ine to suspend this measure, but I refused. 

Shah appeared more timid than usual and refused to commit himself by any 
definite step. He kept on repeating that he could not speak freely to me because 1 
hhad not full confidence in him, the real reason for his hesitation doubles being fact 
that hy has been bought. 

Finally, however, he promised ty open his h 
of the Court, 

hough not on very sure ground in bringing in financial question, I felt justified in 
doing so, 45 T al hope that iemay be possible to abandon our disastrous policy which 
hias not no far been divulyed here of continuing to advance money unconditionally to 
such a Government as the present, 

(Sent to India ; repented to Bagdad, 


rt to mo indirestly through Minister 


273.) 





[E 9942/25/34) No 88. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 2.) 


(NG. 480.) 


Pelegraphic. Tehran, August 31, 1921 


) ; 
OUR telogran No, 346 of 27th Auguste 

Plenso nee lust sentenow of my telegram No, 422, 
Lrecotnend division of rifles and ammunition belonging to Ty 


han detachment ot 
South Porsia Rifles to Bakhtiari hans, ‘Phere ate, however, objections to wholesale 
distribution, especially ot present. moment, when one of the periodical family squabbles 
fs coming toa head, It would be better to evacuate arms and ammunition to Ahwaz 
tndor Bakhtiari escort for custody there, and gradual distribution as circumstances 
may dictate, 

[evacuation should not be attended with undue tisk, pr 
given a proportion of arms, for which they are clamouring, and even offer immediate 
payment of cash, An early decision is necessary, as disbandment of Tspahin 
Hetachment begins on Ist September, and considerable risk attaches to custody of arms 
in Ispahan consulate, 

Only drawbick to this suggestion appears to me to be that if Persian Government 
[group omitted) of transaction thoy may complain of supply of arms, &e., to Persian 
subjects w'thout their consent, which, Though ib has wften been done before, is, of 
course, nun a strictly correct proceeding. 

Need this objection be taken into account? If it can be surmounted [ shall 
shortly imake a similar pro connection with Kavwam-al-Mulk, 

(Bent'to Tndia; repeated to Ispahan, No. 114, Shiraz, No. 112, and copies to 
Bagdad.) 


ided that khans are now 
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jE 9928/25/84) No, 59. 


Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Septeniber 2 


Tehran, August 31, 1921. 
telegram No, $43 of 26th Anyust. 

Prime Minister communicated to me that he cainot accept conditions regarding 
the South Persia Rifles without consulting either the Minister of War or the Shah, 
Former, who is short of arms and anmunition, and was eomnting on those which would 
Ihave been acquired with the foree, is much displeased, while the latter, who is alarmed. 
at the prospect of its disappearance, has begged mo to suspend the order for its 
Mishandment for five days to give him time vo find a more satisfictory sulution of the 


is, T hav 
the least possible delay. 

[doubt whether the new proprsal will be more worthy of consideration than the 
lust, and, in any case, it is time that. the question was settled, becauss neither can the 

itish officora by kept indefinitely in a state of uncertainty nor does the financial 

situation adwiit of further delay, 

(Sent to Indias repeated to Bagdad, No. 277, and Shiraz, No. 7 
Rifles.) 


South Persia 





No, 60. 
zon of Kedleston,—(Reeeived September 1.) 


(E 9968/2/94) 


. Norman to the Marquess Cu 


Tehran, September 2, 1921. 


by 


commissioners. 
(Ropented to Bagdai, No, 278; sent to Tudia.) 





No. 61. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston,—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 480.) 
‘Telographic.) 

YOUR ‘telegram No. 950 of 20uh August: 

Lacted on your instructions, and having just heard that French Chargé d/Affaires 
mas also in negotiation with Persian Government with a view to obtaining Khoataria 
bil concession for a French syndicate, | asked him whether this was so. 

He jiforms me in reply that about a year and a half ago French company for 
exploitation of oil (eroup “ Deutsche de 1 Menrthe ot Heine") addressed to Nosmit-ed- 
[Dowlch and Persian Legation an application for oil concession in Northern Persia, on 
ie grou of invalidity of Rhostart cancision, whi hud been solemnly proclaimed 
bby different Persian Governments. 

French Government several times instructed him to obtain from Persian Govern: 
beat a reply to this application, bit politieal conditions inade this impossible till about 

‘month ago, when conversations became more active, and ho was authorised by Krench 
‘overnment’ to inform Persian Government that, in exchange for grant, of this 
oncession and its ratification by Medjliss, French company would make inmediately to 
latter monthly advances secured on their share in future profits of enterprise,“ Tncident 

sported in my telegram No, 477 has, however, for the present interrupted negotintions. 

French Charge d'Affaires expresses opinion, that, in” view of close agreement 

‘isting between Great Britain and France on question of oil, his Government must 
buve obtained consent of His Majesty's Government to these negotiations, 

Tlearn from a reliable source that Nosrat-ed-Dowleh has been actively stimulating 
1388 no votiations. 7 


‘Tehran, September 3, 1021 
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[E 9970/2/34) No. 62. 


Mr. Norman to Earl Curzon.—(Receired September 5.) 


(No. 84. Confidential) 
My Lord, Tehran, June 6, 1921. 
IN iy despatch No, 20 of the Srd March last I gave some account of the move 
ment, revolutionary in all but name, which led to the assumption of power by Seyyid 
Zix-ed-Din, and it is now my duty to endeavour to explain the causes which led to 
the collapse of the only attempt, since that made by Mohamed Tagi Khan in the 
early days of Nast-ed-Din Shah, to save Persia from, ruin by the introduction of 
administrative, financial and wiilitary reform, 

_ There can be no doubt that, during the first weeks of his tenure of office, the late 
Prime Minister enjoyed popular sympathy and confidence, “Some even of those who 
suflered, or who expected to suffer, from his policy, were willing to admit that the 
Ean of the country could only be effected by remedies such as those which he 
applie 

‘The arrest and imprisonment of the most prominent of the old governing class, 
Who had used their power solely in order to enrich themselves by means alway 
dishonest and often also cruel and oppressive, were widely applauded; the 
denunciation of the Anglo-Persian Agreement was greeted as a necessary act by 
those Persians, of whom Seyyid Zia-ed-Din was the foremost, who advocate friend- 
ship with Great Britain because they believe it to be for the good of their country 
and not because they hope to derive from it those material advantages which could 
formerly be gained by subservience to Russia: the reorganisation of the Government 
Departments was welcomed by all who had suffered from their corruption and 

fliciency, and the attention paid to the material welfare of the public, to foster 
which a new Ministry was created, was as well received by them as it was 
unparalleled in their experience, 
Lt was not long, however, before opposition to the Government began to manifest 
itself in certain quarters, and this, as is always the case in Persia, soon developed 
into intrigues against them, : 


The Shab, though compelled hy force to acquiesce in the changed situation, 


never gave the new Cabinet his whole-hearted support. I lost. no opportunity. of 
impressing on His Majesty the fact that the reforms such as those which the Prime 


Minister was determined to carry out offered the only chance of saving the country 
from anarchy, Bolshevism and rain, and that, if he wanted to preserve his throne, 
tho best. way’ to do so was to accord his full confidence to the man who was makin 
every effort to consolidate its foundations... ‘The Shah at first affected to agree with 
me, and, almost to the last professed willingness to follow my advice, but it soon 
became plain that he was playing a double game 

‘The imprisonment, of the notables, several of whom were relatives of his own, 
though agreeable to him personally because he disliked and feared them, and because 
the misfortunes of others, especially if rich and important people, appeal to his 
senso of humour, was distasteful to him as a Sovereign hecause, in spite of my 
assurances, he could not believe. that he himself would not eventually become the 
victim of similar treatment, and his fears were intensified by certain measures taken 
by the new Government which inspired him with the conviction that the Seyyid was 
seoretly a Bolshevik, 

_ His active resentment was also aroused by the reduction of his civil list, on 
which the Prime Minister insisted from motives of economy, and unluckily the 
persons by whom he was surrounded, instead of calming him, did all in their power 
to excite him still further, because they themselves had suffered from the reforming 
zeal of the Seyyid, who had diminished their salaries and discontinued the payment 
of the pensions which some of them enjoyed. ‘The attendants at the palace, who had 
heen deprived of certain of their perquisites, intensified the Sovereign's annoyance 
by relating alarming tales of the discontent which the high-handed measures of the 
Goyernment were causing among the people. 

‘The women of His Majesty's establishment contributed their share by passing 
on the complaints and forebodings of the wives and families of the exalted captives 

The Shah accordingly sought instruments with which to compass the 
destruction of the Seyyid and foind them in Rosa Khan, Sardari-Sipah and in 
Moshar-ul-Mulk, 


In my despatch under reference I described the former, who was responsible for 
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the coup d'état in its military aspect, as an “honest and capable officer without 
political aspirations,”” and I believe these words to haye been true at the time when 
they, were written, but he was not long in developing a thirst for power which first 
manifested itself in hie refusal, ax Commanderinehiet of the army, to obey the 
Minister of War, Masud Khan, and in his demand to be substituted for the latter 
while retaining the post which he already held, As he was in complete control of 
the only serviceable force in the capital, there was no means of evading his 
pretensions, and Masud Khan became Minister without portfolio only to retire 
shortly afterwards from the Government because he was unwilling to draw a salary 
for doing so little work, 

‘The Shah doubtless exploited the well-known devotion of Sardar-i-Sipah and his 
Cossacks to the person of the Sovereign, by assuring the former that Seyyid Zia’s 
policy was dangerous to the throne, a belief which he repeatedly expressed! to. mo 
and which no reasoning on my part availed to dispel. My own conviction, on the 
contrary, is that such a Government, honest, courageous, energetic and bent on 
reform, offers the only chance of preserving the monarchy and staving off Bolshevism 
for any length of time, and therefore, that, save in the unlikely event of the 
appearance of another statesman able ‘and Willing to adopt a similar course, the 
establishment of a Soviet form of Government in Northern Persia is probably only 
a matter of time. 

It may also be taken as certain that the Shah accentuated Sardar-i-Sipah’s 
hostility to the Prime Minister by laying, stress on the determination of the latter to 
give exceutive powers to the British officers with the Cossack Division, though Hig 
Majesty was atthe same time assuring me (as I believe, sincerely) that he imoelt 
regarded this measure as absolutely essential to the safety of Persia and was 
suggesting perfectly impracticable plans for obtaining the same results by another 


jpah, realising himself to be incapable of conducting the administra: 
tion, at first wished to retain the Seyyid in office to do the work while he himself 
held all the power, but, from motives not entirely clear, eventually changed his mind. 
‘The ostensible reason for his final refusal to work any longer with the Seyyid, which 
I believe to haye been only one of several, was the latter's determination to invest 
the British officers with executive authority. This the Minister of War declared 
to be equivalent to selling to foreigners “the soul of the nation,’ which is the 
army. He professed, and still pro’ , anxiety to retain the services of those 
officers as instructors, and to admit British control of military finance, but I believe 
his true intention to be eventually to eliminate altogether all British elements from 
the army and its administration’ while continuing to obtain, if possible, arms and 
ammunition from British sources, ne 

The Prime Minister early discovered the intrigue against him, and, in natural 
anger, adopted in conversation with the Shah severity of manner and language 
which still further alarmed and irritated His Majesty. 

‘This Legation made repeated efforts to put an end to the plot, but all the 
arguments and entreaties used proved unavailing. catch 

Moshar-ul-Mulk, for some tine Minister of Finance in the Cabinet of Vossuk- 
ed-Déwleh, was made Minister-of the Court soon after Seyyid Zia took office in 
order that he might keep watch on the doers of the Shah and courtiers and 
gradually purge the Court of its most undesirable elements, 

The Hane Minister trusted him, but it was not long before he betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him and secretly threw in his lot with the Shah and Sardar-i- 
Sipah, though in his frequent conversations with me he peed to the last to be 
trying to reconcile their differences with the Seyyid. He has since excused his 
conduct by the very unconvincing plea that he was from the first opposed to the 
policy of the Priiné Minister. He has also alleged that he tried in vain to restrain 
the Shah, who, according to hii, was alone responsible for the catastrophe, ‘The 
true motive of his perfidy was probably the hope held out to him by the Shah that 
ho would succeed the Sevyid ay Prime Minister, an appointment which, when the 
time came, Sardar A declined to permit. 3 eee. 

Seyyid Zix-ed-Din himself taken vigorous action, by insisting on the 
dismiasal of Sardar-i-Sipab, to crush the conspiracy as soon as he became aware of 
it, and before it had attained dangerous proportions, his fall might perhaps have 
been averted. At one moment, about the beginning of May, he had indeed 
contemplated such a step and resigned office with the intention of making the 
disappearance of Sardar-i-Sipah the condition of resuming it. He was, however, 
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already suffering in health from prolonged overwork and anxiety which had impaired 
his energy, nd at) the! lash, moment lest courage and withdrew his resignation 
Without insisting on the proposed condition in the hope of being able to make terms. 
with the Minister of War after resuming office. 

Tn this he was unsuccessful, and it is doubtful whether in any case it was not 
by that time too late to frustrate the plot. 

Tn the end, after a series of interviews with the Minister of War, he received 
from the lutter a kind of ultimatum ordering him to resign and quit the country, 
and on the 28rd May he left Tehran in a motor car for Kazvin and Bagdad, Sardar- 
iSipah, who throughout professed personal friendship and admiration for the 
Seyyid, gave him the sui of 25,000 tamans for the expenses of his journey. 

Later on in the same day T learnt that instructions had been sent to detain the 
Seyyid at Kazvin, Sardar-i-Sipah on being asked the reason for this replied that 
he wished to offer him a post abroad, but subsequently admitted that the Shah had 
acoused the Seyyid of taking with him 50,000 tomans of secret service funds and had 
consequently given orders for his arrest. On my representation these orders were 
eanwelled and the Seyyid allowed to. proceed.” I also obtained from the Shab 
4 promise that he would not countenance any reprisala-on the ‘part of the next 
Government against the members or supporters of the last. I feel pretty sure that, 
but for the intervention of the Legation, the Seyyid and his colleagues would not 
haye escaped with their lives, 

During the difficult period which preceded his fall the Seyyid mluckily could 
not count on the support of any section of opinion save that of a minority of honest 
and far-seeing individuals, too insignificant in numbers to be of any use, for the 
reason that every one of his measures of reform and economy injured the material 
interests of some class or other of the community. Thus, besides incurring the 
hostility of the Sahak Shah and the courtiers, he had alienated the nobles by 
imprisoning the most prominent among them and depriving them of the spoils of 
office; the officials, by wholesale dismissals of superfluous, corrupt and incompetent 
ones and by reducing the salaries of thoxe who remained; the clergy, by discontinuing 
the monthly bribes which practically all of them hud received from every previous 
Cabinet to prevent them from intriguing against it; the Armenians and Jews, by his 
pet an to import, manufacture and sell alcohol; and, finally, the people of 

‘ehran, by imposing on them a system of municipal taxation which was undoubtedly 
a burden too heavy to be borne under the prevailing conditions. 

All these measures may be thought injudicious and the reduction of official 
Salaries and the municipal taxes were probably also economically unsound, but the 
Seyyid was driven to these expedients by the imperious need of finding money, 
especially to pay the troops which constituted the sole defence of the country against 
the Bolsheviks, 

‘The result, however, was that he found himself abandoned by all, and that, when 
the noble prisoners, whose arrest had been hailed with universal joy were released, 
they received an ovation from the crowd on their first public appearance and are now 
actually popular 

Zn his relations with the Bolshevik Minister the Seyyid showed considerable 
adroitness, but as was inevitable, failed permanently to’ conceal his pro-British 
tendencies, with the result that M, Rothstein, though to the last regarding him as 
an honest man, began to complain that he was too much under the influence of this 
Legation. It has been commonly stated that M, Rothstein took an active part in 
bringing about the Soyyid's fall, bt I have been unable to obtain any direct evidence: 
of this and he himseli has explicitly assured me that all his efforts were directed in 
the opposite sense: 

regard the collapse of the Seyyid's efforts with feelings of unmixed regret, 
for, though itis true that he was guilty of many errors of judgment and insisted on 
proceeding with the work of reform much more quickly than the prevailing 
conditions permitted, he had already succeeded in removing many abuses, begun the 
reorganisation of all the administrations, expelled Tapaeione officials from the public 
service and effected many important economies, But for the opposition of the 
Minister of War he would also have eventually have succeeded in endowing Persia 
with a force capable of maintaining internal order and repelling external aggression. 

Further, he introduced into the Government a standard of honesty never 
previously attained in this country, and it is this, rather than any of his particular 
achievements, which renders his short period of office memorable and constitutes his 
title to the gratitude which the great mass of his corrupt, blind and fickle countrymen 
to-day refuse him. 


6: 


He chose as his colleagues, apart from Sardar-iSipah, whom circumstances 
forced on him; honest men, uncontaminated by political intrigue, whom he could 
trust to carry out his orders, but devoid of initiative, for he believed that the 

sumption by hiniself of practically dictatorial: powers offered the only: means of 
saving his country, ‘This belief was probably well founded, but the inevitable result, 
(as in thie case of Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, whose Cabinet towards the end of his term of 
office also consisted of nonentities, though not of honest, ones) was that the solution 
of urgent questions was delayed through sheer lack of time to deal with them, while 
incessant toil injured his health. 

‘De question in which postponement of action was most regrettable and caused 
the greatest amount of trouble and anxiety to this Legation was that of the enquiry 
into the alleged offences of those whom he had arrested, and it was this that gave 
rise to the most reasonable ground of complaint against his Government, 

T have forwarded w copy of this despatch to, the Government of India and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner in Mesopotamia. 

Thaye, & 


H. NORMAN, 


(iE 9971/2004/34) No, 68, 
Mr. Norman to Earl. Curson—(Received September 5.) 
(No. 85. 
My Lord, Teliran, June 9, 1921, 

” WITH reference to my despatch No. 77 of the 28th May, T have the honour to 
transmit two copies of an intelligence summary for the week ending the 28th May, 
1921, prepared by the military attaché to this Legation, 

Thave, ke, 
1H, NORMAN, 


Enclosure in No. 63. 


Intelligence Summary No. 4, for Week ending May 28, 1921, 
Gilan. 
‘THE political crisis in Tehran, which bas ended in the fall of Sayid Zia, the Rrime 
er, and his subsequent flight to Bagdad, has considerably affeoted th situation 
in Gilan, From the latest reports received, it appears that the Russians have suspended 
thoir evacuation and intend to remain at Resht and Enzeli, ie 

‘The Persian Cossack Division are still holding the front in the same positions at 
Jubin, Menjil and Loshan, and the Persimn rebels opposing, them hold the position on 
the Sih Rud, which they took over from the Russian Bolshevik troops: . 

On the 25th May Ruohile Han showed mrs activity on lis front. A patrol of 
fifty of his men were seen at Reshteroud, 6 miles north-west of Naglobar. 

On the 28th May reports were received from several independent sources that the 
Bolsheviks and Kuchik Khan's men fousht on the 25th May near Reshteroud, casualties 
being slight on both sides. It is not clear yet whether these Bolsheviks were Russian 
or Persian ones, or what was the cause of the quarrel, 

On the 23rd May the War Minister, Reza Khan, sent a secret cypher, message to 
the Persian staff officers at the front and at Kazvin, ‘This messuge ordered the latter 
to keep him minutely informed of all troop movements and threatened severest punish~ 
ment ‘racy, mistake occurs, stating that no excuse wonld be accepted even though the 
movement’ was carried out by the order of « British instructor. Reza Khan had evidently 
done this to undermine the control of Britisli officers and to weaken their position, He 
is yery jealons of his authority as comu ander of the Pérsian Cossack Division, which 
position he retains in addition to being War Minister, and he is alvaid of British officers: 
gaining more control of the men than he has himsclf, He is therefore str ngly opposed 
to executive control being given to British officers, F , 

On the 26th May ‘esa Kuna jaent suothen aeerel cypher wire to tle Persian 
commanders at Kazvin and Jubin forbidding all innovations in drill and ordering rerurn 
to the old Russian system, The British: officers are naturully much discouraged after 
having worked for some weeks in trying to improve the loree, and it remains to be 
seen what further pressure Reza Khan can bring to bear inv order to enstre their 
removal. 


(7580) K 





Under instructions by His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran, the despatch 
of farther munitions, stores and British officers for the Persian army has been suspended. 
‘4 Russian deserter, who seemed reliable, gave himself up on the 24th May at Jubin 
‘and made the following statement :— 


“Russians could yolunteor to remain in Persia hitherto, but six days ago 
onlers were issued that all Russians would remain and be absorbed in the Persian 
rebel army, ‘The original orders were merely a blind to hoodwink the British, 
Ttussiuns ave no intention of leaving Persia. ‘They will not uttack as a Russian 
formation, but will organise rebel forces locally in Gilan, with which they will 
overrunBersin when timne is ripe. Special propagandists have been sent to Persia, 
‘A strong as. possible parade was held at Resht on the 18th May, at which were 
present approximately 4000 men, 4 howitzers, 2 mountain guns and 19 machine 
Fins, Reoruiting for this Red Army from local sources is being continued. The 
Fld hospital which went to Baku retirned to Enzeli on the 19th May. ‘Two field 
squns have been handed over by the Russians to the rebels. The Russian billets 
FU" Resht are. being repaired and a new soldiers’ club has been started, which is 
being fitted with a good deal of gymnastic apparatus, all pointing to a long 
stay. 


Local information from travellers confirms the fact that the Russians are still in 
Resht, and that everything points to their evacuation having been stopped. 


Azerbaijan. 

‘Maku—A trade miesion of forty persons arrived at Maku on the 10th May from 
Shahtakt, vith a Russian as head of the mission. 

‘The Turks ace reported to be leaving Igdir. On the 13th May a Turkish consul is 
reported to have arrived at Maku with an escort of ten soldiers. 

Urmia.—simko was reported to be at ‘Sulduz ubout the 14th May with 600 men. 
Famine prices prevail in Urmia town, and Simko is squeezing the inhabitants for money 


The Tabriz-Julfa Railway was reported open for traffic on the 24th May, 
‘h rail communication from Tabriz to is. A train urrived at 
y und returned to Erivan filled with Armenian refugees, 


Kazvin. 
Sheikh Hussein, Lenkorani, has been sent to Kazvin by the Russian Legation for 


Bolshevik propaganda work. He has had numerous interviews during the past week 
with members of the Russian Legation. 


Hamadan, 


‘A Russian called Aivasof (Persian) name Guli Khan) has been sent, to Hamadan as 
a tollgate keoper on the road, Before leaving Tehran he received full instructions from 
M. Rotstein regarding propaganda. 


Transcaucasia, 


Refugees from the Caucasus report that since the 1st May all boundaries between 
the States in the Caucasus theoretically ceased to exist as Tar as customs dues are 
concerned, and that a central committee has been formed at Tiflis to regulate 
transit trade, 


Mazanderan. 


Bander--Gaz. —Twelve members for the Russian Legation uurrived at the port/on 
tho 28rd May and left following day for Tebran vid Astarabud. 
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A.steamer from Baku calls at Banderi-Gaz once a week, ‘The last visit brought 
several Bolshevik commissars, who sold a quantity of precions stones. to Armenian 
merehants in thie town, and left again in the steamer for Krasnovodsk. Amongat: these 
commissars were Eznielenko, from Ovlessa; Sapelnekof, from Baku, and a certain 
Efshtein, Latter landed, and is reported to be procesding to Bagdad vit Hamadan, en 
route to Baris, where bo states his father is living, He is said to have with him a 
Targe quantity of precious stones, and is accompanied by his wife, two obildren and a 
servant. 


Barfarush. 


Local gendarmes oppressing the people and committing numerove thefts, due to 
their having received no pay for some months, 


Astarabad. 


Righty mule-loads of baggage for the Russian Legation arrived at Astarabad on 
the 24th May from Bander-i-Gaz, ‘The boxes mostly contain silver 5-Kran pieces. ‘The 
Governor of Astarabad is anxious about their safe transit toehran, as the mules have 
only four men with them besides muleteers. He has asked the Persian, Government & 
provide an escort from Tebran, 

Kaspar Lianozof bas heen appointed “ Commissar for Turkomn Affairs” by the 
Russian Legation, and has been sent to Astarabad with Hildebrandt, the former Russian 
Chargé-d'Adinires ut ‘Tehran, with orders to negotiate a settlement between the 
Bolsheviks and ‘Torkomans along the frontier. 


Tehran. 


Tn spite of the political erisis caused by the fall of Sayid Zia and his supportonss 
the city bas remained quiet. Roza Khan is virtually w military diotator until such time 
fis the new Cabinet oan be formed: ‘Tho Bolshevik Minister, Rotstein, has taken full 
Advantage of the erisis to increase his anti-British propaganda, and visits frequently 


both the Shah and Reza Khan. 

Meotings in the mosques, denouncing Sayid Zia as a British agent and depreceting 
British interference in the internal affairs of Pervia, were held on the 24th May’ an 
subsequent nights, It is stated that these meetings were instigated by Rotstein, who 

sending agents to the provinoos to apread Bolshevik doctrines. ‘The principal speakers 
At these meetings were Malik Shura, former editor of the Tehran newspaper * Novbayar,” 
‘and Sayid Yakub, Shirazi. 

The Bolshevik Minister has published a notice in the newspaper to say that any 
TRusian suljeat who wishes to asset emplayment under tho Forstn Government ean 
only do so after their applications for such employment, havo beon approved of by the 
Rogeian Legation. He also pablished another otioo denying the announcement in 
Teeuter’s that certain oil coticessions at Baku had been given to a British company. 

‘On the 25th May, the Russian military, attaché visited the Cossack Division 
parracks and, in talking to junior Persian officers, suggested the re-employment. of 
Thussian 0.0.04 in the Persian Cossack Division 

" Rotstein is reported to bave suggested the same thing in an interview with the 
Shah on the 26th May. 

Te is obvious that the Russians are making every effort to oust the British 
instructors and have them replaced by Russian, 

The Bolshevile programine may be summarised as follows -— 


(a) To foment internal unrest, both in ‘elian and ii the provinces by 
disseminating Bolabevike propaganda through trained agente ; 

.) ‘Po foster anti-British feeling, 

a ‘To support secretly the Persian Red Army in Gilan with arms, munitions, 
jnstructors and money, while outwardly professing complete non-inter- 
ference ; 

(@) To pay special attention to the spread of propaganda amongst the armed 

2) To pay rei Berman Government, namely, the, Persian Cossack Division, 

rndarmerie and police 5 ape 

(e) By bribery und intrigue to get the Persian Government to put otlicials into 
power who are favourable to the policy of Rusia ; 


[7580] Ke 
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(f:) When the psychological moment arrives to arrange for the Gilan Red Ay 
to advance'on Kazvin and Tebran, combined with a rising in the capital, 
which should bring about the fall of the monarchy and the furmation of a 
Soviet Republic 
M. SAUNDERS, Licutenant-Colonel, 


British Military Attaché. 
Tehran, May 29, 192 
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(No. 80) Mr, Norman to Earl Curzon—(Received September 5). 
My Lord, Tehran, June 9, 1921. 
WITIT reference to my despatch No. 85 of the 9th June, I have the honour to 
transmit copy of Intelligence Summary No. 5 for the week ending the 4th June, 
whieh has been prepared hy Lieutenant-Colonel Saunders, military attaché to this 
Legation 
Tn connection with the paragraphs respecting Haidar Khan Amughli and th 
Manifesto of the Liberating Committee of Persia, T have the honour torrefer to mp 
despatch No. 82 of the 1st June, in which I described the activities of Haidar Khan 
Amiughli, ‘The manifesto therein referred to forms the appendix to the Summary. 
Thaye, wo, : 
H. NORMAN. 


losure in Ni 


Intelligence Summary No. 5 for week ending June 4, 1921. 


Gilan, 

No, activity hay been shown by either side at the front during the past week, 
the positions occupied by both the Persian forces and their opponents remaining 
the same 

Reports from various sources state that the evacuation of the Azerbaijan and 
Russian troops has been suspended, és 

This is confirmed by M. Rotstein himself, During a conversation with me on 
the rd June, he stated’ that he himself had stopped the evacuation owing to the 
political crisis in ‘Tehran, and that when he considers the situation here to he more 
stable he will telegraph instructions for the evacuation to continue. He hoped that 
he would be able to do this ina few days.- He stated that there were not more than 
1,000 troops (Azerbaijan or Russian) now in Gilan, He seemed very anxions for 
the Kazvin-Enzeli road to be opened, and remarked that material could be quickly 
obtained from Bakw to repair the Menjil Bridge. He also expressed the opinion 
that the way to bring Kuchik Khan to reason was for somebody to havea heart:to- 
heart tall: with him, explaining how his actions were harmful to Persia and the 
Persians, irrespective of the form of Government in bein; 


wtanceh? Azerbaijan deserters gave themselves up at ‘Tubin on the Sth May, and 
ated :-— 7 


Azerbaijan troops consist of one brigade disposed of as folloy 


“Ast Azerbaijan Regiments strength 450, with 18 machi 
or near Tmnam Zadeh Hashim 4 ae cence eas 


“2nd Azerbaijan Regiment : strength 360, wi chi 
Azerbaijan, Regi strength 360, with 12 machine guns, 


“3rd Azerbaijan Regiment ; strength 330, with i 
1 Colt gun. On the Siah Tud> eed 


“Ist Azerbaijan Battery Artillery: 4 field guns, 


“The Persian rebels are at present a so 
: P els a separate command under Qualu 
Qurban. | The Azerbaijanis expect to be relieved by Quali, urban ant eke 


Russian 26th Regiment (very weak) about the 7th Ju i 
( ne. Qualu Qurba 
expected shortly to he given command of the whole front like” St troops, 
including those of Qual Qurban and Asanullah Khan, are under Narimanot, 
woe headquarters are at Baku, where he now is, Russian officers command 
Azerbaijan regiments and battalions, and there are i 
Russian n,cos. and men in each regiment.”* ees 
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1 of strengths given by these’ deserters are thus slightly in excess of 
M. Rotstein’s figure. 

‘The fight reported in last week's summary that occurred between Kuchik 
Khan's mem and the Bolsheviks was against Russian Bolsheviks, Kuchik Khan is 
reported to have captured twenty Bolsheviks and lost four of his own mei, 

‘The cause is said to he some jmtely local dispute. 

An Armenian contractor, who escaped from Enzeli on the 22nd May, and who 
appears to be reliable, states :— 


“Qualu Qurban and Asanullah Khan were told by. Moscow. Government 
to make friends with Kuchik Khan. The proposed Cabinet for Gilan is: 


“President: Kuchik Khan. 
“Members : Mahmud (Kuchik Khan's secretary), Haider Khan 
Amnghli, Quali Qurban, Asanullah Khan, 


* Russian orders for the withdrawal are camouflage. Many Russians will 
remain in Gilan, but more with the intention of trading.than of fighting. 
‘About the 17th May, 1400 men of the 26th and 244th Regiments left Enzelt 
for Baku. More were about to leave, but orders have’ been’ countermanded, 
hout the 10th May Persian rebels planned to go to Mazanderan, but plan fell 
through owing to the Bolsheviks refusing them assistance to\earry it out.” 


Haider Khan Amughli, mentioned above, ig the man who threw the bomb at 
Mahomed Ali Shah in 1905, and was the Persian representative at. the Oriental 
Congress at Baku last year. He has been directing Persian Communist propaganda 
from Tiflis for some time, and his arrival at Resht seems to indicate thab the centre 
of Persia Communist propaganda, has, been transferred from the Caucasus to 
Reshit 

pamphlet printed in Persian entitled " The Manifesto of the Liberating 
Committee of Persia” has recently been distributed in Gilan, A translation is 
attached (append ‘ 2 

Kuchik Khan hopes to get. the people of Astara and Ardebil to espouse his 
cause through the assistance of Sirdar Amjad, He is reported to, have received 
consignment of arms and ammunition this week from Baku, 


worted to be still unsafe for travellers, unless they 
‘are accompanied by a strong escort, owing to the frequent attacks by Shahseyans, 
An alternative but longer route, Mianeh-Maragheh-Tabriz, is reported to be site, 
‘This route is passable for pack animals only, and not for wheeled transport, 


Mazanderan, 

Bander-i-Gaz,—On the 25th May, a Bolshevik commissay named Tsraelenko lett 
Bandor-i-Gaz for Tehran. . 

‘The increase in staff for the Russian Legation (mentioned in Intelligence 
Summiary No, 3), are due to arrive in Tehran to-day, the 4th Juno, 


Transcaucasia. 

‘A letter dated the 3rd May from ‘Liflis, written by the representative of an 
English firm, confirms the moderate attitude taken by the Bolsheviks since their 
cecupation of Georgia, It states that the town is perfectly quiet and trade 
conditions are better than when under the Georgian Government, Trade is 
encouraged by the authorities, normal buying and selling is permitted, banks are 
open and functioning, ‘The new Government has accepted alll Caucasus) paper 
money at par with the Russian Soviet paper money. Only the Nikolai roubles are 
ata premium, The rates of exchange being :— 

Rouble honds. 
‘Turkish gold lira .. 185,000 
English sovereign 170,000 
Cheque on London, i ; 160,000 
German mark paper 580 
Franc paper c f 5,000 
Dollar paper 2. ie 40,000, 
Nikolai paper (500 rouble note)... 45,000 
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Foreigners are well treated. Per 


subjects receive a special friendly treat 
ment and ate encouraged to resume busines 


between Tiflis and Persia, 


Tehran 

‘The city has been perfectly quiet, during the political crisis, a result due mainly 
o General Westhal, the chie? police officer ( Swede), to whom the Shah gave special 
instructions for the occasion, ‘The appointment of Gowami-us-Sultaneh as Prime 
Minister seems to bea popular one, and thevexcitement caused by the sudden fall 
and flight of Sayid Zin has died down. . By i 

‘Me political prisoners arrested and imprisoned during Sayid Zin’s term of 
office have been released. 

‘A reliable informer states that a secret Soviet of Bolsheviks has been formed 
in the city, whose object is to assist the cause of Bolshevism by organised propaganda 
‘and by creating unrest between the classes. Special attention is to be paid to 
causing friction between the gendarmerie and the Persian Cossack Division, between 
ivhom there have always been considerable jealousies, tre 

he War Minister, Reza Khan, is reported to be in frequent communication 
with the Russian Legation through a Russian airman, named Franz. Franz was 
flying for the Bolsheviks in September 1920 at Resht and was taken prisoner by the 
Persian Cossacks under Colonel Staroseski, Ho was brought to Tehran and 
released, 

‘Phe Turkish consul, Ragib Bey; Jeft Tehran for Tabriz on the 25th May, with 
the Persian consul appointed to Constantinople, Ragib Bey has been told to, see 
Mustapha Kemal and tell him that Nuzhat Bey, the present Turkish Chargé 
@Affaires in ‘Tehran, is ready to assist Mustapha Kemal in any way the latter may 
order, THe has heard that the new Chaegé d’ faire, Tram Bey, ison his way hore 
viii Bagdad to replace Nuzhat Bey, Nuzhat Bey now wishes to remain at Tehran 
ts Kemalist representative in opposition to Tkram Bey, who will be the representative 
of the Constantinople Government, 

The ‘Committee of the-Azerbaijan Milyon ” has its Central Committee at 
Baku, and small committees at Tehran, Tabriz, Khoi and Malu. 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutonant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché. 
Tehran, June 8, 1921. 


Appendix. 


The Manifesto of the Liberating Committee of Persia, dated Ist Saur= April 21st. 


(Translation) 

ATTER a thousand years of struygle and sucrifices, and after the appearance 
of many patriots such as Mirza Reza Kermani, who put an end to the dark period 
of Nasser-ed-Din Shah, and others who killed and were killed for their country, and 
after the long persistence of the nationalists of Azerbaijan and Gilan, the patriots 
‘at last captured Tehran and dethroned the treacherous Mohammed Ali. ‘Then 
certain people who were disguised, in patriot’s clothing, by the order of England 
put Ahmad Shah, on the throne, Later on, Sayed Zia-ed-Dins and Vossuk-ed- 

Jowlehs were bred, who sold the country for the love which they had for the English 
and did anything’ the latter wished. But as a reaction to this treachery, an 
upheaval broke out in Gilan and the Red Flag was raised there, and thus gave some 
hope for the future of Persia, “Meanwhile, Heinge and outbreaks have happened in 
Tudia, Arabistan, Afghanistan and in the British colonies, which made the British 
wake up, $0 they devised a new policy for Persia and put on Sayed Zia-ed-Din a 
Sovialistic attire and set him against the Persian nation, who were going to liberate 
themselves, 

‘Why was Sayed Zia-ed-Din elected for this post He was elected because the 
English’ politicians saw that before very long the Soviet Government will be 
atablishad’ in Persia, and very soon the English agents will become invalid. and 
discredited, and the untouched mines of Persia, to which the English have always 
been looking with greed and avarice, will fall into the hands of the workers. In a 
very short, time the English Minister and the treacherous men of Persia will have 
to leave Tehran and run away with terror before the fire and shot of the cannons 


a 


of the revolutionists. Soon the Red revolution will spread over Persia, which will 
‘Snnul and neutralise the endeavours and 200 years of treacherous negotiation by 
England to swallow Persia, 

Sayed Zia-ed-Din, who is one of the special agents of deceitful England, is 
commissioned to extinguish this fire and to try to deceive the revolutionists by 
promising voluntarily to the workers, in Me decstfl proclamation, some of the 
things which the revolutionaries claim for the workers and labouring class, 

int the Persian reyolutionists with loudest cries address the Sayed Zia-ed-Din 
and the English, and say: “Go and die, © you deceivers of humanity, who have 
spread your nets to entangle and suppress the thoughts of the patriots, ‘The Persian 
nation will never again be deceived, and we know definitely that Persia cannot be 
prosperous under the reign of the Shah.”” 

whe Shah and the English, after the outbreak of the revolution in Gilan, for 
benumbing the new sentiments, changed the detested Cabinet of Vossuk-ed Dowleh 
to the popular Cabinet of Moshir-ed-Dowleh, in whose time the revolution of 
‘Azerbaijan, was suppressed and Shaikh Mohammed Khiabany and some others lost 
their lives for the liberty of the country. They used every artifice which they knew 
to set the Cossacks at variance with their brothers, the patriots of Gilan, and depress 
them, but they could not arrive at any definite result, and were unable to suppress 
what they called the insurrection; for this is the great revolution of Persia, 

Experienced and self-sacrificing young men are engaged in this revolution, 
Anyhow, the English lost hope during. this Cabinet, and ctanged it t the moderate 
Cabinet of Sipahdar. ‘They again failed to reach their aims and accomplish their 
ideas during the time of Sipaldar, They then devised another plan and brought 
Sayed Zin-ed-Din on the soene, who tried to deceive the nation by the approbation 
‘of some of the Socialistic terms, Sayed Zia-ed-Din, in his deceiving proclamation 
and truthless telegram, has confirmed and confessed to some of the reasons which 
‘ire the source of the outbreak at Resht and at, other plices, and which haye given 
cause for public discontent. But our object, is to seo whether these reforms and 
modifications can be carried out under the reign of Shah by the treacherous hands 
Of the unconscientious men who have always been the right-hand of aliens and the 
English and have been their puppe 

This is the same Shah who, in spite of the discontented cries of his nation, 
confirmed the treaty (which now Sayed Zin-ed-Din abolishes) in the presence of 
Lord Cnrzons and Clemenceaus in official circles, and presented it as a strong 


document for the liberty and Ea: Persia. 


‘This is the same Sayed Zin-ed-Din who spoke well of this gloomy treaty and 
defen it in his erapped. paper, the "Randy and in the niath number of the 
Paper called * Voice of Persia.’ which is published in Buku, calls i the trenty for 
the liberation and new life of Persia, and to-day, in order to deceive the nation, 
Announces its abrogation, and considers it the souree of all our miseries and losses. 
Sayed Zin-ed-Din, the editor of the scrapped paper, the “ Raad,”” the organ of the 
Nosratt-ed-Dowlehs, Sarem-ed-Dowlehs and Vossuk-ed-Dowlehs, who the other 
day confirmed thei oppressive and despotic actions, now calls them the parasites and 
deceivers of the natio ed Zia-ed-Din, who the other day considered the 
annulment of right of jurisdiction of the consuls one of the faults and sins of the 
Cabinet of Samsam-es-Saltaneh, now displays it as one of his best services, _ ‘This 
Sayed Zia-ed-Din, the agent of the British Legation, got tired of the delay in the 
execution of the treaty and was planning to make Sarem-ed-Dowleh the Premier 
So as to put the treaty into action immediately; but Vossuk-ed-Dowleh was a little 
more clever than he, and sont him to Baku, where he did many shameful things 
which we now refrain from speaking about. 

_ ‘The Persian nation cannot be deceived any longer, O, you traitors! History 
isa witness of your treacheries and oppressions. | What do you think will be the 
result of your illegal actions? Nothing but the rage and revenige of the public, Be 
ashamed! Your burden will get heavier and heavier all the time.’ ‘To the Shah 
and the English we say: “0, you treacherous Shah and you deceitful England, the 
time for your downfall and disruption is near at hand; sind you, Sayed Zia-ed-Din, 
who with your proclamation tried to deceive the nation, you are deceiving yourself, 
You, who call others blind and dumb, are yourself blind and dumb,’ 

‘Then to the workers we say: “ You, who make everything, do not he deceived 
by these false promises. They are made only in fear of the revolutionaries. We 
will not be deceived, but will strive to destroy this shameful régime and its head the 
‘Shah and those who are ‘ Shah Parasts.’”” 





As long as the Britishers intervene in Persian affairs we will not come to any 

agreement with the Government, because we know that the Cabinets are formed 

i structions received from London. Whatever the treacherous 

regulated in the Cabinets of London, Moreover, the 

hah has become old and worn out, It does not comply with 

the needs and wishes of the public. We invite the public to accept and work for a 
Sooialistic Government, 

We and the whole world are familiar with the policy of the English, See what 
they did with their Allies. ‘The latter suffered the most, but now the English get 
and gain the most. Don’t be deceived by the devices. We have many times 
described to you our intention and policy, which is to liberate the country from the 
hands of the English, who try to eat Persia. Why do you say that the English 
troops leave Persia? Are not you ashamed of the fact that the British officers are 
allowed to live at. your expense and use you to shed the blood of your brothers? 

Lord Curzon says that if his troops be recalled from Persia, the Cossacks under 
his officers will remain, He says it is far better to recall his troops and have a 
complete force of Cossacks under his command. Moreover, the finances are 
administrated by British advisers and other Ministries and Administrations are 
directed by advisers who are brought from the allies of the British. In this way 
Lord Curzon, says the British can reach their aims better and says why should 
British troops remain uselessly in Persia, e! F: 

England has befooled Persia for more than 100 years in the execntion of her 
interests, Tf they reach their aims and gain their end, then you will be treated like 
the Indians, We give you our counsel, and you can choose either way. But don't 
sree tea we are brothers, and we are more attached to you than to the treacherous. 
English, 

We, with our loudest voices, which will make the 
Cabinet of his new servant Sayed Zin-ed-Din tremble, 
ment for no one but the workers, and will not put our 
is attained, 


treacherous Shah and the 
say that we want the Govern- 
arms down until some result 


Long live the great revolution and the reyolutionists of the world! 


Tong live 
equality and the League of the Workers of the East! & 
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Mr. Norman to Bart Curzon.—(Received September 5.) 
(No. 87. Confidential.) 


My Lond, . Tehran, June 9, 1921. 
AFTER compassing the fall of Seyyid Zin-ud-Din, the Shah mado friendly advances 
fo me with a view to obtain my: advice rgarding the selection of a new Prime Minister, 
begging me to believe that, though he had refused to uecept my recommendation to 
nnintain the Seyyid in office, ho was as anxious as ever for the help and support of His 
Majesty's Government, and would only appoint a statesman of my choosing. 
ay | Peplied that: L could recommend no individual, but was ready, as always, to work 
with nny Government which would work with me for the salvation of: Persia by the 


introduction of reforms, 1 therefore advised that the now Cabinet should be composed 


of honest men fhee from political bias of the: type of the late Ministers, and suggested 
that it would even be well to include as many” as possible of the latter in the coming 
combination, 

1 pointed out, however, that it was heyond my 
assistance for the new Government, whatever 1 
tliat they contd only secure this by 


md my power to obtain pecuniary. 
wit political tendencies might ke, and 


tnt th ° convineing finwncial circles in Loudon of theit good 
intentions, as the late Cabinet had been able to do, If they wished to accomplish this 


abject, they should avoid even the appearance of resotion, make it clear that they were 
determined to earry on the work of reform inaugurated by. their predecessors in’so far 
as it wus economically. sound, and abstain from measures of -veneance againat officials 
iho aa been guilty only of enrzving ovt the instructions of the Into Government. I 
Pointed out, that. if such reprisals were indulyed in, the end must he that no Cabinet 
Would be able to exact obedience to its orders, because the fear of proscription by ite 


successor would always be present in the minds of its servants. ‘The Shah expressed 
complete concurrence in my view. 
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‘The Shab rst asked Mushir-ed-Dowleh to form a Goverament, but that statestn 
dete ta Ese Majesty then mmmonod Kavam-es-Sultanch from the priton in 
which the Seyyid had confined him, and easily yrevailed on him to uae ce it, | a 

Though the new Peime Minister, besides sing energstic and capable, js animated 
by the friendliest feelings towards Great Britain foresee no goon Bs aa is 
Raumption of power, Deeause he is. totally unfitted by training. and associa 
preside over @ reforming Government or even a relatively honest one. Set 

Ssodar Sah, ho is stl in a postion to dicate bis tems, vomsing Minister of 
War and Commander-in-chief of the Army. Even before the new, Gerenment ne 
been formed he arrested some of his former associates, but. I was able foo sea 
les Dy invoking the gone given tome ly the Shab, ax above rend 0 

e mes il violation. : ‘ 
oer abe aumtude towards. the Brith offcom ooiving, with the Comack 
Divison ecomes dily more unsaisictory. Not only does he appear determined 
to refs thei the exeouive authority wishout which they profess themselves unxble 
i do sail work, but, he alg shor sig of posing the siiatar gf heh ontas, 
the terms of which he formally approver! in my presence by the kite Government when 


. ‘ eto 
e oth bers of the Cabinet, only one, Amid-es-Sultineh (Minister of 
is aaah friendly. to is, and too, many of the others are demagogues 
iti to be supposed, have been included in the hope that their professed, Liberalism 
veil popitits the Russion Minister, ‘Tho only: man_with the reputntion for honesty 
hot Kavam-es-Sultauch has included in bis Cabinet is Musaddi es Sultane I 
Governor-General of Fass, to whom he has offered the portflio of Finnnee, but who has 
not, s0 far, decided whether he will secept it, ‘The Prime Minister hiroself is unluckily, 
ae raat Aitisr ean indicted the conditions ho fldlment of which would 
enable him adequately. to perform his duties here and to appeal with suevew to 
financiers in London for the funds necessary to carry on the adinivistration pending its 
reontanisation; but Kavam-ee-Sultanch professes inability. to grant his deman on 
ccount of the opposition which British contzol of the fingnces would arouse) in the 
Be i rime Mi led from the public Depart- 
‘All the thieves whom the late Prime Minister expel publi 
anes (quickly belng reinstated, aud His Highness, without consulting Mr. Armitage 
Smith, hs appointed to the post of Under-Secretary of State at the Ministry of Hinine 
his own brother, Mutamid-es-Sultaneh, whose depredations were Batoriot when 
ceonpied it in the Government of Vossugli-ed-lowleh, with Sorem-ed-Dowleh as 
his chief. Ps — 
a ave issued a proclamation containing an extensive progeat 
a arora brine Miveter hen adiittod that fwof there are really intended 
far that, the administration of the country. is 
il ‘and corruption from which Seyyid 
rapidly. al 
aoe : enti d, eithor in 
e cil it seems inpossible conscientiously to recommend, 
the inte ar et Great Britain or of Pers, hers, that, any financial help should be 
given to the Government, who, in default ot ity cannot longer tamain in power excep 
ii it ving able to obtain it elem it ‘ 
ao ea erry of tia opetch to te Goverment of Indie and to His 
Majesty's High Commissiover in Mesopotamia, eae 


H. NORMAN, 
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Mr. Norman to Earl Cherzon.—(Received September 5.) 
(No. 91.) 


My Lord, eit cere as we 
7 wit th June, Thave the honour to 
tel No. 333 of the 11tI » Tha h 
ees Bae Lordship herewith a translation, of the Prodanation publhel by 
Kawam-ueSultanch on his assumption of the offic of Prime Minister, 
H, NORMAN. 


i) 
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Enclosure in No, 66. 


The Proclamation of the Premi 
Compatriotst Tran, Jie 7, 1921. 

AT a time when onr dear country is confronted with invumerable obstacles and 
impediments, the neeessity of standing upright before difficulties on the one hand and 
the need for creating reforms on the other have invited me and my collaborators to 
take the reins of affairs in our hands, and we, in obedience to the commands and orders 
of His Imperial Majesty, accept this responsibility. 

Ibis evident that in accepting such a dangerous responsibility my confidence and 
elianes have been in the Royal good wishes and in the clean and unflinchingg conscience 
ofthe righteous members of the country and the well-wishers of the nation, who study 
the situation and do not refuse to follow the views of the Government in’ matters of 
social reform and to give the necessary help for the development and betterment of the 
commercial situation, 

The strange incidents of the world and the historical events of the past, and 
especiilly of the present age, have proved that the prosperity of any nation is i 
proportion to the sentiments of pat andl self-sierifice of Ler citizens; and 
country the stronger these sentiments, aud their efect the more apparent, the better 
will be the management of affairs, and the greater the welfare and the prosperity of the 
public and the more honouible and stable will be the independence and the integrity 
of that country, 

Fellow countrymen ! 

Perma, your country, whose historical honune aud odit i is unnecessy to 
xpress, Ins Tost its glorions position by different successive events, and it is because of 
fast Negligence that Persia, our eountiy, is now confronted with obstacles and. dangers. 
But as the experiences of the past shonld always be « lesson for us, T hope that under 
the auspices ond sacred intentions of His Imperial Majesty. and the sterifices of my 
honourable compatriots, T may be able to correct the errors of the past and thus attain 
tho exalted pontion of * Irneat” und safeguard the intexrity and the independence of 
the country, ‘The prosperity and success which we have always expected from the 
principles of the constitution will be most completely attained, and especially at. this 
ime when triendly relations and good terms exist between Persia and the great 
neighbouring and non-neighbouring countries, itis hoped that tle Persian Government, 
with the consideration of its iiouteality will, with full confidence, take measures for the 
internal reform of the country and be rewarded by sicosss, 

‘The most important questions which the present Cabinet has 
opening of the Medjliss, where the good intentions of the Government. will bs 
strengthened by the co-operation and assent of the rupredentatives of the nation, und 
mecessary laws ind codes for bringing abont good administration will be drawn up, 

Because the Government attempts to secure ani safeguard the independence and 
the integrity of the country, and this can only be perfornied by having « well-organised 
army, 40 the extension and completion of the army will stand first along the different 
measures which the Government is yoing to take fon the prosperity of the country and 
beoiuse tho present Cabinet intends’ to ameliorate the condition of the farmers and the 
workers, and the main cause of the poverty aid distress of this class of people, which 
form the majority of the nation, is ftom the careless views about the agricultural aflairs 
and not observing the necessity of facilitating transportations and means of travelling, 
Douilding roads, making’ use of the mings and sonrces of wealth, and thus preparing work 
for the unemployed, s0 the Government has in mind -— 


mind is the 


ry measures for the extension and reform of the agricultural 
onditions, by the technical experts and specialists, who will be einployed and better the 
Jiving condition of the workers and peasants and ianage the dealings of the owners 
with the workers, 

2, Because the Russian Bank is given over to the Persian Government id for 
working on the said bank capital and funds are nedded, so the Government has in mid 
to prepare the said capital froin the internal sources und open the branches of the said 
hank in ull the cities of Persia, 

3. Making use of the sourves of wealth such as mines, &e., by gencral associations 
in a way that the interests of the workers would be recognised and work be prepared 
for the iinemployed. 

4. Preparing credits and sourees for internal loan and thus making suflicient capital 
for necessiry natural organisations, 
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5, Because the financial reforms are necessary for making reforms in thi army and 
other ministries, the Government has in mind to eliminate the unnecessary expanies 
from the budget and try to increase the incomes and resources and keep balance o} 
accounts and, ifthere be any deficit, to fill it from interval in sourees and loans, 

6, Among the important measures of the Govemment i the extension of education, 
and besides the great expenses which the Government makes for this cause the moh 
poople are expected to help this matter, which is the only way. by which! the country 
Inay be prosperous and saved and do not refuse their finanefal helps. hae 

7. Because among the important measures of the Government is shee eae 
‘Adlich sind the annulment of the Capitulations, so necessary measures will a en to, 
prevail and bring about good management avd administration in that, Ministy (Justice. 

8, Sanitary and health insttitions will be established in the cities aud provinees 
in such a manner as would benefit the peasants and the farmers, who were, up to the 
present, destitute of such institutions the most. 


‘These are the fundamental views of the present Government, and will be executed. 


under the auspices of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, and with the help of my 


ots. i f ae 
cor Mong the execution of the above-mentioned view I, against iny expectations, 
happen to see intriguings against my efforts, will be obliged to punish the doers. 


GHAVAM-ES-SALTANEH, Premier. 





[E 9979/2004/34) No. 67. 

Mr. Norman to Harl Curzon, —(Received September 5.) 
Miron Tehran, June 17, 1921, 
Moth 6 instant, [have the honour 

F ri y despatch No, 86 of the 9th June instant, [ have the 
ee art One peIneInase Sanat; No, 6 for the weskeuding the 11th duno, 
prepared by Lentonant-Colonel Saunders military attaché to this Legation, 
H, NORMAN. 


= 
Bnelosure in No, 67. 


Intelligence Summary No. 6 for Week ending June 11, 1921, 
Gilan. SEL as 
ve has been made in the dispositions of either side during the 
‘The Ne will at Reaht ‘and Enzeli, and there are no signé yet of uny order 


having been ge ear ims returned fom a visit to Redht end Knvei, gives the 


strength of the forces there as follows :— 
(a) Soviet Troops— 
Seas troops headquarters and hospital, A 
Local defence battalion (Knzeli Karaoulni Battalion), 


(Russians, Georgians and Armenians). 


Ho 2-inch ue alsin. the hasbour, named Roza Luxembourg," * Age 


Selim” and “‘ Sovietski Averbaijun, 


strength 400 


Rosh. and and drd Regiments of 1st Azerbaijon Bajgade, Bach regiment: 


of average strength 400, all Mussulmans, Hach regiment hs eight 


machine guns. : ee 
i i 400, all Russians, ‘Twelve machine guns, 
Sarath 400, all Christians (38 per cents Armenians). 
it 18. _ 
Koa Cava Regiment all Armenians Stiongth 100. Bightoen 


Lewis guns. ee 
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(b) Persian Red Army — 
‘Echeloned from Resht to front line on the Siah Rud, 
Commander-in-chief, Qualu Qurban. Headquarters at Resht. 
Strength, 2,400 (infantry and cavalry), This includes a detachment of 
800 men under Asanullah, 
Guns: Three 4"3-inch howitzers and three 3-inch field guns. 

One hundred Persian Bolsheviks are in Lahijan, where they are endeavouring to 
recruit for the Red army. 

On the Ist June armed Bolsheviks in two ships attempted to land at Rud-i-Sar. 
‘They were driven off by a Persian Cossack force of 200 strong, losing fifteen killed, 
several wounded and four prisoners, The Persian Cossacks lost two killed and. six 
wounded, ‘The Bolsheviks are believed to have been a foraging party. ‘They had 
machine guns, but no guns with them, 

Propaginda against the employment of 
has increased during the past week, 

Reference my Intelligences Summury No, 4, dated the 29th May, the orders issued 
by the War Minister, Reza Khan, to the Persian officers of the Cossack Division have 
eHectually prevented British officers having. any’ sort of authority over the Cossacks, 
‘The result, has been that during the last fortuizht the troops at Jubin. aud Menjil have 
done no parades, the Persian officers making no attempt to get their men to do work 
of any sort. It is obvious that British officers cannot stay under these conditions. 
Neither they themselves nor the men have received any pay for six weeks. Lieutenant 
Colonel Smyth and Lientenant-Colonel Huddleston have been asked to come to Tehran 
immediately to di i Majesty’s Minister, with a view 


‘itish instructors with the Persian forces 


wuss the question with His Brita i 
to the immediate withdravul of all British officers should the Persian Government not 
‘agree to treat them ii a proper manner. 

‘There haye byen signs diving the past week of attempts being made by the various 

‘overnment elemeiits in, the north-west uf Persia to co-operate, namely, the Persian 
Red army under Kuchik Kban, the Shah Sevans, Simky and Sitday-i-Mansour (the 
present Governor of Zinjan and a protégé of Sayid Zin-ed-din), So far only inter- 
change of letters hns taken place, 

n the 4th May a big political meeting took place at Resht, which was attended 
by the Persian and Russian Bolshevik leaders and by a Russian named Oosatchef, who 
16 desoribed as heing the chief Russian political offiger in Gilan, In hix speech he said 
that though the Bnglish hud left Persia they had kept control over the Cossacks, a 
have British officers as instructors with the Persian Cossacks 

‘Phint Moscow had therefore been recommended not to evacuate Gilan, and a 
Government: (Kuchik Khan's) had now been created in Gilan which they would continue 
to support. ‘Their intention was to so assist this Goverament that it would finally turn 

the Shah aid make Persia a republic, thus opening up the road to Bagdad and 


‘Phat up-to-date Russian policy: in Gin had been a mistake, aud that they had 
asked Kuchik Khan to forgive them, and now hud formed an alliance with him. 
Op dioinath Moya Ruston pail moshing too: pla a¢ shi, Oowntahet again 


being presen 
the Azerbaijani 
remain in Enzeli, 


He stated that should an order now come for Russians to evacuate that 
will remain, and that the Bussian staff and Russian garrison vill 


Kasvin. 


A local Bolshevik committee has been formed in the town called the “international 
committee.” Its poe is to further Bolshevik interests, to act as a report centre for 
agents from the Bolsheviks and Kuchik Khan and to organise propaganda. A similar 
committee exists in ehran, both are doubtless under the auspices of Botstein, 


—The British consul received x letter from Sayid Taha, dated the 18th May, 
saying that a delegation from Sulaimanich passed through his village en route wo Van 
toseo Mustapha Kemal Pasha, ‘The object of the delegation was'to get a foree from 
the latter to stit up trouble against the British in the Sulaimanieh district. ‘The letter 
states that Mustapha Kemal gave the delegation fifty Turkish troops, one gun and a 
inachine-gun, and that the delegation was on it way to Rowunduz. 

‘This information is apparently substantially comect, for General Headquarters, 


edad, reports that on the 27th May a Kemalist officer with thirty-seven mon amived 
t Rowunduz. and is collecting disaffected Kurdish tribal leaders, 
‘A messenger from Sirdar Mohi, at Resbt, arrived Tabriz. about, the 6th June with 
ters to Simko and Amir Arshad, inviting them to join the revolution against. the 
Persian Government. ; 
Mr. Dodge, a representative of a London firm dealing in, machinery, has arrived at 
Fabriz from Tehran. M. Rotstein has granted him a permit to visit Baku and other 
ns in the Caucasus, 5 
Urmia.—The Governor-General ab Tabriz, being anxious to crush Simko and 
Jieve Urmin, arranged an expedition against Simko from the south, the foree to 
onsist off gendarmerie and 300 sowars from the Kurdish tribes of Dehbukri and 
fangur. ‘These tribes, however, commenced fighting amongst themselves, s0 the 
xpedition has had to be postponed. 4 
‘Mal.—Friction exists between the Khan of Maku and the Bolsheviks, and the 
Khan has now refused to allow the export of grain. A report from Maku, dated tho 
bili June, states that an important eonference is going on at Sarikamish between 
Turks and the Bolsheviks, 


Pranacautensia. 

‘A casual from Tiflis, who arrived by train at Tabriz on the 7th Jung, states that 
he country is now absolutely quict between ‘Tiflis und the Persian frontior. The 
sishoviks are completely masters of the situation and are encouraging foreign trade, 
fe states that the American Relief Mission has brought 100 trucks of food and clothing 
» Erivan for the Armenians, 


Pehvan. 

A great dislike of the Shab, which already existed in certain quarters, has lately 
been fostered, and there is a general feeling aniongst Persians that in the near future a 
how form of government will come’ into existonce, which will either be a republic or a 
oviet régime. . : A 

Thotstein has eon extremely. active in his propaganda campaign, during the past 
cok. On the Stet May the Russian Consul Levin, accompanied by a sailor, loft 
‘ehran for Moscow with despatches. y yh 

On the 8th June the following twelve members of the Russian Legation arrived 
Pehran ;— 


One doctor, wife and child; three nursing sisters; three suilors; one treasurer 5 
Wife of the first secretary, Nikonovitch; wife of the personal secretary, to 
Rotstein, Pirkov. 


fazandera ‘ 
Bander-i-Gas—On the 9th June a farther fifty-seven members for the Russian 
sation landed at Bander-i-Gaz and are en route to Tehran, ‘These are reported to 
nelude a number of consuls and their staffs for various towns in Persia, : 
‘tarabad.—Reference p. 5 of my Intelligence Summary No. 4, the Persian 
scrament objected to the despatch of Linnozof and Hildebrandt to Astarabad, #0 
heir mission has been cancelled, , 
Rotatein now vcishes to appoint Hildebrandt as Russian consul at Ispahan, 


(Copies to Director of Military Intelligence, War Office, London 5 General Hesd- 
uarters, Bagdad; O.G.S., Simla; Military Attaché, Mesled.) 
M. SAUNDERS, Licutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attac 
Tehran, June 12, 1921. 





E 9984/7541/24) No, 68. 
Mr. Scott to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 9.) 


ty Lond, Ramieh, August 20, 1921, 
” WITH reference to telegraphic correspondeuee on the: subject, I have the honour 
report that Prince Mohamed Hassan, younger brother of the Shah of Persia and 
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heit presumptive to the throne, arrived at Alexandria on the 10th instant and was 

scone, wih ti uits and the aig of te pty, in a house stated ina private 

Patt of tha gard: belongig tothe Munieipality 
i a 


Alexandria. Deere 
Beating in mind the eonisiderations which appeared at first to make it undesirable 
that the Sultan should show the Valiahd any special courtesies, I caused His Highness 
to be informed of the views of His Majesty's Government in this respeet. ‘The fact 
that the Prince was travelling incognito rendered it possible for the palace to conform: 
to onr wishes without offending the proprieties, ‘The Prince was greeted on his 
arrival and departure by the Sultan's Chamberlain, aud luncheon party was given in 
his honour at Ras-el-Tin Palace, but neither the foreign representatives nor I were 
invited. 

I knew the Prince slightly when in Persia, and called to pay my respects before 
the close of his visit, He recalled the time when he was Governor-General of 
Azerbaijan, and spoke quite frankly of the neutral attitude he maintained there during 
the war. Indeed, no other choice appeared open to him, since the province was 
being successfully overrun by the Turkish and Russian armies, On. his return to 
‘Tehran, at the close of the war, he informed me that he had been able to obtain a 

insit international aftai iuced that Persia's best interests. 


m, and appeared to. me frank 
and sirioere in character aud altogether lacking in the qualities usually associated with 
disposition to inte He spoke with simple anid unaffected gratitude of the 
kindness he had reevived from the Viceroy and the Government of Indis, who, he said, 
Tad taken great) pains to facilitate his tour in the dependency, and lie spoke in warm 

{Sir Perey Cox, for whow he has « great admiration, ‘ 

‘The Prince asked ‘after the health of Hix Majesty the King and His Royal 

nies the Prince of Wales, and he expressed a desire to. go to England. As your 
Tondahip.is aware, he proposes to go to France after seeing his father at Constantinople. 
‘this is his first trip to Europe, and L venture to think that it would be of advantage if 
1 shirt visit to England coulel be arranged for him before he returns to Persia, 

‘The Prince presented the Sultin with the Order termed *Temsal Hamayon Ba- 
HamilisMai.” and reecived in return the Grand. Cordon of the Order of Mohained Aly. 
‘The Grand Cordon of the Onder of the Nile was conferred upou His Imperial Highness 
Prince Hussein Aly, Yamin-ed-Dowleh, and upon Hassan Aly Khan, Nasr-ul-Mulk, 
ex-Minister and chief of thy Court, and lesser orders were couferred’ upon tho other 
meinbers of the snite, 2 i E 

should like to express my sense of the tact and loyalty displayed by the Persian 
diplomatic agent, Fatillal: Khan Moshir-i-Huzcur, in tonnection with the visit, He 
showed row the firsy an evident desire to meet our wishes, and at the time when it 
‘appeared desirable that the Pringe sliould abandon his intended visit to Constantinople, 
ontsived to convey, the disapprintnent to bin without disclosing the e 
When T finally took leave of His Imperial Higlness on board his ship, he said the 
Sultans had been most kind to bim, and he looked forward with pleasure to his further 
travels 

Thaye, &. 
ERNEST SCOTT, 
Acting High Commissioner, 





[B 10026/26/34) 
Mrs Norman to the 
‘olegraphie. 
AMY teliata No, 489 of stat August; 
Persian Government begs me to su 


No. 69. 


irquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received September 5.) 


Tehran, September 3, 1921, 


tthe following revised offer :— 


1. Persian Government will be prepared to take aver South Persia Rifles at their 
present strength without: British and. Tndian officers ad official, and. to pay expenses’ 
of forve out of their own revenues, 

2, His Majesty's Government agree in principle to hand over South Persia Rifés 


without any conditions, Surrender of force will be completed within three wonths 
from this date, 
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3, Arms and stores of mumber-of mens uow under arms will be sold by His Majesty's 
Government to Persian Government and handed over to officinls appointed by latter, 
Remainder will be taken out uf the conutry, His Majesty's Government will: make 
concessions t0 Persian Government with regard to price of urins, &e., bought, and to 
payment for them by instalments. 


As regards (1), proposal to pay fo 


wiintenanes out off their own revenuds is of 
absurd, and is Inclnded to pro 


the demagogues who affect to believe 
ips also Persian Government, who have 
us from Imperial Bank of Persia without 
ean now obtain: money simply by asking 


(3) shows that Minister of War is 60 anxious to obtain thy arms that he ix even 
willing to. promise payment for them, nnd also (by its second seutence) tht, Pers 
Goverment suspect un intention to sell superfluous armis to Bakhitinris, &c, 

‘There is ani increasing tendency, encournged by anti-British party and svoretly by 

vument, themsélves, to represent that we aré innking: impossible conditions for 
surrender of foree in order to ensure Persian Goverament’s dissolution and thus to 
produce disorder in the south, with a view to estublishment of our own predominance 
there through Bakhtiaris and other powerful local elements, 

In order to refute this charge it may be thought judicious to accept this presont 
offer wiih: would. ape" reasonable to a body unneyuainted with previous history of 
the qnestion, and, subject to judgment. of Inspector-Cenemn], who is more competent 
than I to form an opinion, iv would, I ¢ be safe to do this, even if we do not really 
Wish force to survive in peculiar present, conditions, because, by the tine decision. hits 
been taken, disbandment of second third will have: proceeded toy far to be stopped, 
while discipline aud moral of remaining third will have’ been so much undermined by 
recent events that it will ba impossible to make anything of it, 

Betore dee it Inspector-General’s opinion, 

% for South Persia Rifles, No. 81, and Bugdad, 





[E 1014/76/34) No. 70, 


Mr. Norman to dhe Marquess Ciirson of Kedleston.—(Iocetved September 5) 


(No, 49%, 
{Telographic.) 
MY telegram No, 472 of 25th August, 
Financial Adviser has telegraphed, through the representative of the Anglo-Pe: 
Company, to Sir, C: Greenway a summary of the reasous for whicl he finds. his 
position here intolerable aud-has decided to withdraw ut once, 
Without confirming in every detail the accuracy of his account of alfaits, L consider 
hie decision wise, and our friends) here appear to agece with me, in apite of the 
Spportunity of celebrating « triumph over ux which will inovitubly. be alforded to 
owleh and his party, 

Financial Adviser's present intention is ‘to remain in India, in hopes that. a 
favourable change in the situation here within the next fow months muy enable hin te 
return and get to work, 

T doubt whether such an opportunity will ever occur here, but in amy ease his 
continued presence here, in the actual citeumstances, is eorainly useleass, ant perhaps 
even harmful, from the point of view of British interests and of his own ‘influches utd 
restige and of his chances of future niplayment, if be has any, which I doubi, 

» has also telegraphed conditions under which alone he considers ie oun do vivefut 
work here, He presented these to the Shah ut a recent audicnoe, 

Tf question interests you, Sir C. Greenway vill call and rive you further detatls, 


Velran, September 3, 1921, 
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[E 10088/76/34) No. 71. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Seplembe! 
No, 494.) 
‘elogenphic.) Tehran, September 4, 1921. 

MY telegram No, 492 of Srd September, 

Had Prime Minister not cancelled contract, Medjliss would have done so after « 
declaration disgreeable tous, Only way of retaining Financial Adviser in Persia 
Would therefore have been to shut Medjliss, and it would have been most unwise to do. 
this for that purpose, because cry wold at once have been raised that Great Britain 
‘was imposing officials on Persia against the will of the people and their representatives. 
Respectable element among the Deputies would also have been alienated. 

‘Rinancial Adviser feols, moreover, that he could uot work without the support. of 
Medjliss, relying merely: on that of x Cabinet, however friendly, especially in-view of the 
present anti-British agitation, the extravagant demands of Minister of War, in the 
present cin esistible, and the menacing attitude of the Russian Minister 
Which ninke the introduction of finaucial reforms impossible. 

Tagree and would emphasise the fact that the personality of the Financial Adviser. 
who is still widely respected, has nothing to do with his failure. 


(Ropastadta Train) 





(E 10093/2/34) No. 72, 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Keileston.—(Received September 6.) 


(No. 188, Very Confidential.) 
My Lord, chran, July 18, 1921, 

1 HAVE already had occasion to refer to the campaign carried on by the 
Russian Soviet Minister among the notables imprisoned or exiled by Seyyid Zin-ed-Din, 
With view to excite their hostility against Great Britain. 

one of these, immedkitoly after his release from prison or return to 
‘Pebran, re t fiom M, Rothstein, who represented to him that the movement 
carried out by the Seyyid was organised in this Legation, which was responsible for the 
ay exile of all these prominent people, and which, had it chosen, could at any 
moment have intervened with suocess on their 

‘The oily ex-prisoners of importance on whom M. Rothstein omitted to call were 

nce Harman Parma and his two: inces Nosrat-ed-Dowleh and Salar-i-Lashkar, 
Whoin Lie reyaids as useless for his purpose, and with whom, in spite of their effores to. 
ingratiate themselves with him, he refuses to have any relations, 

Tumediately after his release Prince Firuz Mirza, Nosrat-ed-Dowleb, sent m 
through his youngest brother, Prinee Mubammad Hussein Mirza, a cordial, not to say 
san obseqnious, message, He said that he fully realiged the benefit which he, his father, 
‘ind his next brother, luud derived ftom the efforts which Thad made on their bebalt 
while they were in prison, and that he was deoply grateful to. me for these. His 
feelings of devotion towards Great Britain were quite unchanged, and he remained 
eonviniced that a policy of co-operatinn with her offered Persia's sole chance of 
salvation, He usked whether T was still willing to work with him on the lines which 
we had heen following before the events of the 20th-2ist February, and whether T 
‘would regard with satisfaction his entrance into the Cabinet. 

Treplied that Twas not one lightly to abandon my frientships and convictions, 
and was therfore willing to. resume our conversations at the point where the 
coup d’Btat had interrupted them. T should be happy to see hin a member of the 
Hen Covering, but dll not propose to visit Kiatil Av Hed bob formed Boctuse, iT 
did, Ushould at once be accused by our enemies of scheming to put him in power, aud 
this would injuriously aftect the cause which we both had at heart, 

Within a day oF two, liowever, before the constitution of the new Cabinet had been 
announced, and, therefore, before Chad hiad time to visit Prince Firuz, L heard that he 
had placed himself at the head of the anti-British party, 

__ From that monient he bas neglected no means, however unscrupulous, to discredit 
this Legation, and has continued to ditect against’ it an incessant stream of mis- 
representation, calumny and abus 

‘As « member of the Medjliss, in which he represents Kermanshab, he devotes all 


“to the world till afew days ago ow 


81 


his energies to exciting hostility against Great Britain, and his efforts. are secouded by 
Sardar-i-Muszzam, a deputy for Khurusay, 

‘The latter, another of our former friends, was exiled by the Seyyid for injudieious 
utterances calculated to stir up disaffection against the Inte Government and his rage 
(for no milder word expresses his frame of mind) against this Legution appeurs to have 
teen excited by the belief that I persuaded the Seyyid this to punish him, in order to 
revenge myself on him for some rather offensive insinuations texarding my supposed 
connestion with the coup d’Btat of which he liad delivered himself in my presence 
about a month earlier, a few days after that event had taken place. His assumption 
is quite erroneous, tor [ had given no second thonght to his remarks, which T attributed 
to resentment at not having been taken into the confidence of the Seyyid, with whom 
he had previously been on cordial terins, or olfered a post in the Cabinet. 

Sardar-i-Muazzam, to whom I referred in my telegrams Nos. 766, 793 and 794 of 
last year, is a young man of some courage and intelligence and with a eonsiderible 
gift of eloquence but he isa spendthrift, « drunkard, a débayché, and a gambler who 
Goes not pay his losses, aud is totally imesponsible and untrustworthy. “He was 
educated! in Russia and his outlook on life resembles that. of the less reputable. young: 
officers whose suciety he frequented there, He has now abandoned himself entirely to 
M. Rotlistein with whom he is said to work in the closest accord, 

Both he and Prince Firuz claim the dubious honour of the authorship of u recently 
published document most inaeurately headed * A Statement of the Truth" of which a 
translation is enclosed. 

Tt 1s, however, certain that the Prinos ix really responsible for it and that he 
Grafted it immediately after his release from prison, but was prevented from giving it 

to his inability to obtain the signatures of a 
sufficient number of the deputies from whom it is supposed toemanate. As originally, 
presented to them it was more violent in tone umd’ more openly, offensive to, Great 

but it required a course of threats, eajolery and eorruption extending over samme 
weeks to induce a majority of the members now at Tehran to-append their names 

even in its present modified form, ‘To have succeeded even x0 fat T consider a 
remarkable achievement, for Persians aré always chary of committing themselves to 
anything in writing. 

Ttis noteworthy that, apart from a few agitators and demagogues, most. of the 
siguatories are men tho Gill lately were considered frieudly. to. Great Britain, and L 
hear that a good many of these have already. begun to fear that they have acted rashly 

signing the statement, as it has been pointed out to them that an unfriendly: 
Attitude towards us does not provide the best means of procuring the money with 
whieh the Medjliss hopes to be supplied from British sovtees, A. considerable number 
of the signatories, in consequence, now declare that theit adhesion was obtained by 
intimidation, while some go so lar a8 to assert that the use of their nimes ia unauthorised 
and that they never signed the paper at all, - 

"The more serious and respected deputies have refused their countenance to this 
publication, and amoug these are mauy who in tho past have been ageused of boat 
fo us because they disliked our connection with Imperial Russia and later disapproved 
of the policy embodied in the Anglo-Persian Agrocment, 

Tunderstand that the manifesto, which has been very widely disseminated her, is 
to bo translated into various foreign languages, distributed throughout the world and 
presented to all civilised Governments and to the League of Nations, 

‘The stress laid on the determination of tho members of the Medjliss present at 
‘Tehran at the beginning of the year to reject the Anglo-Persian Agreement bus, of 
course, the object of robbing the Tate Prime Minister of the populurity which its annul- 
ment gained for him, 

TE is curious that & person of #0 acute an intellect as Prines Firuz should fail to 
realigo the incongruity of astuning such au attitude with rgard to an international 
instrument of which he was one of the authors, and remained, till a few months ago, 
the chief Persian defender. 

Te will be observed that the statement accounts for the participation of Sardar-i- 
Sipah in the coup d’tat of the 20th—21st Rebruary by the assertion that he was misled 
by the other leaders of the movement who made him believe that the Shah himselt had 
‘stimmoned the Cossacks from Kuzvin, 

So far as T ean discover there is no evidence for this assertion, while Rez Khan's 
own declirations to the mission sent out to attempt to dissuade the Cossacks from 
entering Tebran, a8 reported in my telegram No, 121 of the 2ist February, and his 
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attitude during the earlier weeks of Seyyid Zia-ed-Din's administration, when he was 
deputed by the latter on more than one occasion to explain to the Shah the necessity of 
trusting: and supporting the Goverament, which His Majesty could not bring himselt to 
do wholeheartedly, prove conclusively enough that the Cossack leader thoroughly 
unerstond the situation, and was under no Mss tegenting his sovereiga's fame 
of mind, 

Reza Khan is, however, the militury dictator of Persia, and it therefore behoves 
the men whom. he imprisoned, and from whom he fully inteaded to extort as much as 
possible of the fruits of their depredations, to swallow their resentment and show their 
subseivience to him by inventing some plausible explanation of the awkward fuct tlt 
he betrayed his associates in order to gratify his own newly-acquired thirst for power, 
‘and that he eynically violated the oath which he, in common with the other leaders of 
the movement, took on the eve of their entrance into Twhran, that they would never 
abandon their eause or each othe 

‘The statement in genaral gives an acsount of recent events whieh ix a mete 
travesty of the facts. 

The anti-British activities of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh have gone fur beyond hb 

nection with this document, 

Uhave already reported that attacks have bven made on me in Tran,” the 
official orga of the Government, ‘The most outspoken of these consisted in a statement 
that theicoup d’Btat wus brought about by ‘the intrigues of the agent of a foreign 
Goveriiment,” or words to that effect, In reply to my remonstrance ayainst such a 
reference to the representative of a friendly Power in the columns of a newspaper 


controlled by the Government, 1 received a somewhat hulthearted apology, in the, 


course of which it was stated that the lending article containing the obnoxious words 
was not the work of a member of the editorial staff, whose notice the passige had 


on in ret 
allegiance of them all could doabtless be secured at a ve 
is beyond my meat, B 

osrat-ed-Dowleh, however, sulfors frourno such fiiancial disability. He is spending 
money freely. on the corruption of the press, with the result that few days pass without 
the appearanee of unflatterinye and calumuious references to this Legation in one or 
more of these newspapers. 

The prince is also actively engaged in subsidising the “ mullas," and bri 
Aayitators to abuse British policy und sing his praises in the bazar, 

Not many days after his defection, I heard that he had persuaded the Minister 
for Foreign Affiits to address to the Persian Minister in London a cypher telegram 
instructing him to make to your Lordship an official complaint of the llacettrenisyron 
the Legation, (It is characteristic of Persia that this fact should at once have become 
public property.) Tt happeued that « few days later an anonymous ywell-wisher, unasked 
and without claiming any reward, brought to the Legation a summary of this telegram, 
translation of which is enclosed. 

Your Lordship will observe thot Miftah-es-Sultaneh was told to resort to a kind 
of polite blackmail by hinting at the superior attractions which, if the Legation persisted 

the line of conduct filsely attributed to it, a pro-Russian policy would offur to Persia, 
id to warn you not to believe the reports addressed to you from here. 

J shall be surprise if Miftah-es-Sultaneh has had the courage to act on thes 
Instructions, and doubt: whether he would in any case think it worth while to obey the 
orders of'a Minister whose tenure of office he must certainly regard as insec 

T bog that, in view of the way in which this paper came into my possession, it may 

ded. as strictly emteneal! i 


vz Mirza silso told «person in touch with this Legation that he had. written 
“to London” to complain of my behaviour, but did not, apparently, state to whom the 
complaint had been addressed. 

he main attack on the Legation has not, however, yet developed, It is to take 
the form, T understand, of a reasoned indictment of recent British policy, purporting to 
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nate frown the released prisoners, some of whom have formed themselves into a. sort 
of political party under the leadership of the Prince. He is now engaged in drafting 
the document which is to be couched in a very trenchant style. 

Your Lordship may have observed, from certain telegrams which I have addressed 
to you, that [have already foreshadowed the possibility of the defection of allies of the 
political calibre of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, Such people, being swayed exclusively by motives 
of s-iFintersst, will always work with the Power whose influence is for the time pre- 
dominate in Northern Persia, and which’ is therefore the best able to secure for them 
office and opportunities of entiching themselves, 

Till her collapse, that Power was Russia, and it was therefore to her that the 
Reactionary Party, prominent in which was Prive Farman Farma, hastened to pay 


hom 

“Our own accession to Russia's postion was necessarily only temporary, seeing that 
she was certain one day to resume her aggressive policy, and our military withdrawal 
from these regious has cut short our enjoyment of the inheritance by removing the only 
obstacle to thit resumption, 

We have, accordingly, no cause to feel surprise at the conduct of the Prince, and 
must expect others to follow his example, as, indeed, they have already begun to do, 
justifying themselves, ashe hing by their resentment at the complisity of the Laation 
in the coup d’'Evat of Seyyid, Zia-cd-Din, in which all profoss to believe, but which he, 

y rate, knows to be a fictio 
hhave we cause to feel regret, but rather relief, at being rid of « damaging and 
Alineroditable aasocintion which did wot atv in Wi Gateotn of honest, 
The exigencies of the situation during the war forced us to) make use of such 
truments as were ready to out hind, and the nse of these necessarily laid’ us under 
obligations which have ever sine» proved increasingly irksome. 

‘The most important and embarrassing of these obligations was undoubtedly that 
which we contracted towards Princ» Karman Farma and his family. ‘This. which 
existed in the form of « guarantee of theit life, property and honour, was, in my‘opinion, 
fulfilled, as far as ciroumstances permitted, through the action taken by the Legation on 
behalf of the three Princes while they were in, prison. 

Without the help then afforded them, for which I have received both oral aud 
written thanks from the family, Prince Farmav Farma would undoubtedly have paid for 
his misdeeds with his life and his sons have ‘been treated fur more severely than 
they were. 

Tel, and I trust that your Lordship will agree with me, that in view of the facts 
reported in this despateti, His Majesty's Government no longer owe any consideration 
fo this family, and that it would by contrary both to our interests and to those of 
Persia to attempt to recover their allegianoe, which, in spite of their desire to stand 
well with Russia, it would’ still’ be possible to do at any moment iu return for 
subventions, and help to attaify office and opportunities for gain. Indeed, T have 
reason to beligve that I shall shortly be approached indirectly with a view to 
reconciliation. 

Tn the meanwhile, Prince Firuz’s frenzied anties will not do us much barm 
or hin muck good, He has an infamous reputation, and maintang aul ifuenco 
as he <hielly owing to the prestize and iltgotte fortuna of hia tantly. 

‘The nature of his past transactions with His Majesty's Government in notorious, 
and many people, as I have found to my embartassment, possess a remarkably accurate 
Knovledge of the most intimate details of them. Nobody, therefore, has any 
illusions regarding the motives of his recent: change of attitude, and most scoff at the 
inconsistency which reuownces in a day principles loudly professed for years, while they: 
condemn. the cynical ingratitude which prompts a man to forget past, benefits and 
abanclon friends for so unworthy a reason. 

T have forwarded copies of this despatch to the Government of India and! His 
Majesty's High Commissioner in Mesopotamia, 

Thave, &e. 
H, NORMAN. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 72. 


am restore the 
prestige and national honour of Persia, and it is considered to | lity off 
asians to submit the facts to the judgment of public op d 
ommiunitie of the world ih order that doubt mney be. Gisipated, and lost by some ney 
artifice Persians be again deprived of free speech or power to complain. ‘Therefore, 
Deford the epelitg oF she, Mosilian auth bette ampuriicg oir olietal duties, vey the 
undersigned Persian deputies, desire to. give a brief account of recent events and to 
point out to the general public how Persia, an ancient member of the human family and 
‘member of the League of Nations—that supreme body which has been founded in order 
that tyranny may be lessened and the avarice of Imperialism circumvented, and which 
Tha aosined due ducy of booguardivg Ul righte.otacll uations oxataae ue ObpRestons 
of others--las fullén upon sorrowiul and evil days, how bitterly she resents the 
interforenes of fhreigners in her internal affairs, and to what straits the expression of 
this te has reduced her. ‘The apprehension of this truth, and an appreciation 
ves for the crime of Seyyitl Zin's Government require a briet historical 

sketch, 
hortly after the fall of Mushir-ed-Dowleh's cabinet, caused hy the demaud of the 
British Logation for the dismissal of Russian officers from His Imperial Majesty's 
Cossack Division, sind the appointment. of his Excellency the Sipabdar-i-Auzan as 
Prime Minister, who complied with this demand, the British Legation, in the course of 
acdetniled note’ dated Rubi al Awal, 1939, and addressed to the Persian Government, 
ed. to withdraw British troops from Persia in the spring, and at the same time 
that the Persian Government should take advantage of the presence of British 
forces and fori 1 Persia division under the coi cers ini the 
nwighhourhood of Kazvin, which was then the headquarters of the Britisl: force. In the 


vent of filure to eumny out this duty, Persia would he threatened with the daugers of 
revolution and national decline, 


‘The Government of that time entrusted the solution of the matter to an assembly 


composed of ulama, gentry, members of Parliament wud other politicians of the country. 
‘This ossembly was convened at the Royal Palace on the 16th of Rabi al Awal, but, as 
had been previously foreseen, those present did not consider it advisable either to rajuct 
‘or to aooept the demand of the British Legation, and the matter was therefore left for 
the decision of the Medjliss. Ti spite of the Government's procrastination, a quorum of 
‘lgpution geudually asinibled in Taran ail the Afedig had to Be opened in ascoelaes 
with the Taw. Meanwhile the majority of the deputies present in the capital formulated 
their futme programme, which included the denunciation of she Anglo-Persian Aj 
ment, ‘This programme was accordingly printed and published, and the Anglo-Pérsian 
Agreoment, the validity: of which depended ouly upon the ratification of the Medjliss, a 
fact whioh had already been widely advertised to the whole world, both by the Persian 
and British authorities, wan unanimously declared by the deputies then assembled in 
‘Tehran to be null and void, 

From this time on Sevyid Zia, despairing of enslaving Persian by ordinary 
intrigue, devised the coup d’Alat, and decided to resort ty main force, It was thus 
thation the night of the 20th February, 1921, under cover of darkness, and helped 
purposely or accidentally by the delay of the Government, the criminal arm of Persia's 
unworthy sou, Seyyid Zia, the editor of the newspaper * Itwail” was stretched out for 
the plunder of power, 

‘A nnmbor of His Imperial Majesty's Cossack Division then at Kazvin,and temporarily 
under the command of a British’ officer (Colonel Smyth) was moved towards Tehran, 
under the ertoneous iinpression that it had been summoned there by His Majesty the 
Shah. When this force arrived near the capital this newspaper editor, who was 
notorious for his unserapulousness, and said to be in the pay of foreigners, joined it 
and assumed the control of its policy. ‘The Persian commander being entirely 
unaware of the true facts of thy euse, and erroneously thinking that he was carrying 
out the secret intentions of his King, wud preventing dangers which threatened’ the 
Throne and Crown, placed his force at the disposal of Seyyid Zia, who by means of 
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intrigue and pressure had succeeded in obtaining the royal order for his appointment 
as Prime. Minister. Martial law wns declared and established with «reat, severity 
both in the cupital and in the provinces. Telegraphic and_ postal. communications 
between the capital and the provinces was entirely ent off for a time, andia rigid 
‘censorship was established, 

A great number of gentry, ecclesinstics, deputies, and advocates of freedom, 
whose only crime was their desire for the ‘independence of Persia and their 
abhorrence of foreign predominance, and who were therefore obstacles in the way of 
Seyyid Zia’s nefarious plin, were arrested and east into dark eoraery of prisons, Hoth 
in the capital and in the provinces. ‘The Taws of Islam und the fundamental laws of 
the country were trampled! underfoot, and the Medjliss, which should have opened, 
remained closed. ‘The traitors of the country in “comp with a number of 
Armenians, &c., and aided by alien accomplices, pressed the throat of Persia so tightly 
that she was quite unable té raise even a cry of protest, Whenever the faintest sountl 
‘of opposition’ was heard. anywhere, an addition’ was, immediately made to the mmuber 
of exiles and prisoners. By these methods the silence of the grave ond the atilluess of 
death prevailed throughout Persia and there was « general panic, ‘The foreign 
perpetrators off these events filled the press with various misrepresentations, and 
gave out in Europe that the above and stillness was the result of 
contentment with this foreignly subsidised Government, In order further to 
deceive public opinion, and to hide his seéret aims, as well aw to jull 
suspicion and to decrease the mistrust of the nition which had long known him 
as one hirwl und bought by” forvigners, Seyyid Zia Logan to. publi his [ying 
proclamations, and strove to give to bis Government the appearance of a national, 
revolutionary aid progressive Government. for the protection of peasants, In hix 
proclamations he declared that he would free Persia from the bane of fore 
interference, and would call foreign and native enemies to xeomnt. ‘The Anglo-Persint 
agreement, which had practically fallen into abeyance, was formerly denounced, but the 
real truth soon prsvailed over the elaborate tissie of words and sentetices aud Seyyid 
Zia's secret an evil intentions became apparent, for the pernicious cluses of the above 
agreement were practically brought into effect, Instead of protecting, qurioultury and 
commerce he imposed heavy taxes upon the agricultural and commierotal classes which 
had the effect of annihilating the commerce aud agriculture of the country, and 
encouriging that of foreigners Instead of improving the resources of the cotntry, 
large sums ofthe revenue were wasted, a considerable: portion being divided amongst 
his friends, necomplices and ubettor in thiserime, ‘They spared uo pains in stanspiny 
on the Inws of the country and of religious trampling upon the rights and freedom of 
the people, and promulgating foreign influence, Fortunately, thi prestige of Persia 
aud the veal of Islam foiled this shatwefil design, and this polly founded upon 
falsehood, misrejresentation and oppression was impelled towards thy road of 
destruction, restrictions imposed upon every class instead of inducing then to 
accept this régime, or to become reconciled to the’ foreign tutelage, produced such an 
intense feeling of opposition that the people were prepared to sutfer loss of Ife, honour 
‘nil property, al even death, rather tur submit to these condition 

An honourable general (Reza Khan) perceiving that his fidelity and valour had 
doen the means of bringing about the interested designs of foreigners, and hud placed 
a thief and renegade in power, gave vent to:his patriotic feelings, and our beloved 
King, who was now fully aware of these intrigues, seizing this opportunity aud availing 
himself of the expression of popular anger and resentment, terminated the Goverament 
‘of Sayyid Zia, traitor and seller of his country. 

eyyid Zia, fearing restribution and popular resentinent, left tho city in the sane 
manner as he had entered it when he wade his night attusk upon the uation, and 
brought these misfortunes upon it, thav is, under cover of darkness and with foreign 
aid and guidance, and finally arrived safely at Bagdad, 

Suoli is the condition of Persia in the twentieth century at a time when the peoples 
of the world are making every possible eflort to preserve the freedom aud the sigite of 
humanity! ‘This treatment, which is now considered proper for Persians, v i 
for all time an everlasting blot of infamy upou the paye of history. 

We want to safeguard our righv to live in the shadow of the justice of the world, 
We want to preserve our fivedom. We do not want to submit to the burden of 
forvign interference, but to live in our country according to. our owi inclinations, 
‘We do not threaten tho interest of anyone, aud wp lave vothing todo wish anyone, 
We do not want to be strangled. We do not want to suppress freedom in out own 
country, nor to encourage treason and protect traitors. We want Seyyid Zia aul his 
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Deputies for Khorassan 
MIRZA HASHEM ASHTIANI. 
AGHA SHEIKH MOHAMMED JAVAD. 
FAHIN-UL-MULK. 
SARDAR-I-MOASSAM KHORASSANI. 
MOHAMMED HASHAM MIRZA. 
MALEK-US-SH 


Deputies for Kerm: 


Deputies for Kermanshah : 
MOTAZID-ED-DOWLEH. 
NOSRAT-ED-DOWLEH. 
NASIR-L-DIVAN, 

Deputies for Arabistan : 
QAWAN-ED.DOWLEA, 
EHTESHAM-ED-DOWLEH, 
MONTESIR-UL-MULK. 

Deputies for Fars and Gulf Ports: 
SEYYID FAQUB, 
MOHAQQAQ-UL-ULEMA, 
AMIN-CSHARIA SHIRAZI, 
MIRZA ALI KAZERUNI, 

Deputies for obra 
MUDARRIS, 

TADAYYON, 

Deputios for Buryjird and Luristan 
MUSTESHAR-US-SULTANEH, 
ROKN-UL-MULK. 

HAJI MIRZA ALT MOHAMED, 

Deputies for Ispshan : 
SADID-UL-MULK, 
EMAD-US-SULTANEH, 

Deputies for Kashan 
SEYYID HASSAN, 
JALIL-UL-MULK, 

Deputies for At 
SAHAM-US-SULTAN, 
BEYAN-UL-MULK, 

Deputy for Semnan : 
AMID-UL-MAMALEK, 

Deputies for Kazvi 
MIRZA IBRAHIM KHAN. 
SARDAR-T-MOFAKHAM, 

Deputy for Mahalat 

AJL SHEIKH ASADULLA MAHALATI, 

Deputy for Saveh ; 

AMIR-LNASKt, 
Deputy for Domavend : 
SEDRAI, 

Deputies for Khamsch : 
BEYAN-ED-DOWLEH. 
SADR-UL-ISLAM. 
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Deputy for Vilayat-i-Salas : 
SHEIKH-UL-ISLAM, 
Deputy for Quin: 
MIRZA TBRAHIM QUMI. 
Deputy for Shahrad and Bostam : 
SEYYID FASAL. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 72, 


Abbreviation of a Telegram sent by Mohtashem-us-Sultaneh to Mijtalicus-Sultaneh in 
London for the latter to communicate to His Majesty's Noreign Office. 


(Becret,) 

TAKING intofuscount the ancient friendship betwoon Eoglantand| Pere 
very strange that by reason of bad misunderstandings Persia has become suspicious of 
England and England hes do Persia, an enemy. Seyyid! Zia Goverament, haa 
brought the- enmity” to Tight and lise completely, raed the outtaia, and everybody 
knows that it was owing to British help that. Sey) ‘id Zia came to power, On the other 
hand, the Russians here made a very favourable agreement with Parsi, and lave 
promised to give Persia all sorts of help now. ‘This is the outeome of the bad political 

of the ‘present British: Legation, which has anade the Persians hostile to the 
British auid forced the Persiana into, the arms in Tf this. politcal ted goes 
on much longer, the British will not have « single friend left in’ Persia, but as Persia 
prizes British Goudabip more’ tea’ aay other and wise burnestly to. got all te 
advantages of British friendship, therefore, betore the nows gotw out, ibis neceasury. that 

ould tell the Foreign Ofice not to bslieve tho reports they reeeive. thom the 

ritish Legation. You may understand that the present situation is the outcome of 

tho bad poliey of the Legation, and ifthe British will change their polioy, the Persian 
Government is willing and ready to work sinosrely with Grent Britain, 


MONTASHEM-US.SULTANEH, 
Minister for Moreign Ayfaire. 


[E 10100/2004/34) No. 73. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston,—(Iteceived Septenibor 0.) 


149. Confidential.) 
y Delivan, Judy 31, 1921. 
* WITH reference to my despateh No, 120 of the 13th July, L have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herswith copies of Intelligence Summaries Nos, (1 and 12, 
which have been compiled by the ry attaché to this Legation: 
Thave, ke 
H. NORMAN, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 73, 


Intelligence Summary No. 11 for Weel ending July 16, 1921. 
(Secret.) 
Gilan and Mazanderan. 

‘THE report, that regular Soviet troops (stated to be 500 strong) are agui 
Gilan is confirmed both by the Persian Government and from other sourcos, .\ Persian 
officer sent by the War Minister to visit Resht and Enzeli has returned, and. confirms 
the presence of these troops. He wax accompanied by a Russian detailed by the 
Russian Minister to ensure his safe conduct while in the Bolshevik lines, From variouy 
reports received, it appears that these Soviet troops are composed of detachments: from 
the 26th and 244th rogiments, and Ianded at Enzeli ou the 2nd July. ‘The commander, 
accompanied by two sailors, drove to Resht. in an automobile the ame evening to 
interview Qualit Qurban, On the 3rd July at Resht he’ had an interview with three 


representatives of Kuchik Khan, namely, Mohamed Mehti Khan, Mirza Mohamed Ali 
Mhaet Peters Leal ha 
On the 4th July Russian troops occupied Resht, and put outposts round the town, 
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On the 5th July he had another conference at Resht with Kuchik Khan's 
representatives, which was also attended by the three delegates of the Persian Govern- 
ment, who have beon for the past fortnight negotiating with Kucbik Khan at Kasma, 
At this conferenes, which was held in the house of Sirdar Motammid in Resht, the 
Russian commander demanded — 


1, That Kuchik Khan sball band over all arms, munitions and warlike stores which 
he hias received from the Russians since 1917. tomes 

2, ‘That Kuchik Khan shall hand over all Russian subjects now serving in his 
employ. 

8, That the Resht-Kazvin road shall he opened at once, so that trade may be 
resumed, 


No agreemont was reached ut the conference. Kuchik Khan has concentrated 
his forces at Kasma, Fiumen and Masulia, He has despatched an enyoy to ‘Tehran, who 
has now reached the capital, to complain against the action of the Russians in upsetting 
the negotiations between himself and the Persian Government. He has pecented wo 
the Persian Government that their mutual dispute should be put on one side for the 
moment, and that they should combine to drive the Russians out of Persia. The 
‘Russian Soviet troops ure in field-servico order, and each man has been supplied with 
two hand-grenades, 

The War Minister, Reza Khan, informed me that he has asked Rotstein the 
meaning of the return of Soviet treops, and that Rotstein replied that he kne 
nothing about the matter, and that it must be some action taken by the Azerbaijun 
Soviet Government, whose activities the Moscow Government has great difficulty in 
controlling. ‘The Russian military attaché persists in denying to me the presence of 
any Soviet troops, ulthough he undoubtedly must be in possession of the ficts. 

‘The Bolshevik red army Mazanderan under Saed-ed-Dowleh and Thsanullah, 
with a Russian staff, continues to receive money und munitions from Baku and Enzeli, 
‘The line held is the same as that given in last week's summary, except that the 
Sulambar Pass hus been taken by the rebels, the Persian Cossacks having fallen back 
12 miles in the line of the Talaghan River ee degree sheet 8L). The latter were 200 
strong, and were attacked by 500 rebels under Ihsanullah, who were well supplied with, 
muching guns, Althougli orin strength at this point, they put up a ery a d 
resistanoo, retiring after losing tliree casualties and fring 24,000 rounds, most of avhich 
was expended at very long range, 

Reinforcenents from Kazvin, consisting of eighty infantry, two machine guns and 
two mouritain ting, have been sent to'Talaghan,  Thsanullah is obviously attempting to 
gain a position commanding the KazvinTehran road. 

Qualu Qurban is on good terms with the Russian Bolsheviks, and working in 
close touch with the rebel group in Mazanderan, He visited Rud-i-Saron the 9th July, 
staying there two days in conference with Saed-ed-Dowleh, to whom he gave two 
machine guns und a number of boxes of smull-arms ammunition as a ift. 

‘The action of the Russians in alienating Kuchik Khan trom the rebel combine may 
be due to the fact that Kuchik Khan is a Persian Nationalist and a true patriot, who 

likes the presence of any foreign troops on Persian soil, and who is not a Communist, 
Khan, therefore, does uot fit into the general Soviet scheme for Bolshevising 
Pernia, ind his suppression becomes nucessary. 

Atun interview L had with Reza Khani on the 14th July he seemed thoroughly 
wera ‘at his position, having found that his intrigues with Rotstein had done him 
no good, 
eon the 10th July Gikalo was reported to be at Enzeli, and to have withdrawn 
Soviet troops to Enzeli from Resho. 

Reza Ki it has increased his difficulties by quarreling with Amir Moyyid, a 
Mayanloran chieftain who lives at Savatkoh, The latter resented the War Miniater 
sending recruiting agents tu his area without his knowledge, and arrested one of the 
recruiting offiters. “On the 8th July Reza Khan despatched to Sayatkoh the 
following — 

800 Persian Cossack infantry. 
100, » cavalry, 
200 genidarmes, 
20 machine guns, 
4 field guns, 


Amir Moyyid 1s reported to be capable of raising a following of 1,300 armed men. 


89 
Kazvin: 
A Russian named Jandre arrived from Moscow on the 10th July, ca 
aud despatches. ‘The British officers withdrawn from the Persian Cossuok. 
till at Kazvin awaiting the settlement of the pay that is due to them, 
jy Reza Khan has given bis verbal assurances that they shall be paid in fall x9 soon 


as the Treasury hag the money, He suggested that a loan from the Imperial Bank of 
Persia might be arranged. e 


Hamadan, 
‘Two suspected Bolshevik agents have appeared in the town— 


1 Weruer Vollinar, losal agent of Swiss Trading Company. He has no apparent 
trading business, but receives from time to time considerable sums of, ond 
from Tehran, He is an ex-German officer, and formerly served with the 
‘Darkish army. 

2 Olserang, a formes employee in the Russian Banke at Rest, Has consider 
inns, 


Azerbaijan. 


Maku.—A report dated the 2ud\July, received from Maku, states that: the ‘Curks 
are continuing to buy large munbers of horses, sheep and cattle at Maku, and are 
sending them to Bayarid, ‘The Turkish Kemalist consul at Maku, named 'Tihin Bey, 
has a telephone working to Bayazid, ‘The consul stated to my agent that the. Turks 
have no intention of helping the Bolsheviks, but agent considers this to be a lie, in view 
of the large sums of money known to have been received recently. by. the Marks. from 
the Bolsheviks, 

Agent reports thatthe Turkish force at Bayazid, Karakillisn aud Tgdir numbirs 
6,000 in all, and two-thirds of this foros are being eonecutrated at Tgdits 

The British consul at Tabriz, in commenting on the above report, considers it 
probable that the Turks, anticipating the collapse of the Zangezur Armenians, wish to 
concentrate their forces s0 as to be ready in case the Bolsheviks wish to then their 
attention to recovering their 1914 frontier, 

Tabriz.—A Bolshevik committee, called “the Bolshevik Union’ of Persia,” has 
comnnenced work in the city. Its headquarters are situated in the Sebjail quattei 

The party of the late Sheikh Khiabant of ‘Tabriz, who was killed last yea, hab 
joined the party “Milyon.” in Tabriz, Both parties number 600 strong in all, 500 of 
whom ar atmed, ‘They are working against the Governor-General in Tabriz, whose 
authority is reported to be weakening di 

Urinia.—Sinsko is reported to be in close touch with the Kemalist aud with Amir 
“Arshad, Shahsovani, 


Transcaucasia. 


rnenia.—The Armenian archbishop at Tabriz reported on the Lith July that the: 
Armenians at Zanigezur had been completely overcome by a determined Bolshevik attaske 
from all sides. ‘This bas been confirmed by the Armenian Minister in ‘Tohran, who 
iat many refugees from Zangezur are arriving in Tabriz and asks if the British 
authorities can do anything for them, 


Tehran. 


The work of checking the credentials of the members of the Medjliss is taking 
longer than was anticipated. It is reported that the Medjliss will not be ready: to 
function before the Ist August, In the meantime, miny members are oeusing to 
attend regularly, and it seems probablo that there will be somo dificulty in obtaining 
quorum, 

aN Osl then 11th ily the Cabines manned Usa ifsmpmberd wold te i BELA 
for the next twenty days (i., until the Ist August), ‘The truth is, that the Cabinet 
swish to make no decisions or t) take any action until itis definitely soon whether the 
Meilliss is going to function or not. 

A paper named the " Sitara Tran ” (the “Star of Persia”), financed by Nusrated- 
Dowleh, has made its appesrance in Tobran. It. is subsidised by Rotstein and is a 
Bolshovik organ, The ealtor ja Micen Husosin Sabah, an xtrone) Derioeeuks wh’ wes 
pro-German during the war. 

‘Tyyo more Bolshevik newspapers are shortly to make their appearance, the ““Tofkn” 
(the “Storm”) and the “ Hugiqat”” (the ‘Truth ”), 
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‘The following ar vy wrivals at the Russian Legation during the 

Dombenrof, telegrap tharof, telephoniat ; Michaelof, telegraphist ; 

raphist ; Shesternof, chief of radi station; Tonof, wireless telegraph mech: 

riot viele telegraph mech; 2 

_ Cypher work in the Legation is done by Madame Minaeva, Secret political 

lepeale week by Mlle, Smirnova, red by Mlle. Maria, a typist, Rotstsia\ bas 
ordered the latter two to learn French. ‘The Russian wireless set at the Russian 
Legation commenced receive messages on the 1th Jul Baku and Tashkent 
stations were heard distinctly, but Moscow was indistinct. ‘The sending ‘apparatus has 
not yet arrived in Tebran, 

On the 11th June a“ Komitet Yarehaika ‘was organised. Thi an executive 
advisory committee to discuss political line of action to be undertaken by Rotstein, 
Tt is reported tliat the latter can take no steps of any importanee unless it ip ‘approved 
first by this committee. He is himself a member of it, as are probably most of the 


officials in th Legation, 

On the sth July Kalantarof (Armenian), aide-do-eamp to Rogachof, was sent via 
Enveli to Moscow with despatches, 

Rotatein is organising Russian Trade Department in the city and has informed 
all the leading merchants, x 

yes tollowing cyphers are used by Rotatein in communication with Moscow : 

“Viger, No, 5” and Awa, No. 2 

‘The Afghay Ambassador has béon very active in politi mattors during the past 
Yyoek and has been visited by nearly all the members of the local Persian Commugict 
Committee, 

Mushawit-ul-Mumalik is expected shortly in Tehran. He was the Persian Governe 
ment representative in Moscow at the time of the siguiny, of the Rume-Pann Treaty. 
He is reported to le intensely. pro-Russian and auti-British, Reports from virietg 


Souroes Tiare state thet Rotetein is anxious for him to be made the next Prime 
Minister, 


South Per 


Robborios on the main roads and riots in the towns are expected to ocour on the 
dient of the South Persian Riles, ws there is no force in being to take ory 

policing the country, |The Director of Poste, M. Molitor, has reported that the 

Bushite rond bas now Lcome too uusafe for him to run un efficent. postal. se 

ho has advised this Legation to arrange that all postal mn 


over 


Communications, 


Reaht-Kagvin Chaveres.—Tvo bundred aud fifty labourers were sent from Menjil 
on the 1th July to repnie the road betwoen Jubin and Resht, which is at preset 
mpassable for wheeled traffic. 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieut.-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 


_—<—— 


Enclosure 2 in No, 73. 


Intelligence Summary No, 12, for week Ending Duly 23, 1921. * 


Secret.) 
Hilan and Mazanderan. 


staat RE, festive positions ot the Poriany revolutionary forces. in Gila and 
fnzanderan, und of the opposing Government forces, i hange 
aie tea nea posing: orees, have undergone no change 
finor skitmishes have 
Rud, which have not been of 


1 
being conducted between Kuchik Khan and the Persian Government; the Rusiat 
Minister, however, has now insisted on his representative being present at those 
negotiations. 

4. There is reported to be considerable friction between the Persian commanders 
of the tebe! red army in Mazanderan and the Russian staf? officers assisting it, which is 
considerably hampering operations. ‘The moral and fighting efficiency of che Persian 
Cossack division is considerably lower thanks to the long period of inertia, bad 
Jeadership and the recent ninor successes of the rebels. 

5, A reliable agent reports that Gikalo, the commander of the Soviet troops in 
Gilan, held a meeting on the Subzi Maidan in Resht on the 12th July, to which he 
invited all officials and the public. About 2,000 people were present, He made a 
speech in Russian which was translated into Persian by an interpreter. In this speceh 
he said that the Soviet Government of Moscow, through its representative, M. Rotetein, 
had ordered the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Gilan, He therefore had. evucuated 
Resht and was ebout to evacuate Enzeli, The town of Resht he had hinded over to 
Comrade Qualu Qurban, and the Tunekabun area to Comrade Thsanullah Khan, to 
Doth of whom he had given supplies of shell and ammunition. Ho stated that. the 
dispute with Kuchik Khan was. to be settled by the political representatives of al 

ties in conference. He desired the people to realise that the Soviet troops had lett 
Tattaa beara asting memoral to thos teal is them, the British had withdrawn 
their troops from Persia, He felt sure that the Ponians with the means at th 
disposal would have no difficulty in overthrowing the Shah's Government and 
‘establishing free Persia, 

He eulogised the good behaviour of the Soviet troops while in Peraia, and said 
that they were ready to come again to the ussistance of the Persians whenever they 
might be required. ‘The speech, ended with a salute of fourtecn uns being fired, and « 
tind then played appropanes tunes 

C, Helorenon pr der last wock's Summary No, 11, Amir Moyyid has informed the 
Persian Goverament that he desires to make peace, ‘The Governor of Mazanderan has 
deen sent to make terms with hin, 


Acerbaijan. 
Maku.—A report dated the 7th July from Maku states. that sorious revolta of 
i tribesmen have: taken gluco around Bayssidl and: Krratatens ‘gaint, the 
Nationalists, and that people suspected that these’ disturbances were organised by the 
British, 

8. Last year 3,000 Russian Averbaijanis went to assist, the Nationalists, ‘Thea 
aire now gradually returning to Russian Averbaijan without their horses or rifles, very 
dissatisfied owing to the Turks refusing to pay them. 

9, Ardebil—On the 17th July, the British couiul at Tabriz reported the situation 
in the Ardebil area to be yery disturbed. ‘The Alarlu and Puladiu sections of the 
Shahsevans attacked aud looted the subinta of Ardebil town, In the town itaclf « fowy 
days ago a Russian doctor and his wife were murdered; the motive is said to havo 
heen robbery, as certain articles of value were removed from the house. ‘The Acting 
Governor of the district, who resides. in the town, his tio force at his posal to deal 
with these people, A new Governor of Ardebil has been appointed and is now en 
route from Tabriz, He was reported to be on the 17th July between Ahar and Sarab 
attacking the rebel Shuhsovans with 250 gendarmes, ‘in loyal sections of the 
tribe are assisting 
Kurdistan. 

10, A report dated the 15th July from the British consi at Tabriz states that his 
agent at Saojbulak reports that men are coming to the town from Suleimanioh, Erbil, 


and otber parts of Kurdistan under British occupation with the object of buying arias 
and ammunition, 


Kazvin and Hamadan, 

11, Nothing of importance to report from either town during the past wool. 
British officers, recently withdrawn from the Cossick Division, are at Hamadan, where 
they are awaiting reesipt of pay due to them from the Persian Government. The 
latter still show no inclination to pay, though (he War Minister has given me his verbal 
assursnoes that the British officcrs will be paid in full. Hl states the reason for delay 
is the lack of money in the Treasury. 
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Tehran. 


12, Weiner, a Bolshevik’ naval officer who recently arrived at Tehran, has been 
appointed Russian consul at Astarabad, and left Tehran on the 19th July. to take up 
his appointment, In addition to his duties as consul he is to be the Russian chiot 
naval representative in Persia 

Th 1915 he commanded the gunboat “Ardahan” on the Caspian, and has also 
served in the Baltic fleet He is of German extraction and married to a German wife, 
Those who know him state him to be a man of weak character, and not a Bolshevik 
at heart, He is described as a time-server, who believes that the Bolabevike régime 
cannot last for very much longer, but who is ready to benelit himself by carrying out 
any task allotted to him as long as the Soviet régime lasts, 

He has taken with him to Astarubad a Russian named Peter Arkadevitch as his 
secretary, 

15, Telegrams reach the Persian Government daily from the provinces askiny for 
money to be sent for payment of civil administration, troops, gendarmes, and 

lies, The Government are unable +0 comply, owing to the lack of money in the 
Treasury, 

‘4. Rotstein proposes to open a new bank in the city for dealing with foreign 
tide, He has asked the Persian Government. to give him back the building of the 
former Russion bank for the purpose, offering in exchange the old Russian, Legation 

15. New arrivals during the week at the Russiau Legation are:—Babushkin, 
employed as an interpreter; Borert, to be a consulate clerk; Semenchulk, to he « 
consulate clerk (brother of an official who is already in the Legation); Ttskov, wireloas 
telegraph mechanic, 

16, Rotstein has pvmised the Afghan Minister to transmit to Kabul by wireless 
any mesmges he may desire t send, as soon as the Russian wireless apparatis arrives, 
At present they: have only a receiving sets 

17, The Afghan Minister has froquent meetings with the Turkish Chang 
AAffaires, the xeneral subject nf which is. the strengthening of Pan-Islamism and tee 
spread of Pan-fslamic propaganda, 

18, ‘The Medjliss ns finished the checking of members’ eredentials, and an 
Announcement has beer made that it will “commence its normal duties on the 
24th July, 

19, A courier of the Russian Legation, named Kapoustin, died of typhus at 
‘Tehran on the 17th July. Rotstoin desired that he should be burfed without ceremony: 
or religious service in the grounda of the Russian’ Legation aa the man wae % 
Communist soldier: ‘The Russian colony and several officials of the Russian. Leyution 
yotested strongly, and demanded Christian burial for the nan in the Russian oometery. 
Che dispute med fu a compromise, namely, that the man was buried in the Russie; 
cemetery without a fineril service or attendance of a priest. He was taken to the 
cemetery in a hearse of the pattern used by the Orthodox Obureh, from which, the 
Crow had been removed, ‘This incident is quoted ay showing the powet of the 
Jew Commissars, and the illfeeling existing towards them on the patt of the real 
Rnasians, 

20. The War Minister, Reza Khan, continues to have almost daily interviews 
with Rotstein. His popularity amonget Persians is rapidly diminishing, and het 
reported to be out of favour with the Shah, who a short while ago was his strongest 
suppor 

ela The Aetearg nite Tein Legation is ssid to 
rifles aiid a supply of ammnnition. 

321 ‘Che fallowing troop movements reported during the past week — 


ist of thirty. magazine 


On 16th July 
800 Persian Cossucks from Tehran to Alahamut, 


On 2400 July — 


250 Persia Cossacks, 1 mountain yun, 2 machine guns, ‘Tehran to 
Alabamut, ° 

6 field guns, Tehran to Kazvin, 

4 mountain guns, Kezvin to 'l'shran, 
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Astarabad. 
28. On the Lith July a detachment of gendurmes had a small skirmish with 


Turkowan robbers on the Karasu River (north-west of Astarabad), ‘Two. gondarnies 
were killed. ‘The Tarkom is retired, 


Caspian Ports. 

24, Cholera still rages at Baku, Astrakban, Petrovsk and Krasnovodsk, Cases 
are reported from Tiflis and Erivan, and along the Transeaapian Railway as, fae 
‘as Mer 

Three torpedo-boats, named “Lenin,” “Trotski,”” and “ Lastochka!” were 
reported to he at Enzeli on the 9th July. ‘These boats aerived trom Agtrakhan with 
goods for sale, returning thence with foodstuffs, Like most, vessels of the Caspian 
fleets thelr chief employment is trado, which their Bolshevik crews find extiunudy 
profitable, 

M. SAUNDERS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 





(E 10170/25/34) No. 74, 


Officer Commanding South Persia Riffes to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston— 
(Heceied September 8.) 

(No, 179/592) 
(Pelegeaphic, 

FOLLOWING sent o Telia 

“Your telegram No. 490 to Foreign Ott 

“Fron South Persia Rifles point of view it ix desirable that, offor should be 
accepted, becarise— 


Shiraz, Septomber:, 1921, 


* Unless disbandment is stopped, foree will be reduced by Ist October to 1,000 men 
in Fary and 600 in Kerman. Disbandment can be Aoppe at any tn when esate 
has been quite definitely settled, and to continue iv after public. annomosment. by the 
Persian Go t that they were prepared to take over the foroe on out conditions 
would raise hostility against us in the force, Value of the force which would remain to 
be taken aver by the Persian Government, would depend on the arrangements made for 
its command, If officers are sent from Tehrau they are not likely to make auch of the 
fores ua the best of the present Persiau oficers will eave, and ini Bars it least, appoint. 
ment of outsiders, more especially if Swedish, is likely to rotiss the hostility of the loval 
notables. If Persian Governinenit were to make such arrangements as would seoure the 
co-operation of the local notables there is hope that the fire would again become 
useful fietor in local security.” 





[EB 9942/25/34} No, 75. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran), 

(No. 364.) 
{elegraphie,) Foreign Ofice, September 9, 1921. 
FOUR telegram No. 180 of 31st August: South Persia Rifles. 
We ary strongly opposed to. proposed sale of any urms or ammunition to the 
Bakhtiaris or other Persian tribes or notables; nor do we wish arms to fall into, the 
hands of the Persiau Government, You should therefore discourage all sich proposals 
and make best arrangements possible for their evacuation to the coast, if this can, be 
done without risk. “Otherwise the only alternative appears.to bo destruction either by 
fire, water, or the removal of broech blocks 

You should consult the Inspector General, Shiraz, and telegraph the result as soon 
28 possible. 3 

(Repeated to India.) 


—— 
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[E 10270/7541/34; No. 76. 
Sir TE. Rumbold to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receiced September 12.) 


No. 8: 
Sy aa Conetantinple, September, 1921. 

T HAVE the honour to report that the Persian Crown Prince arrived at 
Constantinople on the 20th ultimo, | T had understood from His Majesty's Acting High 
Conimissioner at Cairo. that: the Prince would only stay here three or four days before 

however, stayed more than a fortnight, though I 


ng my hand and 
of endeay bl ‘This impression 
was confi from the Persian Chargé d'Affaires, 
who explait ioult if 1 did not ask for an audience. 


On my. eng 
ineogtito, the Ohany iat 1 proposed 
oman the following: 
athews accordingly 
ince ix staying. ‘The French 
High Commissi ly telephonic message from the 
Persian Embassy with reference to au audience with the Crown Prine, fall into. the 

trap and went to the Palace at the hour indicated. ‘i i 
4 The Persian Charyé d'AMairey subsequently gave un evening party at which I 
esonted to the Crown Prince, with whom Thad a long conversation. His Tmperial 
wes nade hitnselt very agreeable and shoved no trace of resentment at my not 
having called on him in person. He spoke in warm terms of the oivility shown hia by 

the Government of India and said that the Sultan of Egypt hal alo beon moat cord 

He spoke slightingly of the present Government in Persia and said he wns Wo 
forward to bis visit to Europe, Ho enquired as to the most. suitable time for a visit te 
Hondon, Treplied that the season Tasted! trom May to July and was now over, The 
Prince incidentally remarked, with reference to the dancing which was going on in an 

ng room, that he hoped to learn the modern daneas—inchuding th tango, 
c have, &e, 
HORACE RUMBOLD, 
High Commissioner. 





()E 10170/25/34) No. 77, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran.) 


ic.) Foreign Office, September 12, 1921, 
YOUR telegram No, 490 of 3rd September, and Shiraz telogram No, 502 of 
Gth September: South Persia Rifles, : 
His Majesty's Government cannot accept the Persian Government's proposal and 
disbandment must therefore continue. 


95 x 
‘Transfer of even the Ispahan stores through Bakhtiaristan must be fraught vith 
considerable risk, 

Permits for rifles and cartridges for Bakhtiaris in the past have been for 
Sporting Purposes, and to furnish. the tribesmen with munitions of war. geen 
undesirable. Fam consulting War Office on this point, Presumably, any present 
to the Khans would be made out of the stores in question, 

Unless you are convinced of safety of transport, it were better to destroy them 
at Ispahan, 

‘epeated to India.) 





[E 10667/2/34) No. 79. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Roceived September 25.) 
(No. 529.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, September 23, 1921, 

Y telegram No. 499 of 8th September, paragraph, 6, 

Russian Soviet Minister has demanded of the Shah that present Prime Mii 
fliould be kept in office on the ground that certain arrangements are uinden d 
between latter and Russian Legation which it is necossary to complete, 

Ihave not yet ascertained nature of these, but. am informed that they inulude 
pledge on the’ part of Prime Minister to do’ all in his power to destroy British 
influence here, 

Shah, in spite of his protestations to me, hins surrendered himself entirely to 
this policy, and I am told will be rewarded by gratifieation of lie denevt wish, 
which is to leave the country 

Frime Minister hax been planning the reconstruction of the 
Accordance with wishes of Russian Minister, who recommends Musteshaed- Bowlin 
a8 Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mohtashem-us-Sultanch, with, whom he hee 
apparently become reconciled, as Minister of Justice, and Said-al-Mulk as Menistes 
of Public Works. Last, who was formerly Persian consulgeneral al. Tillie tree 
qualification save that of being Russian Minister's chief native agent, 

Proposed reconstruction was discussed at a seoret session of Mediliss, whore it 
was advocated by Nosrat-ed-Dowleh and his party, but received with disgust’ by 
more decent deputies, so it is not certain that it will take place, 

Such isthe Prime Minister to whom Imperial Bank of Persia considers it 
SGuaittent with British interests to make without conditions lange advances, withouy 
which he could not retain office for a day. 

‘Though Russian Minister still refuses to have relations with family of Farman 
Farma, doubtless because hie realises that an open alliance vith them (eala injure 
his cause, they continue to solicit his patronage, ad it is probable Te ke has 
indirect connection with them through Prime Minister and Minigter of Wace who 
are in close co-operation with both sides, 

Nesrat ed-Dowleh’s position in this connection has beon_ strengthened by my 

resents to be due to steps taken by him in London,” He 
of getting rid in same way of Oriental Secretary and vice, 
says, he counts on being able to regain his former influence 


© are now held to have surrendered position at ‘Tehran to Russtans and ther 
Partisans. and our friends are unable to tnderstand oun policy and bewiticred 
fesing British money lavished on a Cabinet, who are doing all in'their poner te 
injure our interests. 

(Sent to India, Copy to Bagdad.) 








[B 10525/25/34) No. 78, 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran), 


0, 377) 
(ely io) Foreign Office, September 21, 1921. 
‘OUR telegram No. 516 of 19th September: Removal of arms from Lepahan. 
His Majesty's Government are opposed to the sale of arms or munitiong te on 
tribesmen, ‘including Bakhtiaris (eee my telegram No, 204 of Oth September, 


{B 10672/76/34) No. 80, 
Treasury to Foreign O fice.— (Iteceived September 26.) 


Sir, Treasury, September 24, 1921 

T HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's, Treasiry. your 
letter of the 18th May, enclosing a copy of a memorandum by Mr. H. W. Maclean, 
dated the 5th idem, regarding the financial claims of this country against Po 
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hey have also bean furnished with a cops of the observations of the Secretary of 
State for India in Council on Mr. Maclean's proposals, which wore sontained te teats 
pln water of the 15th July addressed to your Depastment. I am to request you te 
Place before the Seeretary of State for Forsign Affairs the following rep! 

2 Subject to/what follows, my Lords are in complete agreement wk Mr Maclean's 
Proposal to present the Persian Goveruuont, when the political situation. perinits, with 
4 statement of the British Government's financial elaine Persia, with a view to 
Scoring a lien on such of the revennes of Persia as may be tpcessary forthe eopvicg 
Of the debt, and in order to arrive at an agreement with the Permian Gorenmess 
penning A scheme for the liquidation of the advances. ‘They presume tne ie, 
Marquess, Currin of Kedleston will instruct His Majesty's Minister ot Telomee 
Prepare the British claim for this purpose, when it will be possible to disence ie 
fltails of the proposals for liquidation, Tn the ineantinne they desire ur cites he 
following observations, 

3. Subject to av 

wish. to 


Maclean 
discussion, the 


werniuent towards this 
country, as indicated in rece suet 
modification of reasonablo el 
cake, that items (8), 
ision advances" and 
1g Joann” respectively should be included in 
ersian Governisent. 


\dvariees.—In connection with this item Tam to refer to parasraph 2 (0) 


of Horeign Office lotter of the 11th September, 1990, addrussel to the hale Office, in 
‘which it Was sugested that this question is ouo which solely sonearen dhe Government 
frie and that His. Majesty's ‘Treasury will not be roquited to poy 4 moiety under 
this heading, ancl to the delegram from the Secrotaty of State for Leda teres Viceroy 
PF the HOt Noserbor, 1920, regarding thia matter.” I am to-say thet thats Lordsliips 
have not yet been apprised what reply, if any, has been revolved to thik telegram, and 
they aro causing an enquiry to be addressed to the India Ollies on ane subject. Tn the 
Fe Ate Meet tlt not olfor any observations theruou, while noting, however: thee 
in Af, Macleans view no claim lies agninst the Persia Government hy shee respect, 
but only a local claim: in Bushie 

Fut fo refer to tho following advances mentioned in India Olice letter of the 
0th November, 1920, which do not appear in Mr, Maclean's lists 


Expenditure consequent on disturbances 36,8201 98, 5d, 
Advance of 1916 ow acconnt of the military situation 30,000 tomar: 


Tehrani £0 teaueRt thit enquiry, may be anade of His Majesty's representative at 
‘Tehran as to whethor he is able to identify these items. 

6, My Lords agree that interost should be claimed at the rate of 7 per cent, on all 
the advances ws from the dates on which the advances were sad xcept in the case of 
the Hare advance, on which interest at the simo rate should be clatoey ac gees the 
ate on which repayment was first asked. 

Fate eercehins would be glad to be consulted further as to the scheme of 
ffauidation when the'claim has been drawn up by His Majesty's representative at 

‘ebran. 

Twit to enclose horewith n copy of a letter of even date which my Lords have 

caused! to be addressed to the India Office, 
Tam, &e. 
RS. MEIKLEJOBN, 


——————$—— 
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Enclosure in No. #0. 
Treasury to India Office, . 
Sir, Treasury, September 24, 1921, 

WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 18th May and India Office reply 
hereto of the 16th sTuly regarding Persia's financial. indebtedness to. the Brite 
Government, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to 
enclose herewith a copy of a letter of even date which they have caused to be addressed 
to the Foreign Office, 

B. 1 am to enquire whether any: reply has yet heen recvived to Mr. Seoretar 
Montagn’s telegram of the 30th November, 1920, to the Vieeroy regarding tho responsi: 
bility of the Government of India for the Bushire advances, [ 

5. Ap regards paragraph 1 of the enclosed letter, T am to ask whether it fs possible 
to give any further information which will help Hix Majesty's representative at Tehran 
to identify the items therein referred to, viz. : 


Expenditure consequent on disturbances + 36,3261, 9¢, 5d, 
Advance of 1916 on account of the military situation 30,00) tomans, 


Tami, &e, 
R, S, MEIKLEJOH} 





[ 10761/25/24) No, 81 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recenwed September 27,) 


(No. 584.) 
(Telegraphic) 

YOUR telegram No, 37 of 2ist September. 

Orders given for destruction at Ispahan and Kerman, Inspector-general 
reports from Shiraz 2,600 rifles evacuated to the coast, “How, if ume mores te 
evacuated safely. d se 

By the end'of the month about 1,600 rifles and 300 rounds per rifle will remain, 
destruction of which will be a matter of luck, 


Tehran, September 26, 1921. 





[E 10607/10215/34) No. 82, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedlaston to Mr, Norman (Tehran). 

(No. 387.) ; ‘ 
(Telegraphic.) i Foreign Office, September 27, 1921, 

i) rR telegram No. 520 of 20th September: Khorasan, 

ou should instruct His Majesty's consul-genoral a Meslied to convey’ a serious 
Warning to Mohammed Taki that ho will be held: personally. responsible. by. His 
Majesty's Government should he continue to act inan unfriendly manner towards 
His Majesty’s consulate-general, an 

It ie intolerable that the Government of any civilised country should be as 
powerless a6 appears to be the case in Tehran, and you should give a strong warning 
{a the Prime Minister that if relations between His Majesty's Legation and one 
of His Majesty's ‘consulates-general are interfered with by a local bandit, 
responsibility of Persian Government will bo involved, 

(Repeated to India) 





[B 10667/2/34) No, 88. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Norman (Tehran). 


(No. 391, 
fe Satna) Foreign Office, September 29, 1921, 
YOUR telegram No: 529 of 2ard September i 
Tmperial Bank of Persia baye undertaken not to make-any further financial 
advances to Persian Government this year on the next oil royalties» Action en reseed 
in last paragraph of your telegram as "Javishing of British money on Poreien 
[F980) 0 








Teo — 
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Government "has in fact only amonnted to the payment through a British bat 
‘whieh Happens also t be the\Persian State Bank, bf manice which in fact telong 3 
Persian Government, and represent the revennes derived by them from the oil wells 
exploited by a British company under a Persian concession. 

Th any case His Majesty's Government have no responsibility for the payments, 
about which in the majority of eases thes were never consulted and which when they 
have had the opportunity they haye done their best directly to discourage. Z 

(Repeat to India.) 





[ 10881/2/34) No. 84. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 30:) 


(No, 87.) 


(Telegraphic.) 2. Tohran, Septemb 02 
FOELOWING from consular offer nt Kerman, 2ith Septewiborse= 


__ “Spread of news of impending disbandment of South Persia Rifles hi 
disorders on large scale in the province which Governor-General is Pare 
cheok owing to small force maintained by him and practical non-existence of Qara 
Suran, payment for which is shared by Governor-General and head of Department. 
‘Large robberies have taken place on Yezd, Bunder Abbas and Khorassan 
roads, in which British subjects alone have lost over 37,000 tomans worth of goods, 
Bands haye appeared in Sirjan and Khadri districts and looted several villages, 


Governor-General is endeavouring to prevent report. i i 
capital,” ig to prevent reports of these disorders reaching the 


Anticipates i HER 
tee ele of dissolution of South Persia Rifles are thus already 








|B 10965 /2/34) No. 85, 


Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recevoed October 1.) 


ie 540.) 

‘olegraphic,) 
MY ‘logram No. 029 of 28rd September, 
At my farewell audience of Shah on 25th September I repeat i 

gaint dhuge of premnt Government's comple paces cannes 

ent h I have employed on ions Ne 

of 20th August and despatal NO178). aa at 

Shah replied as before that he feared and hated Bolsheviks, but that as we had 


deprived ourselves v i i 
ent etch selves of all power to defend Persia against them, he could not 


As I hear that Prime Minist 


Tehran, September 28, 1921. 


: stor, who was waiting to see the Shah whi 
yas vony badly resived; there is retson to balove thamnie Sr eeone 
ef and that is ty’ e lisati 
AB a or lis Majesty's fears have been arouse! by realisation 
__ Later inthe day he was annoyed and alarmed at learning that Mini 
without consulting him, hind arrested 4 number of people on esa Nae 
ina plot against Minister's life, and that he had even attempted to seize Manister 
of the Court, who isa candidate for premiership and friendly to us, and is known 
¢ obtains office, to dismi: ii Var, which, i ii 
a of, to dismiss Mineter of War, which indeed, is a 
miongst, those arrested is former Mutawalli Bashi, of the Shri 
whale tere incurred resentment of present Eee Mina Re setae 
Tals Khan when he imprisoned latter, Prime Minister is how obviously 
__ Neither of these persons is likely to be i i ists, whi 
AGHA Ue accne ames teks ome samnah 
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If further proof is obtained that Shab's attitude has really improved it might 
be possible to induce him to react definitely against Russian influence by promising 
te ee rites for his journey and oar help in obtaining from Government a. sum 
for hi travelling expenses, 

_ (Sent to India; copy to Bagdad.) 





[E 10874/2/34) No. 86. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received September 30:) 


(No, 541,) 
(Telegraphic) 
MY telegram No. 529 of 28rd September. 
On 24th September deputation from Medjliss’ asked Mushir-ed-Dowleh to take 
office, He refused for three reasons:— 


1. As six out of ten members of the. deputation belonged to Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’s 
party, he saw that majority in Medjliss did not really want him, but only approached 
fim because they thought it necessary to satisfy public, by whom he is highly 
respected, their true desire being that present Prime Minister should remain in 
power, Mushir felt he could not work with such a Medjliss, 

2 Virtual dictatorship of Minister of War makes it impossible task for 
decent person. 

3. He doss not know whether instructions which my successor will have received 
will allow of latter co-operating with liberal elements, here, and whether his 
Government would be able to obtain money. 


Tehran, September 28, 1921. 


Nosrat’s party were, of course, delighted with his refusal, and present: Prime 
Minister has now obtained a considerable majority in Medjliss. He has not, however, 
yet been able to reconstruct his Cabinet, in ‘which, owing to resignations, there are 
now several vacant. posts. . 

Fact is that, in spite of his majority organised by Nosrat's well-known methods, 
unparalleled corruption and incapacity of Government and their subservience to 
Russian Logation are causing widespread disgust and alarm amongst: more 
enlightened classes. i sak 

Thanks also to [1 group omitted] policy, situation in provinoes is worse than 
ever, Azerbaijan and Kurdistan are seething with discontent, disturbances ate 
expected in Kermanshah, there are troubles in, Hamadan, settlement) of ‘Gilan 
question is being delayed at behest of Russian Minister, and besides that, province 
oe Khorasan has ceased for the time at least, to form part of Persia. Bakhtiaris 
{nd tho south generally fear Bolshevik aggression, and results of disbandment: of 
South Persia Rifles, which have already appeared in Kerman (see my telegram 
No. 537 of 28th September, [ { group omitted] looks to us for lead, 

(Sent to India; copy to Bagdad.) 





[E 10918/25/34) No. 87. 
Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Gurzon of Kedleston.—(Recoived October 2.) 


No. 548.) 
(Telegraphic. Tehran, October 1, 1921. 

VHEN His Majesty's Minister took leave of President of the Counetl yestorday, 
later, who expeets to present reconstructed Cabinot to Medjliss to-day, made earnest 
appeal that Persian Government, should be allowed to purchase 3,000 rifles, eight 
guns and twenty machine guns from South Persia Rifles. 

Persian Government's plan for dealing with situation in Kerman and Fars, 
which will have been deprived of all means of preserving order by the end of this 
Thonth, 1s to endeavour to create a force from disbanded South Persia, Riflemen, 
but no arms will be available for this forgo if wish of His Majesty’s Government, 
expressed in your telegram No. 364 of 9th September, be adhered to. 

In view of rebellion in Gilan and Khorassan, and growing unrest in Kurdistan, 
with which Government is endeavouring to cope, not to mention outburst of robbery 
fv Kerman reported in Mr, Norman's telegram No, 587 of 28th September, and 


[7580} O89 
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communication made to President of the Council on receipt of your telegram No. 387, 
T consider a refusal to assist Persian Government at present juncture, followed 
perhaps by destruction of arms which it wishes to buy, would be regarded as an 
nfriendly act. Further, if His Majesty's Government permit purchase by Persian 
Government, risk of last 1,600 rifles falling into less trustworthy hands will ho 
avoided (see Mr, Norman's telegram No. 534 of 26th September). 

T therefore request authority to arrange with inspector-general for sale of arms 
and cortesponding ammunition to Persian Government. 

(Sent to India and South Persia Rifles, No. 94.) 





(JB 10919/25/34] No. 88. 


‘Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 2.) 


(No, 549.) 
‘Telegraphic, 
FOLLOWING from South Persia Rifles :— 


“ Governor-General of Fars has informed me yerbally that Prime Minister has 
now replied to his proposal for. retention of 1,000 South Persia Rifles in Fars at the 
province's expense (see my telegram of 16th September), to the effect that he is 
prepared o sation the Foposal if arms ean be obtained but that British Legation 
have refused to sell, Governor-General, who considers this matter extremely 
important, has asked Prime Minister to reopen the question with you. 

Governor-General states that unless proposal is accepted he cannot stay in 
Fars as chaos is inevitable, but that if 1,000 South Persia Rifles can be retained he 
hopes to be able to maintain some order. With Kawam's support I agree that this 
is possible, A’self-contained force of 1,000 men now remains in Fars, His Majesty's 
Government presumably would have no objection to giving equipment, horses and 
miles on payitent, andl only question fs.that of 700 rifles and ammunition for them 
and ammunition for Schneider guns, of which I have about 400 rounds, It is doubtful 
if the few who will stay for final disbandment will be able to ensure the destruction 
of arms and ammunition in possession of the last portion of the force, and there is 
no dotiht that the attempt to do so will arouse a storm of ill-feeling against us, which 
may make evacuation of last few British officers a matter of great difficulty and 
expose them to risk of life, 

“Tf not destroyed arms are likely to-be more dangerous than if handed to an 
organised force, 

“Tt should be borne in mind that when General Sykes arrived at Shiraz in 1916 
he took over gendarmerie force of about 2,000 men with some of Persian Government's 
arms and ammunition. No record exiats of the amount of the latter taken over, but 
itis cortain that some rifles disappeared through desertions and mutinies at Abadeh 
ani ator places, and 1 have now only 540 to hand back, which isthe amount shown 
in our books since records existed, On. this account alone I suggest that there is a 
moral obligation to leave in Fars the small force now asked for with the necessary 
arms and ‘ammunition, of which amount proposed is 700 rifles, 200,000 rounds of 
ammunition, and 450 rounds of Schneider, and as alternative is destruction suggest 
these should’be a gift. With gift of arms sanctioned, equipment and animals could be 
handed over at a Value and paid for by instalments. ‘If proposal approved anticipate 
disposal of other stores and evacuation of last British officers can be done without 
serious disturbance. 

‘ Considering the present feeling in Fars towards Tehran I am of opinion that 
there is little danger of arms being allowed out of the province. 1 consider the 
Tetenton‘of thie Cores efers some hope of avoiding inevitable:chags in Fars andl ot 
affording some security to British interests. Consul has seen and agreed as far as 
political matters are affected. 

“Very early reply requested, please.” 


Tehran, October 1, 1921. 


(Sent to India.) 
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[1B 1920/25/34] No. 89. 
Mr. Bridgenun to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 2.) 


No. 550.) 
Grelegeaphie) 

SEY immediately preceding telegam 

Following from South Persia Rifles -— 

“T feel very strongly that it is unfair to deliberately deprive people and Persian 
Government of all cliance of preserving some order in province when they are 
prepared to pay for the upkeep of necessary forco, besides being inimical to British 
Iiterests. Disbandment and disposal of assets has been carried out, so far with 
unexpected smoothness, and behaviour of South Persia Rifles has been beyond praise, 
Greater part of assets have already been disposed of either by evacuation or local 
sale with remarkably little loss to the Government, It appears to me niggardly and 

ttiness to refuse to hand over 700 rifles and ammunition which would otherwise 

fe destroyed. My task has been difficult and extremely unpleasant, and 1 would be 
very grateful if His Majesty's Government, could he persuaded to grant, this 
Tey Eiak, whioh would allow British officers to leave country. with some gratitude 
and. prestige.”” 


Tehran, October 2, 1921 


(Sent to India) 





1B 10878/76/34] No, 90, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr, Bridgeman (Tehran). 


0. 897, 

{relegraph ) Foreign Office, Octobor 4, 1921. 
Hin. NORMAN'S telegram No, 525 of ist September: Khoshtaria concession, 
You should put in another formal reservation against the illegal action 

contemplated by the Persian Government and inform your United States collengue 
Tat instructing His Majesty's Ambassador at Washington to inform State 

Department, 





(B 10920/25/34) Xo. o 


‘Dhe Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman ’(Lehran).. 


(No. 400.) eel 
(Telegraphic.) * Foreign Office, October 6, 1021 
YOUR telograms Nos, 548, 649, 550 of tst-and 2nd October, 4 
[am prepared to allow the Persian Government to purchase the 700 rifles, 
munitions equipment and animals referred’ to in Colonel Fraser's telegram (your 
No, 549) for the purpose of maintaining order in Fars, : 
‘When informing Persian Prime Minister of the above you should point out that 
‘our willingness to oblige hus been rendered very dificult by the recent attitude of tho 
Persian Government and Persian public opinion, in which it is desirable that there 
should be a complete change if favours are to be sought from Great Britain, 
(Repeated to India.) 





[E 11114/821/34) No. 92, 
‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir A. Geddes (Washington). 


{Se 1238, Secret.) ; 

ir, Foreign Office, Octuber 7, 1021. 
TD has been brought to my notice from a secret but veliable soureo that the 
Persian Government have instructed the Persian Minister at Washington to. endeavour 
to interest American capital in projected railway construction in Persia, 
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2, In view, therefore, of the possibility that the Persian Minister may shortly seek 
to negotiate a railway concession witli an American group, L think it desirable to place 
your Excellency in full possession of the facts relating to British prior rights, in the 
tnatter of railway construction at any rate, in Southern Persia, 

3, ‘The enclosed inemorandum, prepared in this Department, contains the text of 
Nost-ed-Din Shah's reseript of 1888 stating that no concession for a, southern railway 
would be granted to any foreign company without consultation with His Majesty's 
Govern tit Meche Oivetiosaaclural tice Mb armameerae Gaaniie ep Hiae eats 
construction of lines from Mohammerah to Khoremabad and from Kbanikin to Tehran 


ti which, affected 
States without obtaining the * views of the Government of the latter country” (see 
Mr, Dayisis letter of the 7th October, 1919), although the agreement did not infringe a 
ngle American interest, concession or claim, 
Tam, &o. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 92. 


Memorandum respecting Proposed Railway Construction in Persia, 


ON the 20th March, 1889, Sir Henry Drummond Wolf transmitted the followin, 
ongagetent-undertakon by Nast-edeDin, Shah with respect to railways in Persia, and” 
wih spallation to thane in tho south, 

2, ‘This document (excopt the postscript) was read out by Lord Morley in th 
Houye of Lords on the 22nd March, 1911 = iy Saks hes Noe = 


“Tho Sliah to the Minister for Foreign Affaire. 
‘(ranslation,) 

“His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
ae SS Of his Excellency Wolff the English Minister Plenipotenti 
Extriordinary's communications, information has been received, 
much astonishment. 

“Convey these commands to bis Excellency the Minister Plonipotontiary. 
Even give him this very antograph, in order that he may keep it and be satisfied 
that our former promise with regard to the priority of the Fea h Government 
over others in the construction of a southern. my to Tehran continues to hold 
good; and, certainly, wheneyer railway concessions in the north, &e,, are given to 
others, immediately a concession for a railway from ‘Tehran to Shuster, or such a 
cou, will be given to the English company, and of course, then the clauses and 
conditions will also be examined, in order that it be to our advantage and interest, 
and for the benefit of the comuerce of both parties ; and positively no southern 
railway, without consultation with the English Government, will be granted to any 

company. 


and Envoy 
it has caused 


it 
“Dated the 16th September, 1848. 


‘And it is clear that in Persia nobody will be jgauted permission to 


ilways, except it be solely commercial ones. We tay so now that they 
may know it,” 


3, On the 1st March, 1911, Sir George Barclay addressed the following note to 
the Persian Government colle for an option and for a port at Khor Musa, aud for 
rales uoetbeacds as far as Khoremabad, with a branch to Mohammerah if found 
desirable, 

4. 'The following is the text of the note — 

“M. le Ministre, March 31, 1911, 

“Tt svill doubtless not bave escaped the memory of the Persian, Government 
that in a rescript addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the 16th 
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September, 1888, His Imperial Majesty Nasr-ed-Din Shah gave priority to His 
Majesty's Government over others for the construction of a southern railroad, and 
4 positive assurance that no southern railway would be granted to any foreign 
company without consultation with His Majesty's Government. 

“ fis Majesty's Government feel that tlie essential need for railway construction 
in Southern Persia, not only for tie development of British trade with Persia, but 
but also for the prosperity of Persia herself, must be evident to the Persian 
Government. In particular, it would seem of the first importance to establish « 

wort at Khor Must, aud railway communication from that. place northwards, and 
is Majesty's Government, ate therefore desirous of obtaining a concession for this 
‘enterprise, 

Tam, aveordingly, asa first step towards the realisation of the project in 
‘question, instructed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary. of State for Foreign 
Affairs to apply, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, for an option from the 
Persinn Government for a concession for & port at Khor Musa and for a railway 
northwards. as far as, Khoresmbnd, with branch to Mohammerah, if found 
desirable, 

T feel confident that your Excellency will realise thet His, Majesty's Govern 
went, in making this application, are actuated as much by motives. of friendship 
towards Persia as by concern for the interests of British tradu, aud that the Persian 
Government. will give it their frvourable consideration, bearing in mind that the 

resent application is for an uption only, and that the details of the concession can, 
be dincuseed subsequently.” 


5. The Persian Government replied, on the 22nd April, 1911, as follows: 


“ (After compliments. 
“Of course British Goverument will not lose sight of definite wording of 
Nast-ed-Din Shah’s autograph letter, which is ws follows s— 


‘« Permission will never be granted to anyone to construct any other than a 
purely commercial railway in Persia,” . 

“Although benefits and advantages of railway construction are in. no way 
concealed to Persian Governinent, it is precisely from this point of view that 
Persinn Government, considers that it is excused from granting this option, 

“Having, however, earnestly in view development of the two countries, 
Persian Government's. wish is that it may be able to arringe for m railway in its 
‘own country, which will safeguard its political and economio interests, and to study 
‘question with regard to construction of a commercial railway which would be in 
Accordanoe with interests of the country, i 

“Tt is hoped that British Government, whose good relations and friendly 
fiulings towards this Government have always been highly appresiated, will be in 
sgretent with this legit ‘aim of Persian Government, and will show their 
good-will" 


6, Six G Barolay, on reovipt of this reply, asked the Persian Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs why the enterprise should be supposed to have other than a eommerdial 
charactar, and was informed that the Persian Government would be prepared to take 
into consideration proposals frou a British group for general railway construction in the 
country. ‘The good offices of His Majesty’ Government would, it was hoped, bo 
exerted to encourage w syndicate to come forward. a > 

7, Early in 1918, the Persian Railways Syndicate (Limited) obtained an option for 
a railway from Mohommerah to Khoremabad in the following terms, which was handed 
‘to the syndicate’s representative at Tehran on the 2nd Mareh, 1919: — 


“To Mr, Wood), director of the Imperial Bauk of Persia and representative of the 
Persian Railways syndicate. 


“Ta view of the numerous verbal discussions and the proposal which you, is 
representative of the Persian Railways Syndicate, have made to the Persian 
Government, I have the honour to inform you thit the Persian Government grants 
the right of option to the above syndicate for the construction of a railway: from 
Mohamierah, or some spot adjucent thereto, to Khoremabad, that is to say, eithor 
the above-mentioned syndicate shall build the railway in question by moans of a 
Joan, on conditions to be arranged hereafter by mutual consent, asa State railway 
at the expense of the Persian Government or the Persian Government, on 
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conditions to be arranged hereafter by mutual consent, shall grant the syndicate 
concession for the coustruction of the abovementioned railway.  Sinos, inorder 
to arive ata dession in the matter, ond for the draving up of the nesesary 
conditions, preliminary study and survey are necessary, the Persian Government 
in the above-mentioned study and survey from now in co-operation 
with fhe ayadicate und at the expense of the Persian Government, on the coudition 
that, if on’ the completion of the survey and study the Persian Government should 
Aecide to grant w concession for the construction of the railway by the syndicate, 
the syndicate refund to the Persian Government the expenses which that Govern- 
has incurred for the study and survey. Obviously the Persian Government 
will provide t its awn expense the means for protecting the engineers and 
surveyors, ‘The period of this right of option is from this date until the lapse of 
two years, within which period thy Persian Government shall communicate its 
decision to the syndicate; but the result of the survey with the necessary 
information must be submitted to the Persian Government six months before the 
end of that period, Should events af forve majeure hinder the operations of the 
surveyors, the period of the right of option and the period fixed for present 
the result of the survey will be prolonged for « period equal to that during which 
the above-mentioned operations have been delayed,” 


8, Owing to the disturbed condition of Arabistan and Luristan during the following 
few years, it was impossible to survey the whole of the proposed alignment, and the 
tyndicate obtained on the 19th March 1914, an extension of the time Hit contained in 
their first option, for “eighteen month from the date when the state of the districts to 
be surveyed perinits of the resumption of operations, (Sve Sir W, ‘Townley’s despatel: 
No. 82 of the 23rd March, 1914, Enclosure 2.) 

9. Eventually on the 10th January, 1920, Prince Firuz, Nosret-ed-Dowleb, then 
Minister for Foreign Affuirs, wrote a letter to the syndicate agreeing to the extension 
of the Mobommeral—Khoremabad line, sich extension tobe yoverned by the terms of 
the general option given to the Persian Railways Syndicate on the same date, ‘The 
Totter runs ns follows -—— 


“Following the option granted the Persian Railways Syndicate by my 
Government on tlie 24th Ribi-ol-Awal, 1991,* and tho Minister of Foreign 
Aftiirs’ letter of the (9th March, 1914.f 1 have the honour to inform you that 
my Government agree to the extension of the Mobammerah-Khoremabad line 
ned in the hove documents to connect with @ point on the prospeotive 
iTehran-Enzeli Railway, It is, however, tunderstood that the said 
extension shall be governed by the terms specified in the arrangements concerning 
tho propoved Khunikin-Tehran-Knzoli Railway.” 


10, ‘The general option for railway construction granted in January 1920 to the 
Persian Railways Syndicate is annexed for reference (see Enclosure 3). 

11. A memorandum written by Lord Curzon in Angust 1916 on the genoral 
question of railway policy in Persia, is annexed (ee Enclosure 4), Paragraph 8 deals 
with’ the Moharamrah-Khoremabad project, 

12, Tt will be seon ftom the above that Lord Curzon’s recollection as to the 
undertaking given to His Majesty's Government by Nast-ed-Din Shih is perfectly 
accurate, and we have constuntly reminded the Persian Government of this undertaking. 
We are, therefore, in a very strong position as regards railway construction in Southern 
Persis, Moreover, the delinite option grauted in 1918 to the Persian Roilways 
Syndicate and extended in March 1914 as stated in paragraph 8, entirely precludes the 
Persian Government from offering a concessiow fir railway construction in that part of 
Southern Persia to any foreign Government or group. 

reign Off 


G. P.C. 
October 4, 1921. 


+ Thi the orga option of March 1213, ne paragraph 7. 
itbia the tendiral referred to ix parageep 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 92 
Sir W. Townley to Sir H, Grey.—(Received April 2.) 
(No. 82:) 


Sir, Tehran, March 23, 1914. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 73 and to my telegram No, 90 of the 
1th and 2ist March respectively, [have the honour to forward to you herewith, copy, 
of aletter which the Minister for Foreign Affairs has addressed to the representative of 
the Railways Syndicate, agreeing to an extension by eighteen months of the Moham- 
merah-Khoremibad railway option period, 
T have, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


1 Minister for Koreign Affaire to Mr. H.W. Maclean. 


Sir, Tehran, March 19, 1914, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 7th instant, 
‘and to state in reply that your syndicate's request for an extension of the period 
of option for the preliminary, survey of the Arubistan Railway has received due 
consideration, r 

‘The Imperial Government appreciate the reason for which the ense of foree 
majeure is invoked, and they are prepared to abide hy the terms, of the Option Agres- 
ment dated the 24th Rabi-el-Awal, 1981, which covers such a contingency. and must 
‘lone constitute the criterion of thoir relations with the Persian’ Railways Syndicate, 

Th order, however, to facilitate matters and to co-operate with your principals, the 
Persian Government Will no objection--without prejudice of course to’ the 
provisions of the option—to such period of extension being fixed, in accordance with 
Your suggestion, at m inaximum of eighteen months trom the date when the state of 
the districts to be surveyed permits of the resumption of operations, 

Tt is understood that the syndicate’s engineers in common with thove of the 
Government. will use every effort to complete their work as expeditiously and 
economically as possible. 

Lam, &e, 
VOSSUGH-UD-DOWLEH. 


Buclosure 8 in No, 92. 
Persian Railways Syndicate (Limited) to Porcign Office —(Received January 20.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, ; London, January 19, 1920. 
AT the request of our chairman, Sir Charles Greenway, Bart., we bee to enclose 
herewith copies of four letters, the originals of which wore signed in Paris by the 
Persian Foreign Minister. 
: We have, &o, 
R. G. SHAW xp Co,, Seoretaries, 


(1) 
iater for Roreign Affairs to Persian Railways Syndicate (Limited). 


Sirs, January 10, 1920, 
FOLLOWING the option granted the’ Persian Railways Syndicate by my 
Goverviment oa the 24th Rabi-el-Awal, 1931, and the Minister of Foreiga Affhirs’ 
letter of the 19th March, 1914, I have the honour to inform you that my Government 
agree to the extension of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad line mentioned in the above 
documents to connect with a point ov the prospective KhanikinTehrah-Enveli 


(7580) P 
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Railway. Tt is, however, understood that the said extension shall be. governed by the 
terms specified in the arrangements concerning the proposed Khanikin—Tehran-Enzeil 
Railway. 
Tam, &e. 
FIROUZ, 


Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Pérsian Railways Syndicate (Limited). 


Sins, January 10, 1920: 

REFERRING to the memorandum of the 2d December, 1919, forwarded to me 
by S Pearson and Son (Contracting Department) (Limited), with reforence to. the 
construction by your syndicate of railways in Persia, I now have the authority to reply 
thereto as follow 











1, My Government are glad to take note that. the Persian Railways Syndicate has 
been strengthened by the association with it of Messrs. Vickers and Armstrong- 
Whitworth. They recognise the right of the Persian Railways Syndicate in connection 
with the construction of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Ting under the terms off the 
option of thé 24th Rabi-el-Awal, 1381, und of the Minister of Foreign Affairs’ letter of 
the 19th March, 1914, 

| 2, The Persia Government, moreover, grant to. the Porsian Railway, Syndicate 
(Kina) te right of option for the eoneteution and equipment of « railway from 

hhanikin to Tehran, vik Kermanshah, Hamadan, Kazvin, with branch to Enzeli on the 
Caspian Sea, or from Khanikin to Hamadan and ‘Tehran by such other route as may 
ultitnately be decided after gurvey, provided in any casé that railway live shall be 
extended’ vit Knzvini to Enzoli on the following conditions — 














Persian Government, if construction is undertaken as a 
1 Government ; or 
Such company 












8. Thy primary, plans and extintey for, the railways, mentioned in, pars: 
seupha 1 and 2 shall be submitted to the Persian Govermoent within eighteen months 
from this date, subject to such reasouable wxtension of time as nay be agreed upon by 
Bot partes a8 necevsary owing :o posible dilutes avis fom Yoree majeur, and 
in one year thereatter the Persian Government shall either :— 
(@) Decile to have the 
mentioned ; or 
i) to the syndicate a concession for the construction and working, of 
railway on customary and acceptable terins as may be agreed, 








ay built as a State railway in manner’ above 











4, Tu the event that the railways should be constructed and equipped as State 

by tho syndicate for the account of the Persian Government, payment for the 
igs (together with an agreed percentage for the profit of the syndicate) shall 
muds by the issue from time to time as the njoney inay be required by the syndicate, 
of Persian Government Bonds bearing an agreed rate of ihterest, with capital amortisable 
Ait fixed lites, and secured by the necessary guarantees, or in such other manner as 
may be agrved, 

‘Th the event of the syndicate being granted concessions for the said railways, the 
Persian Government will guarantee the finaficial requirements on such terms as niay: be 
necessary and practicable, 
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3, If therailway or railways areran as State railways the syndicate shall have the 
right to work them on behalf of the Persian Government for a period of years on terms 
to be arranged. 

6. For the purpose of survey, construction and working of the said railway, the 
syndicate shall be entitled'to the free use of all roads and bridges, aud shall be entitled 
to carry passengers, goods and materials which may be required for railway, work. I 

7, Should the Persian Government, after the expiry of the periods of time 
mentioned in article 8, decide not to construct the railways ax State’ railways, and 
should the syndicate not be agreeable to accepting a coricession on reasonable: and: 
practicable terms, then the Persian Government shall give notice that after six months 
following the above-mentioned period they will take over the plans und surveys and 
pay for them a price equal to the cost thereof and interest thereon. 

Please write me a formal acceptance of these terms, 





















Tam, &e. 
FIROUZ. 




























(3) 
Persian Minister for Foreign Ajfuirs to Persian Railtoays Syndicate (Limited). 


Dear Sins, January 10, 1920. 

REFERRING to the paragraph 6 of my letter of this date, granting the Persian 
Railways Syndicite the freo ube of all roads and bridges in connection with the 
construction of the railway and its work, it is hereby noted that the ayndioate willl be 
allowed the following fucilities with regard to the rights-of-way -— 


If the Inds required to constitute the rights-of-way or to be used fox the building 
of works operating plants, ations, &, are Stato property, their uso will be allowe 
the railway free of charge if they’ are not cultivated, of if euttivated a reasouablo | 
hargo will he made in the owners inteest, If, however te Inde belong to private 
individuals, the syndicate shall agree with the ownetw' as to the. price to be paid, but 
tho owners will in no ease bs allowed to exact a price exceedirig that ordinarily charged 
in the province, ‘ 

sto all other mntoxiala and facilities which the syndioae may. reguite for the 
survey, construction, and working of the railway, if these materials belong. to the 
Stato, the Persian Government hereby agree to furnish them either free of charge oF 
ir tages here thong have an established monetary value, at seudonable price, And 
if the above-mentioned materials and facilities ‘are controlled by. private ownorship 
the Persian Government agres to use their good offices in favour’ of the syndicate, 
Securing ther on rentable terms an pees ordinarily current in the respective 
districts, 
























Tam, &. 
FIROUZ, 











(4) 


Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to 














ian Railways Syndicate (Limited), 


Dear Sirs, January 10, 1920. 
RERERRING to the agreement mado with you for the prospective construction of 
the KhanikinTehran-Bnzslt Railway, T note that the syndicate is anxions to have the 
Tight to exploit tho available water powers which way be needed in connection with the 
construction and operation of the said line. Es 2 
While 1 agree in the necesity to furnish, every fuslity to the syndicate for the } 
execution of the contemplated railway priject, and I am ready to tindertake, in due 
course, all practicable plans to that end, I am, however, constrained to note the } 
following’ consideration :— | 


‘he proposition above referred to. of such epuples nator and. vas ebope in. ite | 










































‘ble ihterforonoe with the property xighta of individuals, and with the munioipal 
Thvereste and public utilities of various districts, for which certain concessions have 
Already been granted to other parties, that I find it impossible to came to a definite 
desision upon the matter at. present. T, however, belioye that the bos means for 
reconciling the urgent nveds of the proposed railway in this respect with the above 
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consideration is for the syndicate to send a hydro-electric expert: to Persia with the 
Railway Survey Commission who is to start shortly for that country, to make a survey 
of the water-pover sits in the vicinity of the projected railway line F 

As it is the desire of my Government that the railways should be worked in the 
‘most economic manner, [ean assure you that, after the report of the water-power expert 
has been subinitted, they. will be willing to make « favourable decision within the 
limits dictated by the urgent needs of the railway and the interests of the country. 

Tam, &e. 
FIROUZ, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 92, 


Bunder Abbas-Kerman Railway. 
(Memorandum by Lord Curzon.) 


{ HAVE purpossly kept back these papers for a little, because, just as I was 
beginning to note, there came along a file with a Nushki-Seistan Railway scheme, and 
it seemed desirable to place the two projects in relation to each other, though each can 
fairly. be considered on its own merits, 

2, Te war sooms likely to haye two results in the Middle East: (1) the super- 
session of the Auglo-Russian Agreement of 1907 by some:new arrangement, more in 
consonance with British interests and with the needs of the time; (2) the enlargement 
of the British sphere, as hitherto defined, by the inclusion in it, whether formal or 
informal, of much of tho present neutral zone, Any sch rearran 
to partition in a veiled form, aud, whatever we do, it vill be interpreted by Russia as 
giving hey a right to conéolidate her influence in the Russian sphere in a manner that 
‘will {all little short of a protectorate, One of the instruments of this policy. will be the 
construction of a number of railways in the north, designed in the political, comme: 
and strategical iuterest of Russia, and intended to rivet her hold upon the northern 
as (a) I believe that a Russian railway has already been opened to ‘Tabriz; 
6 


b) a line from Baku vid Resht to ‘Tehran will follow, and his already been applied for ; 

railway connection will be established (from Aakabad or elsewhere) with Meshed, 

H these schemes the second is the most important, We eannot stop it, though T hope 

wo shill not find any part of the money or treat it as a part a Traut-Persian echeme— 

4 praeat to which T trust that we shall give ess evintenauce than wo did before 
the war, 

8, Railway communication between Europe aud India is likely in the long run to 


gone, But what will be, or ought to be, the geographical line adopted is still uncertain. 
Te tey Be HAN palit pnt tstal LSU OG AU HeRistaG) ol iiahionse He bela 
ought not, in my opinion, to yo ont of our way to encourage the connection. It can 
add nothing to the advantages, and uy add e great deal to the risk of our position in 
India, Tho traus-Persian scheme, with which the late Government coquetted, and to 
which they went perilously near to committing His Majesty's Government, is for the 
time being in abeyance, I trust that nothing may be done from this end) co revive it. 
When the Russians have consolidated their political and military position in) Northern 
Persia, they will want. to push railways from Tebran to Ispabian, aud from Tehran to 
Yurd or even Kerman, Buc thay will not be for wapy years, and in the meantime we 
should, in my judgment, abstain from compromising’ ourselves on these larger and 
speculative issues, 

4, The question of applying for a Bunder Abbas-Kerman railway falls into a 
different category, and is recommended in these papers as a form of reply to n 
proposed Russian concession in the North, It should be looked ut from several 
points of view. 

5, Tam unable to gather from the papers what hus bappened to the Mohammerah— 
‘Rhonsabd project, which bas hitherte held the feld'ad the Bettiah remly il the: South 
to any Russiau railroad advance in the North, but T infer that the surveys are held in 
abeyanes because of the disturbed state of the country since the outbreak of war. I 
have never been very enthusiastic about this railway, because (a) the physical difficulties 
when it enters the mountains will be great ; (b) it seems to me to enter Persia from 
the wrong direction ; (¢) it oan only be effective or successful if it forme a part of a 
scheme fir bringing South-West Persia under British influence, a scheme which seems 
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tome to have become much more difficult from the moment when Ispahan was most 
unbsppily included in the Russian sphere: 

ea Caltupother hsoa tltag thet cesule Sr aie ceca a ee reece Onna 
and to hold Bagdad, and to consolidate our position in South-West Persia—in connection 
with the oil wells or for other reagons—then such a railway, or at any rate the earlier 
sections of it, may become inievitable, and it should not be dropped. 

7. These remarks are pertinent, because T see from Mr: Greenway's letter that it is 
the sime syndicate which has hitherto held the Mohammerah concession thit is now 
interested in the Bunder Abbas-Kerman project, and that one of the conditions of 
proceeding with the latter is that the syndicate should be rehnbursedl the 10,0001, 
trbioh tie bayal already, spent-on alsvaye hie theltircsen 

8, This seems to me a very unsatisfactory position, for (1) it indicates a lack: of 
polly which is hardly vo be admired (2) i implies that wean only gt one relay 
by dropping the other. Why should this be the case? And it it be the case, surely 
there ought to be a careful balance of the merits of the two before a decision in 
favour of one or the other 1$ arrived qt, 1 can find no trace of auch 9 discussion in 
these papers. 

'3t Passing to the Bunder Abbas: Kerman prcit on its i eit, Ta nob lear 

ther it is now advocated merely as a diplomatic rejoinder to’ Russian concession 
from Baku to Tehran, or a a commercial proposition, or ns a strategio move, intended 
in the last resort to bar the completion of a ‘Turco-Persian Tine, either in the direction 
‘of Nushki or to some Gulf port to the east of Bander Abbas, such ax Chahbar, 

10, IFit is put forward merely as a diplomatic rejoinder not intended to materialise 
at the present time, it is obviously only a pieos of make-believe, with no value exeopt 
the latent rights of revival which might be inherent in it, and which might have a 
positive value one day in the future, 

11. Tf, on the other hand, the line possesses a commercial value such aa will justify 
Gia coumarhtisa ax a Tusibes mropeatlon Euie voeiG oles tate) Ae nyt nce 
of trade. I cannot recall having seen it dong, Moreover, its commortial effect has to 
be considered upon a pole future extension of tho Nusbki Ralvay bayond Dalbandi, 
for both lines would then be competing for the trade of East Porsin and Khorasan, with 
a probable desided advantage (owing to the existence of maritime baao at Dunder 
Abbas) to the Kerman : 

12, If, thirdly, the line is to be viewed strategically, it powosses the unquestionable 
advantage of diverting the Russian spearhead (i, the Teliran-Yeud-Kernun railway 
of the future) at a spot whore it would be pointed straight towards India, and twisting 
it round in a direction where the prolongation would be under British control, and’ in 
the last resort, at Bander Abbas, under the guns of the British fleet,  Ryom thir 
point of view it might be ah advantage to Great Britain to anticipate tho future: by 
the construction of auch a line, 

18, Therm is tho secondary stratepical advantaye, uasuming the entire east of 
Persin to fall ultimately, as seems inevitable, under British protection, that we should 
be able to reinforce our position at Kerman by direct maritime connection with India, 

14, These arguments may be held on the whole to justify « pursuance of the 
present proposal, though the prospect should not bs lost sight of that when the Russian 
Euvernment has carried, iit ever does carry, ite trans-Persian line vib Yead to Kermau, 
resentment may be expressed ala maritime outlet so unconcerned with Russian 
ambitions or interests as Bunder Abbas, and pressuré may be put upon the British 
Governinent of the day to agree to a more easterly prolongation from Kerman, ‘This, 
however, relates to a future still remote, and belongs to the region of speculation, 

15, Thave said nothing about the financial aspect of the case, which is not. oven 
alluded to in these papers, “How or with what resoueus, o subject to what guarantees 
the railway would be constructed, if it is really proposed to construct it at all, has not 
been indicated, 

CURZON, 

August 24, 1916. 
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Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 8.) 


Ne 500) 
elegraphio.) Ry Tehran, October 6, 1921 
UME MINISTER informs me that Colonel Mahomet Taqi was killed in an 


aflray near Riechan between gendarmes and local irregulars put in motion by orders 
of Persian Government, i 


‘This should strengthen position of Prime Minister. 
(Repeated to India.) 
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Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 7.) 


{a Rt 
PR 


re Tehran, October 6, 1921. 
.ERIME MINISTER has practically completed reconstruction of his Cabinet. 
T will telegraph names as soon as possible, 
sonst time’ Minister asked me to use my influence to obtain from Imperial Bank of 
Persia a further advance on this year's oil royalties, which, he says, can well stand 
Hee anneen ol Hat ‘informed me evar ey that he strongly favours an immediate 
ce rsian Government of 150,000, quest y opini i 
crn of 15 and requested my opinion as to its 
have to-day told Prime Minister and bank mana, 8 
al ger that, as far as T am con- 
Gemed, they are at liberty to make a. commercial arrangement of the kind suggested 
is regards this yedr's royalties, I felt justified in doing this by your telegram 
No. $01, My reasons for thinking Prime’ Minister should bé helped: ate -— 
4. He buns the support of Mediis 
2. 1 know no one to take his place, if he should relinquish pow: c 
than he of handling energetically so dificult-a situation 4s the prosint. 


No other Government could be formed without e ce 
Tey jut some cash advance as 


Tt must ho borne in mind that apart from oi i 
part from oil revenue the total income 
ment is only 10,0000. & month, a 
dvance to he made to Persian Government please arran 

accordingly with Imperial Bank of Bersia, but in that case it would be only fair to 
tell the Prime Minister on what conditions he could expect an advance.” 
Hon gtommed Taai's death simplifies the position in Khorassan, but with rebel 
ion still unquelled in Gilan and: disorders elsewhere, Prime Minister is not in a 
Position to promise much just al present in the matter of reform. 

’ fe advance of 150,007, will enable army to be kept going for 
month, 'my constitutes the only menns of restoring orden’ ne 1°" another 
inter ae, Miniter means to reduce army expenditure drasticall 

i n permits and also to cut down Civil Seryi e 
comininicate to me tater Siaensae Gane 
Administration, 

Prime Minister asked me to disbelieve reports that he 
Bolsheviks, explaining that it is impossible fora man of 
Communistic doctrines. This, L think, is true. 

. He must, of course, avoid rapture with Russians, 
attitude. I said that we wish Persian relation: 

(Repented to Tndia,) 


My as soon ax 
algo to cut ; ins promi: 
his ideas for introducing permanent reforms ia ae 


ie is in close relations with 
his ideas to sympathise with 


ins, and means to adopt. a neut 
with Russia to be friendly 
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[1B 11168/2/34) No, 95. 
Indlia Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 10.) 


Sir, India Office, October 8, 1921. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despateh from 
the Political Resident, Bushire, respecting Bakhtiari affairs, ae 

am, &. 
FB. W. DUKE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 95. 


Lieutenant-Colonel A. P, Vrevor to the Government of India, 


y Bushire, August 18, 1921. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Govern- 
ment of India, a copy of an interesting note by Captain E, G. B, Peel on Bakhtiari 
licy with special reference to. the proposals now under consideration for using 
klitiari as a bulwark against Bolshevism. ‘ 
2. As this is the first intimation I have had of the proposals mentioned in 
paragraph 14 of the note, T do not fel qualified to make any comment 
ave, 
A. P, TREVOR, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Political Resident. 


Sir, 


Enolosure 2 in No, 95, 
Note on Bakhtiari Potioy. 


I HAD in any case intended to prepare, for the guidance of my successor, w 
note defining cortain fundamental principles which should, in my opinion, form the 
basis of any scheme which has for its object the development of Bakhtiari and the 
furthering of British interests in that. country, “The infrequent opportunities of 
personal consultation between His Britannic Majesty's Minister and the vice-consul 
at Ahwaz, who has his finger on the pulse of Bakhtiars thought and feeling, tend 

ive undue prominence to the activities of the senior khans in ‘Tehran, whos 
words and actions rust inevitably conform to the shifting political currents of 
Tehran, and provide an additional reason for a comprehensive statement of 
Bakhtiari policy as viewed from the South. But it is only now, when I learn that 
His Britannic Majesty’s Minister has under consideration certain concrete proposals 
for utilising Bakhtiari as a bulwark against Bolshevism which seem to me. to be 
pregnant with dangerous possibilities, tliat I am impelled to record my views without 
delay in the hope that they will receive full consideration before the proposals T 
have referred to are carried into effect. eA i 

2 ‘There is a grave danger lest our general policy in Bakhtiari be sacrifond to 
our relations with Sirdar Zaffar as an individual, and Tam anxious, first of all, to 
explode the legend of (1) our deep obligation to him, and (2) bis powerful infuence 
in the Bakhtiari tribe, a legend to the growth of which I confess that I have 
contributed no small share, : H 

8, My consistent advocacy of support for Sirdar Zaflar during 1918 was due 

tly to ignorance of local conditions, but chiefly to a desire to avoid swapping 
horses while crossing the stream, It will also be remembered that in 1912 His 
Britannic Majesty's Minister had approved of an arrangement whereby Sirdar 
Yang was to be virtual dictator for five fears, and to be allowed to liandle the 
reventes of the country without sharing any surplus profits amongst the individual 
members of the two ruling families. In spite of much opposition from the other 
hans the same arrangement continued during the iikhaniship of Sirdar Mubtashan, 
and later, of Sirdar Zafar until the latter's hand was forced in June and July 1919 
at the conference of the khans in Ispahan. Tt would haye heen difficult to make any 
other arrangement until the conclusion of the war, and having accepted the principle 
‘of a dictatorship we were compelled to support it until further notice, 
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Sirdar Zaffa made himself Ukhani in the summer of 1917 with the assistance 
of Sirdar Ashjaa, Amir Mujahid and Sirdar Fatih, but his appointment was never 
recognised by his other brothers and cousins. It’s not the coup itself which is 
difficult, in Persia. but the retention of one's position after the coup, and so Sirdar 
Zaffar found at the end of three months. ‘The other senior khans not caring to strain 
further their relations with His Britannic Majesty's Legation by. openly’ opposing 
Sirdar Zafar, secretly did their best to thwart him and found a willing tool in 
Amir Mujahid. In ‘the winter of 1917, Sirdar Zaffar informed His Britannic 
Majesty's consul-general, Ispahan, that he could not leave for the garmsir®—the true 
test of an Tikhani’s authority—without funds, ‘These were supplied by the British 
Government, On his arrival at Ahwaz he declared that be inest, resign unless he 
receiyed more support from us, and asked for rifles, ammunution, a loan of 10,000 
tomans—only a traction of which was ever repaid—and the loan of two mountain 
guns, for the long projected expedition against the Kubgilus. All these he received. 
The success of that expedition was only partially due to the efforts of the Ikhani 
and Tibegi, who, fearing failure, sat at Behbehan and left the entire responsibility 
to four of the younger khans and to His Britannic Majesty's vice-consul. It was 
during the last few weeks of the expedition that Amir Mujahid, realising that the 
War in France was going in our favour, wrote to Sirdar Zaffar and suggested that 
they should unite in rendering some signal service to the British. ‘The arrival of this 
Jetter coincided with the siege of Shiraz and Abadeh, and at my request Sirdar 
Zafar wired to Amir Mujahid to proceed at once to Abadeh with 500 sowars and 
effect its relief, News of its relief arrived on the day on which this telegram 
reached Ispahan, At the same time, Sirdar Zaffar had offered to place a force of 
500 sowars at our disposal (provided, of course, that the necessary funds were forth- 
coming), and a tnotith later the British mit decided to avail itself of this 
oifer (0 the extent of 500 sowars to be stationed in Chahar Mabal, and to be used to 
suppress unruly elements in Bakhtiari and on the Ispahan border. ‘These sowars 
proved vary expensive to us but profitable to Sirdars Zaffar and Ashjaa. Their pay 
Was stopped! in March 1919 at the close ofthe financial year, 

0 the meantime the armistice had been signed, and realising that Sirdar 
Zasfar was a more expensive luxury as Tkbani than the British Government could 
afford, L was anxious for him to find some other field for his activities, Colonel 
Haig favoured him ay Governor of Tspahan, and we all proceeded to Tehran to try 
and arrange matters, Ultimately, however, Sirdar Jang became Governor of 
Tspahan, and Sirdar Zaffar was given Yezd while continuing to hold the position of 
Ukhani, Sirdar Zaffar was asked to co-operate fully with Sirdar Jang in suppress- 
ing brigandage in the Ispahan district, and promised a high British order if he did 
80. His co-operation was only halithearted, but be received a KBE. for his 


Conference of the leading khans at {spahan in June-July 1919, after the 
suppression of the brigands, Jaffar Quli and Reza duzdani by Siedars Jang and 
Assad, convinced Sirdar Zaffar that he was ina mitiority of one, and with a bad 
race he consented to put his seal to the “ Commission Agreement.” which restated 
the equal rights of the two ruling families; Sirdar Zaflar had no intention, of 
co-operating in a schenie which offered’ him so little opportunity of enriching himself, 
and he and Sirdar Ashjaa resigned in the early winter of 1919. Until the next 
conference of khans in Ispaban in the summer of 1920, Bakhtiari was virtually 
without a Government, and it was only due to an excellent harvest and the severe 
handling which the Kubgiliis had received in 1918 that serious disturbances did not 
oocur, 

7. For the last thirty years Sirdar Zaffar has heen a. disruptive force in 
Bakhtiari polities, Tt has always been his seoret and at times openly-expressed 
ambition to make himself supreme in Bakhtiari at the expense of his brothers and 
cousins: Tt was with this object in view that he himself introduced the system of 
* bastagan ’” (followers), which compelled the other khans to follow suit, and is now 
the curse of the country, and the yearly dole of 2,000 maunds of grain to the 
tribesmen, Tt is with this object thai he has courted in turn the fayour of Muzaffar- 
ud-Din Shel, the Russians, the Zill-us Sultan and his sons, who are the hereditary 
enemies of his family, and, during the war, the British Government. His efforts 
have culminated in his recent attempt to seize Bakhtiari for himself with thé support 
of Seyed Zia-nd-Din, a plan which, however justifiable from the point of view of the 


+ Winter quarters. 
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Persian Government, must to anyone who can view it through Bakhtiari eyes, appear 
the height of treachery in one of their own number, 

8. Fortunately perhaps for Baklitiari, Sirdar Zaffar carries within himself’ the 
seeds of his own failure, and if the Tepresentatives: of His Britannic Majesty's 
Government ever decide to make Sirdar Zafar their instrament for carrying out a 
progressive policy in Bakhtiari, I am convinced that they will'one day bitterly regret 
their decision. “His wayward temper, childish ncquisitiveness, reckless extrava- 
gance and general instability, mark him out for ultimate failure, and hp is not 
likely to improve now that he is over 60 years of age. ‘That he holds an honourable 
title and a high position among the khans is due rather to the united efforts of his 
family and his clan than to his own character or abiition, During the last three 
months he had done his best to discredit Sirdar Mohtasham by inciting his own 
“bastagan”’ to rob and pillage in the Ispahan district, This is, of course, the 
time-honoured procedure for obtaining the Governorship of Ispahan, on which he 
has for the moment set his heart, 

9. Apart from the revenues of his own estates, which are considerable, he is 
drawing 2,000 tomans a month from Yezd and 1,000 tomans ftom Kerman, but still 
he'is not content. If he were given’ Bakhtiari and Ispahan to-morrow he would 
want Fars the next day, and the day after would be seriously proposing that he should 
found a dynasty in Persia. I say this inno jesting spirit, ‘There are only two 
courses open to us with regard to Sirdar Zaflar, One is to secure him a Governor- 
ship as far from Bakhtiari as possible, the other is to ignore his claims, whon he will 
very soon make his peace with the other khans and endeayouy to obtain hy cajolery 
Whitt he cannot obtain by force. 

10, I believe that our interests in Bakhtiari are likely to suffer serious damage 
from subjectively: conceived schemes which are based on a view of what is caleulated 
primarily to further those interests. ‘The snfe method is to ascertain the root cause 
of the trouble and apply the remedy with a sole eye to the true intorests of Bakhtiar! 
itself und only. then shape our policy to tect altered conditions. ‘Treatment is to be 
ayoided, and aboye all any attempt by taking advantage of a crisis, to impose our 
will on Bakhtiari in return for our support during the crisis, ‘The history of the 
Anglo-Persian Agreement shows to what an extent the most excellent intentions are 
capable of misinterpretation. by a sensitive people, more especially when. skilful 
exiomy propaganda ts at work, "Progress must be slow, and Balehtinvi must in the 
long tun be left’ to work out her own salvation with the assistance of such disin. 
terested advice as we feel disposed to give hon, but it is not unlikely that the younger 
hans will take the lajvs into their own bands if reforms.are delayed much longer. 

11 Whether under « weak ora strong Central Government, Bakhtiari friend: 
ship is too important an asset for us to be able to adopt an opportunist policy with 
regard to her. Under the former it needs all our influence to restrain. the khins 
from pursuing a pan-Bakhitiari policy, in Persia: under the: latter, the khans rely, 
‘on our good offices to prevent themsolves being exploited and crippled by the Central 
Government. A policy. which one day allows us to discuss with the khans measures 


for the practical partition of Persia among Bakhtiaris and only a Aas later to stand 
h 


aside and watch the Persian Government eae to crush the khans with the 
aid of one of their own number mist inevitably pander to those vices in the’ khans 
which it is our duty and our interest to suppress, and must eventually undermine 
their confidence in our motives. 

12, Much can be achieved with co-operation, but very little without it, Ttatay 
be taken as axiomatic that any scheme will depend for its success on the extent. to 
which it upholds the claims to equality of the two rival families. The Commission 
Agreement to which I have referred above, and which represents the first inited 
effort ofthe Khas to work out their own-salvaion/emplntaes tn card ner points :— 


(@) The fundamental equality of the two rival families, whether within or 
without Bakhtiari, an 

(0.) Phe regeneration of the Ill from whom the Khans oltinitely devive their 
strength, 


15. The chief obstacles to the progress of the Tl are the continued absence of 
the leading khans, who raise their money in Bakhtiari and for the most part spend it 
outside the country, and the system of “ bastagan,” tinder which hordes of retainers 
batten on the khans themselves and on the wretched peasantry, and of whom under 
existing conditions the khans cannot rid themselves even if they would. What is 

[75801 a) 
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Wanted is a change of system. I have long advocated the resignation of all outside 
Governorships and the making of a strentions effort to reduce the ‘* bastagan,” bit 
yas unable to sectire a recognition of these two points in the Commission Agreement. 
Events, however, haye moved since then and the Bolshevik menace has brought. the 
hans to their senses. ‘The Samsam-us-Saltaneh and Sirdar Ashjaa have now been 
instrnoted by the Ikhani and Ibegi to negotiate with the Persian Government with 
4 View to the resignation of all outside Governorships provided this can be done in 
such a way as to prevent serious loss of prestige to themselves. Once this happens 
most of the leading khang will return to their homes and the reduction of the 
« bastagan wil be fallitated, singe the ebief objet of the later isto protect the 
interests of their patrons during their absence, while the presence of a number of the 
senior khans will deter the ““bastagan” from seriously opposing the reduction of 
their own numbers. 

14, Lunderstand that the following specific proposals are now under discussion 
in Tehran : 


(1.) (@) Sirdar Zaffay to be made Governor of Ispahan, with Samsam-us- 
Saltaneh as Tkhani, or 

(b,) Sirdar Zaffat to be made Mkhani, with Sirdar Mohtasham as begi, the 
{ormer alternative being preferred, 

(2) The organisation of a Bakehtias! police force, strength 700, under British 
officers, 

8.) Bakhtiari revenue system to be controlled by political officer, 

:) The possible setting of the commission’ advocated by His Britannic 

Majesty's vice-consul, Ahwaz, in 1919. 

(5.) Financial assistance for first two years to enable the khans to raise a 
Bakhtiari force; 

(6.) Bakhtiari to include Chatiny Mahall, Burburud and Kubgila, 

7.) Aniglo-Persian Oil Company to offer the khans a 5 per cent, royalty instead 
‘of a 3 per cent. Harsholaing, if at the énd of two years the ie force 
hias come into being, 


15. T have the following criticismis to offer on these proposal: 


U strongly advocate the renunciation of all outside Governorships by the khans 
as caloulited to effect a concentration instead of a diffusion of their strength, and 
to remove the most fruitful cause of dissension between the two rival families. Lf, 
however, it is decided for other and more cogent reasons that the khans should 
continue to hold their Governotships, [consider that there are grave objections to 
the appointment of Sirdar Zaflar to Ispahan. Ispahan. is too important stra 

cally and too close to the home of the Bakhtiaris for a disintegrating influence Ii 
Sirdar Zafiar to be left there, ‘The only Goveruorship for which he i suited is 
Kerman, which is sufficiently far from Bakhtiari, and where failure would not haye 
such serious effects as failure at Ispahan, If Sixlar Zaffar goes to Kerman, Yezd 
should be given to Amir Mujahid, 


16. Tt seems not to be generally recognised that the leading personality amongst 
the Bakhtiari khans after Rarrmeenel Itaneh is the present Sirdar Assad, and it is 
because 1 am convinced that in the event of trouble in. the north his presence will be 
required nearer the centre of Bakhtiari activities that L haye no compunction in 
suggesting his replacement at Kerman hy Sirdar Zaffar, Sirdar Assad possesses 
enough public spirit to give up Kerman without demur if pressed to do so by the other 
senior khans, and if it is pointed out to him that the situation demands it, He 
enjoys immense prestige amongst the Balshtigr tribesmen as 8 whole partly because 
he is the eldest son of the Into Sitdar Assad, but chiefly owing to his capacity for 
leadership, Tt-will not have been forgotten that Sirdar Assad was specially sent for 
by Sirdar Jang in the spring of 1919 to assist in capturing Jaffar Quli and Reza 
Juzdani. He came Without hesitation, although there was no particular reason why 
he-should have done so, and it was due largely to his inspiration and example that 
the tribesmen were induced to assault and carry the strongly fortified and well 
defended village of Qudrijan. 

17. Samsam-us-Saltanch should remain in Tebran as long as his freedom is not 
in danger, but if compelled to leave he should return at once to Bakhtiari and would 
naturally resume the office of Tikhani, with Amir Mufakham as his Ubegi. Until 
then there is nto reason why the Samsiim should not be represented by Musteza uli 
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Khan as at present. The latter and Amir Mufakdath are an excellent’ combination. 
Daring their tenure the situation in Kuhgilw anid on the Lynch road has been better 
than T have ever known it, Dr. Young has found them most satisfactory to deal with 
in all matters affecting the oil company, and I personally have never had a more 
cordial reception or found such  reascrinble spirit animating every discussion, | I 
know also that they are prepared loyally to accept and carry out ny pling which 
His Britannic Majesty's Minister ‘may concert with Saihsam-usSaltaneh and 
Sirdar Ashjaa, 

1S. My own services were spevially requisitioned from the Indian Government 
by Major Noel in 1917 to assist in raising a police force in Bakhtiari, ov a levy, bs it 
Was then termed, and I have since been at. some pains to investigate the possibilities 
of such force, 

19. 1 take it that the situation which such a force is required to cope with ig 
not an invasion of Persia by Bolshevik troops, for which much more comprehensive 
measures would be necessary, but a pro-Bolshevik émeute in Tehran and the neigh- 
bourhood, which might be expected to react unfavourably on the Ispahan district 
and on Bakhtiari dependencies such as Burburud and Kuhgilu, 

‘The first question that arises is whether British officers allocated to such a force 
would be invested with executive powers or not, I understand that this was the 
rock on which recent negotiations for the reorganisation of the Persian army split, 
and the rock would prove a much more formidable one in Bakltiarl ving to the 
strength of the feudal system which obtains there, I believe that the experience of 
the war has shown that Persian tribesmen fight best under their own leaders and 
that it is extremely difficult to instil into them the discipline which British officers 
would be compelled to try and enforce, ‘The police would almost inevitably be 
recruited from the ranks of the bastagan. An individual marked out for punishment 
would at once seek redress from his patron, and if a British officer invoked the 
authority of the Tkhani and Tbegi and obtained their support the Iatter would at 
once be involved with the patron in question, 

20. Another difficult question is that of plunder, which all tribesmen look upon 
as their legitimate reward for risking life and property in bale. 

21. But, apart from these minor objections, 1 am convinced that to put under 
British officers Bakhtiari tribesmen of the type who would inevitably be recruited 
Would impair their efficienicy as irregular cavalry to an almost, incredible extent. 
Any analogy derived from the Indian frontier tribes would be false and misleading 
owing to differences in character and environment, and more particularly to the part 
which Bakhtiaris haye played in Persian politios since the revolution. 

22. Should the émeute swe anticipate oceur it seems improbable that a rubble 
Government could hold its own in Tehran for more than three moniths, or that any 
disturbances would arise in Bakhtiari and its dependencies which the khans could 
not crush with their own forces withont any assistance from ns beyond that of rifles, 
ammunition and a couple of modern mountain guns. Should local disciplined forces 
have to be faced we must be prepared to place a mountain battery at their disposal 
and a small staff of British officers to advise the hans on points of strategy, and 
co-ordinate the operations of the Bakhtiari force with those of any other friendly 
force which may be operating in the neighbourhood. 

23, Proposals (2) and (3) combined would if introduced out right at the roots 
of the authority of the Bakhtiari Government and amount practically to a mild 
form of mandate, a state of affairs which the khans might at: first accept if they 
thought there was money in it, but which they would swiftly repudiate once they 
realised all its implications. In the present state of world politics we should guard 
‘against any, attempt to substitute a new and untried form of Government for one 
already existing, especially when the latter is to all intents and purposes a feudal 
system. 

_ 24. ‘The Bakhtiari revenue system as devised by the great Tkhani Husain Quli 

Khan is, if properly worked, admirably suited to the country and its) migtatory 
tribes. Its weak point is that it has never heen revised to allow for subsequent 
redistribution of wealth, with the result: that some tribes are overtaxed and others 
undertaxed. That the tribal income does not provide a surplus for remunerative 
public works is due to— 

(a) The wastage caused by the pay and allowances of the bastagan, and 

(4.) ‘The system under which all profits arid losses of the Administration in any 

one year are shared among the individual miembers of the two ruling 
families. 
£7580) Q2 
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25. Both of these factors are now fully recognised by the kbans. it will take 

time to overcome (a) since the feelings of the a an are tender where their 
allowances are concerned, and in these days of Bolshevik: propaganda the khans can 
ill-afford to give them cause for discontent. Moreover, these same bastagan will 
rovide the force which the khans must use to defend their own homes against 
jolshevism and will for the time being justify their existence. 

26 The disbandment of the bastagan is a task which the khans must undertake 
themselves and which they will undertake as soon as they renounce their Governor- 
ships and return to their own country, provided always that no individual khan 
Yeceives support from the Persian Government or ourselves at the expense of the rest, 

27. With regard to (2), I persuaded the khans to; insert clause in the 
“Commission? Agreement to the effect that any surplus from the direct revenues of 
the hulkumat should not be shared on a family basis but utilised for remunerative 
works, the profits on which should be so divided. The best method of bringing about 
this reform is continuous disinterested advice and quiet propaganda. Advice they 
will listen to and accept more especially: when they see that it is prompted by @ 
regard for their true interests, but they will not brook control. 

28. In my opinion, it is of great: importance that if a financial adviser is ever 
Appointed to assist the Bakhtiaris he should not be a paid servant of the British 
Government, but an outsider engaged under contract and paid for by themselves, 
Tt would be fatal to make control of revenue and other reforms a quid pro quo for 
our support against Bolshevism, 

20. ‘The provisions of the ‘Commission’ Agreement haye been fally described 
elsewhere. ‘The chief value of this agreement, which was entirely the work of the 
Khans themselves except for a few alterations which were made subsequently at my 
suggestion, lies in— 


(@.) Tes restatement of the equal rights of the two ruling families after a lengthy 
period commencing in 1912, during which Sirdar dang had been 
Appointed. virtual dictator to be succeeded by Sirdar Mohtasham and 
later by Sirdar Zaffar, both of whom received our support in a measure 
which tended to overlook the rights of other individual khans 

2.) In the emphasis it lays on the regeneration of the Ill; and 

(¢:) In the provision that suxplus revenue should not go into the pockets of the 
Khans but be utilised for remunerative projects, 


stad ets Ptovides aan ideal towards which the khans can aim, but it ignores two 
Vital points, namely, the abolition of the bastagan and the resignation of all ontaide 
Governorships. Every effort should be made to induce the khans to introduce their 
“commission” at once, whether they renounce their Governorships or not. 

(31, Financial assistance is tho Key that unlocks ost. of the evil spirits, in 
Bakhtiari, for the simple reason that’ each individual khan of the two leading 
families ig convinced that he is entitled to a share of any money which is being 
distributed. é, 

82, To finance a police force of 700 for two years would merely mean takin; 
Toney out of our own pockets and putting it into the pockets of the khans, for they 
would see to it that their own bastapan were enlisted dint and would stop their pay 
and allowances from the date of enlistment, i 

83, After all, why should we in these days of retrenchment pay the khans to 
defend their own hearths and homes?’ ‘The present Hkbani and Tibegi would 
certainly not demand money for the services of their sowars, but would only ask for 
rifles and ammunition and perhaps a couple of mountain guns, The Ikhani and 
Ubegi should be asked to state how many men they are prepared to put into the Geld 
in return for our support with arms and ammunition, T-agsimec of course, that the 
Proposals which 1 am discussing are intended to deal with a special contingency and 
Are not intended to constitute a modified mandate over Bakhtiari for a term of rears. 

St The only financial assistance which in my view is justifiable and which 
Would make a universal appeal to Bakhtiari sentiment is the payment of compensa 
tion on a liberal seate to relatives af Bakttinns Killed in action, 

6, presumably itis intended that these districts should form an integral part 
of Balshtiari and pay no revenue to the Central Government so long as that Govern, 
ment is one with which we are not. in diplomatic relations, If so, we shall merely be 
Tecognising the status quo except in the case of Burhurnd from which the khans aoe 
Pay Fevenue to the Persian Government. On the other hand, if the Bolshevik régime 
does not materialise or if it materialises and subsequently disappears, it is cree 
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important that the khans should pay up their revenues in full. ‘They are anxious to 
do so, provided arrangements can be made with the Persian Government for writing 
off arrears of revenue due and fixing suitable budgets for the administration of the 
districts in question, Samsam-us-Saltaneh and Sirdar Ashjaa have full authority 
from the rest of the khans to arrange a settlement with the Persian Governmen 

36. Kuhgilu requires one more expedition equipped with monntain puns w 
should not leave the country until the forts of the rebellious tribes have been raved 
to the ground, Until this is done the khans eannot hope to collect more than half 
of the revenue of the country. Hyen then they would preter to have a fixed bildget, 
and pay the remainder of the revenue to the Persian Government, 

87. Some confusion of thought seems to lie at the back of this proposal. 

Firstly —The oil company’s concession (imtiyaz) from the Persian Government 
and the Bakhtiari Agreement of 1905 (qarardad) are two entirely different 
propositions, and the royalty in the one case, and the share holding inl the other, 
usefully serve to emphasise the difference. 

Secondly.—The Bakhtiari 8 per cent. share holding entitles the khans toa pro 
rata increase in their dividends if the world vale of oil increases and if the 
companies in which they are share-holders make greater profits in consequence, ‘The 
only possible claim the khans could bring forward is, that the Bakhtiari Oil 
Company and the First Exploitation Company aré not paid by the parent company 

rice which approximates to the world price for a similar quality. oil after 
deducting capital charges on account of transport, &e. This remains to be proved, 
and is, in any case, a question which should be taken up solely on its merits and not 
used as a quid pro yuo in bargaining with khans. 

Thirdly-Any-action witch tends townndernine the sanctity of « fundamental 
agresment and Jetd either party to suppose that it can be modified to ait shanging 
conditions is very much to be deprecated, 

Fourthly. —Dhe 3'per cent, holding enjoyed by the Bakhtiari khane was well 
Known to the Wali of Pushtikuh at the time the Pushtikuh Agreement. was mado, 
and it is almost certain that the company would find themselves faced with a demand 
for a 5 per cont. royalty wherever they wished to work oil in’ Persia, 

Fifehly.—The proposal lays itselt open to the charge of disingehuousness, much 
as if one should say — 


“Let us take advantage of the dread which the Bakhtiari Khans feel at 
the prospect of Bolshevism to. push through the long projected levy or police 
schiine; but aincelthe Bolehovil menace toy past atl the Line subsequently 
deste to revert to the ancient order of things, let us ofr them, bribe for it 
continuance, and since somebody must pay the piper let it be the oil company 
which is making a very good thing out of Bakhtiari cil,’ 


98, The only advantage that 1 can seo in the proposal is that it prevents 
important share soript falling into tho hands of tha khans and being passed on by 
them to foreign purchasers, But this difficulty has already been surmounted in’ i 
draft agreement which T have prepared. at the request of the managing agents of 
the oil company and to which T have obtained the assent of Amix Mufakhan, Sidar 
Mohtasham, Sirdar Jang and Murtaza Quli Khan, and to which I am confident that 
I can obtain the assent of the other representative khans provided nothing is said 
‘or done in the hands meantime to make them believe that there is something more 
coming to them. This draft agreement provides that the actual share scrip shall 
remain in deposit with the company for the duration of the company's concession. 
20) So/tar fromia bibe’ot thik nature Bolt nosey T can imagine that the 
Khang might even be glad to forgo a portion of their present dividends if they could 
receive an absohite guarantee that Bolshevism will never come near their Homes, 
40, My own proposals may be summarised as follows :-— 


() The immediate resignation of all ontside Goyernorships as tending to 
Concentration of strength and removal of camily dissensions, 
(2) Failing (1), Tspahan and Iraq should remain in the Haji Ikhani family. 
and Kerman and Yezd in the Ikhani family, Kerman being given to 
Sirdar Zaffar and Yerd to Amir Mujahid, : 
(8.) The Ikhani and Mbegi to remain as at present unless Samsam-us-Saltaneh 
ig forced to leaye Tehran when he would automatically become [chant 
ith Amir Mufakban as Ubegi. i at 
(4) Assistance from the British Government in the shape of rifles, ammunition, 
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and, if necessary, two mountain guns, but not money, except perhaps the 
offer of compensation to relatives of Bakhtiari Killed in action, 

(6.) Tn the event of really serious fighting a mountain battery to be placed at the 
disposal of the Ichans, and oné or two British officers lent to advise the 
Khans as regards strategy, and to, co-ordinate the operations of the 
Bakhtiari force with those of other friendly troops operating in the 
neighbourhood, ae 

(6.) Every encouragement to be given to the khans to set up the Commission 
form of Government, from which will follow financial reform and the 

radual reduction of the bastagin and their replacement by a 
flomogeucous foree under the orders of the Bakhianl lakusiat, 

(7), After the setting up of the Commission form of Government, and when the 
Khans themselves make the request, but not before, « nancial adviser to 
be obtained for them who should preferably not be a paid servant of the 
British Government but engaged under contract and paid by the khans 
themselves, 


41, Tn conclusion, my excuse for so lengtliy a review of Bakhtiari politics is the 
fact that we are now at the parting of the ways, and that a false step may have the 
most far-reaching consequenves a few years hence, My proposals are based on four 
years! intimate experience of the khang and their ways, and fave been conceived with 
a due regard for the interests of Persia as a whole, of Bakhtiari and of His 
Britannic Majesty's Government and those British industries which His 
Britannic Majesty's Government is bound to protect. Should my own views not 
carry sufficient: weight 1 would beg that the opinion of Doctor Young be consulted ag 
an expert, His invaluable political services during the war and his residence of 
sixteen years in Bakhtiari country render him peculiarly qualified to appraise the 
ultimate effect on Bakhtiari of the various proposals which are now being put 
forward 

E. G. B, PEEL, Vice-Consul. 

Camp Ispahan, Futy 2, 1921, 





[E 1118/26/34) No, 96, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridyeman (Lehran), 

No, 405, 
‘Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, October 11, 1921. 

YOUR telogeam No, 568 of 7th Octobe 

Mr. Norman’s telegram No, 534 of 26th September did not imply that any 
rifles would be available at Kerman, Moreover, Wwe have gone far enough in con 
senting to the sitle of 700 rifles, and 1 cannot agree to the transfer of any more (see 
the second paragraph of my telegram No. 400 





[R 1164/76/34) No. 97 

The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran). 
No, 407.) 
‘Pelegraphic,) Roreign O fice, October 11, 1921, 


YOUR’ telegrams ‘Nos, 661 and 804 of ott asd Mth Geuer respectively = 
Finance, 


T regret that you appear to haye misunderstood tenonr of ny telegrat No. 301 


of 20th September, first sentence of which categorically states that Imperial Bank 
had undertaken to make no further financial advances this year on next year's 
royalties, while concliding paragraph added that His Majesty's Government, 

vhenever possible, have done their best directly. to discourage past advances, If 
chief manager had decided that local commercial conditions ‘rendeved advance 
essential, he alone would have been responsible towards his directors, but he states 
in his telegram of Sth October that bank's refusal of support was tending to frustrate 
rapprochement, between Legation and Persian Government. ‘This is political 
consideration, and it is now impossible to divest His Majesty's Legation of ‘partici- 
pation in responsibility, 

Your action, therefore, has seriously embarrassed us. 





ng 
[iE 11286/2/34} No, 98, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston —(Received October 12.) 


(No, 566.) 
(elegraphic) Bn clair. Tehran, October 10, 1921. 
RIME MINISTER presented Medjliss yesterday following Cabinet':— 
Sardar Sepah, War. 
Amid-es-Saltaneh, Justice. 
Shahab-ed-Dowleh, Posts and Telegraphs, 
Amir Aalam, Education, 
Mussadigh-es-Saltaneh, Finance, 
Mostiar-es-Saltanch, Foreign Affairs. 
Nair-es-Sultan, Public Works, 


Prime Minister is Minister of Interior. 





[E 1287/25/34) No. 99. 
Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 12,) 


(No. 568.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 12, 1921, 

Sckuowledging receipt of note from new Minister Yor Forvign Affairs, 
expressing his friendly intentions, 1 informed his Excellency of the substance of 
last paragraph of your telegram No, 400 of 6th October. 

This morning his Excellency informed me that Persian Goyernment intended 
to do all it could to improve the feeling of country towards Britain, of whose 
deep-seated friendship for Persia he personally felt convinced, But in'order that 
efforts of Government should be successful it was desirable that His Majesty's 
Government should demonstrate their willingness to assist Persia by some timely 
act. Lt was difficult for Persian Government, to convince Persian public opinion 
of friendly disposition of His Majesty's Government when, by their orders, arms 
and ammunition so badly needed tor the maintenance of orden in the south were 
being burnt, 

reminded his Excellency that sale of 700 rifles for Fars had been’ authorised by 
His Majesty's Government, and T promised to telegraph once more to tinge your 
Lordship to authorise the sale of arms (see my telegram No, 563 of 6th Octohe!), 

{ still think that it will do us more harm to burn or remove $,000 rifles asked for 

y the Prime Minister (see my telegram No. 548 of Ist October) than sell them to 
ersian Government to facilitate protection of trade roads in the south. Military 
attaché perceives no military objection to allowing Persian Government 9,000 rifles, 

‘That Persian Governnient is sincere in its desire to change tone of Persian 
press is evidenced by the fact that on 8th October Prime Minister suppressed 
“Insurance of Persia,”’ to the editor of which Russian Minister has been payi 
He tomans monthly, and ordered former to receive 200 stripes on the soles of his 

feet. 


(Sent to India. Repeated to Shiraz, No. 180.) 





(E 11347/2/34) No. 100. 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 14.) 


(No. 569.) 
(Telegraphic. R, 
MY telegram No. 566 of 10th October. : 
On presenting Cabinet, Prime Minister |submitted programme, mentioniny 
improvement of external and internal trade communications, justice, attraction o} 
foreign capital and employment of exports from non-limitrophe countries, He 
emphi sed the need for improvement of agriculture and financial reform, Foreign, 
military aud financial advisers would be employed, Foreign loan would be proposed, 


Lehran, October 12, 1921, 








wo 


Relations with foreign Powers would be strengthened on the basis of friendship 
with the world. Council of State to be formed, which would submit draft laws to 
Medjliss. 

(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 380; sent to India.) 





[B 1287/25/34] No, 101, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran). 
No. 4091) 
‘Telegraphic.) 
SUPPLY of arms, : 
In. spite of the Persian Government's assurances reported in your telegram 
No, 568 of 12th October, T adhere to the decision contained in my telegram No, 405 
of 11th October. 


Foreign Office, October 15, 1921. 





[ 11384/76/34) No, 102, 
Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 18.) 


‘No, 574.) 
Telegraphic, 
‘OUR telegram No, 407 of 11th October, , 
1am deeply conicerned at. embarrassment of His Mojesty’s Government. 1 
believe there 1s misunderstanding. Your telegram No, 301 of 20th September 
referred to next year’s royalties only. From your telegram under reply 1 gather 
that you believe advance of 100,000, made by chief manager Sth October was 
Secured on these. This is not the case, Next year's royalties are still intact. 
Advance was on this year's royalties, of which, according’ to Sir C. Greenway's 
estimate of 650,0000., 25,0002. still remains unpledged, Persian Goyernment, inclu- 
sive of last advance, haying received 625,001, 
Concluding paragraph of your telegram No. 891 of 20th September reached me 
as follows: have done thetr' best to direct.” Brom your telegram under reply 
* have done their best direotly to discourage.” 


Tehran, October 14, 1921. 


nce is of a temporary character, Whole sum 
id [group undecypherable} and Persian Government 

is alrendy pressing Imperial Bank of Persia’ for further advance. fox 

undesyplerable) payment 

No. 301 of 20h s 


fe any advances on 


next year's 10 to consider measures for turning position 


80 secured to good. account, 

Please acquaint me with your views of the situation. 

Before the end of the month both chief manager and Persian Government will 
probably urge me to appeal to His Majesty's Government to use their good offices 
with oil company to facilitate further advance. Am I to give an unconditional 
refusal! If not, on what conditions am 1 {group undecypherable) inform Persian 
Government that it thay hope for fuancial assistance?” My own idew is that no 
advance should be facilitated until) Persian Government has submitted scheme of 
reform which satisfies His Majesty's Government and that Persian Government 
shotild be 30 informed without delay. 

Another point is that Persian Oil Commissioner in London has reported that 
this year's royalties will amount to 1,000,002. Greenway says that this Bgure is 
exaggerated, but Persian Government believe it has money in hand, What will be 
attiinde of His Majesty's Government if Persian Government attempt to raise 
money on unpledged portion of this year’s royalties, perhaps amounting to somo 
300,000. Chief manager tells me that if State Bank refuses an advance on this 

ity Persian Government will easily be able to arrange it “ round the corner,’” 
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(E 1185/25/34] No. 103, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston-—(Received October 16.) 
ie 575.) 
Telegraphic) Tehran, October 14, 1921 


‘OLLOWING is substance of reply to communication addressed to the Prime 


inister on receipt of your telegram No, 400) of Gth October which is telegraphed 
at Prime Minister's request — 


“Amount of arms and equipment sale of which authorised by London incom 
mensurate with requirements of force to be organised for the maintenance of order 
in Fars and Kerman, 

“Relying on Help of His Majesty's Government, I renew my previous request 
(se my telegram No, 548 of 1st, October), 

“Tt is obvious that without the necessary means, Government's object. in 
maintaining as T and [two groups undecypherable] cannot, be achioved, 

sin fexardls last part of your note policy of present Government is based on 
consolidation and improvement of friendly relations between the two Governments 
and I assure you that Imperial Government are greatly interested in maintenance of 
traditional amity between Persia and Great Britain, 

“To calm and knit public opinion in this sense full efforts are being made and 
will be made. T trust that His Majesty's Government.who are alon tatereted io 
friendly relations between the two Governments will not: fail to grant the help. 
necessary to enable my Government to secure objects in view.” 


Meanwhile I am informing Prime Minister that you cannot agree to transfer 
any more rifles, but as refusal is based on nnsatisfactory attitude of Persian Govern- 
you may Wish to allow sale of a few more arms in, view of assurances given in 
Prime Minister's note, Colonel Fraser telegraphed yesterday that there are ho more 
than 1,700 rifles now available including Kerman, Destruction is still. proceeding 
nominally, 
(Sent to India; Shiraz, No, 4; South Persia Rifles, No, 100.) 





fE 11456/2004/34), No, 104. 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Octobér. 18.) 
(No. 158: Confidential.) 
iy Lord, 


Tehran, August 4, 1921. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your Lordship’s information a 
copy of Intelligence Summary No. 18 for veeking ending the 30th July, 1921, com- 
piled hy the military attaché to this Legation, 
Thave, &e, 

H, NORMAN. 


Enclosure in No, 104, 


Intelligence Summary No. 18 for week ending July 80, 1921. 
(Secret.) 


Gilan and Mazanderan, 


A RELIABLE agent, who left Enzeli on the 19th July, reported that all Soviet, 
troops have left Gilan, except a detachment of 150 men, who are at Enzeli, He 
gives the following details :-— 


On the 17th July there arrived at Enzeli from Baku, for evacuating troops, 
four ships, named 


Steamships “Evalina," “ Aga Selim," and “ Vasprakan,” for troops. 
Steamship“ Ararat,” for transport vehicles, 


‘The troops embarked under the orders of Gikalo and his staff and sailed on the 
18th July. 


‘There remained'at Enzeli, under the command of a Russian officer named 
[7580] R 
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Alfnof, a detachment of 150 (Russians and Lesghians), probably from 26th or 244th 
Regiments, ‘This detachment is quartered in the barracks, which were occupied by 
British troops during their tenure of Enzeli. 

iN small hospital with one doctor bas also remained, 

‘The torpedo-boat “Lastochka” accompanied the transports to Baku. 

On the 18th July the gunboats “ Kars” and © Ardahan”” arrived at Enzeli, 

Agent confirms the information received from other sources, that Gikalo had 
Rublished a notice in the town saying that a Russian detachment is remaining at 

‘nzeli to protect the Christian population against possible interference by Persian 
troops. 

PX mailhoat trom Baku calls at Enzeli twice weekly. 

9, Resht is reported to be clear of Soviet troops. Qualu Qurban is in command 
in the town, and holds the same front as before on the Siah Rud. He is working in 
close liason with Kuchik Khan at Kasma and with Thsanullah Khan in the Tune- 
kabun area, ; 

3, On the 16th July Kuchik Khan held a meeting in Passikhan (6 miles west of 
Resht), which was attended by Qualu Qurban and other officials, Kuchik Khan 
spoke against foreign troops, and said they must all be forced to:leave Persia. He 
stated he would continue struggling until Persia had become a republic, 

4, Tho positions and dispositions of the Persian Government troops in Gilan 
and Mazanderan remain unchanged, Negotiations between the Persian Govern- 
ment and Kuchik Khan, and between the Persian Government and Saed-ed-Dowleh 
continue, ‘The War Minister has ordered a “stand fast” along the front until 

+ these negotiations are concluded, From the latest reports from Resht, there appears 
ta be litte hope of bringing Kuchik Khan to reason, and negotiations with him are 
expected shortly to be broken off, 

5, For adininistrative purposes, Kuchik Khan has divided the area under his 
control into three parts :— 


1.) Resht and Enzeli to be under Qualu Qurban. 
2.) ses, ‘Tunekabun and as far east as the Persian rebel contro! extends, 
to be under Thsanullah Khan; 


(8.) Kasma, Kiumen, Musulia, and Passikhan areas to be under Kuchik Khan 
himself, 


Kuchik Khan to be in chief control of the whole, reports being received by him 
from, Quali, Qurban and Thsanullah Khan. 
Strengths of rebels, according to most recent reports, are :— 


Kuchik Khan : 3,000 
Quali. Qurhan is 900 
Thsanullah Khan and $i 2,000, 


Included in these totals, Kuchik Khan has 200 Azerbaijanis, Armenians and a 
few Russians, 

Ree Qarban has about forty Russians, 

Thsonullah Khan has about twenty Russians: 

6, The Bolsheviks lett a printing press in Resht, which issues two daily Persian 
Bolshevile newspapers: the“ Tttafaga Jiwanun and the *" Englabi Surkh.’ 

7. The Lianorof Bisheries at Unzeliate run bya Bolshevik commissar, who 
sends all fish to Baku and Petrovsk, and Astrakan, 

8. Meetings are frequently held by Bolsheviks in the Russian school buildis 
at Enzeli, ut which speeches are for the most. part ditected against the British, 
Russian ibany hae bras opened at ave, ‘which receives a supply of newspapers 
and books from Baku weekly. 

9, A ship leaves the port twice a week to call at all the small ports along the 
Sovili Caspian tones 

10. Much old irom, machinery, gold and silver articles are being’ brought 1 
Enzell to\exchnge for, foodatulls, pias 

MTL, Cases of cholera wore reported at Enzeli on the 16th July. 

The Persian Government we established quarantine stations at Julfa, 
Bandar-i-Gaz, and Meshed-i-San, but, not at Enzeli or on the Kazvin—Enzeli road, 
stating that this is not possible owing to the war against the rebels, 

Te soems probable, therefore, that, the cholera epidemic will spread into Persia. 


Dranscaucasia, 


12, Baku.—Six hundred deaths daily are reported in Baku from cholera, 
plague and dysentry. 

Cholera still rages at Astrakan and Krasnovodsk, and an increased number of 
cases are reported from Turkestan. 

13. Travellers report that the output of oil from! the Baku wells is rapidly 
decreasing, as fewer employees are working owing to increasing sickness, famine 
and discontent. In the balakhana (working man’s) quarter of the city anti-Bolshevile 
meetings are growing in number and frequency. 


Azerbaijan, 


14, Julfa.—A report dated the 8th July states that the Russian Bolshevik 
detachment at Julfa have a wireless installation (automobile) at Julfa, and a wireless 
station at Astara. 

15. Five cases of cholera were reported at Russian Julfa on the 25th July. 

Uria.—Sitnko is still in control of this area, and is reported to be extend 

ing his activities northwards, So far the Persian Government forces haye proved 

uite incapable of bringing him to reason.’ ‘The latter are, however, being reinforced 
rom Zinjan and Kazvin. 

17. Tabriz.—Ballandin, the Bolshevik representative at Tabriz, stated to the 
Governor-General on the 26th July, that the reason for keeping Soviet troops at 
Enzeli is that Rotstein is suspicious of the members of the Medjliss, whom hie regards 
‘as creatures of Vosough-ud-Dowleh, He states that Rotstein is nervous lest the 
Medjliss try to annul the Russo-Persian Treaty and make one with the British, 


Kazein, 


18. ‘The most active worker for the Englubus (Revolutionary) Party in Kazvin 
is Jaflar Khan, who, under Sayid Zia's Cabinet, was the financial controller, in 
Kazvin. He is in close touch with Kuchik Khan and the rebel commanders in 
Mazanderan, 


Tehran, 

19, ‘The city during the past wook bas been unustally quiet,, Bolshevik propa 
ganda has lessened to a remarkable extent, and it is clear that Rotstein has failed 
80 far to attain the success he hoped for hy conducting an intensive propaganda 
campaign, 

‘The reasons for this may he— 

(a) Dislike of Russians by the Persiuns, who always mistrusted them, aé they 

do any, foreigners. : 

b.) Increased Nationalist. and pan-Islamic activities. 

(2) ‘The oritcal situation in Russia and disquieting news renived from there, 

(a) The impossibility of making Bolshevik tenets fit in with the teachings of 

Mahommedanism. ‘ 

(e:) A deliberate change of policy by Rotstein, who may consider that his 

forcing the pace vill wreck his chances. 


20. New arrivals at the Russian Legation are :— 


(a) Tartof ; A social democrat, who worked for eighteen years as a correspon- 
dent of the Russkoe Slovo" in Moscow. During the war he visited 
Greece and the Balkans. 

(b,) ‘Tohailin, Professor: Was professor of Oriental languages in Petrograd 
University. To be Oriental Seoretary at the Legation. 

) Samatsvet and Alexief : Sailors from the Baltic fleet; Communists, 

(@) Boram: A chnuffene: Communist 


21, Gelbraz (Gee Intelligence Summary No, 10) left ‘Tehran on the 28th July 
for Tabri 

99, Briskin, personal secretary to Rotstein, left ‘Tehran for Moscow on the 
25th July with despatches, 

23. "The Russian Legation bas a large supply of propaganda books and 
pamphlets in various languages. Copies of these and copies of daily newspapers 
{ent from Russia are distributed to the Armenian Club and the Russian Bank. 

{7580} Re 
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24. The following four Persian newspapers were suppressed by the Government 
on the 25th July for publishing scurrilous anti-British article 


“ Sitara Iran,’ “ Gulshan,” ‘Pazib,” and “ Alaj. 


2, ‘The Persian Government bas paid in full dhe sums due. to the British 
offers lately serving with the Persian Cossack Division. These officers are now on 
thein way to Bagdad. ~ 

20, The Kemalist agent, Jemil Bey, returned to Tehran on the 25th July after 
visiting Kuchik Khan at Resht. He had an interview with Rotatein the day he 
arrived. : 

21. An Armenian newspaper named * Ranjbaran Tran ” has made its appear: 
ance in ‘Tehran, It is decidedly Bolshevik, and its editor is an Armenian named 
Vakan Misropian. Most of the articles are written by Osep Mirzeyan, an 
Armenian, who is working in close toach with the Russian Legation, i 

98, Two parties of Persian rebel prisoners of war reached Tehran this week 
from the front, forty from Tunekabun and ninety from Savadkoh. = 

2g. ‘he Persian Government is preparing to send. mision to Angora vo visit 
Mustapha Kemal, Mumtaz-ud-Dowleh (Minister of Education) is to be in charge 
‘of the mission, ; , 

30, The following paragraph appeared in the “ Iran" of the 22nd July :— 

“The Afghan Government has sent Badri Beg, a former chief of the 

Constantinople police, to Europe on a special errand, He had an interview 

with Enver Pasha in Russia and, accompanied by the latter, started for 

Germany, His object is to bay ammunition, and engage the services of certain 

German officers.” 


Bandar-i-Gaz, 


81, On the 24th July fourteen Russian Bolsheviks arrived at Bandar-i-Gaz - 


from Tashkent, including — 


One doctor, two feldshers and one chemist, to remain at Bandar-i-Gaz for 
Russian consulate there, 


‘Ten others (including one woman) left on the 27th July vié Damghan for 
‘Tehran, They oradght four hoxes 2 silyer articles with thom ard 2 poods of 
silver money. ? s 3 

$2, Ships calling at Bandar-i-Gaz bring many gold and silver articles, also 
sewing machines and other household articles, to exchange for food. 

88. Rotatein has two political agents at Bandar-i-Gaz:— 


(1.) Dr. Israeliantz, an Armenian. 
2.) Bograt Vartanian, an Armenian, 


‘These agents go aboard the ships and reteive papers and propagands leaflets, 
which they send to Meshed-i-Sar, Astarabad and other towns inthe district, 

‘The Persian telegraphist at Bandar-i-Gaz is subsidised by them and gives 
them all telegraphic news from Tehran, ; 

$4. A Bolshevik Communist named Erinjigian (Armenian) has left Bandar-i- 
Gaz for Tehran, He is to be appointed to run the Armenian Department in the 
Russian Legation. 


Communications. 

85, The Kazvin-Enzeli road is passable for wheeled traffic from Kazvin to 
imam Zadeh Hashim, Beyond this point the road is only passable for foot passen- 
gers for 10 miles. Labourers are at work repairi 4 

. M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché. 

Tehran, July 31, 1921. 
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[B 11457/2004/34) No. 105, 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 154. Confidential.) 
My Lord, r Tehran, August 9, 1921, 
IT HAVE the honour to transmit to jour, Lordship herewith copy of Thtelligence 


Summary No. 14 for week ending the 6th August, 1921, compiled’ by’ the milita 
attaché to this Legation, ae ete: RINE, 


Thaye, &e. 
H, NORMAN, 


Enclosure in No, 105, 


Intelligence Summary No. 14 for week ending August 6, 1921. 


(Seeret.) 
Mazanderan and Gilan. 


__THE situation in these provinces has much improved during the past week, 
Disintegration of the rebel forces has begun, many have deserted to their homes, and 
the main detachments have withdrawn into the thick jungles where it is difficult to 
follow them, 

2, On the 26th July, Persian Cossacks (Government troops), under the command 
‘of Havardson, a Swede, reoccupied the Salambar Pass after an action in which the 
rebels lost. thirty-eight killed, sixteen prisoners and forty-five rifles, ‘The Cossack 
‘then advanced to occupy Maran, leaving a small detachment to guard the pass, 
Another detachment was sent to clear the rebels from the Rudbar district, whieh Was 

lone. 

3. On the const, the Government troops have occupied Khoremabad, which the 
rebels evacuated without a fight, and now hold the line of the Sch Huzar Rud, 

4. The main rebel force in Mazanderan has withdrawn into the jungles of 
‘Tunakabun under Thsanullah Khan, The rebel leader, Saaded-Dowlch, son of 
Sipah Salar, has intimated his desire to. come over to the sido of the Government, 
and unconfirmed reports have been received that he has already done 0, accepting 
the free pardon offered him by the Government for his misdemeanours. 

5, In Gilan, the sitnation ag regards Kuchik Khan is unchanged, Negotiations 
between him and the representatives of the Persian Government continue at Finmen, 
Qualu Qurban is still in control of Resht, 

6. On the 20th June a dispute between detachments of Quaht Qurban_ and 
Thsanullah Khan took place between Lahijan and Resht, which ended in a fight. 
-Qualn Qurban’s detachment lost eight men killed, and retired to Resht. This shows 
that there is considerable disagresment amongst the Tastions composing the rebel 

forces, 

7. Disturbances have taken place in Resht owing to the indiscipline of Qualn 
Qurban’s following. ‘Two Persians haye been murdered, and several houses looted. 

8. On the 22nd July, three Turkish officers (Kemalists) arrived at Resht ftom 
Baku, and went to Kasmia to see Kuchik Khan, 

9, The gunboat. “Kars” left Enzeli on the 21st July with Alfinot, the officer 
commanding detachment of Soviet troops at Enzeli, on board, Tt is’surmised that 
Alfinof has handed over command of this small detachment (150 men) to a. more 
junior officer, 

10, On the 22nd July the armed merchantship “ Geok Tepe" arrived at Enzeli 
and disembarked seventy, Russian troops. ‘These stated that they had comé to be 
consular guards at Resht and Enzeli, and were mostly ex-sailors, One may assume 
that Russian consulates at these places will open shorty. 

11. A third Bolshevik newspaper ie Boing published in Resht, named the 
“Adalat.” Its editor is Hassan Khan Tehrani, ‘The “Adalat” is the organ of 
the party “Ishtrakion” (“ Comrades”), 


Kazvin. 


12. A political meeting took place on the 2nd August, in Kazvin, in the house 
of Sayid Ali Red, editor of the newspaper “Rad,’” which was attended by all 
Yeading local democrats. . A letter from Dr. Hassan Khan, of Tehran, was read, 
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who stated that the Democrat Party in Tehran had decided to join forces with the 
other nti-Goyernment parties to overthrow the present Cabinet, and that their 
plans would be communicated to the Kazvin Democrats. 


Hamadan. 
13, Town and district quiet. 1 ie 
‘Phe local democrats hold secret meetings onée week to discuss the political 
situation. ‘They recommend a rapprochement with the Bolsheviks, now that the 
British have evacuated Persia. 


Azerbaijan. 

14, Tabriz—The Commissar of Foreign Affairs of the Erivan Soviet, named 
Moravian, arrived at Tabriz to try and persuade Armenian refugees to return to 
‘Armenia, He has asked Rotstein to take immediate steps to recover the archives 
of the Armenian Legation in Tehran from Argutinski, the representative in Persia 
of ths now Gettinot Avmenian Republic, 

15, Ardebil:— (Reference, my: Intelligence Summary No. 12, para. 9.) The 
situation in this area is reported to have been restored. and fighting between the 
tribal factions to have ceased. 


Transcaucasia, 


16, Indo-Kuropean Velegraph Line.—A Caucasian German colonist, who was 
for many years in the employment of the Indo-European Telegraph Company at 
‘Diflis, has arrived at Tabriz accompanied by @ Soviet representative, He has come 
to aak the director of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company at Tabriz to repair 
the Indo-European line between Julfa and Tiflis, and has offered him all. facilities 
in mon and material on the understanding that, of the four lines when finished, one 
shall be at, the disposal of the Soviets, giving them direct communication hetween 
Pabriz. and ‘Tiflis. 

17. Juilfa—All Soviet troops Have heen removed from Julfa, it is stated, on 
account of cholera, 

18, Baku.—Mushawir-ul-Mumatik, who left Moscow on the 2rd July, arrived 
at Baku on the 20th July, He hus left for Persian Astara in order to. get into 
telegraphic communication with the Persian Government by a Persian line. He 
is very pro-Bolshevik, and is Rotstein’s candidate for the Premiership, when the 
Cabinet falls, His arrival is expected shortly in Tehran. 


Tehran, 


19, The city has been quiet during the past week, and there has been little 
activity on the part of Bolshevik propaganda agents, 

20, It is reported that the despatch of the Persian Mission to Angora has been 
postponed, probably owing to,the news of recent Kemalist defeats by the Greeks, 

21. The newspapers “'Sitara Iran” and "Alaj,"’ recently suppressed by 
Government (reference, Intelligence Summary No, 18, para. 24), have been allowed 
to appear again. 5 

122. The folowing ate now nrvivale atthe Russian Legation during. the past 
weele — 

Opilom and Lapatkof, sailors from the Baltic fleet. Both Communists. 


Several members of the Legation are suffering from malaria and dysentry, 
Which may account in part for the sudden cessation of their intensive propaganda. 
28, On the ist August, a meeting was held in Tehran of all newspaper editors 
(exeapt th Tran) i the afes of the paper " Watan,” 
Phe following were present :— 


(1) Editor of the Watan,* Mirza Hashim Khan. 

(2) Editor of the “Tofan,” Farokhi 

3.) Editor of the “ Gulsham,”” Sayid Reza Amir 

4, tor of the “ Majalisnoyzad,”* Bagir Uzku Zadeh. 

(5,) Editor of the “ Mahan,” Banan-es-Sultan. 

)) Editor of the ““Siahsad,"* Shazdeh Abbas Mirza, 

) Halton of the: BaoHadroshi?” Mirza Mahomed Ali Khan Mehtr 
Khan, 


6. 
(7) 
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(8.) Editor of the “Starai Ivan,” Mirza Hussein Khan Saabba, Sheikh 
‘Ali Dashti. 
(8.) Editor of the * Halaj,"” Hassan, 


A telegram from Sayid Ali Rad, editor of the “Rad” at Kazvin, was read 
expressing his vote of confidence in the meetin, 

A discussion took place, and it was aa that as Persia is a free country, the 
Government: has no right to suppress newspapers, and! that. all present, should 
combine to prevent such action being taken by the Government in future, 

24. Rotstein is arranging to publish a Russian Bolshevik newspaper named the 
“Bulletin,” in Russian It is to be printed at the printing office." Typographic 
‘Tehran,’ in Lulchti Street; and 500 copies daily are to be issued. Up to date tlie 
iiecessaty_ permission from the Persian Government has not been received though 
Rotstein is pressing for it, 
prosrtesumably this is im opposition to our " Renters” and tho French Radio 
ress."" 

25, The members of the Russian Legation are reported to he disheartened! at 
the poor results achieved by their propaganda methods, ‘The Russian Minister has 
telegraphed to Baku a complaint that. the French radio is constantly issuing anti- 
elses iia lols Eo tas tao heal com uciquéaa thellgcel Vareaten ig 
the truth of certain articles published in the French. “Radio News”? and in 
“ Reuters,” 

26, Colonel Gleerup, commanding the Persian gendarmerie, has received orders 
from the Persian Government to proceed at once from Tehran to Meshed, He is to 
take with him a Persian officer to replace Colonel Mahomed ‘Taqi, who has usurped 
control of affairs in Khorassan and is defying the Government, He has been told 
that Colonel’ Mahomed ‘Tagi may be permitted to leave Khorassin on six months’ 
eave, atid that should he refuse dnd still continue to act against, the Governiient, an 
expedition to suppress him will be immediately despatched, 


Astarabad. 

27, A Bolshevik committee, with its headquarters at Gumish Tepe, is yery 
actively at work amongst the Turkomans.. Agents have been sent,to Karas, Sari 
and Meshed-i-Sar districts to spread Communism amonget the Turkominns. 


Meshed-i-Sar. 

28. On the 20th July, the steamship “Vyatka’ arrived! at Meshod-i-San, 
bringing a Russian vie-onful and two eeeretarién for, the Russian consulate a this 
port. The consulate is now open. 

M. SAUNDERS, Lioufenant-Colonel, 
Tehran, August 7, 1921, British Military Attaché, 





(1B 11461/2004/84) No. 106, 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 18,) 


‘No. 161,) 
iy Ton) Tehran, August 18, 1921. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 164 of the Oth instant, T have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence Stimimary No. 15 for the 
week ending the 18th August, 1921, compiled by Lieulenant-Colonel Saunders, 
military attaché at this Legation. = i ‘ 
Copies have been sent direct, unofiicially, to the Director of Military 
Intelligence, War Office, London, General Headquarters, Bagdad, Cliief of the 
General Staff, Simla, and the military attaché, Meshed. 
s Thave, &o. 
H. NORMAN. 
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Enclosure in No. 196, 


Intelligence Summary No. 15 for week ending August 13, 1921, 
Mazanderan. 


1, The Persian Government troops have decisively defeated the rebels in this 
province. Saad-ed-Dowleh, one of the chief rebel leaders came over to the side of 
the Government with 800 men, and was granted a free pardon. Thsanullah Khan, 
with a following of not more than 400 men is now a fugitive, and has taken retuge 
in the thick jungles of Dilman. A column of Government troops moving westwards 
along the coast. from Khoremabad has occupied Langarud and Rud--Sar... ‘The 
rebels burnt their main store of ammunition at Shahsevar near Khoremabad before 
retiring. 

2 The War Minister, Reza Khan, claims that about 2.000 rebela have been 
taken prisoners, including several Russians, and that about $00 rebels were killed 
during the operations, One hundred and seventy wounded rebels wore removed to 
Enzeli by ship from Shahsevar, ‘The rebel movement in Mazanderan has thus been 
definitely, crushed, 

ference, “Intelligence Summary No, 11," the detachment sent by the 
War Minister to deal with Amir Moyyid has been completely successful. The 
latter's foree was routed, losing eighty killed and many prisoners. 

Amir Moyyid narrowly escaped capture, and fled into the jungle towards Sari. 


Gilan. 


4, Negotiations between the Persian Government and Kuchik Khan have failed, 
owing to Kuchik Khan demanding conditions from the Persian Government which 
the latter is unable to agree to. The War Minister is now anxious to commence 
Sperntions against Kuchils Khan, and occupy Resht and Enzeli, The Russian 
Minister, Rotstein, is averse to active operations of this sort being under- 
taken, and has asked the War Minister to make yet another attempt to obtain a 
peaceful settlement, The War Minister resents this interference by Rotstein, and 
has announced his intention of settling the Gilnn question in the same way as he 
hhas dealt with the rebel forces in Mazanderan, 

It. is considered that one reason for Rotstein’s anxiety to bolster up Kuchik 
Khan is the fact that the Russians at present completely control Enzeh and the 
exports fromthe port, and are obtaining a very large supply of rice and other food- 
stuffs from Kuchik Khan at very low’rates, Should the Persian Government take 
over Resht and Enzeli, the unlimited export of foodstuffs from Gilan will be stopped 
at once, 

Another reason that Rotstein would not like to see the end of Kuchik Khan's 
regime and the restoration of Government control is that Gilan will cease to be & 
valuable centre for propaganda and revolutionary: activities. 

DillThe moral oF the Persian’ Cossack Division has; been considerably raised by 
their successful operations in Mazanderan,and the signs of unrest and general 
Gissatisfaction, which were very evident early last month, have to a great extent 
disappeared. ‘The War Minister gives the present ration strength of the Persian 
Cosaeke Division to be about 17,000, 

8, Qualu Qurban is still in coutrol of Resht. and is working in close touch with 
Kuchik han. “Disturbances continue in the town, several houses having been lately 

arnt, 

7, ‘The armed merchant ship “ Geok Tepe"? has left Enzeli on relief by another 
armed vessel, the “Lisa Luxemburg’? 

8, One hundred and eighty infantry (Persian Cossacks) left Kazvin on the 
12th August as reinforcements for the force at Menjil, 


9. Hassan Bey, a Kemalist representative, who recently visited Kuchik Khan, 
has left for Angora via Baku, 


Kazvin, 


10, Jemil Bey (Turk) has been accepted in the service of the Persian Cossack 
Division, and is employed as Chief of the Counter-Espionage at Kazyin and Menjil. 

He has his headquarters at Kuzvin, and is employing his assistant, an ex-officer- 
of the Azerbaijan army, named Akhundof, at Menjil. 
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Azerbaijan, 


11. Tabriz —The intrigues of Amir Arshad (Shahsayani) against the Governor 
General of Tabriz are causing the latter considerable anxiety. Amir Arshad has had 
visits from Kemalist seul: and is in touch with Simko.. 

12, Gelbraz, a Bolshevik official from the Russian Legation at Tehran, has 


arrived at Tabriz and opened the Russian consulate. He has exchanged calls with 
the British consul. 


18, Ballandin and his staff are still making every effort to export the maximum 

amount of foodstuffs possible to the Caucasus, 
14. Urmia and Salmas.—The British consul at Tabriz telegraphed on. the 
imko nor the opposing Government troops have 


Sth August to say that neither 
shown any activity for several’ wee! 


Tehran. 


15. The Bolsheviks during the past week haye done no propaganda, and are 
greatly alarmed at the bad news received from Russia regarding the economic 
situation, Their officials in Persia under the guidance of Rotstein, are concentrating, 
all their energies on obtaining as much foodstufis as possible for export. to Russia, 
Centrosoyuz officials for the purpose are at all Caspian ports and at Tabriz. ‘The 
Persian Government realises the danger of famine in Bersia, should the Russians 
be allowed an entirely, free hand, so instructions to local Governors of provinces have 
been issied to the effect that only foodstufis surplus to the requirements of next year 
are to be exported. ‘Thanks to the corraptness of the Persian olla, this order wil 
probably only be carried out where it suits the pocket of the individual concerned, 
16, ‘The Russian Legation has onganised a Legation escort of ten sailors for 
duty in Tehran under a Communist sailor named Okounef, f 
17. The following are new arrivals at the Russian Legation in Tehran during 

the past week 

Solomonoviteh Gidatin, 

Alexandra Annyraseyna Gonzaef, 

Maria Tekolevna Fliamlutz. 

Sanko Michael Nikolaeviteh, 

Constantine Sergievitch Stapeviteh. 

Artemi’ Abrahamovitch Shesternef 

Alexei Sergievitch Ivanof: 

Evlani Michaeloviteh, Michaelof. 

Nicholai Alexandrovitch Drazdof. 

Alexander Nicholaeyitch Dobronravot 

Anatol Michaelovitch Aiminof. 

Nicolai Alexandrovitch Sharof. 

Constantine Gasinovouovitch Shubin. 

Sergei Ivanovitch Aitekof. 

Lev Sergievitch Leonof. 


18, The publication of the text of Lord Cnrzon’s speech on the 26th July, 
reviewing the situation in Persia has filled the newspapers with lengthy criticisms, 
A translation of a leading article on this speech from the “Sitara’ Iran,’ one 
of the most-widely read and rather an Extremist newspaper, is attached! (Gee 
Appendix (A), ved i): 

19. Rotstein has been much irritated by cortain items of news published by 
“Reuters "” and the French * Wireless Press,’” which have been reproduced. in the 
Persian newspapers. ‘To discredit information from these sources, he has published 
fan announcement in the Government official newspaper * Iran,’” of the Sth August. 
‘Translation is attached, Appendix (B). 

20, The cessation of open Bolshevik propaganda and the suecess of the Govern- 
ment troops against the rebels in Mazanderan has had a quictening effect on the 

eral situation, and has increased the confidence of Reza Khan and his supporters 
in their ability to run the country without the assistance of foreign advisers. 


Caspian Ports. 

21. All the former Lianozof Company fisheries on the Caspian Mazanderan 
coast are now in the hands of a Russian Fishery Soviet Committee, with its head- 
quarters at Bandar-i-Gaz. 
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22, Steamship “Gortchakof” arrived at the port on the 7th August from 
Petrovsk with a cargo of merchandise to exchange for foodstufls. On the same date 
a merchant ship" Aga Selim” arrived from Baku with the representative of foreign 
trade of the Azerbaijan Republic on board, named Murad Ali Khuda Bekof. The 
Goyernor of Bandat-i-Gaz refused to allow exchange of goods for foodstuffs without 
sanetion from Tehran. Murad Ali Khuda Bekof left on the 11th August for Baku. 


M. SAUNDERS, Lievtenant-Colonel, 


Tehran, August 14, 1921. British Military Attaché. 


Appendix (A). 
Extract from “ Sitara Iran,” dated August 10, 1921, 


Lorp Curzoy’s Srexcu. 


We have read the speech of the British Foreign Minister, and are very glad 
that it gives ns the opportunity to express our views, which we have not been able 
to do hitherto, is 

{vis regretted that the comprehensive speech of the Foreign Minister of Great 
Britain is uttered in the same tone as that which was usual at the time of the occupa- 
tion of India and Egypt, and although the world has undergone a revolution in 
ideas since that time, still the same political terms are used in the British Parliament 
which forgets that the world has greatly changed its political understanding, and 
that nationis now pay more attention to real tacts than to complicated political 
activities, 

Lord Curzon in his speech declares that the British Government during recent 
years has been greatly helping Persia, who, instead of being grateful and apprecia- 
tive, hias thrown herself into the bosom of a northern neighbour, and by overlooking 


tho benefits given by Great Britain, has become an instrument of foreign politicians, 
‘and may haye to face terrible consequences destructive to her country and ber people. 
i 


As examples of friendly assistance, the Foreign Minister of Great Britain 
quotes (a) the organisation of tho South Persia. Rifles (1); (b) the famous agree- 
ment affected in 1827* (1); (0) loan of British officers to the Cossack Division (1); 
(2) Atmitage-Smith for finance (1); (¢) promise of a loan of 2,000,000, ( 1). 

‘hese were the proofs of strong help given by Britain to Persia, and the 
ungrateful Persian nation has thrust aside this helping hand and) has sought its 
salvation from the Moscow Government! 

We think, in order to complete the proofs, it would be better to mention the 
agreement of 1907, and the contents of the Tsar's ultimatum of 1911, which was 
forced on the Persians with the approval of Great Britain, ‘The 1907 agreement, 
like that of 1019, was made to give liberty and self-government to Persia, and for 
this reason when the Tsar's régime fell the sincere friendship of the British did not 
cause them to alter their methods! 


No doubt if the British Foreign Minister studied the history of the Enst during 
the last one and a half centuries, he would see the sacrifices made by Persia in 
upholding the political and financial aims of Great Britain in the East, and as a 
proof of this we can take the annulment of ‘her agreement with the Emperor 
Napoleon of France, and, a5 @ recent example, the neutrality of Persia in the iter 
national war. 

Tn.every period of above history he would encounter tho severe political pres- 
sure put into effect by Great Britain in the Middle East to increase her financial 
gain and political extension, 

May we ask how does the British Foreign Minister wish Persia to show her 


* Mahommedan year. 
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ratitude! Tf he expects the same feeling of gratitude from Persia that he expects 
from India and Egypt, we cannot do better than inform his Government frankly that 
the Persian nation cannot purchase the gratefulness and feeling of obligation at 
such a cost. 

Tt would be better if the British Foreign Minister would state that although 
Persia in the latter part of her history lias been, too weak herself, she could by 
obtaining help from Britain's enemies upset the political situation in the East, 

Te wwould be well for the British Foreign Minister to remember that i would 
hot be reasonable to repay, by the 1907 agreement, a nation who has proved herselt 
totally favourable to Britain and in the beginning of her revolution has taken their 
protection as the only safety. He should remember that the Persian nation can 
distinguish the intentions of friendly help from that of colonising ambition, 

Tis better for the British Foreign Minister to remember that notwithstanding 
the repeated ruin to which the Persian nation has been subject, she never lost her 
national respect and correctness, and though a revengeful nation, has never up to 
now acted against the financial and political privileges of his Government, and is 
still ready in case of display of real and sincere friendly assistance to prove by 
deeds that she desires friendship and kindness, 

Tt would be well if the British Foreign Minister were to acknowledge the fact 
that the Persians, more than anything else, are proud of their liberty, and that. the 
assistance referred to in his speech has not been assistance to Persia, but meroly a 
method of furthering British interests, and that this so-called assistance has not 
been the right: way to benefit Persi 

Tn order to correct amy misunderstanding in British Government polities, or 
Jack of polities, in Persia which may exist, and in order that facts might be brought 
ta light, we will apply to ourselves parts of the Foreign Minister's speech, and will 

artly explain the general aspect of feelings in Persia and’ in political circles in 
ondon, 
Lord Curzon states: “The British Government with her army has been the 
only factor that has saved Persia from the horrors of war; firstly, from the local 
forces organised by Germans; secondly, from difficulties brought on by, the ‘Turks: 
and thirdly, from ruin and! massacre aad plunder by the Russian Soviet... .!” 

Tn this case we cannot do better than consider the conditions existing during 
that period carefully from our point of view, 

Far from saving Persia from the danger of international war, the British 
Government drew our unlucky country nearer to the flames of the burning fire, 

The only fact that prevented Persia from being involved in bloodshed, which 
had it not been for the wrong policy of ‘the Allies the then: prevailing situation 
would not have existed, was just the determination of the Shah, and the final 
decision of the Medjliss, in keeping perfect neutrality, 

Most probably that decision might have settled the destiny of Persia to the 
end of the war, with no misunderstanding, were it not for the harsh policy of the 
‘Tsar, and the open and active help of the British Government to the same perverted 
policy, which offended’ the Persians. 

veryone Knows that at that time under what pressure of financial and 

political burdens of London and Petrograd the Government of Persia was placed, 

the agreement of 1907 and the ultimatum of 1911 had totally deprived us of, the 
rights of a free-living nation, 

It is evident that all Persia needed was a perfect peace, in which they might 
acconiplish everything to improve financial and administrative forces, so that at the 
end of the war they might be a nation free and independent from foreign debt and 
instructors. 

Persia wished to keep neutral, and by putting an end to the unlawful interfer 
ence of Russian and British assistance, to be able to partly recover, and be able to 
defend her liberty, 

‘The Persian nation adopted a neutral attitude with great expectations, and 
considered that Russia and England would respect this neutrality, ‘The idea never 
‘occurred to any of the liberal factors of aiding the Germans and Turks for gain and 
in no case could they co-operate, 

But the harsh Russian policy, and maybe the assistance of British with the 
‘Tsar's reverse policy, created the co-operation between the Persian Liberals and the 
Turks and Germans to oppose the Allies’ policy in Persi 

Persia had no fertile soil for German, Turkish or Russian rabies 
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‘The conflicting policy of the Allies prepared the ground for this propaganda 
and brought tus to the edge of the precipice of war in our country. 

Persia, who, thanks to the 1907 agreement and 1911 ultimatum, has undergone 
a time of unbearable oppression, could haye protected herself from any sort of 
propaganda bad the Allies shown any sincerity in their assistance, 

‘But the Allies, instead of adopting that logical method, took entirely an 
‘opposite view, q ‘ 

‘ar from removing the Russian army from our northern territory, Russian 

troops increased’ daily in numbers and more and more carried out their policy of 
interference and oppression, r 

‘They, against all Iaw, suspended the consulates of the Central Powers in 
Tabriz and Bushire and the Turkish Legation in Tehran, . 

British warships anchored at Karoon and Persian commercial ports. 

At the same time that they requested Persia's neutral disposition, they, disre- 
Rarding international Jaw, violated the local and neutral rights of Persia, and while 
they protested against ‘Turkish behaviour and expected the Turkish army and 


ves, we could have looke own affairs much better. 

ar from being of any service in Persia, the British ariy has been the canse of 
much disturbance, as was witnessed lately in the north. We had no political or 
financial interests’ with Soviet Russia that would have subjected us to plunder and 
massacre, but it was just the presence of anti-Soviet troops such ag the British army 
that drow their attention towards our country and it was this whieh created fertile 
ground in the north for friendly feelings towards Russia, and if their army insisted 
‘on staying on in Persia this country would have been brought to ruin, 

Tt would be better for the British Foreign Minister to bitterly confess the fact 
that the presence of their army did not save us from the injury of internal war and 
the massacre and pillage of Soviet Russia, but rather made Persia approach nearer 
to danger, 

Ab» teininde® to the hovotitable Lord, wo can stato that the same day when the 
Tebels reached Menjil, the British army evacuated without any resistance. Perhaps 
“he British army had eoine to the north metely to excite the fire of the“ Reghabat.” 

Persian) off Russia, and against them the feolings of the Persian nation, 

Tf the British Government hid been desitous of Persia’s progress, instead of 
\ i¢ Tange amounts expended for its own well-equipped army, she could have helped 
Versin to organise twice as big an army with half the expenditure and thereby with 
British financial assistance, not only put aistop to German activities and to Turkish 
propiganda, and Russian massacre and pliner (1), but at the same time attract the 


friendship of liberal members of the nation, and secure a solid foundation for her 


Policy and finance without having to pay 1.2000, sterling (1), ‘The presence of 
foreign armies in Persia has not had, and will not hnve, any ofher result except to 


inritate the free Persian nation and to inflamie the fire of jealousy of neighbouring 
countries, a 


Eatract from * Sitara Iran,” dated August 11, 1921. 


__, Ju continuation of the criticism on Lord Curzon's speech, the “Sitara Tran”? 
wishes to point out that the 1919 Agreement as nol made for the benefit of oF for the 
assistance of Persia, but for fulfilling the colonising ambitions of Great Britain, 
European politicians and newspapers were of the samo opinion, If Lond 
Curzon supposed that Persians were not far-si ghted enough to listinguish what is. 
to their real advantage, he made a mistake, But he put the blame first on the Persian 
Prime Minister, who had said at the time to the British Minister at Tehran: “The 
Fersian nation will rejoice and illominate the town on the occasion of the signing. 
of the agreement,” and, secondly, on the British Minister, who, well knowing the 
character and natural affection of the Persian nation, insisted tupon the agreoment, 
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With the exception of a few people who were bribed by foreigners, all the 
Persian religious authorities, all merchants and workmen of all trades’ Were against 
the agreement, because they felt that to hand over the army to foreign officers, and 
financial control to the foreign advisers of a strong country like Great Britain would 
mean giving up all rights and ceasing to be an dependent nation, Likewise, the 
concession of railways, customs, &c,, were merely being taken for the security and 
advantage of Great Britain. 

‘Take as an example Lord Salisbury’s speech forty years ago regarding Egypt. 
After studying this and the speeches made in 1907 of the same nature, and after 
reviewing the situation of the Transvaal and other British colonies which are the 
results of such-like speeches, the Persians understand the exact meaning of the 
agreement, and in. consequence, protest against it and refuse it, ‘The opinion of a 
few insincere Cabinet Ministers cannot be taken to represent the whole nation, 

If the agreement was meant for the benefit of Persia, it would not have been 
made secretly without, the Inowledge of the public, and force and imprisonment 
with punishinent would not haye heen used against those who protested, which 
facts can be substantiated by newspapers published atthe time. If Britain was to 
take the country hy force, no other points than those in the agreement need be jit 
into effect, which are much the same as the conditions in India, Tf Great Britain 
intended to give real friendly help to Persia, ambitions colonising terms should nob 
have been put into the agreement under the pretence of their being to the advantaye 
of Persia, 


Appendix. (B). 


Official Notification published in the “Iran” Newspaper of August 6, 1921, by the 
Russian Minister, 
“To the paper ‘ Tran,” 
“ Tn view of the false news in regard to the Soviet Russian Republican Gover 

ment, published in your issue No, 947 of the 28th July, in the Paris wireless news, 

der the heading ‘ Moscow News,’ and/also in Reutor’s telegrams, mdr the head: 
line * Mobilisation in Russia,’ the Russian Legation requests you hereby to, insert 
in your next issue the following report, received hy wireless from the Publication 
Department of the Foreign National Commissar in Moscow, which explains the 
inaccuracy of the above-mentioned reports : 

No. 1165, 


** Moscow, July 20, 1921, 
‘The anti-Soviot newspapers and wireless have been circulating false 
news and have formed a News-Making Committee. ‘The White Guards! papers 
in circulation in the capitals of certain countries have taken the lead in making, 
accusations and are now circulating news regarding mobilisation in Russia, 
stating the Soviet Government, has declared general mobilisation, Other 
Sources report that mobilisation has been started on a short scale, while a third 
source advises that a big army is being prepared secretly in Russia’ ini order to 
take the offensive in the near future. ‘Chere are others Who are circulating. the 
news that Russia is concentrating her forces in order to attack Poland and 
Roumania, False reports such as the above have been frequently put. in 
circulation during the last tew months, and in spite of the fact that, thein 
inaccuracy has been proved, those in charge of the circulation of the news aro 
still continuing their propaganda, especially latterly. We now contradict the 
above-mentioned news and beg to point out’that information such as the above 
is absolutely unfounded and consists of mere acousations, and that the object of 
the inventor isto do harm to the Soviet Government. ‘There exists no mobilisa- 
tion or concentration of troops for any offensive, especially at. present, when 
Russia is fighting famine with all her might, At such a time her enemies try 
to create difficulties and to disturb her internal situation, ‘Thus enemies of the 
worlanen ‘and peasants of Russia haye started their old game at this juncture, 
and thus the famine-stricken people suffer, Thus the object of the enemies of 
Russia is to crush in every way possible the interests of the labourers and 
peasants of Russia.'—Publication Department of the Social Soviet’ Republic, 
under Russian Minister, Tehran,” 
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Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received October 18.) 


No. 578.) 
olegraphic) Lehran, October V7, 1921. 
ESHT was occupied by Persian Government troops without fighting 16th 
October, Kuchile Khan bas retired westwards into jungle. 
(Repeated India, Bagdad.) 





(8 1884/76/84), No, 108. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran), 


0, 412.) 
Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram 

‘We have no confidence in the Persian Prime Minister's assurances conveyed in 
your telegram No, 575 of 15th October, which we know to be inconsistent, with the 
facts, and we observe from his programme submitted to Parliament that he openly 
proclaims intention to seek assistance elsewhere, 

A Persian Government which having just dispensed with services of British 
inilitary and financial advisers is seeking Americans and Swedes to take their place, 
is making every effort to obtain American aid to pay us out, and is offering railway 
and oil concessions of which it hasino right to dispose cannot serionsly expect His 
Majesty's Government to accept mere paper assurances regarding “consolidation and 
improvement of friendly relations” with us, 

‘The Tmperial Banik have now instructed their chief manager not to make any 
forther advances, and I must insist that none shall be made on any plea whatever. 

‘As rogards last two paragraphs, any reforms would have to be of far more 
definite natnre than outlined by you before I entertain idea of raising embargo. 
You shonld therefore merely refer to me when Persian Government raise matter, 

Bank of Persia have been assured by Oil Company that royalties are unlikely to 
exceed 600,000/., and moreover interest to bank hag still to be my 

Tn these circnmstances, I view with equanimity application to third parties om 
such nebulous security, : 


Foreign Office, October 18, 1921 





[E 1165/25/34] No, 109. 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received October 23.) 


(No. 585.) 
(Telographic.) Tehran, October 20, 1921. 
FOLLOWING from South Persia Rifles, Shiraz :— 


“Dishandment of Shiraz and Kerman will be completed about 25th October 
swith, the exception of small escorts being retained for British personnel which will 
be disbanded on arrival at, destination. Fores at headquarters with remaining 
British and Indian personnel at Shiraz will then proceed to Bnshire for disbandment, 
remainder of Kazerun garrison on the way and should arrive Bushire about 5th 
November, Headquarters will be there pending settlement of any outstanding 
questions and your permission to close down finally. British and Indian personnel 
of Kerman will be evacuated to Dusdap,” 





[1B 11692/2008/34) No. 110. 

Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Réceived October 24.) 
(Ro, 108) : 
iy Lord, Tehran, August 25, 1921, 

THAVE the honour to transmit t your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 16 for week ending the 20th August, 1921, compiled by the military 
attaché to this Legation. 
T have, &¢. 


|. NORMAN. 
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Enclosure in No, 110, 


Intelligence Summary No. 16 for week ending August 20, 1921. 


(Seoret.) 
Gilan. 
ROTSTEIN is still_putting pressure on the War Minister to prevent him 
commencing active operations against Kuchik Khan, for reasons given in last week's 
summary. 
_, 2 An agent, believed reliable, reports that the terms on which Kuchik Khan 
will now agree to make peace, are :— 
(~) That Kuchik Khan shall be appointed the Governor of Gilan under the 
Persian Government. 
(b) The troops of Kuchik Khan and Qualu Qurban to be absorbed into the 


Persian Government forces, but to remain in Gilan at the di 
Persian, Gover ‘lan at the disposal of 

(6) A tre pres in Persia 

(d.) Full amnesty to be granted by the Persian Government to all republicans, 
sshom the Persian Government has been or is persecuting. openly ot 
secretly. 

(@:) New elections for the Medjliss, 


‘The Persian Government has refused to agree to these terms, 
_ 3. A Cabinet meeting was held to-day, at which the Gilan situation was 
discussed. 

Reza Khan proposed that military operations should commence immediately. 
Remaining Ministers opposed this proposal, as Rotstein hind. asked that, such 
operations should not be undertaken, assuring the Persian Cabinet that he can 
arrange a peace satisfactory to both sides without fighting, Rotstoin had also stated 
his fears of interference by Azerbaijan Soviet troops from Balt, if the Porson 
Government attacked Kuchik Khan, 

After considerable discussion, Reza Khan agreed to’ postpone military action 
for fourteen days, to give Rotstein a further chance of bringing about a peaceful 
solution, 

4, The fugitive rebel leader; Thsanullah Khon, with « following of about 200 
men reached Enzeli from Dilman on tho 10th August. ‘The Russian authorities at 
the port propose to evacuate him to Baku. 

%, Persian Government troops have occupied Lahijan. 

Qualu Qurban lias sent 300 men with two machine-guns and eight Lewis guns 
from Resht towards Lahijan to check any further advance on Resht from the east 
by Government troops. He still has a portion of his force on the Siah Rud position 
Blocking the “Menjil-Reet road, 

6, Sued-ed-Dowleh has promised’ to. assist the Persian Cossacks in thoir 
operations against the rebels until Enzei is ogeupied, He has Tet the front to pay 
a visit to Tehran, 

7. Kuchik Khan now has his forces distributed in two groups >— 


(a) At Resht, Enzeli, and on the Siah Rud position (ander Qualu Quran), 
Strength about’ 800, 

() At Kasma, Passeh Khon and Magulieh, with headquarters at Atishkeh, 
2'miles west of Passch Khan, Strength about 2,000, 


‘The defeat of the rebels in Mazandéran has caused a depressing effect on the 
followers of Kuchik Khan, many of whom have deserted and returned to their homes, 
‘The Bolshevik staff at Enzeli are almost extremely disconcerted, 

8, Qual Qurban is acting as Governor of Enzeli as well a¢ Resht, He has a 
detachment of 200:men at Enzeli, which place he visits every other day and stays nt 
the house of the officer commanding Russian detachment, ‘ 

Both Qualu Qurban and Thsanullah Khan have been keeping close touch with, 
and receiving assistance from, the Russian staff at Enzeli, < 

9. Large quantities of rice and other foodstuffs continue to be exported from 
Engeli by the Russians, Kuchik Khan obtaining’ arms and munitions in part 
exchange, 

30° Agentiwho: left Eizali on, the Sth! August reported that the Rosa 
Luxemburg ”’ was in the harbour on that date. “he “Wars,” “ Ardahan’’ and 
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“Egor Sazanof,”” all gunboats, are cruising along the South Caspian shore and 
frequently call abeEszal ; . 

11. The detachment of Soviet troops in Enzeli now numbers 170. Besides these, 
there are about 400 deserters and adventurers in Gilan, consisting of Russians, 
Georgians, Armenians and Tartars. Of these 140 are with Amir Muktadir of 
Talish, who has 700 armed men of his own in addition. He is not Bolshevik, and 
desires to support the Persian Government. He keeps friendly with the Bolsheviks 
in order to get arms and munitions from them. : 

12. The Russian school at Enzeli does. a good deal of Bolshevik propoganda. 
It has an Armenian named Simon Simonian at its head. 


Mazanderan. 


18. Savadkoh—The War Minister has ordered the return to ‘Tehran of the 
detachment at Sayadkoh, which defeated recently the following of Amir Moyyid 
(see Tntelligence Summary No, 15, paragraph 8), ‘ 

14. Meshed-i-Sar.—On the 15th August, 1921, a ship, “ Turkoman,” arrived at 
Meshed-iSar, From it disembarked Mudir-ud-Dowleh, son of Mushawir-ul- 
Mumalils, and Ittisham Humayun, the Chargés d’ Affaires of the Persian consulate 
at Moscow, ‘They are both en route to Tehran. 


Azerbaijan, 


15, Urmia,—Consul, Vabriz, reports on the 16th August that many Turkish 
Nationalist deserters are joining Simko, and he foresees the possibility of trouble 
from this quarter, 

16, Ardebil—The new Governor of Ardebil has not yet dared to enter the 
town, sind is still negotiating with the Shahsevans, ‘The town itself is quiet, 

ithe. Kamishln tribe (Shahsevans) a few days ago looted a. caravan between 
Ardebil and Astara, 

17. Tabriz.—The Russian Bolshevik officials in the city are quiet and inactive, 


and seam to have stopped their Bolshevik propaganda, probably owing to the bad 


news received from Russia. There is a strong feeling in 
to the lange quantity of grain they have taken away. 

18, Friction has arisen between Ballandin and Traskinski, the directors of the 
Tabriz-~Julta Railway, Ballandin is protesting against the prices charged for 

ranaportation of goods, while Traskinaa complains ofthe price of mazout (etude ol 
for engines) imported by Ballandin, and at the high-handed action of Ballandin in 
trying’to control what is now a Persian railway. 

‘The rolling-stook consists of three engines (one in bad repair) and thirty-five 
wagons. ‘The permanent way is in a very bad way. Sleepers which should be 
changed, according, to Traskinski, every four years, have not been changed for eight. 

'p, Strength of Government forces in the Tabriz area on the Ist August was 
reported to be as follows: 


‘abriz against them owing. 


Persian Cossucks— 
‘At Tabriz, ee, 
Between Tasnj and Khoi 


‘Total 

Gendarmes— 

At Tabriz 

‘At Saojhnlak 

‘At Karadagh 

At Julfa 

At ‘Ardebil 

Sick, deserters, & 


Total 
Sarhazis— 
At Tasuj ... zt 5 $3 
‘As road guards between Tabriz and Miaueh 


Total... 
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Transcaucasia. 


20. Nakhechican—A considerable number of Mahommedin refugees, who 
evacuated during, the operations of the Soviet army against the Armenians: have 
returned to their homes, 


Baku. 


21, Persian delegates, numbering eighty, are reported to have attended the 
Eastern Congress meeting lield at Bako in June, These so-called delegates: were 
collected by the Bolsheviks at Enzeli, and each was told to represent a town or 
district in Persia, and given a paper to this effect. For instance, the representative 
of Tehran was a 16-year old boy, named Krindian, an Armenian, 

22. Passengers arriving at Enzeli from Buku say that conditions are 0 bad 
there that most of the workmen have ceased to work from famine and sickness. One 
pound of bread costs 7,000 to 10,000 roubles. 

There are frequent anti-Bolshevik meetings. ‘To prevent these: becoming 
dangerous to themselves, the Bolsheviks arrest Galante and embark them for the 
prison on Nagen island, hut people believe that they are taken out to'sen and thrown 
overboard. i 

‘The Commissar of oil at Baku, Serabrekof, stated in a recent speech, that if the 
resent state of things continues, the oilwells will have stopped working by the end 
of the year. 


Tehran, 


23, The city is quiet and there has been no recrudescence of Bolshevik 
propaganda, ‘The Russian Legation is, however, running a very strong anti-British 
campaign, in which its newly formed press bureau takes an active part. Rotstein 
has applied to Baku for trained press correspondents to be sent him to assist. the 
work of this bureau, 

‘The collection and despatch of toodstufis to Russia is his most important task 
at the moment, 

On the 10th August. Rotstein sent a note to the Persian Government urgin; 
latter to take more ‘active steps to arrange exchange of goods with Russit and 
rejuvenate trade, 

‘24 The Russian assistant militery attaché, Rosenblum, who recently took 
despatches to Moscow, returned to ‘Tehran on the 23th August 

25, The Rustian wireless installation was ready for work on the 14th August, 
but on the pee starting to run, it broke from its bed and will have to be entirely 
re-erected. Repairs are expected to take u month, 

26. Anti-British propaganda is increasing: in the city owing to the eviticiams 
and articles written in the“ Sitara Iran "” and other newspapers on Lord Curzon's 
speech on the 26th July. 

A translation of a leading article in the “ Sitara Iran,” written by Sheikh Ali 
Dashti, is attached (see Appendix). 

27. The War Minister informed me at an interview on the 16th August that 
ier Poe strength of the Cossack Division is 17,000 men. He considers the 
gendarmerie to be a badly trained and practically useless force, and proposes to 
abolish it by absorption into the Cossack Division thus forming one Persian army 
He calculates that this will give him an army in the north of 30,000 men, 
proposes that units be renumbered, and the name “ Cossack Division '’ abolished. 

As ener the South Persia Rifles, he wishes to take them over, and to allow 
the British officers to remain for six months. At the end of that period, the units 
of the South Persia Rifles will be absorbed into the Persian army, which will haye 
already been formed in the north, so that there will be one army with one system of 
organisation for the whole of Persia, The British officers of the South Persia Rifles 
al the end of six months would hand over the South Persia Rifles to selected 
Persian officers, chosen by Reza Khan with the assistance of Colonel Fraser. 

Reza Khan proposes to use Swedes as instructors in schools only, not for 
executive command. 

He also wishes to disband any existing bodies of Nizam troops, absorbing those 
worth keeping into the units of his new army. 

Reza Khan is yery pronounced in his determination to form a Persian army 
commanded and officered throughout by. Persians only, without the assistance of 
foreign officers. He is very ambitious’ in his ideas, ‘and his schetne involves.an 
expenditure of money which his country can ill afford, He has evidently decided, 
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however, to Iet no financial considerations stand in his way in carrying ont his 
scheme, Mes: eS 

His recent success in Mazanderan has given him greater confidence in him 
He has a poor opinion of the other members of the Cabinet, and regards the Medjliss 


With the greatest contempt, which he intends to close immediately he finds that it is ~ 


of no real assistance to him. 


Khorassan, 

98, Reference, Intelligence Summary No. 14, dated the 6th August, 
1921, h 28. a 

‘Chlonel Gleorup was arrested by Colonel Mahomed Tagi and sent under guard 
to Nishapur, The War Minister is preparing a scheme for despatching a force to 
deal with Mahomed ‘Taqi, should political negotiations fail and military action 


aye eee M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Tehran, August 2, 1921, British Military Attaché, 


Appendix. 
Lord Curzon's Speech, Second Article, 
(Translated from the newspaper ‘‘Sitara Tran,” Angust 15, 1921.) 
‘Taw Sovrm Persia Riruzs Question, 


Lord Curzon’s speech, with its political frills, its camouflage of threats and 
courtesy, has two aims in view s— 


1, ‘To obtain acceptance of the financial agent, and 
2) To establish the South Persia Rifles. 


We have already expressed in our last, issue our views in connection with the 
person who hus come to Tebran as financial adviser, and we have now arrived at 
the second question, which has made the nation much more pessimistic towards the 
policy of the Court-at London than it was three years ago. 

Srior to out calling attention to the question of the South Persia Rifles, we are 
going to draw the attention of Lord Curzon to the officers, who, as stated by him— 


“Were engaged to render afsiatance to Persia, and, having gone to the country, 
have now either returned or are being forced to leave 


Prestimably he means Colonel Smythe and his colleagues, who were implicated 
the eeuunt cuenta of the ist Rebruary. Tt yould be well to enguire from the 
present Minister of War into, the cago of Colonel Smythe and his interference beyond 
the limits of his duty, as the Minister of War was with him in those days. We then 
mnoyy the reason why the Persian nation is not inclined to engage British officers for 
ae “The British Foreign Seoretary asserts that the South Persia Rifles have been 
organised for the preservation of safety in the south of Persia, i.e., Yezd and 
ser p11 the British Government landed in Bushire a certain number of Indian 
troops under the pretext of the insecurity of the country and sang in the south the 
song that was chanted in the north of Persia by Tsarist Russia ; 

‘In order to prove the fallacy of the complaint by the British Government, which 
vas pursuing in Persia, by all means in its power, its colonial policy, the Persian 
Government extended the organisation of the gendarmerie to the farthest frontier 
in the south, and this gendarmerio, which was better organised than at the present 
time, established security in the sonthern parts of the country so firmly that no event 
ocuted which might allow the British Government and the Imperial Bank to claim, 
fas previously, losses from the Persian Government. j . 

‘The safety of the southern provitices was not the only aim of the British Govern- 
ment, The British Government required a force in the south, which should obey the 
orders of the Court of London, and be a tool in their hands for the expansion of its 
influence amongst the nomads as well as the armed tribes of Fars and Kerman. 
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‘The British Government needed an army which it could mobilise against lovers 
of freedom, and thus destroy the light of patriotism in Fars and Kerman and make 
all anti-alien elements afraid of its political power. 

The British Government wished to have an army in the south which it could, 
when required, use against its rivals, 

‘The British Government required an army which would. not recognise the 
‘Tehran Government, but would be submissive to the Court of London and to the 
Government of India. 

‘The British Government could look with fayour on an army which would be a 
tool for the expansion of its political infliience and prepare the ground for its colonial 
aspirations in Fars and Kerman, and, in reality, earry ont the purpose of the 
agreement of 1907. 

Finally, the British Government wished to make the troops in the south, i.¢,, its 
zone of influence, equal to the Cossack force, which it regarded in those days as a 
factor of the Tsat’s policy. : 

Tt is obvious that a Persian institution and a regular administration such as the 
gendarmerie could not, in the above manner, remain absolutely submissive to, or 
tool for, British political aspirations. “ 

Therefore, intrigue and trickery on the one hand, and complaints and pessimism. 
‘on the other, were begun against the beloved gendarmerie, and eventually the rough 
policy of the British commissioners in the south resulted in the dissolution of the 
southern gendarmerie, 

Those who know exactly the political currents of the present time can agreo 
with us in acknovledging that the South Persia Rifles have not been organised for 
the preservation of security, and it is due to this reason that the Persian nation, as 
Well as the various Cabinets of Ministers, have not recognised the. said troops 
officially, and haye never agreed to consider them as a national organisation, 

How, then, can Lord Curzon say:— 


“The force, with its magnificent discipline, has been. the only body which 
undertook the task of keeping order in the southern provinces !”? 


_ Does Lord Curzon not realise that the sound of his speech in the House of Lords 
in England is echoed all over the universe, and that the Persians would be able to 
bring the real facts to light, or does he still presume that the bayonets of the Indian 
army have crushed the pen of liberty? 

__ The above part of Lord Curzon's speech resembles yery much the first part of 
his speech where he considers the presence of British troops to have been & means of 
keeping Persia safe from the fatal effects of the International War, 

‘The South Persia Rifles not only have not been able to maintain order in the 
southern districts bnt also have, from the beginning to this day, beon and still ate 
the cause of a series of disturbances, pillage, bloodshed and misfortunes, the events 
of a few days ago at Tepahan being a recont example, 

Persians in general know it, and surely the British authorities, too, are fully 
aware of the {ucts; but we, for the information of the other nations in Europe, in 
order that they should not think that the South Persia Rifles have really been 
organised for preserving the safety of Persia or that they have maintained order in 
the south, hereby give a summary of the sangninary actions committed by means of 
the said force for assisting British political aspirations, anid will leave the details of 
cach case 10 a more suitable opportunity. 

After the South Persia Rifles had been organised, alll the brave tribes and 
nomads of Fars, who had'completely submitted to the gendarmerie of Persia, turned 
against the South Persia Rifles and refused to obey a force which had British officers 
in command and received British orders from British headquarters, and which was 
ecognied as a tool for earrving out British policy. 

___ The British Government, who had anticipated alll these events but: wished to, 

ive, at any price, an example of its might and power to patriots in. those districts, 
Fegan with a: series of abtinne; of afihl he Agheone: agai tie Qashgai may be 
reckoned as the first, 

‘Those who were in Fars in those days are fully aware of the facts of the case, 
and Know that the illegal offences committed by. the South Persia Rifles units 
around Khanezenian, against the tribe of Dareshouli, who area powerful section of 
the Qashgais, made Fars resemble a plain of death for a period of six months and 
¢aused hundreds of intelligent Persians to lose their lives in very bloody actions 
‘Thus security did not exist in most parts of Fara for about a year: 
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Their’ second attack was miade on the territory of Dashtestan, the line of 
communication between Bushire'and Shiraz, on which no one recollects the loss of 
even a load of merchandise hitherto. Bo 

The third action committed by the force, under the pretext of maintaining the 
seourity of Fars, was the assault, on Kazeran, i.e., the centre of the freedom lovers 
of Fats, at which, as a result of punitive expeditions, hundreds of young Persians 
fell and hundreds of families were exposed to: pillage and spoliation hy the South 
Persia Rifles, 6 

The fourth crime committed by the South Persia Rifles, in which connection 
Lord Curzon may still dare to say it was in the preservation of security, is the 
assassination of Sheikh Hussein Khan Chakoutshi mae 

‘The fifth crime exhibited in Fars by the criminal hands of the South Persia Rifles 
is the murder of Nour Mohamed Khan and his dependants, the pillage of Dalekt 
and the court-martialling of prisoners of war. 

‘The above is a summary showing how security was maintained by the South 
Persin Rifles, 

‘Will Lord Curzon permit us to enquire what was meant by the attack on 
Dashtestan and Kazerun? Whether it was the Persian Government who gave the 
orders to the South Persia Rifles? 

‘Were Nasir-Divan, Nur Mohamed Khan, Ghazenfar-es-Saltaneh and the late 
Sheikh Hussein Khan freebooters or rebels, such as Naib Hussein and Reza 
Jowzabi, on the oppressed Boers, who did not wish aliens to rule in their country? 

‘Has it ever been heard if either of the aforementioned persons haye even been an 
obstacle to trade or to have wished toiseize the properties of others, or was it the 
Imperial Bank who impounded the personal properties of the above parties as a 
punishment for their non-recognition of the British Government? 

‘When have Dashtestan or Kazerun been against safety or against public 
‘comfort, toveven give cause for the introduction of the South Persia Rifles there for 
the maintenance of order 

Has the British Foreign Secretary never considered why it is that 6,000 South 
Persia Rifles cannot make Fars submit while the province has previously submitted 
to 1,500 gendarmes? This very point emphasises the fact that the Persian considers 
the South Persia Rifles to bean alien force which he will continue to oppose, and 
consequently unrest will continue in the countr; 

‘Therefore, it would be better if Lord Curzon will acknowledge thatthe South 
Porsin Rifles create unrest, and that the safety of Fars and Kerman depends on the 
disbandment of the force. 

We will disregard all the above-mentioned facts and will call criminals the 
innocent chiefs of Dashtestan:afid the patriot Nasir-Divan, but can the British 
Foreign Secretary, who states that— 


“The force has never been organised in order to act as a British army of 
occupation in Persia, and has never been reckoned as a British force but always 
fa force belonging to Persia... . ” 


answer whether the offences done by the said force against the freedom lovers of 
Fars were by the orders of the Persian Government or the Government of India? 

‘By means of the above proofs we ean show to the world that the South Persia 
Rifles have been organised merely for the sake of the political penetration of England, 
‘and that, during the period of its existence, the force has done, nothing but 
assassinate and rob freedom-loving people and those who are anti-aliens, and that 

mire national dignity commands'uis to reckon the South Persia Rifles as purely an 
nidian force, It isa dangerous weapon in the bands of foreigners. 

‘The last action taken by the South Persia Rifles for ‘establishing security is the 
‘vase which oceutred at Ispahan a few days ago, whereby, contrary to the statement 
of Lord Curzon, who eulogises their discipline, they have committed most disgusting 
fmmoralities, nd, instead of upholding the rules and regulations of a town, in 
‘Accordance with the rules of discipline, they have shown impertinence and smeared 
their hands with the blood of their brethren. 

‘Therefore, it would he better if the Foreign Secretary confesses that either the 
said force is badly controlled or that it is furnished with special instructions for 
creating unrest, atid disturbance, 

Lord Lamington’s statements are most wonderful. 

What has the Sonth Persia Rifles done besides fighting and quarrelling with 
overs of freedom! Have they restored any lost safety? Which fighting has been 
for the sake of the safety of commercial roads? 
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‘The disbandment of the South Persia Rifles will not cause the appearance of 
numbers of vagabonds ; on the contrary, its existences will affect adversely the polioy, 
the internal condition and foreign relationships of Persia and her political 
independence more than 10,000 vagabonds. 

Tn conclusion, we heg respectfully to remind the British Foreign Seoretary that 
it would be better if his Government will not insist on following up its usual policy, 
and that the era of the 20th century is not suitable for his diplomatic speeches, and 
that it is not possible to obliterate facts by clever phraseology. 

There is a great difference between to-day and the time of the late Mr. Gladstone 
and Lord Salisbury, and the conservatism of the British Government in pursuance 
‘of its colonial policy’ will terminate in events like those in Ireland, Egypt and India, 
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Mr, Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received October 24.) 


TE will be seen that these debates wera conducted frankly on party lines, sind that 
the credentials were docepted or rejected without the slightest regard for the manner in 
which the elections wore managed. 

‘Thus the only three Deputien whove credentials were rejected were Adul-ul-Mull 
‘and Mushir-icMoazzam, who were membera of the late Cabinet, and Sultan Muhammad 
Khon Hnimi, who was at first the lace’ Prime Minister's private secretary and 
subsequently Under-Sveretary of State'for Finance, No irregularity. was nlleged in 
the cave of hess threo elections, andat any rate that of Sultan Muhammad Khan, who 
represented his native town, was probably more fairly conducted than that, of almost 
‘any member of the Medjliss, Ho and his companions in misfortune wore disqualified 
nominally. by virtue of an articlo in the Constitution, which deniea the right of 
nembersbip to anybody. who has risen tp against the Cistitution, a ebarge which, if 
it was justiied in the case of these three, waa no less #o in that of many other members 
‘sho were dily declared to have bueu legally elected, ‘The ily real reason for their 
ejeotion was, of course, their eonnection with tho lave reforming Cabinet, 

Sultan Muhammad, a young man of timid disposition and slight experienoe of 
public speaking, ut first’ lost bis courage and rather busely: tried to. minimise, hiv 
jurtisipation in recent events, but later in'the debate the. atiacks made on him proved 
too much for his temper, and he indulged in somewhat abusive language, 

Neither Adbul-Mulk nor Mushir-i-Muazzamn was present at the debate which 30 
nearly concerned them, and it is noteworthy tht such respected members as Mus 
Dowlch and Mustauli-el-Mamalck were’ wlio absent, and that no voice was raised 
aay part of the House in defence of the three ineriminuted Deputies. TPhie lack of civie 
couraye is very chatacteristic of Persians. 

The question of trying the three for their misdeeds was at-one moment considered, 
ond Sultan Muhammad’ was actually arrested aud kept in prison for a short time, but 
‘was afterwards released and allowed to leave Tehran for his home in Shiinran, 

‘The chief interest of the debates centred round the question of the election of 
Prince Neenetad Dowioh and the tral of strength to. witch ib gave rise betwee him 
‘on the one side and Tabatabai and, still more, Suleiman Mirza on the other. ‘The 
iethods employed in that clection were notorious for their irregularity even amon 
those hela while the Government of Vossugh-ed-Dowleh were in power, almoatall of whiel 
were accompanied by the most unblushiug fraud, bribery and official pressure, and 
Tesulted in almoat very case in the return of # safe man, though but.s few months 
later the Prime Minister: himself had wo, fan lost confidevce in his nominees that he 
postponed the convocation of the Medjfiss for fear of failure to obtain a majority in 
Tavour of the reoontly signed Anglo-Persian Agreement, sane 

‘Nosrat-ed-Dowleh fost no. time after his release in strengthening his) position in 
‘anticipation of the struggle All the financial resources of his fiunily were promptly 
mobilised to aid him and every available keran extracted from Tttihadis, Privee Farman 
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Farma’s banker, ‘The co-operation of severil newspapers was acquired and a majority: 
of the Deputies gradually intimidated or bought up. These included the well-known 
Nationalist, demagogue and agitator, Seyyid Hassan Mudorrie, who had always been 
‘one of the Prince's bitterest opponents and whose influence with the masses depends on 
his alleged inoorruptibility, evidenced by his ostentatious poverty and squalid mode of 
life, His painful consciousness that go sudden a change of front, susceptible of uo 
honourable explaiation, could not fail to excite unfavourable comment was reflected in 
the line which he adopted in defending the Prince, ‘The latter is said to have been 
considerably annoyed at the chimsiness of his champion, who had dove his cause more 
harm than good, and had failed to yive value for cash received. 

‘These financial operations of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh are, of course, the subject of general 
interest, and comment, ‘Their details are widely known and the sums expended 
currently quoted. I have been unable to verify the figures, but according to the most 
trustworthy account which L have been able to obtain, 270,000 krans were expended 
on the Deputies and press, and the equivalent of 6,000. to secure the support of the 
Shah, ‘The lntter amount is said to have been transferred to His Majesty's account at 
a Swiss bank, where it had been lying to the credit of some member of the Farman 
Faria family, 

Dlr leaces tale habine tapi ecylmnerien eto a rmantenpar ts toe ae 
oxpensive transuctions, Prince Firuz, who owes to the British military authorities in 
Mesopotamia about 14,000 tomans for services rendered ond supplies furnished to him 
‘on his recent journey back to Tehran from Europe, declared his inability to pay for 
Jaok of read a 

Phe wojui jority in the Medjliss by Nosrat-odl-Dowleb made it evident 
that the party: opposed to him, led by Suleiman Mirza and Tabatabui, would be unable 
46 aedure the rjeetion oF his credentials if ever fhe question camel tor the vole ‘The 
Prince was sure to gain a signal victory, because they would be unable to count on 
the support even of such moderate menibers as Mushir-ed-Dowleh and Mustaufi-el- 
Mamalek, who, though aware of the irregular methods used to seeure the Prince's 
election, would not Nave the moral courage to vote against him, but would either 
absent themselves or declare in his favour) ‘The Opposition had therefore to devise an 
ulternative plant aud decided on the following — 


hough in a mivority, they were numerous enough to paralyse all action by the 
Medijliss at any moment by Leaving the Chainber, thus reducing the number of members 
presont: below that required to fori « quorum aid necessitating the suspension of the 
sitting, ‘They accordingly resolved to do all they could to damage Nosrat-sl-Dowleh by 
‘peeohes and then march out whenever the question arose of putting the validity 

his credentials to the vote, Perseverance in this line of wetion must have the effect 
of preventing the Madison eves being ffially constituted and. getting to. work, 

thi 


‘and finally result: in its closure ; but this consideration did not move them, because 
they tegurded it'ns an Assembly for the most part illezally elected, and proferred in 
any case to see it dissolved and new elections held iia objectionable conditions. 

the same time, they. intimated to the Prince that he bad better resign if he wished 
to avoid arraignment in the Chamber for his vations financial inwgularitiva. 


As, however, will be soen, the scheme was never put into execution. In the first 
place, the Shah, bought by his cousin as above stated, and fearing lest the expulsion 
trom the Medjliss in discreditable circumstances of a near relative of the Soverei; 
inight, affect unfavourably his own position, put pressure on the Deputies of the 
Opposition to induco them to abandon their enterprise, ‘The immediate ‘catiee of the 
failure, was, however, different. Seyyid Hassan Mudarris, with the complicity of 
the Prince and his obedient inajority, worked on the well-known timidity of Motamin- 
uleMulle Provisional Presideut of the Medjlss, by warning him that, when the debate 
on the Pringe's credentials was resumed, a stormy scene was to be expected, and thus 
duced him to absent himself on the plea of illness. Then, when the Chamber 
reassembled, Mudartis, who, as Kirst President, ocoupied the chair in the place of the 
President, put the question whether the discussion should be pursued or a vote taken at 
at once. ‘The majority, of course, declared in favour of an immediate vote, and Prince 
iruz’s credentials were therefore accepted, only two Deputies, Suleiman Mirza and 
‘Tabgtabai, having ths courage to vote for their rejection, 
‘The Prince thus noquired and still retains a predominant position in the Assembly. 
which, as will be apparent from the reports addressed by me to your Lordship, he uses 
primavily to eounteravt British influence and injure British interests in this ‘country. 
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‘This, indeed, appears to be for the present his chief preoccupation, his’ object. being! to 
oblige the Legation to recognise that Great Britain cannot afford to dispense with hia 
services and those of bis family, which would, of course, have to be suitably rewarded 
at the expense either of Persia or of His Majesty's Government, He then hopes to 
foree me to take the first overt step towards a reconciliation, 

Seeing tat, as willbe observed from my despatch No. 195 of the 16th July, T did 
uot begin the quarrel, and that I do not believe that the renewal of the close association 

ich till lately existed between the Legation and the family of Farman Karma would 
in the long run be advanitageous: to British policy or to. Persia itself, T do. not, propose 
to be fg htened by these mancuvres into playing the Prince's game or to respond 
wits indirect advances which he i# waking tome through his father, brothers“ and 
other persons, 

His bitter hostility is, it is trae, momentarily embarrassing, especially in view of 
the agreement which hie has reached with the Prime Miniater, whereby the Government 
will enjoy the support of the majority in the Medjliss so long as they continue to 
pursue the anti-British policy which the Prince ut. present follows, Even, however, it 
the Mediliss, which Incks preste and influenos in the country owing to the mannon in 
which its members were elected, remains long in existence, it is unlikely that » majority 
constituted as this one is will suivive for many weeks, Now that the credentials of 
the Deputies have been approved, they, are no Tonger haunted by the fear that Nostat- 
ed-Dowleh will revenge himself on those who oppose him by causing their expulsion, 
‘while the effeot of the bribery, cajolery und intimidation, by which he won so many to 
his side and induced them, in the first place, to sign * A Statement of the Truth,” is 
beginning to wear off, and if'it could be made clear to the Medjliss that hostil 
British interests is incompatible with a continuance of financial help from British 
sources, thy Assembly would, without doubt, gradually become more reasonable, 

In the meanwhile, the Prince imposes his will on the Medjliss end on the Cabinet, 
and it is notorious that he is the author of the impudent terms which the former haye 
Jately sought to impose on His Majesty's Government in connection with the 
assumption by the Persian Government of the control of the South Persia Rifles and 
the inspirer of their ey declaration regarding the British Binancial Adviser, 
respect reported in my telegrams Nos, 471 and 472 of the 25th instant, 

Tt is also known that it was he who suggested to the Prime Minister the possibility 
of obtaining financial help from American sources on the security of the oil royalties 
aud in return for concessions—an idea which, obvious though it may appear to a 
Western mind, bad not oceurred to any Persian statesmau—and who exetted suspicion 
against us in the minds of the Bakhtiari Khans, and prompted them to demand the 
remission of British income tax on the revenue which they dorive from their shares 
in the first Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Companies, 

‘The speech which he delivered in the Medjliss in bis own defence does nob atrike 
me as a yery able effort, but the course of action which he had to justify ig such that « 
brilliant success could perhaps hardly be anticipated, He has had it printed as 4 ki 
‘of broadsheet and widely distributed, und sent here by special! messenger copies 
addressed to all the members of this Legation, F : 

His lator statement, purporting to explain his fuancal transactions while in 
Europe, throws on them, of course, no light whatever, and, indeed, in the circumstances, 
he could hardly afford to throw any, It is ty be hoped, however, that he may gooner 
or later be brought to book in this connection. 

T have forwarded copies of this despatch to the Government of India and! to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner in Mesopotamia. 

: Thove, &e, 
H. NORMAN, 


Enclosure in No. 111. 


Memorandum of Debate in the Medjliss, July-August 1921, 


ON the 24th July the Medjfies commenced the norutiny of the credentials of its 
soembers, with s view to establishing whether eich election might be considered vali 

‘Three credentials were declared invalid; those of Adl-ul-Mulk, Mushir-ieMunzeam, a 

Sultan Muhammad Khan, who ware disqualified as members of the Medjliss becatise 
they had formed part of the Government of Seyyid Zia-ud-Din, In_ tlie discussion 
yphieh took place regarding Sultan Mubsmmad, Kha’a election Seyyid| Hasna 
Mudarris, Provisional Vice-President of the Chamber, declared that he know Sultan 
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Muhammad Khan to be a good man, but considered that he had behaved like a traitor 
to his country by taking part in the Government of Seyyid Zia. 

Sultan Muhammad Khan endeavoured to prove that he had been compelled to take 
offies in the Cabinet of Seyyid Zia, and that he had not taken an active part in the 
work of that Cabiner, He went on to ask wliy, if Seyyid Zia’s Cabinet was called a 
Cabinet of traitors, Sipahdar's Cabinet was not called the same, because it had been 
strongly opposed to the opening of the Medjliss, Sultan Muhammad Khan then 
propored that o special committee, should be fomed lefore whieh he might defend 

imself, and to which he could exhibit all the docuinents in his possession. The question 
of the furmation of such a committee was put to the vote and rejected, 

‘The question of thy validity of Sultan Muhainmad Khan's election was then pub 
to the vote, and not a single member voted in his favour, He thereupon used abusive 
language and left: the Chamber, 

A long report was then read relating to the election of thé Deputies for Ker- 
manshah, one of whom ix Nosrat-ed-Vowleh, ‘Tabatabai opposed Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’s 
cleotion, and the sitting then terminated 
__, The next sitting took place on the @lat July. Fifty-eight members were present, 
including several who had not been present ut the previous sittings, such as 
Mustaufi-il-Mamalak, Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and Samsam-es-Sultaneh, all three former 
Prime Ministers, 

‘Tabatatai obtained pernission to speak, and protested against the election of the 
Kerninshah Deputies on the grooudd that the lection was lied at a tine when 
Vossugh-ed-lowlsh was in power, and when SalaricLashkar was Governor of 
Kermanshah, It had been quite evident that Salur-i-Lashkar had helped his brother 
Nosratod-Dowleh to be elected. Such an elestion could not be accepted because it wis 
1 forced election, 


The speuker criticised the sixth Parliamentary Committee, whose business it was 


to enquire into the citeumstauees in which the Kermanshah clections were held. An 
tlectoral committee at Kermanshah used to put furward the vames of the candidates, 
‘und compolled the eleotors to vote for these candidates, A complaint had been mado 
tlint this electoral committer had been compelled to resign by the Governcr, but the 
Parliamentary Committee had apparently neylected to investigate this complaint, 


‘There had been no freedom in the Ketmanshah elestions, and the tribes from the west 
hind not heen allowed to participate, especially the Sinjabi tribe, although they were 
one of the finest tribes in Persia, who bad made many sacrifices for the country. ‘The 
tribes had requested the clectoral committee in Kerinanshah to prolong the period of 
sléstion in order that they might be able to reach the voting stations in time, 
‘This, requost was rejected. 

‘Tabatabai then attacked the Goverhment of Vossugh-ed-Dowleh. "He deolared that 
Vossugh-ed-Dowleh had despatched special emissaries from Tehrin to the provinoes 
to seo that iis own nominees wore elected, Vussingh's Cabinet was known to be all- 
powerful nd dictatorial, Thi was the Cabinot which drevt up the “black” treaty, ‘his 
black Cabinet approved and signed the country’s death warrant, Moreover it took 
Severe menuros for proventing the people's voice from being heard, Newopapors were 
suppressed and public mostings: forbidden, Even though the British Government 
was not in favour of putting, tho trusty into force wt once because certain’ forvign 
ewspapors were opposed to it, the Cabinat of Vossugh very audacioualy put the treaty 

pattial exeoution. ‘The nation wus entirely deprived of the liberty mentioned in tho. 
Constitution, and the Cabinet of Vosugh-ed-Dowleh acted against the principles of 
constitutional government, The same must be said of the Cubinet of Seyyid Zia, and 
the part played by those who were members of this Cubinet, like Sultan Muhanunad 
Rhian, must be taken into consideration. Nosrat-ed-Dowlh=should not be elected 
either, He delivered many speeches in favour of the treaty, although all the 
ewapapers of the world were against it, He tried to make other nations believe that 
the Persian public was in favour of the treaty, and the sime Power (Britain) who helped 
Soyyid Zia helped Vossugi-ed-Dowleh and Nosrat-ed-Dowleh. 

Modarris then addressed the Medjliss no follows : I see no use in discussing the 
way in whieh some of the elections wore held because none of the elections were 
properly hold. Aw regards the admissibility of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh to the Medjliss, { 
‘am very strongly opposed to hin because Nosrat was one of the moat active members 

+ of Vossugh’s Cabinet, ‘The entire Persian public is opposed to this Cabinet bocause it 
approved the Anglo-Persian Treaty. Only 684 persons among the whole population 
wore in favour of the taty, and eighteen of these persous are now piecent in thie 
Medi (Cries of astonishment.) ‘The namee of those 684 persons are ‘written in my 
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book, and hope that: one day, if God is willing, a national Cabinet may come: into 

ner, aud then I will bring the names of these persons before the Medjlias and let the 
Medjliss try them and give them their dus, ‘This treaty is contrary to Talam and 
content to the neutrality of Perna, whieh was uhiverally proviiied, Wiis toile 
have I not experienced during the past two years and whit sacrifices have T not mudet 
‘Then, only a short tine ago, Nostat-ed-Vowleh arrives, and, having ropented of his 
jormer ways, becomes one of our friends, a Persian and i Mussulman, Persians must 
not be Anglophil or Russophil, they must be Mosleins and Persians, Nosrat-ed-Dowleh 
is Anglophil and is aliar. He is one of the eighteen persons here present who wero 
and are tn favour of the treaty. But now he has repented and we must acgept his 
repentance, aud I wish to say to the Power in question (Britain) : * Nosrat-ed-Dowleh 
has served you, and now yor have driveu him away. All we asl is that by his actons 
he shall disprove his past career, My opinion may’ divide Parliament into two parties, 
ope in my favour and the other in favour of foreign advisers and the South Persian police 
(meaning the British Government), Tam not personally hostile to Nosrat-ed-Dovwleh ; 
L oppose him because formerly he was in league with foreign Pawers.!”” 

Suleiman Mirza spoke next, 


© Tai thankful to be once more in this country and in this Medjliss, ws 1 did not 
imagine that I shonld ever see my country again. F \ ‘ 

“As regards the validity of Nosrat-éd-Dowleh's election, 1 consider thit Vossugh's 
Cabinet watrone of the blackest that Porn ever ha and by, tnt. Cahinut this treaty 
wax made, At a party given in honour of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, Persian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Lord Curzon said that according: to, Nosrat-erl-Dowleh’s: speoehes and 
opinions Persian public sentiment was entirely in favour of the treaty. ‘The British 
Government proposed the treaty, and Vossugh-ed-Dowleh after rearranging it to « 
certain extent accepted it, thus selling Persia, and Nostat, who was un active iembor 
OF the Cabinet, tok a leading part in the negotiation of the treaty, which, was contrary 
to the liberty and independence of the Constitutional Government of Persia, Now wo 
must thank God that this treaty is dead and gone: During my exile 1 seldom 
reosivediany Persian newspapers, “Thus T have not much information as to what took 
place. Lonly know that Weariv-ed:Dawloh fa nimunderery and have ouly to, remind 
him of his actions before the Constitutional Government came into existence, Though 
I was in prison id Bombay under great, physical difficulties 1 informed the Frouich const 
there that T should always express my opinion without any fear. T oxprossed the 
objection which I'had to the treaty, and I shall always oppose such treatios. 1 should 
lige to mention an Article which appeared in Seyyid Zia’s newspaper ‘ Rad’ conerniny 
a communiqué from the American Legation, which was published in that paper, and 
Nostat-ed-Dowlel will le good enough to listen to his friend's article 


At this point Nosrat-ed-Dowloh interrupted Sileiman Mirza with the words You 
arealiar!” ‘Suleiman Mirza continued : “Tam not a Tiar, but 1 sliould like to repeat 
that Sayyid Zin, who was w friend of yours, printed all the speeches which you delivered 
{i Bunge in hfe newspaper, and Lakould like to brig to your notion that you dystared 
thait Persian public opinion was in favour of this treaty, At that time Lwas not in this 
country, and bad I béon hers [should have once more been sent to Kushan or some 
otlive plics of imprisonment. What T have suffered is not necessary to repeat, but at 
the time Nosat-ed:Dowleh was iu the midst of pleasure, und T, although in such 
sulfering, did nok vetain fhm prodaiing aloud the vaghte of the, Perin people, 
My; career and Nosrat’s sre swell known. 1 was always against, selling, this country 
‘whilet he was a partner in the miking of this treaty, Now, ax Mudarris gays, he lias 
repented of being in league with a foreign Power, and las become a Moslem ond « 
Parsian, but that is not cuough to absolve him from: punishment, for if one man kills 
another man, the fact that he repents of his deed doos not diminish the: puvishient 
thoreal, Everyone who bas bul a share in opposing eoustitutional govertment wil 
forfeit his right of election, Nosrat has only repented because Seyyid Zik imprisoned 
him, Real rypentance can only bo shawn by bis future carver and aetions.” | Sulelinan 
Mirza then read the Amorican communiqué published in the “ Baad’ (see Sir P. Cox's 
telegrams No. 619 to the Foreign Office of the 10th September, 1919), and said: "This 
clearly ahows that. the United States Government was ready: at that time to help ua in 
fovery way, but the Foreign Minister, Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, prevented the Persian repro 
Sentativer at the Peace Conference frow obtaining =ussistance from America, and 
Concluded this treaty with the British Government.” Suleiman Mirza also read out 
portion ofthe fsancalagrosient made Yetreen the Persian and Beta Govetomente 
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regarding the 2,000,001, and said: ““Thave many nice notes of this kind to 
there is no time to go through them all, If anyone desires to consult the Foreign Oifice 
archives, if thoy have uot been destroyed, he will find 1 great deal more correspondetice 
of this kind which will really surprise him.” 

‘The debate was continied on the 2nd August, and Nosrat-ed-Dowleh spoke in his 
own defence aa follows’: — 


“At the beginning of my speech I consider it necessary to state that L much 
regret the deplorable manifestations of personal recrimination, politieal intrigues and 
eninity whial eve cegured inthe Medi, at the opaiag. of te fourth pend abd 
Hatort it haa kosuolicilly opened (Ge tha durposs of fulellisg ‘these ties at whe 
the nation is displaying so much interest. My chief regret is that I have become the 
object of attack, and that my credentials have been made a pretext for the manifestation 
of enmity, 

“ However, while placing the responsibility upon those who have been the cause of 
those controversies, [feel T must say a few words in my defenos. My defence treats 
chiefly of somé personal matters regarding myself, AS far of political questions are 
concerned, [ leave the defence to my eolleagiies, who are better able to judge them 
dispassionately, 

“Tn the first place, I beg leave to inform Mudarris that 1 do not agree with the 

weh which he delivered the day before yesterday, und { shall now proceed with iny 
lofonce, 

“ With roferinee to the part concerning the manner Ih the elections were 
carried out and their legality, T do not intend to make any remarks, but in the speech 
of M. Tabitabai there was an ollusion to the Blections Commission which was formed in 

ne of Vossugh-eil-Dowleh, and Twas uccused of being a member of it. 1 
ically deny this, [have not the fiintest knowledge of such a commission, nor 
know any other person who has any Knowledge of it. 

is Withiveterenea torihy eligibilityas ac eandaite/anito the) otjections tol, T 
Should Tike first of all to call the attention of mnenibers to the speeches of the persons 
who mnie cbjections, aid L wish topoint out, that in this Parliament, at thin important 
ies wien the (poloy kewl Giitea ¢ futlianventaty reese biel luatal Lara yeats 
ighalil be iutubood nd elsions given remutdlig, those eh lel ofioe Garth this look 
period, we ure engaged in discussing the question of the credentials of our members and 
Hiogleoting more inportaut questions, (Applause.) [Lis witonishing thatin deciding such 
i) Important matter they should hase tieit'investivation of my conduct on w telegram 
sdrosied by the AmeriednGovermnent to the American Legation (at'Tehran), and in order 
to strengthen their point of view they refer to shy actions in Europe, without knowing 
shat my functions in Europe wers or what Udi Honourable members are well 
aware that Suletinin Mira imagined that when I was Boreign Minister 1 gave no 
support to the Parsian delegation which ‘was sent to Europ under the presidency of 
Moshuver-elsMamilok, and uow he produces « paper whiely was at thet time publi 
and distributed to the public and declares swith imuch ado that he will read it out in the 

liss, notwithstanding the fact that che paper bus aheady been widely published, 

the signed treaty to whieh it referred ns not been tatified. ‘This, Gentlemen, 
Tregret to aay, is « type of that mentality with whiol we propose to manne our own 
{fairs and to cope with our powerful foreign enenhies, ‘Chis is an example of var own 
judgment, 

“During the course of his speecti, Suleiman Mirza made many allusions to the 
Wichives of the Foreign Ministry, T'also woulll like to examine and coipars those 
sirehives with other documents, 

“1 claim that, during my mission in Europe ax the president of the Persian 
‘delegation to the Pawo Conference, in this and other questions relating to. the 
Tague of Nations I rendered many’ valuable serviees to my country which ought to 
ibe apprecivted. But L regret to aay that there has been sio mention of them. During 
this period noboly asked me where Lhd been or gone, what Thad said or what T had 
heard In short, they lave not only shown no interest jn these matters, but they 
‘Viave most venomouslynecused ime of niany abomiiations in the course of their speeches. 
In accordance with that ydrse of the Koran which says * Forgive the people with 
generosity,’ from mentioning those caumnies and aeeusations, neither dol 

d Suliman Misai'that he, iu company with Tahatabai, his aeowsed me of being 

yyid Zin... . 5 Bven supposing tht 1 was the friend of Seyyidl Zia 

Wutore the dveiits of his régime, Tabutabal ard his associates were Seyyid Zin's trieuds 
during the Cabinet of Sipahdar and during the: coup @Btat, (Applause.).... ‘This 


is a matter that needs no explanation or ar {every child in this city knows it: 
Honourable members have objected that I was a party to the agreement’ which was 
concluded by Vossuch-ed-Dowleh ; I do not deny ic, What good result can such an 
objection lead to? Ifyou mean that the said policy is considered prejudicial to. thig 
country, aud that the officials and politicians of that time should be called to. aecouat 
in order to prove whether they were traitors, or whether they supported the policy in 
accordarice with the requirements of that time aid thete responsibilities, T agree with 
you. In other words, I repeat the statement made by Mudarris. Tam quite ready to 
stand my trial on the coudition that Tabatabai is present at all the procoe I 
you declare, without making avy enquiry, that the conclusion of the treaty is contrary 
to the Constitution of the national Government, it is obvious that your declaretion 1s 
based on hostility aud that you lack the necessary. information, During the peviod 
when the Medjliss was not sitting, the Government took upon itself the responsibility 
for a policy which was to be submitted to the decision of the Medjliss. ‘The reason for 
the long adjournment of Partinment aud the misfortunes which have fall upon the 
country will be explained by others in due course, If your Highness had looked 
carefully through all the speeches which I delivered in Europe, you would have seen 
the speech, which was published in the ‘Toinps of the 11th Ostobor 1919, in whieh 
T officially and plainly announced to the whole of Europe that the treaty concluded 
betweon Vossugh-ed-Dowleh and the British Goverament was only « provisional agree 
ment, which could only become valid: atter receiving the ratification of the Medjliss: 
How can a Government which spent two years of its existence in completing the 
élections which are now the subject off my’ colleagues’ objection te opposed to the 
National Conatitavion, while those who were the leaders of the people, auuh aa Suleinaa 
Mirza and Tabatabai, who arrayed themselves against the approved policy of neutrality 
of the Persian Government, ought cortainly: to be accused of having: stood agaiiat the 
National Constitutios 

“Tn the course of his spoech Tubatabai refers to inatunces of the violations of sore 
of the fiiudamental laws of tho Constitution during Vosugh-ed-Dowleh's Cabinet, 
‘The respect which I have for the Medjliss and the Constitution does not permit’ me to 
inake « comparison between the case at issue and the events which have since happened 
in the régimes and Cubinets of the loug, period of parliamentary recess, 1 fuel 


compelled to ask M, Tabatabai to explain the reason why he and Suleman Mirza have 

only mentioned the names of three parsons of Vossugh-éd-Dowlch’s Onbinet. Probably 

it is Tabatabai’s loyalty und fidelity which has prevented him ‘from mentioning more. 

However, in order to defend myself, Thuy to point out that the treaty concluded with 

England was signed only by Vossugh-ed-Dowleh, Notwithstanding the fact that T 

was Foreign Minister at that ‘time I did not sg the treaty, Buc a draft copy of the 
oss 


agreement was signed by all the members of hh-ed-Dowleh’s Cabinet, of which 'T 
was ouo, including Sipahdar Azam, Moshar-ul-Mulk, Mohassnb-ul-Mumalels,  &c: 
‘Wherefore I should like to know why, at the timo when an enquiry is being mado, atly 
discrimination is shown, and the naines of three parwons only ars mentioned, who cannot 
possibly answer for the otliers, All signed the treaty, and all therefore aro in’ thy samy 
boat, Moreover, the responsibility docs not rest. with one section of the Ministers 
every Minister was a party to the treaty, and) is theiefore respousible tothe nation 
‘according to the Constitution, 

“Gentlemen, T di uot wish to trouble you further, but before concluding my: 
speech and resuming my seat, and perhaps listéning to. speeches calling me onos mote 
Dofire this tribunal, { would draw tho attention of the national representatives! who 
‘are now present and of the general public to the effwet that on the day that I signed 
he. {Sbacameat of ait oxpentel teas aijeotons: ((Appaise) When 1 nares ve 
thay the interests of my country required the prevention of British influence und 
interferenos I decided ‘to accomplish it, and was ready to undergo every. kind of 
facrfce and hardship, (Applause) fei compelled to say that 1 have confidenes ia 
the impartial judgment and in the conscience of the honourable Deputies of the 
Medjiss, and even if I hd no such assurances my enemies at home and abroad should 

now that even though I were excluded from the Medjliss 1 should endeavour at all 
es aud by all means and to my last breath fo carry ont this policy, which I consi 
beneficial for my country.” (Applause) : 


Suleiman Mirza spoke again 


“1 am not « personal opponent of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, I wish iis caso. to Be 
conisidéved by an tinpartial public opinion, When I oppose him it is not my ainbiti 
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to becomie rich or to enter theCabinet, My career shows that T have always heen a 
servant, of the public and a protector of the oppressed. Even in the reign of 
Mohammed Ali Mirza I and my brother Yahya Mirzat were accused of being responsible 
for the introduction of the constitutional régine, I have alvays oppose! oppmesion 
and tyranny, At the time of Mobarmed All Micas Noerat-cd-Dowleh wae oppored to 
the Constitution, ‘arma in 


lately, and probabl N onall sides, 
ana Sayyid eaeallK gers perish,”) “Tam glad to hear they: 
anv not working now, and hope that they will never have the chance of doiug so in the 
future, I give all praise to. His Majesty the Shali, our only help, for His Majesty has 
always helped to seoure the independence of this country aud to safvguand the 
Constitution, Some of the foreign advisers went. so far as to wear Persian military 
uniform and serve in the gendarmerie, Ido not refer to the Swedish officers, I have 
‘ways spoken openly and without fear and have always met with rebufls, and my 
opponents have got the better of'me, but events have shown that 1 was in the right, 

“Nosrat, hus said that my attitude of opposition to the Cabinet at a highly critical 
time was selfish and personal,” I, on the other haud, declare that those who hid anythi 
todo with the conclusion of the treaty are guilty of treachery, Mudarris in his speech 
declared that 684 persons had been in favour of the treaty and thit 18 of them are 
presont in this Medjliss, I wish to ask Mudarris to be so good us to mention their 
names, do that we may all recognise them, 

“As regards the charge of my being insufficiently informed about these matters 
Lean only of course say whut I know, T have been informed that Nosrat-vd-Dowleh 
went to Europe as orsign Ministor and ‘chief of the delegation sent to take part in 
the Pence Conference. 

“Weare now about to consider the foreign policy which Vossugh-edl-Dowleh followed, 
and I should like to know what service Nosrat-ed-Dowleh rendered to the State when 
ho was in Europe, If Tam given to understand that he rendered a service, I shall be 
proud of him and shull say, *Here is another Pringe who lax done (good service to 
Country and to the people,” 


aleiman Mirza went on to lay stress upon his own personal opposition to the 


“As regards the statement that Seyyid Zia was my friend, I can only say that he 
was never a friend of mine, and Ishall he grateful if Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’ will indicate 
what opinions of mine were approved by Seyyid Zia, Thy every Cabinet the Ministers 
were nooustomed to make their own legislation without paying any heed to the 
constitutional laws or to laws passed by the Medjliss, and Seyyid did the same thing. 

“As rogurds the statoinent that some people took up seus atd thereby destroyed 
the neutrality of the country, I must point out that from the very beginning Russia 
and the ‘Tsarist Government oppressed this country, Even in the twentieth century it 
was proved thit “might is right” in Persia, Tt was the same thing in the war; oue 
side did uot ‘respect Belgium's neutrality and the other side did not respect the 
neutrality of Greece. Russia and England partitioned Persia by the treaty of 1907, 
and they did not even consult Persia on the subject, whieh proves that‘ might is right,’ 
and shows whit Buropeau civilisation in the twentieth century really is, 

“Tn the past) the most important matter which the Medjliss had to deal with 
was the Iudget, but those who drew Government salaries and those who were 


149 


accustomed to drive: about in eairiages aud motors, who lived in splendid houses and 
never paid any taxes, immediately adopted au attitude of opposition, and the poorer 
classes, who always work for thet living and. pay their taxes egularly, ha no voice in 
the matter, 

* We are very badly in need of advisers or texchers, but it hus often happened that 

these advisers go farther than they should. ‘There are some good ones like M, Bizot, 
who did not attempt to exceed their proper functions, hut who filled to achieve 
anything because whatever suggestions M, Bizot puv forward were merely torn up and 
thrown into the waste-paper basket. [repeat that we need advisers, bub European 
advisers must look upon Persia ax a country like their own, and they must not go 
Segond the proper limits of their fonctions. “We wish them to treat us ny a eviised 
penple, 
Leer eel SO tem a ome a STE A Belgian advisers, and 
Mr. New, an Englishinan, ‘The Americans and the Swedes rendered greut service to 
Persia, and we must not forget their services ; unfortunately, however, ovents oconnred 
‘hich compelled ns to dismiss the Americans, “At the tine af which. Iam speaking some 
persone dil « yveat del of serve to Persia and expecially Me Shusio, whose services 
can never be forgotten, but the ‘Tsar's Government compelled us to diamniss him, 

“Here is another instance when ‘might is right,’ when foree majeure compelled us 
+to remove the only: progressive instrument. thut ‘we have ever possessed, and the 
Governinent of the day iad to'yield to an ultimatum on the subject. Loonsider that 
Cabinet culpable, because it could have resigned and thus avoided the ultimatum, ‘The 
British Blue Book shows that persons opposed to foreign influence at the time were sent 
into exile at the insti of y foreign Power, ‘To. what, lengths did nox the ‘Tear’s 
Government yo when it bombarded our most sacred. place in Meshed and destroyed our 

istorical library, the list of the contents of which as been given by Professor Browne, 
jocent people and ules, like Sigatsul-Talam, in Tab iting: 
because our only crime wax that we were weak. Atrocities of that kind 

inde some of us attempt to defend our country and its independence. 

“When the world war broke out we declared ourselves nentral, and belug weil we 
Wore usual, bit Gortafa, aountetsa would ‘uob recopateo cub deutealieps Boek an 
and Russian arinies invaded the eountry. When the ‘Turks invaded Persia our Sinjabi 
tribes defended theinselves and even’ doleated the ‘Turks, and this did not in any: way 
break our nentrality; just as Belgian noutrality was nob recognised by the Germans, ii 
eonsequonce of which ‘the Belgians had to defend themselves, xo the Sinjubia had to 
defend themselves, ‘The Tsar's Government recognised neither our neutrality nor our 
independence nor our Constitution, because it was a despotic Government, and although 
wo proclaimed our neutrality alond nobody Vetened to us, and foreign atmies even 
threatened to advance towards our capital, "Those persons who were opposed to, tho 

eared Ha no prespest Mac eatiie Ha eis usGteal etuntey sven, Yel yespeah aia‘) 
foreign diplomatic missions was not observed, and an Ambnsidor was seized and 
expelled from the country, Teas for these reasons that our ulenias issued orders for 
us to defend ourselves ugainst the advance of che enemy, and we hid to carry: this out 
‘us part of our duty to Islan, When we saw ourselves threatened with death wo 
naturally had to flee, ‘There was even @ movement afoot for temoving the capital froin 
‘Tehran to wnothier city. Doyou think that our escaping death ean bo considered to be 
a hostile action against the Constitutional Government ? Twas with the first. group 
that fled, Some foreign offictals bad fled at the same time, and it linppened that our 
flight was simultancous with theirs, ‘The Russians were hot ypon our tracks; and we 
had to flee farther atield. Wo formed a committee to oppose them aud to protect. the 
hentrality of Persia from foreign invasions. A number of Deputies igre were 
present at the time, and know that it was necessiry for ts to flee as our enemies were 
advancing. Tt is unnecessary for me to give au account of the deeds of the Russians 
I fled to Kast-i-Shirin and formed a committer of defence under the presidency of 
Nizam-us-Sultaueb. ‘Then the Russians advanced on Kasr-i-Shirin and we again bad 
toflee. Iand others went to Mosul aud others, went. to Constantinople, Av Mosul I 
received « telegram recalling we to Teliran and informing me that Thad been elboted 
Member of Parliament, At that time the ‘Tsur's Government had been completely 
‘overthrown, but our other ieighbour hud taken ite place in Bersin, (The southern police 
had been formed, and the formation of this corps was a more oppressive measure for 
Persia than auy of the measures taken by the Russians, because we were entirely taken 
by surprise, whereas Russia's actions were natural, as she had a despotic Government, 

iy should the British Government, which professes to be a Constitutional Govern: 
ment, take such a tyrannical step as to create « southern polios fore in Persia? How 
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waa it wasible to admit our neutrality so long as the southern police were in existence? 
This is the action of a Government which is supposed to be the helper of weaker 
nations, ‘This js the action of a civilised Government in this twentieth century. At 
first, I did not realise that England had taken Russia’s place, so when L went to Kasr 
iin T visited the Sinjabis, A few days later my tent was surrounded by Indian 
soldiers with repeating ‘rifles, and Twas arrested and sent to Bagdad, where I was 
imprisoned for nine mouths, and afterwards to Basra, where F was imprisoned for eight 
months, then to Bombay for eleven mouths. ‘This is the action of a Government which 
professes to be Persia's friend, to recognise Persia’s neutrality and to help and protect 
renker nations, Although I was fur away the people had confidence in me, and there- 
fore elected me. For how long shall we be oppressed by military forces in the souch ? 
fotcl sie? aes ioRend tome Pelioye Ui wines poles be eatsee gu ante area) 
and to be against the Constitution, Russia has now changed and we are delivered from 
oppression at her hands. We sonst seize this opportunity aud ourselves become 
progressive. deny the report that at the time of our fight we made a treaty with the 
Germans, As regards the treaty, [must add once more that although it was stated 
thut it requited the ratification of the Medjliss, yet it was brought into execution. ‘The 
Government took no part in protesting against the treaty ; even those who protested 
inst ib were suppressed, 
‘Kinally, wish to state that all our treaties, and especially the Treaty of 1907, 
‘ans out of order, ‘These treaties are devoid of any guarantees atid must be vigorously 
denounced,” 


Nosnat-ed-Dowleh then spoke again -— 


* Some people haye suguested tht I have benefited fro tho treaty. ‘his 1 deny: 
strongly, When T went to Europe with His Majesty, Twas authorised to. spend some 
money. T have documents to show how every penny was spent.” 


‘The tinal debate regarding the validity of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh’s election was held 
on the Gth August. Whe Prosident of the Medjliss, Motamin-ul-Mulle, was absent, aud 
his place wns taken by Mudairis. Fifty-four Deputies were present. Mudarris proposed 
that a vote should be taken on the inadvisability of continuing the disetission 
regarding the validity of Nosrat-ed-Dovleh's election, ‘This proposal took the wind out 
Thue ee) Gant beads et pxe Boke Sr eee tpnataal ther veal uch eve tes 
opportunity: for which they hnd been preparing of bringing out all sorts of evidence 
very damaging to Nosrat-ed-Dowleh,  Snleiniin Mirai said’ — 


“Tdo not think that the discussion which has hitherto taken place is sufficient, 
and Lam strongly of opinion that it should be continued, but shall bow to the opinion of 
the inajority,” 

Sardai-i-Mowam also opposed the suspansion of the discussi 

e question was then put to the vote, aid the proposal that the discussion 
toute nbontlawed waa uoce tod 
‘Tho issue was then reduced to tie simple question of whether Nosrated-Dowleh’s 
elcotion was valid ox not, OF the fifty-four Deputies present in the house, forty-seven 
voted: in favour of Nosrat-ed-Dowleh, five abstained, and two voted against him 
(Cabatubai ind Suleitian Mirza). The election of Motamed-ad-Dowleh, Nosrat’s 
colleague at Kermanshah, was also pronounced by the Medjliss to be valid. 
ator in the day Nosrat-ed-Dowleh mado the following statement — 


“Tn the course of the speesh which Image during our last sitting I promised to 
render an account of the expenditure for which I was responsible in the various offices 
which held, 1 should like to explain that when His Imperial Majesty the Shah 


started for Europe T accompanied His bnperial Majesty, and was given an appropriation * 


of 120,000 tomanis to spend for His Imperial Majesty, besides other appropriations 
from the Foreign Oltice. Twas Foreign Minister and president of the delegation 
to the Peace Conference, 
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[E 11698/2004/34} No, 112, 


Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 169.) 

My Lord, Pehran, September 1, 1921, 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 


Summary No. 17 for week ending the 27th August, 1921, compil i 
Sa eee ton re if h August, 1921, compiled hy the military 


Thaye, &e. 
‘H. NORMAN. 


Enclosure in No. 112, 


Intelligence Summary No. 17 for week ending August 27, 1921 


(Seeret.) 
Gilan, 

KUCHIK KHAN shows no inclination to make peace with the Persian Goyern- 
ment, and has again bombastically-declared Gilan to be a repnblic, A week remains 
of the fortnight allotted to otstein, in which he declared himself enpable of induc- 
ing Kuchik Khan to come to terms without fighting, ‘The War Minister, Reza Khan, 
hag reiterated his determination to attack Kuchik Khan in a week's tame should 
Satisfactory terms not haye been settled by that time, His plan of operations con- 
sists of a concentri¢ advance on Resht with three columns, whose heads are now at 
Labijan, Jubin and at a point 5 miles south of Masulich, Ble does not expect, to 
have much: difficulty: in occupying: Resht and Enzeli and reopening the Kazyi 
Enzeli road, He expects Kuchik Khan to adopt his usual tactics, and retire into 
the jungles westwards, where it is difficult to roundshim up, 

2. A copy of the proclamation issued by Kuchik Khan proclaiming Gilan to be 

a republic is attached (Appendix). 

3, Thsanullah Khan, with 200 men, embarked at Enzeli on the 18th Augnst, 
sembarked at Dakia, 32 miles east of Enzeli, on the coast, with a view to 
ing the Government troops at Lahijan from the north, 

Thsanullah Khan has an-Armenian named Sulake ‘Terorganof with him, who is 

an officer of the Russian Bolsheyik staff, and speaks Persian well, 

Kauchik Khan does not approve of the independent activities of Thsanullah 

Khan, and has vritten to tell him to desist, 

4, Kuznetzof has been appointed Russian consul of Gilan at Resht by Rotstein, 

An oflice of the Soviet Department of Foreign Trade has been’ opened at 
Enzeli in charge of a Jew named Simeon Simeonovitch, who spent part of his life 
in America, His assistant is a Jew named Rabinovitch, 

6. On the 19th August the armod vessel “Tula "” arrived at Enzeli, She has 

an arinament of two gins, The “Rosa Luxemburg ” left a few days previously. 

‘The “Orel” and a destroyer visited the port on the 18th August and Jeft on 

the 18th August, : 


Mazanderan, 

7. ‘There lias been no fighting in this province during the past weok, which is 
completely controlled by Government troops. 

__ 8, Saad-ed-Dowleh has received a letter signed by the Shah, thanking him for 
his assistance and giving him complete forgiveness foF his past actious. "ie letter 
ended hy inviting him to come to Tehran, ; 

9. The War Minister telegraphed to Cossack Division Headquartors at Kazvin 
on she 17th August to withdraw 1.900 men from the Thnekabon aren and send thei 
to Tabriz. 

10. Offices of the Soviet Department of Foreign Trade have been opened at— 


Meshed-i-Sar, under Donnevsky, 
Bandar-i-Gaz, under Uikha, 
Astara, under t 

Nishapur, under 1 

Bujnurd, under t 
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These’ are all branch offices under the central office in Tehran (in charge of 
Belgol), \shich operates direct. under Moscow. 

11, On the 16th August the ship “ Gortchakof "’ arrived at Meshed-i 
bringing one rail-truck load of sugar, 1,500 of Kerosene, 14 boxes of enamel, 
3,000 tomans’ worth of silver and gold artic! ; 

12, On the 24th August the ship “Tamara” arrived at Bandar-i-Gaz, bring- 

is of cloth and eighty boxes of different manufactured goods. 
. Persian customs auithorities at. the ports haye instructions to allow exchange 
‘of goods, Int not to allow sale for cash. 


Kazvin, 

14, Jemil Bey, the Nationalist Turk employed in the Cossack Division as an 
intelligence officer, is in close touch with the Democrats of Kazvin, and is a close 
iriend of Sayid Ali Rad, the president of the Democrat Committee in Kazvin, 


Tehran, 


1. Reza Khan had an evening party on the 19th August, to which he invited 
all the members of the Russian Legation, including wives and women employees. 
Rotstein made a short speveh, in which he said ; “Red Russia has always had a 
real union with Persia, a'strong and independent country. Red Russia will always 
ist her, Up to the present time several Powers have tried to lessen her indepe 

dence, but they could not and will not be able to do this.” 7 

16, The Russian press hureau organised by Rotstein for publicity and propa- 
ganda is now working, and its results are noticeable in the newspapers. Rotstein 
Continues his strong anti-British propaganda campaign. He has entirely ceased 
Communist. propagrand 

17, Rotatein hag dismissed his chiet wireless mechanic Charuet for inefficiency. 
and has taken on the services of two new mechanics for this work, Simeonof and 
Shesternol, 

18, A sailor, Paylof, left Tehran on the 22nd August as diplomatic conner to 
Russia vit Enzeli, 

. Reference, Intelligence Summary No. 8, dated the 25th June, the abscond- 
ing Bolshevik ( raelenko was arrested by the Persian Government at the 
request of Rotstein, —Rotstein demanded that he should be handed over to the 
Russian Legation for despatch to Baku, where doubtless he would be shot. 
Israclenko states himself to be a Pole, and claims French protection. Fearing violent 
‘action on the part of the Bolsheviks, Israclenko escaped from confinement, and has 
taken “hast” in, the h his wife and several anti-Bolshevik 
Rinssians who assisted’ in his escape. Rotstein is furious, and has presented an 
ultimatnin to the Persian Government threatening to break off relations with Persia 
should Israclenko and these Russians not be handed over to him within three days. 
‘The French Legation categorivally refuse to hand them over. ‘The Persian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs has been disinissed for his conduct in the matter at the insistence 
of Rotstein, ‘The Persian Cabinet are seriously alarmed at the. possible develop- 
ments that may ensue. ‘Though they: realise that Rotstein’s action is contrary to 
hoth international law and the'laws of the country, they are extremely afraid of 
him, aud fear that he may again introduce Bolshevik troops into the country. 

fv addition to the above individuals, Rotstein has demanded the arrest of some 
thirty-one Russian subjects in Tehran, who have not accepted Bolshevism, and 
asked tint they be handed over to hint, These are mostly penniless Russian officials 
of the old régime, who now take no part in polities, and are trying to earn a living 
in various ways in the city, For ohyions reasons they dare not report to the Russian 
Legatio 

#0. ‘The former American mission building in Tehran is to be the new Russian 

school, Meetings for spreading Bolshevik doctrines are to be held there twice a 
week. School to open on the 1st September. 

31, Persian officers on the staff of Reza Khan state that he has twice received 
large sims of money recently from the Russian Legation, but amounts not known, 

22, Reference, Intelligence Summary No. 13, dated the 30th July, paragraph 24 
‘These newspapers have been allowed to appear again. 

28. On the 2rd August, Belgof, the chief representative of foreign trade in 
Persia for the Soviet Republic, arrived in Tehran and, with his staff of five Russians, 
is accommodated in the Grand Hotel. 
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On the 24th Angust, his office opened for work, and he interviewed geveral 
merchants, 

_ On the 25th August Belgof visited the old Russian Bank and examined the 
building. On the 26th August Rotstein wrote to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and asked the Persian Government to give him the bank building for the use of the 
Russian offices of foreign trade, Belgof has meanwhile rented a house in Valiabad 
Streot, the garden and house of Sipahsalar. 

A separate memorandum is being forwarded giving further details of the 
Soviet foreign trade organisation in Persia. and its activities, 

_A Jew dentist trom Bala, named Melcharovsky, has arrived in Tehran this 
week with his wife, He was a Bolshevik. commissar in Baku, and is known to be a 


Communist agent. He visited Rotstein immediately on arrival, He is to open a 
dentistry. y 


25. The following are new arrivals at the Russian Legation during the past 
week : 


Starof and wife. 
Kruglikof, to be in charge of Legation garage. 


Alfinof, a’ Communist Tartar from the Caucasus. Real name Abmedof. 
Probably a propagandist. 


26, On the 16th August arrived in Tehran from Baku, Gohan Khanum, a 
Persian Communist woman, educated in Russia, On the advice of Rotstein, she is 
to open a hospital in Tehran, She does not wear the veil, 

27. ‘Tables giving the present strength of the Persian Cossack Division and the 
gendarmerie are given in Appendix (B) and Appendix (C),* 

These two forces constitute the army controlled by Reza Khan, the War 
Minister. He proposes shortly to change their designntions and reorganise them 
into one unit. 

28, Reza Khan, having had the gendarmerie transferred from tho Ministry of 
the Interior to the Ministry of War, is now trying to get the police force pliced 
under his control. This has greatly disconcerted General Westhal, a Swedish pier, 
who has commanded the police force for several years, and who has informed me that 
he intends to resign his post at the end of the year, as further service under the 
present Persian régime is impossible, 


29. The Tehran newspaper ‘Tran’? dated the 2st August, 1921, publishes 
the following articlé : 


© An anti-Enropean committee has been formed in Bokhiara with the object: 
of destroying European influence in the East, Tt is an independent committes, 
hut has close linison with all other Eastern societies of the same kind, Tt has 
sent representatives to India and Afghanistan, Tt is in communication. wi 
Gandhi, the famous upholder of the Indians, and with Mulwi Mohamed Ali, 
The pan-Tslamie and Toternational Assooitions in Bokhaen have issued 
* proclamations” saying that, in spite of all that. was expected from Japan, to 
come to the aid of Mussulmins to safeguard their interests, Japan has allied 
herself with England, and is now working with our enemies." 


Azerbaijan, 


30. Urmia.—A detachment’ of 1,500 gendarmes under Major Lundberg, a 
Swede, hias arrived at Tabriz, It is to proceed to Saojbulak, where Lundberg will 
undertake operations against Simko in conjunction with the Government. troops. 
already there. Simko, encouraged by ‘Turkish Nationalists, is trying, to make other 
Persian Kurdish tribes join him. ‘The attitude of tho lditer snveh depends on the 
snovess of Major Landberg’s initial operations. 

On the 25th August the British consul at Tabriz wired to say that Simko is 
alarmed at theso preparations being made to attack him, and has prevailed on the 
inhabitants of Urinia to send’a messenger to the Governor-General at Tabriz, askin, 
that the troops may be dispersed and that the matter may bo sottled by. peaceftl 
negotiations. 

31, Tabriz—Dr. Usher, of the American Relief Mission in Armenia, has 
arrived at Tabriz to buy grain. He states that the units of the Russian Soviet. army 
i neasus are continually being moved. The procedure is for half-staryed 


© Not privted. 
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troops from South Russia to be brought to ‘Transcaucasia; after a short stay, they 
are sent back and replaced by others. 7 

He reports that the idea of Bolshevik troops being sent to help the Turkish 
Nationalists is most unpopular, and he does not think the Soviet authorities will 
authorise suoh a step. 2 

82, A Persian named Miuzat has arrived at Tabriz from Berlin, sent by the 
Tajdidyon Party (Reformers), whose president is Taqi Zadeh, He has joined the 
committee of the Sheikh Mohamed Khiabani Party, and is working with them 
against the Persian Government, 


Dranscaspia, 

88, On the 2rd August, Rotstein visited the telegraph office and had a tele- 
graph “conversation” with Askhabad from 11 A.st. to 8 pst, the line being put 
“through” for the purpose. 

‘Whe chief points he discussed were :-— 

(«) A direct through” telegraph line to Askhabad has been arranged for 

by the Persian Government from Tehran to Askhabad, 

(b.) A commission to deal with certain boundary questions and water rights 

between Persia and ‘Transcaspin is being sent hy the Persian Government 

(c.) The Persian Government has given permission for the export of a small 

quantity of rice and wheat from Persia to Russia, 

(2) Rotstein asks for more assistants to be sent to Tehran, 


Ispahan, 
chubin hay been appointed Russian consul at Ispaban and lenyes Tehran 
10 take np his post. He was formerly Russian bank manager at Tspahan. 


Khorassan. 
. Reza Khan 1s preparing a force of 4,000 men from the Persian Cossack 
Division for operations against Colonel Mohamed ‘Taqi Khan, who has up to date 
refused to come to terms with the Persian Government. ‘ 
Colonel Glecrup, who was recently sent to Meshed to act as intermediary, has 
returned to Tehran, having failed to induce Mohamed Tagi to accept the terms 


offered by his Government, x 
‘The War Minister desires, however, to complete the conquest of Gilan before 


undertaking operations in Khorassan, He fears Mohamed Tagi as a possible rival 
and, thanks’ to Bolshevik propaganda, is suspicious that the British authorities 
backing Mobamed Tagi, He considers that many of the disbanded South Persia 
Rifles wwill proceed to Khorassan to join Mohamed Taqi 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Attaché, 
Tehran, August 28, 192, 


Appendix, 
Yranstation of Kuchik Khan's Proclamation, August 15, 1921. 
PROCLAMATION. 


‘The Persian Revolutionary Committee hus been fully occupied since the’ day it 
yas formed over importiint political problems, and bas had to postpone administra 
tive reforms, 

‘Phe Revolutionary Committee has had the task of fighting the Shah and the 
Shah's supporters, aswell as that of taking steps to restore peace and order and 
preserve the welfare of the public. s 

In order to fulfil the expectations of the people and improve their welfare, the 
committee are now commencing reforms, at Be 

‘To ensure good management and to preveiit any opportunity being 
individuals to work for themselves and not for the common good, the committee is 
dividing the Government oifiges into five branches, each of which will haye a tember 
of the committee at its head, 


‘These branches are :— 


1, Finance and Public Works. 

2, War. 

3. Foreign Affairs, Commerce, Posts, Telephone and Telegraph, 
4. Interior. 

5. Justice and Public Instruction, 


We hereby announce the formation of the Republican Government, under the 
following -— 

1. Mirza Kuchik Khan : Chief Commissar and Commissar of Finance, 

2. Qualu Qurban: War Commissar, 

8. Haider Amoghli: Commissar for Foreign Affairs, 

4, Mirza Mohammedi: Commissar of the Interior. 

5, Sarkhosh : Commissar of Justice, 


By the absollite faith we have in God, we hope to maintain peace and order 
for the public under the auspices of the Federal Republican Government, and we 
hope to administer the country in a satisfactory manner, 


‘The Revolutionary Committee of Persia : 
KUCHIK JANGALI, 
QUALU QURBAN, 
HAIDER AMOGHLI, 
MOHAMMEDI, 
SARKHOSH, 


(E 12981/2/34) No, 118 
Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Noowmber 8:) 


(No. 175.) 
My Lord, Gullick, September 5, 1921, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 484 of the 2nd instant, T have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith a translation of a proclamation recently 
issued at Resht by Mirza Kuchik Khan, the chief of the Jungalis, in the fame of 
the “ Revolutionary Committee of the Republican Government of Persia,” and dated. 
the 15th August, 1921, 
yoy, sacedullah Khan, who has been negotiating with the Persian Government. at 
Tehran in the name of Kuchik Khan, has denied the issue by his chief of this 
republican proclamation, but I have been informed by the Prime Minister that the 
Imperial Government have no reason to doubt ite authenticity, 

_ Since the famine in Russia has attained serious proportions, the Russian 
Minister, who previously professed great. anxiety for the opening of the road to 
Resht and Enzeli and the active resumption of commercial relations between Russia 
and Persia, has completely changed his ground, and is using every means in his 
possession to keep the road shut. He is opposing the plan of the Minister of War 
for an immediate advance on Gilan and discouraging the efforty which the Persian 
official in charge of the road is making to obtain funds for its improvement. and 
maintenance, “The object of these manceuyres, as already reported in my despatch 
No. 158 of the 8th ultimo, is to prevent food from being brought from Gilan to the 
capital, but, above all, to ensure the retention of Enzoli by the foroes of Kuchike Khaw 
So that the post may continue to be used for the wholesale export of foodstuffs, which 
the Persian Government would do their best to prevent if they regained control of it, 
as they are already doing im the case of other Persian ports on the Caspian Sea, 
1n the circumstances, it is probable that M. Rotatein has encouraged Kuchik: Khan 
once more to proclaim a republic in Gilan with a view to strengthen the position of 
the lattor against the Persian Government, but of this T have so far received no 
evidence. 

It is certain that before the Russian troops evacuated Gilan they. handed over a 
quantity of arms and material to Kuchik Khan and left numerous instructors, 
gunners, &c., behind them, and no doubt M, Rotstein finds in the support of Kuchik 
Khan a convenient means of putting pressure on the Persian Government and of 
maintaining a revolutionary centre in Gilan, 

[75807 x2 
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‘The Minister of War is much incensed at M, Rotstein’s attitude, and is deter- 
mined, in spite of the opposition of the latter, to move his troops forward to atta 
Kuchik Khan from the east along the Caspian coast. from the south of the Menjil 
road and from the west, through Zenjan and Masuli. In the meanwhile further 
supplies of arms and ammunition are reported to be reaching the Jungalis from 
Baku in exchange for foodstuffs, and Gikalo, who formerly commanded the Red 
forces in Gilan, is said to he collecting in Azerbaijan a volunteer army for the 
invasion of Persia. € 

‘The position is complicated for the Russians by the fact that Kuchik Khan, 
while sincerely desirous of effecting social revolution in Persia, is no Communist, 
hit a whole-hearted Nationalist, who may be counted upon to resist the extension of 
Russian influence in Persia with all his might, from the moment when he thinks 
himself strong enough to dispense with Russian help. E 

1 have forwarded copies of this despatch to the Government of India and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner in Mesopotamia. 

i T have, &e. 


H. NORMAN. 


Enclosure in No, 113. 
Proclamation. 


(Cranslation,) Assad 28, 1800 (Aigust 15, 1921). 
THE Persian Revolutionary Committee, since the day it was formed, has been 
‘Sceupied with important problems, so that the reform of the Administration has 
hind to be postponed, Although the Revolutionary Committee not only wishes to 
restore peace and order and to Bight the Shah and Royalists and the enemies of the 
Tevolition, it has constantly endeayoured to secure public order and tranquillity. In 
order to fulfil the expedtations of the people and to assure them that the committee 
in the future will strive for the welfare of the people, the committee will from now 
‘onwards begin the work of reform, Now, in order that good management should 
prevail’anid no opportunity be given to the individnals who consider their personal 
interests and wish to bring abont disorder, the committee divides the Governmental 
Departments into five, each of which will be directed liy one of the members of the 
committee, Nhe divisions are as follows :— 
1, Finances and Public Work: 
2, War. > 
8, Foreign Affairs and Commerce and Post, Telegraph and Telephone, 
4, Tnterio 
Justice and Public Tnstruction, 


hereby announce the formation of the Republican Goyernment :— 


1, Mirza Kuchik Khan, Chief Commissary and Commissary of Finance, 
2, Khaloo Gorhan, War Commissiry, 

8, Haidar Ammu Aghli, Commissaty of Foreign Affairs, 

4, Mirza Mohammedy, Commissery of the Interior. 

5, Sar Khosh, Judicial Commissary. 


the absolute faith we have in God, we hope to introduce peace and order for 
the public, under the auspices of the Consultative Republican Government, and to 
form an Administration ina satisfactory manner, 
‘The Revolutionary Committee of Persia: 
KUCHIK, JUNGALI. 
KHALOO GORBAN. 
HATDAR AMMU AGHLI. 
MOHAMMEDY. 
SAR KHOSH. 





{E 11700/2004/34) No. 114. 


Mr. Norman to tie Marquess Curzoi of Kedleston.—(Iteccived Ootober 24:) 


(No. 177.) 
iy Lord, Galak, September 11, 1921. 
1 HAVE the honour to\transmit to your Lordship herewith Intelligence Summary. 
No. 18 for the week ending the 3rd Seprember, 1921, compiled by the military attaché 
at this Legation. 
Thave, &. 
H. NORMAN, 


Enelosure in No. 114. 


Tatelligence Summary No. 18 for Week ending September 3, 1021. 
sere) 
Ailan. 


ON the fortnight clapsing which Rotstein had asked for in order to arrange terms 
with Kuohik Khan, Rotstein informed-the Persian Government that he had taken no 
steps’ to assist in the matter, and would not do so owing to the failure on the part of 
the Persian Government to hiand over Tsraelenko to him, (See Inst week's Tntelligence 
Suunimary No 17, paragraph 19.) The War Minister xegands this action of Rotstoin as 
a breach of faith, and has stated that he will now disregard Russian advice aud attack 
Kuchik Khan immediately the foast of Achoura (a Mobarrani festival iy ove, i ator 
the 13th September. Reza Khau, in an interview I had with him ou the dth September, 
seemed greatly annoyed at Rots ion and stated that he eonsidored: Hotatein's 
policy was to bolster up the rebels fn Gila for two purposes :— 


(a.) To preserve a Bolaievike centre in Gilan from which Communist propaganda 
ean be developed and disseninated, 

(H,) To enable the iincontrolled export. of foodstuffs to Russia from Gilan to 
continue, 


‘These reasons for Roistein’s line of uction are probably correct, and are thovo, 
given by mo in my Summary No, 15, dated the 13th August) paragraph 4, 

‘Though Roza Khan is apparently honest in his intention to attack Kuchik Khan, 
intrigue on the part of Rotstein is more than likely to make him change his mind when 
tho time comes, 

2, Theanullah Khan, with a following of 500 men, attacked Tangetoud from Dakin 
on the 22nd August and captured the town, The Government troops, composed of 
dotachment of Persian Cossacks, retired. to Rud-iSar, losing thirteen killed and’ tan 

risoners, On the 2oth August the Persian Cossacks counter-attscked and recaptured 

mgeroud, ‘The rebels lost 150 prisoners and 20) killed and wounded, Phe fow 
remaining with Thsanullah Khan retreated to Dukia, A later report, as yet unconfirmed, 
states that Lhsanullah Khan bas boen evacuated to Baku by the Russivns, 

3. One torpedo-boat is permanently stationed at’ Enzeli, Russians control the 
internal administration of the town. 

4. ‘The Persian revolutionaries at Bazeli hold meetings twice a week for the spread. 
‘of Bolshevism. ‘These mectings are attended by the Russian Bolsheviks, 

5, On the 30th August Haji Ahmed aud Sirdar Mobi, tivo rebel leaders who. 
formerly were working with Kuchik Khan, and had been sent to Baku by tho Russians 
two months ago, returned to Enzeli with a number of Caucasian volunteers for Kuchik 
Khan's forces. ‘This has been done with the assistance of the Bakw| Soviet, who are 
rendering all the help they ean to the rebels in Gilan. 

6. On the 26th August a small skirmish ocurred on the Siahrud between « 
detachment of Kuchik Khan and advanced: patrols of the Government troops. The 
fattor lost one killed aad one wounded. Itobel eapualties unknown, 

7. The dispositions of the Government forces in Glan has beon unchanged during 
the past week, Heads of columns are still’ nt Labijan, Jubin, aud ata point 5 miles 
south of Masulieh. 

Gikalo, the commander of the J1th Soviet Army, was reported to have visited 
Enzeli during the past week with a commissar named Segal, ostensibly to collect’ Red 
Army desortere remaining in Gilan, 























158 


9. Kychik Khan has made the following appointments :-— 


Mirza Ali'Mahmoud to be chief-of police at Resht. A brother of Dr. Shmidt, 
who was hanged by Starosselski, . Be rest 

Aga Nasrullah and Aga Mahmoud, assistants to Commissar of Post and 
‘Pelograpl . 

Mirza Hadi Farazullah Khan, assistant in Political Department. ‘ 

Kala Murad, Commandet-in-chief of the troops of Kuehik Khan. A Kurd. 

Alexandrof, stall officer to, Kala Murad. A’ Russian who, during Russian 
Ocoupiction of Reslit, was in charge of local political department. 


10. On the 23rd August Kuchik Khan received from Baku— 


2 mountain guns, 


Mazanderan. 

11, There have been no disturbances in this province during the past week. 

12, Bandar-i-Gaz.—The Bolshevik foreign trade representative, Ilkha, sent on the 
23rd August 150 tons of dried fruits, raisins and vegetables to Baku, 


Prarseaueasi k 
13, British consul, Tabriz, wited on the 27th August that he bad received reports 
from the Caucasiis saying that the Bolatievik troops intend shiortly to ocoupy Kars, 
Us, Lenkoran—An anti-Bolshevik: rising. i8 reported to have taken place. in 
Tenkoran, Kiting is heard froi Persian Astara, and a Bolshevik warship has 
proceeded! to Astara to render assistance, 


Azerbaijan. 


;—Agont reports on tho 25th August that there are 150 Turkish troopa 
at Buyazidl and 6,850 at lgdir, and tha chine. guns. are at Iatter 
place, Ho states that the Turks have no intention of allowing, the Armenians to return 
to Tai 


Kasvin and Hamadan, a , 
17, Nothing of importance has occurred in these districts during the past week. 


Tehran, 

1S. Rofereuce lost week's summary, parigraph 19, ‘The Persian Government is 
sill in a quandary regarding the "Tsniclenko” case, ‘The French Government has 
demanded that Israclenko be given a safe-conduct by the Persians to the frontier, and 
Rotstein demands that he shall be handed over to the Soviet authorities to be dealt 
with, ‘The {tench Legation is surrounded by Persian troops (0 prevent the escape of 
Israclenko, and the Russian Legation is surrounded in a similar manner to prevent the 
Holeheviks from making an arnied-raid on the French Legation to take the man by 
FOF he lal press, subsidised by Rotstein, continues to publish strong anti- 
British propaganda, fer? dint” 

20. On the Stith August a Russian officer of the Soviet army, named Galaikin, 
committed suicide in the Russian Legation: He was formerly au officer in the 
Georgian cavalry, 28 years old, and recenily arrived from Russis. He related to the 
mombers of the Legation present conditions ag lio saw them in Russia, describing’ the 
famine and general terrible economic conditions. Rotstein, hearing of this, abused 
him in front of the other members of the Legation, called him a cownter-revolution 
ordered that he should be sent back to Baku for trial. Galaikin committed suicide in 
preference to being returned to be shot, 
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21; New arrivals during the past week at the Rnssian Légation are— 
Terjevskaya, female secretary to Baikof, who ix at present acting as personal 
secretary to Rotstein, 
Zagorodski, a Pole. Formerly. a Bolshevik agent in Enzeli. Worked’ in the 


employ of the Royal Engincers, Norperforce, during British occnpation of 
Enzeli, and during which period he was acting as n Soviet agent. 


22. Tativosof, an Armenian, has heen appointed cashier to the Russian Legation. 
He has stated that the Legation is selling much jewelry, 0-rouble and S-rouble gold 
pieces, which aro received from Russia and converted here into. tomans’ for the 
expenditure of the Legation. 

23, A Russian diplomatic courier named Gelmantz arrived at Tehran on tho 
26th August with despatches for Rotstein, He also brought two large despatch boxes 
filled with precious stones and jewelry. ‘ 

24. Belgof, the chic Soviet representative of foreign trade in Persia, received a 
few days ago 14,0001. from Klishko, London, hy « draft through the Imperial Baule of 
Persia, ‘Tehran. 

25. The extremist Armenian newspaper, “Ranjbar Tran,” ix subsidised by 
Rotstein, who pays the editor 150 tomans a month, ft is printed and published in 
‘Tehran. 


Khorassan. 


26. ‘The first echelon of the force of 4,000 troops, whiich the War Minister intends 
to send to Khorassan should: Mahomed ‘Taqi fail to come’ to\terms, loft Tehran ou the 
30th August for Shahrad. It consisted of infantry, 4 field guns, 6 machine guns, 
all from the Persian Cossack Division. 

‘The War Minister hopes, however, that Mahomed ‘Taqi will make terms without 
fighting, as he does not wish to undertake operations at the sane time on two fronts, 
and does not want operations in Khorassan added to those in Gilan, 


Transcaspia. 


27. A party of Soviet foreign trade officials in charge of Salmanol were reported 
to bo at Askhabad on the 27th August ayraiting permits to procood to Meshed, whore 
‘a branch of the Soviot foreign trade department is to be,opened, 


M. SAUNDERS, Liewonant-Clotonel, 
British Military Attaché. 
‘Telran, Soptember: 4, 1991. 
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Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Receinod Nooomber 10.) 


(No. 178.) 

My Lord, 

SINCE the despatch of my telegram No. 478 of the 29th August I have sent 

urgent messages to the Shah through Musharail-Mulk, the Minister of the Court, 

and Muin-ul-Mulk, His Majesty's private secrotary, repeating my warnings against 

thy grave danger of allowing the Government, by thelr unftiendly and sometimes 
rds 


Gulhak, September 11, 1921, 


disingenuous attitude towards this Legation, still further to compromise the main- 
tenance of good relations between Great Britain and Persia, 

On the 10th instant I was again received in andience by His Majesty, and on 
that occasion cirefully went over the same ground once more. 

T instanced the couduct of the Government with regard to the questions of the 
financial adviser and the South Persia Rifles, and dealt ‘at some length with that of 
the incipient rebellion in Khorassan, 

In connection with this last question, [ pointed out that, from the moment when 
his had assumed power, the Prime Minister had had almost daily recourse to the good. 
offices of the Legation with view to arrange, through His Majesty's consul. general 
at Meshed, the differences which had arisen between the Government and Colonel 
Muhammad ‘Tuqi Khan, and that those good offices had been unhesitatingly and 
loyally. afforded. Nevertheless, while negotiations were proceeding, the Prime 
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informii ite certain local chiefs to 
Minister had not serupled, without informing me, to incite certain local 
attack the forces of ithe Colonel, thereby not only compromising Bie nS oe 
Legation’s eforts and himself cominitting an act of bad faith, but laying the Leza- 
tion open to the suspicion of similar treachery in the eyes of the Colonel. At the 
very moment, foo, when the Legation was rendering this assistance othe Gorern- 
ment, the latter permitted, if they did not actively encourage, the Pe te Bees 
Logation of abetting the Colonel and encouraging, him to commit further acts of 
cbelion, while the Minister for Foreign Affairs had actually addressed to me a 
Jewter, which T had naturally refused to reeive, bringing @ specific charge 0 
e against Lieutenant-Colonel Prideaux. 
sain shite, however, of these discouragementa; the Legation had not des ed Trom 
ite endeavours, and T hoped that the question was on the point of a satisfactory 
settlement. If this hope was well-founded the Shab would ove it entirely to th 
disinterested help of the Legation that horassan still formed past of his dominions. 
jon of Khorassan_was not the only one with regard to which the 
Government had invoked my advice and help. In. fact. no difficulty arose in any 
part of Persia which did uot form the subjevt of a similar appeal, andl on every such 
eeasion I had done my. best to be of service... Yel all this time the Minister fo 
Foreign Affairs was whiting me offensive notes and the press was allowed to pour 
nit on unceasing fond of ealumny and abuse against us and to attribute to British 
machinations every: misfortune which had happened to Persia for the last century 
ieee ait gl be put to this state of things, and said 
that if this w nse would 
iy part, could not con 
the disposal of a Cal 
factor by pen 
British finan 


; e same result by the use of their great influence, 
ae fe Shal agiifed nov only, thse the! gone situation of the country was v 
‘ots; bt that the Anglo-Persian relations were in a most unsatisfactory state. 
‘He assured me, however, that his feelings towards Great Britain were quite 
unchaged, and that the Prine Minister, in hon he had complete confidence, shared 
them to the full. “Unhappily, however, neither bad a free hand on account of the 
Hostility to us prevailing in the Medjliss and among the public, which was largely 
tho resilt: of the propaganda carried on by the Russian Legation with daily increas- 
ing intensity. ‘Thus. Tis Majesty hud done his best to secure a satisfactory solution 
of the questions of the financial adviser and the South Persia Rifles, but the Prime 
Minister had been unable to overcome the opposition of the deputies, a further reason 
Of whose anti-British attitude was their desire to disprove the charge that they had 
eet! elected under the influence of this Legation in order to ensure the acceptance of 
» Anglo-Persian Agreement, x H 
er TARE raeitbaar oiaon OS aeve HiNY Oe Prime Minister could have overcome 
this opposition, at least in so far as the South Persia Rifles were concerned, but had 
made no-attempt to do so, His Majesty, for his part, greatly underrated, in my 
opinion, his own influence for good, and 1 felt: sure that, if he had been willing 
seriously to exert it both these questions would have’ received a very different 
si Majesty said that there was another important element in the situa- 
tion, namely, the presence of M. Rotstein, Persia was just emerging from the ci 
brought about by the ultimatum which he had presented in connection with the case 
of Asrilenko, and really could not risk another, M, Rotstein was now all-powerful 
At Tehran, as I could judge by the way in which his outrageous behaviour in this 
tase hid Heen received, ‘Though everybody knew that the attitude of the French 
Tegation was perfectly correct, the press had with one voice reproached it, and 
adjured it, to comply with the demands of the Russian Minister. ‘The fact was that 
nobody at Tehran was afraid of France and everybody was afraid of Russia, 
‘As for Great Britain, she had lost nearly all her influence here by withdrawing 
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her troops from the north and abandoning the South Persia Rifles. He would never 
be able to understand ho 


jesty or the Government indulged in any 

as by the engagement of 

heads the yeigeance of the Russian 

propose some plan by which the situation could he 

relations put on a more satisfactory basis without 

ression, he would gladly act on my suggestions. 

ype Of entrap. 

ie dismissal of the 

ister of War or the 

f had the courage to adopt my advice, 

edit for the result, if favourable, and throw the fesponsi, 

in. Legation resented his action, or some otner untoward 

consequences followed it. Further, as he 1s very: undascneet ania quite incapable of 

respecting a confidence, he would certainly divulge my suggestions to the. persons 
chiefly affected and ths place the Legation in-& disagteeabie position, 

Apart from the above considerations, my instructions do not authorise me to 
take any part in Cabinet-maliing, while your Lordship has recently. declared your 
indifference regarding the kind of Government in power in Persia, and it would be 
‘impossible for me, already deprived’ as 1 am of the authority conferred hy’ the 
presence of a British forée in the country and by the possession of money, t0 give 
such advice without the strong moral support of His Majestyrs Govemomne alae 
in the circumstances, I should lack, 

I was therefore obliged to tell the Shah, as have on previous occasions, that T 
‘ould not make up his mind for him nor urge a definite course of action, and contd 

ly repeat that. in order to satisty me, the Government must abandon their notori= 

sly corrupt methods and showy some signs of fulfilling thicir repeated promises of 
Introducing reforms; for with a Cabinet willing to:do that 1 could always feel sure 
of being able to work, ‘They should also ovorcoine their exaggerated fear of M. Rot. 
stein’s threats, which, in view of the internal situation of fis comtry, were for the 
most part mere blufi, for it was inconceivable that Russia could seriously contemplate 
an invasion of Persia’in present circumstances, The most that she would be able to 
do would be to send a certain number of Nalt-starved, ill-armed and iundigeiplined 
scallywags from Baku, with whom Sardar-i-Sipah's Persian Cossacks would be more 
than able to deal. The fact was that, in present circumstances Russia could neither 
help nor harm Persia, whereas Great Britain could do either, according as money for 
the nse of the Persian Government was provided or withheld by financiers in London, 

The Shah replied, as, regards reforms, that it was idle to think of ihtroduein 
them while Sardar-iSipah appropriated for is army ahnost all the money receive 
by ‘the Government, “His Majesty had frequently remonstrated with him on 
account of his rapacity, but withont success, As fegards the elicioncy af the 
Cossacks, it-was doubtless true that Sardar-i-Sipah hud collected plenty of men, but 
these could uote nde Int soldiers sinply by being diesed in uiorm and given 
rifles to hold. For his part, he was very doubtful of their ability to withstand any 
force which might be sent against them, so that to him M, Rotstein's threats had 1 
very real meaning. 

After a conversation which had lasted two hours, the Shah allowed me to depart, 
repeating the request which he had made on previous occasions that 1 would consider 
the situation further and come to him again as soon as had found a Way: of dealing 
with it, 

That I shall fail to find such a way is, however, inevitable so long as the Shah 
and his Government remain completely subservient to the Russian Soviet Minister, 
whose aggressions and intrigues this Legation is without any means of opposing. 

Kavam-es-Saltane is outwardly friendly. and has lately more than ones sent mo 
a message through a. third person expressing a desir for better relations with the 
Legation and asking what he ean do to establish them, but so far he has tailed to 
show by any act that these communications are inspired by any honest intention of 
amendment, 

Thaye no doubt, however, that he would prefer to be on more cordial terms with 
me in order to obtain the support of the Legation in case the bank shows signs of a 
disposition to cut off supplies, while, now that he has done to British interests all the 
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harm he ean by getting rid of our officers from the north, of the financial adviser and 
Gi the South Persia Rifles, there is no longer any specific point of difference between 
is, and it is naturally easter for him to'treat us with benevolence. 

Hie is now once jore in elose association with Sardar-i-Sipah, having persuaded 
thie latter that, if the present Government fall, their successors are sure to deprive 
lin oF his military command, ‘The two are also, in intimate relations with Nosrat- 
td. Dowlel, and the Minister of War, at least, is in constant communication with 
NE. Rotstein, who, however, has not overcome his repugnance to the family of Farman 
Farma, in spite of the numerous bids which they have made for his favour. 

‘Sah himself, in spite of his: professions of detestation of the Russian 
ch are probably sincere, is no stranger to this combination, from which 
niary advantages, 
raed copies of this despatch to the Government of Tndia and to 
i Commissioner in Mesopotamia. 
Thave, &e 


H. NORMAN. 
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Mr. Norman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received November 8.) 
(No, 180.) 
'y Lord, * Tehran, September 12, 1921. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No, 19 
for the week ending the 10th September, 1921, compiled by the military attaché at 


this Legation. 
Thave, &e. 


H. NORMAN. 


inelosuire in No, LUG. 


Intelligence Summary No. 19 for Week ending September 10, 1921 


(Secret,) 
Gillan, 

ROTSTEIN received a letter from Kuchik Khan by courier on the 
Srd September, Suedullah Dervish, the representative sent by Kuchik: Khan to 
Mehran, accompanied by Rotstein’s representative Kalantarof, and Mudir Kaghan 
Reshti,’a former munshi of the Russian consulate at Resht, left Tehran on the 
Gth September for Resht to continue negotiations with Kuchik Khan on Rotstein’s 
pealf. Ut is evident that Rotstein is in close touch with Kuchik Khan and has 
considerable influence over him, but whether he will use this influence to promote 
‘rapprochement between Kuchik Khan and the Persian Government is doubtful. 

BP No change in tho strength or dispositions of the Government troops in Gilan 
has been made during the past weel 

3, Thsanullal, Bhan, with n small folloving, left Engel on the 1st September 
for Baku via Astara, He ig reported to be busying himself at Baku collecting 
volunteers for the rebel army in Persia, and to have the intention of returning to 
join Kuchik Khan with reinforcements at an early date. i 

£ Considerable friction is reported from Several sources to exist between 
Kuchik Khan and Qual Qurban, owing to Kuchik Khan limiting the authority and 
executive powers of Qualu Qurbin in Resht. 


Mazanderan. 

5. Meshed-i. On the 28th August, eight Russians came to: Meshed-i-Sar 
in Turkoman boat, landed and left in the direction of Tehran. 

6, Baderi-Gaz—On the 26th Avgust, a Russian named Filipof arrived at 
the port from Baku on appointment as. assistant in the Soviet Foreign Trade 
Bureau, He brought 720 Ibs. weight of silyer articles with him. 

7, A mail vessel from Baku calls twice weekly at Bander-i-Gaz. Three other 
trading vessels call once a week, Each takes away not less than 10,000 pods 
(400,000 tbs.) of foodstuls, 

‘On the 24th August, the ship “Tamara,”” with 37) famine-stricken refugees 
from Baku, came to Bander-i-Gaz, They were not allowed to land. 
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Astarabad. 
8. Weiner, the Soviet consul for Astarabad, is still in Baku, 


Lenkoran, 


9. A report, as yet unconfirmed, has been received that the anti-Bolshevik 
‘movement in Lenkoran, has been quelled and the Soviet authorities ud restored 


Azerbaijan. 

10. Urmia—Major Lundberg shows no si i i 

AY um 5 no signs of speeding up his operations 
against Simko. Local opinion in Tabriz. is that the foverniment foree 1s not of 
Sufficient strength to enable it to carry ont the task. 


Consul, Tabriz, reporte ‘3rd S e 
hea a Bee the 3rd September that fifteen Arabs from Mosul 


Tehran, 


11, Negotiations between the Persian Government and the Russian and French 
Testis copecrvely ouariine iO Deine) oat anen dy aa 
Persian Government ask that the French Legation shall hand over Istaelonko to 
the Persians for safe custody, and that « mixed commission, composed ofthe Pelgan 
as president and four members, two Persian, 
shal be formed to adjudicate the ease, ee 
. A reliable report, which has also appeared in the local newspapers, 18 to 
Chloe thal tio Para Gvarsione Has obdered an ear naee frou tee aeedinh 
Government, and that these planes are to be sont to Persia vid Russia with Swedish 
aviators. As Persia has no aerodrome, workshops, personnel or stores for aviation, 
hs purchase of aeroplanes appears to be a useless waste of money. ‘The average 
el in believes that one can buy and use an aes e il 
ee y n aeroplane in muich the same way as 

13. Ten Swe ish officers have been engaged by the Persian Government f 
employment with the Southern Gendarmerie (South, Persia Rifle) in the place of 
the British officers who are to leave shortly, ‘The Swedish officors are expected to 
rive vid Russia at an carly date 

A Syrian Arab nanied Koschap is reported to be an active Bolshevik: agent 
of M. Rotstein in Tehran. He is’ reported to have been educated in Pett ora 
before the war, and sent by the Bolshovik authorities to ‘Tehran in 1919 to, work in 
the Russo-Porsian, Bank it revisor, and atthe samo time to support Bolshevik 
interests. In April 1921 he went to the French Legation and obtained French 
protection asian inhabitant of Damascus, Syria, : 

15, Tle Russian Legation bas now got its wireless installation in ‘Tehran into 
working order, ‘The first message was sent to Baku on the 6th) September, and the 
first. to Moscow on the 6th September, Rotstein is having difficulty in obtaining 
capable wireless operators and mectianics, 

16, Two diplomatic couriers named Ostrof and Alexief, both sailors, loft the 
Russian Legation onthe 8th September for Meso 

17. Dr. Boris Muller (or Mailer), employed in the political section in the 
Russian Legation, left Tehran for Moscow on the 6th September, Mme, Muller, his 
‘wife, remains at ‘Tehran in charge of the Russian Press Bureau, Dr, Muller took: 
with him to Moscow tivo large cases of local ‘Tehran newspapers. 

MW i18. The first number of thie “Tttehad ” newspaper was issued this weeks Tt 
fs anti-foreign and revolutionary in tone. Tts Teading article was against foreign 
advisers, including Swedes. 

19. Following nev arrivals have arrived at the Russian Legation:— 

On the Ist September from Resht :— 


Boris Avanof. 
Feodorot. 
‘Mme. Bukharin, 


On the 4th September from Enzeli -— 


Vasili Terstepanof, 
Paylusha Schevchenko, 
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Vasili Terstepanof was in the employment of British forces in Inland Water 
‘Transport at Enzeli in 1919. On arrival of Bolsheviks, he became Commissar of 
Water Transport at Enzeli. : 

Schevchenko in 1919-20 was employed as an agent by Captain Crutchley, 
Intelligence Officer at Enzeli, On arrival of the Bolsheviks, he became chief of 
Bolshevik police at Enzeli. He has now been taken on by Belgof, the head of the 
Soviet Foreign Trade Department in Persia, os a chauffeur. 


Ispahan, 
20. Consul:general, Ispahan, reported on the 8rd eptember that two women 
and three men have arrived at Ispahan from ‘Tehran, and intend to open a club in 
the town, The women and one man are Russian, the other two men being 
Armenians. ‘They are suspected of being Bolshevik agents for propaganda, 


Khorassay 
21. The prospects of a settlement between Colonel Mahomed Tagi Khan and 
the Persian Government seem more favourable. 
22. On the 9th September a second detachment of the Persian Cossack Division 
loft Tehran for Shahrnd, consisting of :— 


600 infantry, 
4 machine guns 
2 Schneider field guns, 


‘This is a precautionary measure on the part of the War Minister, who is still 
anxious to secure a peaceful settlement, 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


British Military Attaché. 
Tehran, September 11, 1921. 
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Mi Novintn to the Marquess Curzon of Keillestons— (Received Octob 


(No. 186.) 
ly Lord, - ‘Lehvan, September 21, 192. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 180 of the 12th instant, I have the honour 
to tmnsmit to your Lordship herewith copy\of Intelligence Susimary. No. 
weok ending the 17th September, 1921, compiled by Lieutenant-Colonel 
military attaché to this Legation, 

Copies have been sent direct unolicially to the Divuctor off Military Intelligence, 
War Olfice, London; General Headquarters, Bagdad; Chiet’ of the Genoral Stak 
Simla; and Military Attaché, Meshed, 

Thave &e, 
H, NORMAN. 


Enolosure in No, 117, 


Tnuéltigence Summary No. 20, for week ending September 17, 1921, 
Gilan, 

NEGOTIATIONS still continue between Kuchik Khan and Rotstein, the latter 
acting ostensibly ox peacemaker between Kuchik Khan and the Persian Governiuent 
Tt suems obvious, however, that. Rotstein is playing for time, wishing the present state 
‘of things to continic itil the rice erop is due (tn & month's time), righ crop he hopes 
to obtain and export to Russia, 

Captain Harvardson, a Swedish officer, who was ordered by the War Minister to 
visit the front. and send in an appreciation of the situation, has returned to Tehran and 
reported to the Wor Minister that it is essential for the Government. firces to advance 
on Resht and Enzoli within the next fortnight, if a definite pesce with Kuohik Fh 
cannot be immediately seeuted, Should the advance be pastponed longer, the rains 
will make operations most difficult, and! the Russians will have secured most of the rise 
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bazari to Saud-ed- 
jorwlehi and get the 
ue to support the 


policy ofthis: father in Teh: property shiould. they 


‘oppose the Goverment, 


3. A rey hat Thsanullaly Khan 
has returne He has a, 


Latter was defeated, 
‘const: 9) miles: east of 


ijan to Masulia, biy orcons 
of Government, troops in position 
These have occupied the heights overlooking the villag 
Kuchik Khan has in consequence withdrawn his detachment from Masilia to Gache 
(6 miles south of Fumes 


Mazanderan, 

9. Russian Soviet wuthorities are officially, 
Russia from Persia. No foreign goods which hive 
to be exported from Persin to Russia, 


g ouly Parsian goods to enter 
h bronght into Persia are allowed 


jaz:—Rollowing arvived at Bandar-i:Gax during the past we 


i Petrof, a Bolshevik political agent, from Baku. 
libof, assistant to Petrol, from Resht. 


‘The Bolshevik foreign trade department is sending eonteaband from Mazanderun 
ports in Turkoman, boats to Baku and Krasnovodak, contraband. is chiefly goods 
of European manufacture. 

8. ‘The gondarmerio foreo in the town has not received pay for six months, and ix 
decidedly Bolshevik: in consequence 

9: ho hindred ond fi Hy tons of kerosene wery landed on the Sth September ab 
Bandar-i-Guz from Baku, 

10, Meshed-i-Sar.—Donaevsky, the Soviet foreign trade representative in Meshuds 
iar, has appointed agents in Semnan, Damghan and Shabmad for the purchase of 
wheat. 

The following individuals have been taken on by him for the purpose and are being 
sent to theabové-named places; — 


Sembat-Ler-Okopof, Armenian, i 
‘Tartos Obramian, Armenian, 

Filipof, Russian, 

Ruban Ali Khan, Persian, 


Astarabad, 

11. A report from Astarabad, dated the 25th August, states that the Prime 
Minister telegraphed recently to the Deputy Governor of Astarabad sanctioning, the 
export of grain to Russia in exchange for goods, ‘Turkomans arw now exporting large 
quantities of grain, 

The Persian Government ure spparently taking uo steps to control the export of 
grain and foodstuffs to Russia, which under the able direction of Bolgof and his stall 
1S iuereasing weekly, and is bound to cause Inter a searcity of food, uot famine, in 

ers. 

12. On the 27th August, eighty Turkomans attacked Katagu, wherd was situated 
a force of forty gendarmes, ‘Two Turkoman were killed, and one gendarme killed and 
four gendarmes wounded. Reinforcements arrived from Banday-i-Gaz of fifty gendamica, 
who drove back Turkomans, 





Kazvin anit Hamadan. 
13, Nothing of interest to report: 


‘anvoaticasia. 
14, The following is a report received from a British ex-officer, who travelled 
through Transeatieasia during the beginning of September :-— _ 


“Only about, 10,000 soldiers were seen between Djulfa and Alexandropol, all 
appearing to be of very poor moral and of little fighting value. Men are. badly 
Hothed, fave no equipment and appear halfstarved, Considerable troop movement 
in a southerly direction took place from Tiflis during June, but this has now ceased: 
‘ind some troops have recently beeni sent north in order to.deal with the activity 
ff insurgents in the Rostov area. 

“Tels thought that if the Nationalist armies break up before the Greeks’ 
advance, the Bolshevik forces will immediately occupy Kars and the surrounding. 
country as far-as the pre-war Russian frontier, in whieh operation they would have 
thie support of the local population, 

““Beonomic conditions in ‘Traneaucasus could hardly be worse. Shortness of 
bread is acute aud railway employees in some parts of the country are being issued 
with nuts instead of bread. ‘ 

"Tn Millis schools are closed for Jack of funds. Civil population as » whole, 
inore capectally in’ Armenia, is in a very bad way ; all are suffering from under- 
feeding and luck of clothes, f 5 

“"Keinalist authorities in the Korg area are showing great distrust of 
Bolsheviks and aro taking every precaution to prevent the arnival of Bolshevik 
agitators, ‘The population of Transcaucasia us a whole is now definitely anti- 
Bolshevik and is confidently looking forward to the downfall of the Bolshevik 
régime in the near future.” 


Azerbaijan. 
15, Tabriz, The Armenian Patriarch in Tabriz, has appeated to the Persian 
Government to render assistance to the Armenian and Assyrian refugees, who are 
ring Persin from Mesopota ee 
16. Ballandin. has purchased a further 1,500 kharwars of wheat in Tabriz, giving 
‘8 paymont glass, porcelain ware and other manufactured goods. 


Pehran. - 
17, Ibis reported that Resbid! Boy, former Under-Seeretay for Foreign Afars at 
Constantinople, has been appointed: ‘Nirkish Ambassador at ‘Febran, and is leaving 
CConstaptineple'shortly to take up hia post, F 

18, The Russian ox-aviator Franz has been appointed secretary to the Russian 
consul Gelbrazat Tabriz. He loft Tehran for Tabriz on the 10th September, 

19, ‘Tho Riissinn assistant military attaché, Rosenblum, left Tehran on the 
10th September to visit Kazvin, 1 

20, Belgof is arranging for a motor service of fourteen lorries for trade purposes 
on the HnzeltTohran road as woon as this road opens. A 

21. The main building of the “Russian Legation in the city was completely 
destroyed by fire on the 12th September, A wireless mast ereoted on the building was 
‘also destroyed, but the instruments and engine, being in a separate building, escaped 
destruction, Rotstein hus refused to allow police investigation and hus arrested certain 
of his Russian subordinates, Tt is reported that the fire was probably the work of 
fivo Russian wireless operators, whom Rotstein dismissed for inefficiency a few days 
go, The Bolshevik, for propaganda, purposes have spread the ramour that the fire 
was the work of either the French or the British Legation. v 

22, Dr, Ner-Asdyacatorof has been appointed Russian political representative at 
Kani 


je following are new arrivals at the Russian Legation during the past 


week 
Dr. Petrof, vige Dr, Muller, who Lins left for Moscow. r 
Feodor Zaboltinsky, esiployed in the administrative section of the Legation. 
Welberg. j 
Dr, Tor-Stupanof, Armenian. 


ian, Armenian, From Bandar 
eouskttishinn nection at tho Legation, 
SE aud Ozerof, to work in the Foreign ‘Trade Department under 


To be secretary in’ charge of 


24; Schubin left Tehran 
duties, 

29, The wireless installation nt the Russian. Logat 
Aston hy the fre. Te has now bean topaied ced een 
on the 17th September. 

26. Rogachof wrote hy the last courier to Moscow for thirty-five di 

; st courier wo Moscow for thirty: nt 
cevlsymen ab yen to Tran x oyaton gud, Howe Rn es 

7. Serebrakian, 3 Rotsten, has el Gag vith 
coeur ete goles of Rotten, his eft Bandara fo Bak vith ull 

28, Rotatein interviewed the Shah a fe days\ago to di 
wes. Rote a for diya aga t thi i 
situation, Colonel ogecto, the Russian ilitary aad, and! Re Kha hear 
Minter; wero present, Totten promise to asst tho operations of the Wat Minter 
in any way that be could andl i i way necesiry ho stata ho woul ho ling to snd 
a detachment of Russian tmp into Khorasan trot Trane to soporte 
veni h O85 isle appetted in the" Vattan”” newspaper of tho sth Septembor 
tain the people of Pari to bayrtt Bugis gy aang the Mean to 

icourage Per to wear home-s D e writ 
nee rs Pern to wear bomnepun cath, ‘Tho wit hs widely 

30, Rotstein still continues his intensive anticBritih propagand 
local newspapers, are filed with articles abusing the Brith and Be 
example of the Ties printed ix given in the Appondis, quoti 
newspaper, ; 


on the 15th September for Ispaliau to take over consulate 


R 1 was temporarily put out of 
repaired and communication with Baku reopened 


mpaign, ‘The 
hipolloy, An 
an extract from Tocal 


South Persia. 


31. ‘The disbandinent of the South Ronin Rifles is continuing wutist 
y South Persia 0 x satisfuoto 
thirds of the force will have been disbanded ‘by the ond of September, ‘Eherw te 
considerable resentinent against the Persian Govérnment for their refusal to take. the 
foros over on the senerons term offered by His Majesty's Goverament, 

82, Kerman.—Consul, Kerman, wired, on the 17th Soptember, to, say th 
Koni Consul, Kerm ptember, to. say. that, the 
Konpan-Xeta are with robbers, and that the local authorities aro making 


38. Tepahan.—Major B. Noel, C.1,E., adviser to His Britannic Majesty's Mink 
out/Bal hier atu, ciate Talons pa ee eR AE eae 


A pamphlet has beon published in Ispalun, entitled “Th lari By 

siteited is the city and WE SBALEHELan cout Deas eae St 

conten' e faintly disguised Bolshevism. It recommends that the is 
should seb up's contend Soviet std loa! Soars it enah iste dedistete, Pavatooe ee 
ship is to be li nited, and all natural resources are to pass into the hands of the Sovieta, 
Special emphasis is, laid on the benefits that ars to be provided fpr the poor and 
indigent. Religion is to be divorced from government, Special attention ix devoted to 
the need of armed forse, and compulsory uilitary’ serview is insisted upon. The goolety. 
to propagate this doctrine is to bo named “The Bakhtiari Star.” Its emblein is, 
three-pointed lar in blood and steel, with the words “ Freedom,’ * God” and “ Our 
Countey” at each point, ‘The pamplilot was printed ut the Badad preas, and it 
believed that one KhaiceMotamid alias Kai Ustuwan, the president of the Tepahin 
branch of the “Tron Committee,” wax employed two write the text. 


M, SAUNDERS, Liewtentant-Colonel, 


Brit u 
Telivan, Sephember 18, 1921, ae 





Bextract from the “ Itehad” Newspaper of September |, \ 


‘To ue Norep wy He Posiso. 


“he following itiformation his been received by us from reliable sources -— 


“1, The British have sent out from Meshed 450,000 tomans under the 
that the specie was meant for Tehran. At their connivance the money has: be 
seized by Colonel Mohained Taqi Khan, and is going to be charged to thy Persian 
Government account hy the British, 

2, Major Noel has heen commissioned by the British Lexati 
Kurdistan sind take preparations there for the independense and separation of 
Kurdistan from Persia, 

"3, he British ave given to Colonel Mohamed Tagi Khan wv great quantity 
‘off arms and munitions which they had in Khorassen 

4, They intend to disband. the South, Persia Rifles and send armed units of 
thy fores to Khorassan to support Colonel Mohained Taqi Kha 

<5, ‘hey have sent a number of thelr military officers to the south in order to 
create disturbance ther 


i to go to 





[B 11748/76/34| No, 118. 
Mv. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Ruceiced October 25.) 
(No, 501, 
(Telegraphic) 
‘YOUR telegran) No, 412 of 18th October. 
Prime Minister has made the following verbal communication to me through 
Colonel Grey: 
“Persian Government reqnire immediately 


"(@) Advance of 1,000,000 tomans to enable arrears to be paid off and clear 


start be made F 
(b,) 600,000 tomang & month until reforms which it is proposed to put into 
force take effect. 


ehran, October 24, 1921. 


oposed reforms are as follows :— 

“1, Engagement of an Amorican financial adviser and foreign adviser for army. 
“9, Large reduction of army as soon as internal situation permits 
8, Some reduction in Civil Service, 

4, Rearrangement by means of reform of cadastre of incidence of taxation 

whiich is at present inequitable, 
“+5, Improvement of revenues from opium and tobacco. 
“4G, axation of alcoholic liquors. 


“Prime Minister calculates that these measures will increase the annual 
revenues by 9,000,000 tomans, He regrets the necessity of haying to forgo British 
financial adviser, but Britain and Russia having mutually excluded each other from 
adyiserships, it appears necessary to appoint adviser from non-limitrophe countries. 
American financial adviser is likely to prove the most efficient, Prime Minister's 

s to constitute a strong and independent Persia with Britain as Persia’s hest 
friend as in the past. 

“As regards eventual foreign loan for constructive purposes Prime Minister 
would prefer to raise it from British sources if possible: 

* He wishes to avoid disturbing the equanimity of Oil Company by all means in 
his power. ; 

MIWill His Majesty's Government factlitate the enising of money immediately 
required ?” 


Please instruct me as to reply to be returned to this commiunivation. 
(Sent to Tidia,) 
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fi 
{E 11826/4093/34) No. 149. 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Ci 
fe, 593.) 

‘legraphie) R. 

%6 a ran NOS Sean May. Tehran, October 26, 1921, 

Chop time Minister wishes to appoint Nizami-es-S 
ee Rebellion at Meshed “ i een en 
there without delay aman with organising altli er ee 
not consider appointment in any way directed agai 


‘urzon of Kedleston.— (Received October 283) 


1 Governor-General of 
and it is necessary to send 
Prime Minister hopes that T do 
inst British interests and points 
ar was due to his antipathy to 


out e atti by hil i 
Sit that the attitude adopted by him during the wi 


a 
Tr His Majesty's Government object i 

Sea nt object to appointment T could 

findiniem sae eget Somebody ese, hut T know that he ih 
(Sent to India.) : 


probably persuade 
aiving difficulty in 





[E 11743/76/34) No, 120. 
The Marquess Cus Cedlest ic 
ele @ Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran), 
(Telegraphic.) : “oreii 
FOUR talogram No, 801 of 6th October, "2%" Ofer, October 28, 1081 
These Persian programmes 4 
n Convention we should hay 





{E 12038/5296/34) No, 121, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recvived November. 1 ) 
(No. 600.) ; 
(Telegraphic) R. 

‘OLLOWING addressed to Bagdad, No. 349: 

: , 

Pod 's telegram No. 410of 18th October which I am repeating to your 
Tegards ‘Kazvin-Hamadan section, to’ obtain control of which 

aopean ‘Telegraph, Department Tam to negotiate with Persian’ Gerona 

4 d of Persian section, Tehran, as to ich 
Mgt negotiate He consulted Direstor-in-chiel Departnen, eh a Rees 
that mimunicate telegram to your Excell : 
initiated, for advice as to terms in which 19 address Pera eee ee 

History of section appears to be'as follows: Persian telegraph administration 
yore engaged in constructing it and had completed line from Kazvin to Aveh when 
ritish forces arrived in 1918. Commandeered completed portion and finished 
AvehHamadan portion themselves with material found in the country, 
rene Mitian, Government as been pressing. for some timo to have this section 
restored to itand is willing to pay cost price of wires supplied by British, ft Hine he 
We have no treaty rights over this section, and its ic is 
on which press agitation against us ie being hug: neon BY us is one of pegs 


Tehran, October 31, 1921. 





[7580] 
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[E 11826/4093/34] No, 122. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran). 


(No, 428.) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, Norember 1, 1921. 
YOUR telegram No. 593 of 26th October. 

‘As you have been constilted and as Nizam's record is bad, you can only reply 
that the appointment will bea distasteful one to His Majesty’s Government, 





[E 11445/11445/34) No. 128. 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran), 


(No. 429.) ' 
(Teiegraphic.) g Foreiyn Office, November 1, 1921. 

Mi NEW has reported. proposals regarding continued control by his Depart 
swent of Mesh Seis telegraph line, 

We are asking the India Office to instruct him to negotiate with Minister of 
‘Telegraphs for purpose of maintaining control. 

You should assist him if necessary. 

Gare should be taken in order that no financial Tiab 
funds. 


yy shall fall on Imperial 





[/B 12084/11964/34) No, 124. 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Maryuess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recsined November 2.) 


(No, 601.) 
(Pelegraphiv.) 
Your telegram No, 400 of 15th October. 
Prime Minister is still preoceupied with the question of obtaining arms for the 
rotection of Kerman, He told me this morning that the Bakhtiari governors of 
palin, Yezd-and Kerman are (group ufidecypherable) resign. ‘Their departure 
Waid involve the withdrawal of Bakhtiari supporters from the three places above 
mentioned. 

Persian Government before the war ordered and paid for 5,000 rifles: in 
Gormany. These syore commandeered by the German Government on the outbreale 
OL war. Prime Minister asks whether His Majesty's Government will raise any 
objection to the Persian Government endeavouring to obtain these rifles from 
Gurmany, or, if that would not be allowed, refund of the money paid for them to 
trable the rifles to he bought elsewhere, T gathered that an offer of sale had been 
received from France. 


Tehran, October 31, 1921 





TE 12107/8199/34) No. 125. 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Qurzon of Kedleston.— (Received November 3.) 


(No, 603.) 
(Telegraphic,) Ry Tehran, November 1, 1921, 

BERSIAN Government is strongly pressing’ for Arabistan post offices at 
‘Abadan and Mohammerah, now in charge of the postal! administration of Meso) 
jamin, to be handed over to it. Tt points out that, as Mesopotamia is not « member 
‘tt Tiernational: Postal Union, these offices do not enjoy: the privileges to which 
Persian membership of the Union entitles them. ‘The following objections have been 
yaised by Anglo-Persian Oil Company to the surrender of fees to Persian Postal 
Department ;— 


1, Deprivation of regular and safe postal s 
2, Loss of value payable post. 

8, Loss of money order svsten. 

4, Toss of savings bank system, 
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With, regard Sees 
following obsevaticng oe bieetions, Persian Postmaster-General’ makes’ the 


1, There will if off 
GR ere carole if offices are handed over’as desired by Persi 
love, Persan petal administration will eee na 
esses the opinion that total 
surrender rather than closure ofc, Went Bee 


administration will undertake value 


wrobabl 
3 arrangement fae group 
‘ersiain ports in the Persia 
‘of mails by boats of British 
costs caloulated according to, 
id to articles 92, 88, 34 and 85 





(E 12162/76/24) None 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Mar 
Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Recei 
a as of Kedlaston—(Reovived November 4.) 
Telegraphic.) R. 
IN receipt of y 


Persian Governme 
at, in reply, ted 
Khostaria concession. Bani rettareted a 


(Copy by bag.) 


Toliran, November 2, 1921, 
teat to Persian Goverment, 
ty to recognise validity of 





[E 12163/76/34) Nova! 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess C i 
ee aa ‘guess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received Novembor 4.) 
Telegraphic.) 
era NG ee cf 2nd November, 
epresentative of Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
company is negotiating with Persian Goteramgat for iis nate eras 
ion 


through intermediary of gé d’Afiai i 
through intermediary of German Chargé d'Affaires. I will endeavour to obtain 


Attitude of P : Oe ee era 
Berar jae press Government which is not, I think, dictated by anti-British 


Tehran, November 2, 1921, 


(a.) Considering Persia's poverty, Medjliss cannot acknowledge the validity 


of so valuable a concessi i 3 
a farting a ‘ion, for which Persian Treasury has never receiv 


(:) Russia would never allow Persia 
spay to 
; magnitude in Northern Persia to Beitain. 
7580} : 


cclusive concession of such 


he 
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Tt has been suggested to me that in order to obtain an interest in concession for 

io-Persian Oi Company an understanding might be come to with a neutral 

ry as regards the formation of an exploitation company, neutral in name, in 
which Anglo-Persian Oil Company would have a substantial interest: 

‘Assertion of our right and our protest against possible alienation having now 
been communicated to Persian Government in the most emphatic terms, it becomes 
‘a question as to whether, by pressing Persian Government any further, we shall 
hot incur the risk of driving it to refer the issue to Medjliss with the almost certain 
result of a definitive declaration of validity [ics t invalidity) 





[B 12084/11964/34) No, 128: 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr, Bridgeman (Tehvan). 


(No, 438. 
(Melegra hie) Foreign Office, November 4, 1921, 
YOUR telegram No. 601 of 1st November: Arms purchased by Persian Govern 
ment before the war. g 
Please refer to my telegram No. 525 of 1st November. 





[1B 19282/0829/34) No, 129. 
Mn. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 7). 


No, 14. 
Eee R, Tehran, November 8, 1921. 


RENCH Chargé d’Affaires learns from Ministry for Foreign Affairs that 
Persian Government, proposes to simplify reception hitherto accorded to incoming 
representatives of foreign Powers in the following respects 


4, By abandoning practice established under Treaty of Turcomanchai of 
appointing Mehmandar to meet incoming Minister at the frontier and conducting 
him to the capital, 7 § 

2, By discontinuing ceremony of reception at the gates of Tehran. 


ch Minister designate to this Court left Ma les and will presumably: 
re about the same time as Sir P, Loraine, French Chargé d’ Affaires is 
suggesting to his Goverment that he should demand from Persian Government 
ceremonial recoption for French Minister no less solemn thin that accorded to 
Mr, Notman last year, 
Am I to\adopt a similar attitude as regards the reception to be accorded to 
Sir P, Loraine? 
‘Dosire of Persian Goyernment is not unnatural, and if carried into effect would 
diminish fatigues of journey of incoming representatives, but the moment when 
foreign representatives have already started for Persian capital seems ill-chosen for 
proposing to depart from a practice established by treaty (see protocol attached to 
Mrenty of ‘Turcomanchai in Hertslet’s treaties)’ which can presumably only be 
renounced hy mutual consent, 





[B 19282/9829/34) No. 180, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran), 


(NO, 448) 
(Telegraphic), Ri 

YOUR telegram No. 614 of 5th November. “ 

‘We cannot consent to the abandonment of the usual ceremonial, based not only 
‘on the treaty, but upon long usage, 

"You should insist on usual formalities for Sir P. Loraine, with whom, however, 
Persian Government. can discnss question for future occasions, 

‘Tam informing the French Government. 


Foreign Office, November 9, 1921. 
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[E 12424/76/94) No. 181. 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receired Nocenber 10)) 
No. 618) 
(Telegraphic,) 
FOUR telegram No. 425 of 28th October 
rime Minister wishes to borrow immediately 200,000. from th i 
of Persia, and understands that bank is willmg to. advance thie weg de ane 


Maj Government give consent, He | ieate hi 
Maletys G gi . He has requested me to communicate his 


Main facts of situation are as follows :-— 


1. Money required for payment of troops; of which th re now over 
2. Province of Gilan has been recovered. tte NOW Over 80.000, 
" ore of usb Khan demolished. 
. Police must be sent to Resht and Enzeli, but money necessary t 
Simko must be subdued, and Minister of War iH Pemeing Sea 
of 5,000 men gainst him, of which he himself will take command. Operations to 
commence in mid-winter [ / group omitted] Kurds are at thein weakest, 

_ _§. Russian Minister called on Prime Minister 6th November for the first time 
since the formation of present Cabinet to invite his Highness to Russian national 
fe. yederdays ; He compasses Ho what Prime Minister had formed present 

abinet without consulting him; that Ni: -us-f i 
Cabinet without consulting (0) that Nizam-us-Snltanch has been appointed 


Tehran, November 7, 1921, 


(Sent to India; copy to Bagdad by first available safe opportunity.) 





(E 12609/76/34) No. 182, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 15,) 
in O27.) 6 
legruphic,) ‘iran, Noronber V4, W921 
MY telegram No. 609 of 3rd November and i ch No, 220° 
genet jovember and your despatch No, 220 of 
__ Representative of Anglo-Persian Oil Company informs me that Ali Kali Khu 
Nabil-ed-Dowleh now Chargé d’Aflaires at Constantinople, is'said to have Tita 
American “ Admiral’’ there in the oilfields of Persia, ‘The two then approached 
Persian Government through German Chargé d’Afiaires here and the latter has been, 
negotiating for the last month offering Persian, Government money. and advice, 
Persian Government is said to have informed German Chargé d’Affaires that 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) had purchased North Persian oil 
concessions, whereupon German Chargé d’Affaites offered to repay whatever 
Anglo Persian Oil WY (Limited) had paid. 
nited States Char d'Affaires, in conyersation recorded in my telegram 
No, 589 of 22nd October, remarked that as far ay hie know the fact that Anglo. 
Persian Oil Company (Limited) had made a considerable payment in respect of 
Khostaria concession need by itself constitute no obstacle to the surrender of 
company’s claim to concession, because any American group contemplating 
Acquisition of so Important’ 4 concession would’ reimburse any sum already 
paid for it 





[E 12424/76/34) No..138, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran), 


(No, 464) ‘ - 
‘elegraphic.) Foreign 0; N 
cee tdeream NOLES ohn NGmbe ee nore 


My view regarding proposed fnancial advange to Persian Goveenment by 
ol 


Imperial Bank, of Persia as stated in paragraph 3 of my tel : 
18th October is unchanged. RENE SCE SGI RE NCSA 
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[IE 12686/12686/34] No, 184. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 18.) 
Sin, Downing Street, November 18, 1921, 
I AM ditected by the Secrstary of State for the Colonies to transmit to. you, for 
ths consideration of Marquest Curzon of Kedleston, copy of corespondence between the 
High Commissioner, Bagdad, and His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, respecting alleged 
provoeation by the British authorities of the imrest in Persian Azerbaijan, 
Tam, &c, 
J. B. MASTERTON-SMITH. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 184, 


Mr. Norman to the High Commissioner, Bagdad. 
(Nu. 84) 
Sir, Tehran, August U1, 1921. 
T HAVE received a note from the Persian Government, of which T append a 
translation, launching vague accusations against the British authorities of pravolinge 
Uuntest in Persian Azerhaijn, 

E have the honour to request your Exeellenoy to furnish me with your 
observations on the subject to enable me to reply to the Persian Government. 

Thave, &. 
H. NORMAN. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 184, 


Persian Minister for Poreign Affaira to Mr. Norman, 


islation.) July 26, 1921. 

REPORTS from Azerbaijan are to the effect that the Poshtedary tribe, which is a 
‘Nivkish tribe and is now under British officials, and 300 horsemen under the command 
of Salim Agha have beon organised with funds provided by the British authorities, 
Zhe inhabitants of Mokri and! Monker having reosived invitations intend to. support 
them, 

As stops aro being taken by the Azerbaijan authorities for the punishment of the 


rebels und for the restoration ‘of order in that part, of the country, I request. your 
Exesllency to be good enough to oblige the Persian Government by sending strivgent 
tologeams to. the proper quarters asking them to prevent at once the Poshtedary tebe 
frou interfering with the villages of Molgri and Monker, 60 that the measures taken by 
Azerbaijan authorities may not be hampered. 


MOHTASHEM-US-SULTANEH, 


in No. 134, 
High Commissioner, Bagdad, to Mr. Norman, 


No, $)/2790,) 
Bagdad, October 14-18, 1921, 

1 AM directed by his Excellency, the High Commissioner to reply to, your 
despatch No, 94 of the 11th August, 1921} forwarding a note from the Persian Mi 
for Foroign Affairs which contains vague uecusations ayainst. the British authori 
provoking unrest in Persian Azerbaijan, 

Copies of correspondence which has passed between the Persian cousul-general 
Bagelad, and this Secretariat in this connestion are forwarded for your information. 

It would appear that the tribe, referred to variously as the ‘Poshtedary” nnd the 
“Poldri,” is the Pishdur, ‘This tribe was concerned in’ the recent disturbances in the 
Rowanduz neighbourhood ; one section under Abbas Agha proved treacherous and 
assisted the rebels, wheres Babakr Agha’s section loyally assisted the Goyernment's 
forces, ‘That any section of this or of any other tribe was ever encouraged directly or 
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indireetly by th British anthorities in Traq to provoke unrest 
untrue, 

Moreover, neither the British authorities or the Iraq Government can accept 
responsibility for the behaviour of a aigratory tribe when ones it haa etossed. the 
Persian frontier. To do so would involve: continual interference in the intertribal 
politics of Persian Kurdistan, which it is our oue desire to avoid, ‘The, responsibility. 
for dealing with refractory tribes within the Persian boundary must necessarily. ree 
with the Persian Governnient alone. y ; 

On the other hand the British authorities are justified in taking evory precaution 
for the protection of the Traq frontier, and their task in this respect is rendered. the 
more difficult by the fact that’ the Persian Goverument is, unable to inaintain conttol 
within its boundaries, as is evidenced by the unhindered passage through Persian 
territory of the Turkish troops who recently saized Rowand, 

In order to enable you t» deal with similar aecusitions against the British 
authorities in Low aud with the suspicious attitude of the Persian Government yoncrally 
as regards our Kurdisli policy, I venture to outline for your information the nature of 
that policy and the considerations om which it is based 

At tho Cairo conference a strong belief was expressed in some quarters that the 
Kunlish districts in Traq would as a whole object: to. coming ditvotly under at Ataly 
Government nt Bagdad, and would claim, or at any rate welcome, local autonomy. ancl 
auhuinistration by Kurdish officials under direct British supervision oxercined through 
the High Commissioner, 

A settlement of the question on the above lines was primd Jueie favoured by Hin 
Majesty's Government on account of the obvious advantage which would result’ from 
the existence ofa strong buffer State lying hetwoon Iraq proper and Persia, At the 
saine time thers was no intention of separating. the Kurdish districts from Tmq proper 
if such severance was uot desired by the Kurdish tribes involved, 

On the retin of the High Commissioner to ting stops wery taken to nscortath tho 

ishes of the Kurdish comm within the/lvaqian frontier, and it was found: tha 
they: were by no ineans unanimous) in desiring separation from Traq. hose tribes, in 
particular whose eoonomie interests depend on the maintonanes of fey, communiaatiot 
with Mosul contemplated separation with considerable misgiving, and aw long aw the 
were reasouably: assured that they would be administered as fii ns possible by Kuraigh 
officials aud thoir interests adequately supervised by Britisl: officors they. preferred to 
in within the administrative sceme of the Bagdad Government, ‘The Sulaimani 
division, on the other hand, expressed a definite desire for separation from Bagdid, 
and, more recently, the Kurds in the Kirkuk neighbourliood refiised to take part in the 
selection of the Emin Feisal, lest it might prejudice their future freedom of choice. 

Politica opinion in the Kudish districts of ting therefore ik at. yet, aufiictently 
crystallised to duit of the drawing up of a detailed schome for thelr Patio 
administration, 


Persian tervitory ix 


. On the other hand, the defeat 
ntrodiice ant entirely different. aot of 


‘The situation in this quarter is at present so fluid’ us to provide a strong additional 
argument ayainst the adoption by the British Goveroment of a definite line of action 
with, regard to the Kurdish question, ee aes 
he policy therefore which the British authorities in Iraq are at. present following 
‘on the instructions of His Majesty's Government is one of complete neutrality. Great 
care is being exercised to avoid taking sides in the quarrel between the Porsian Kurds 
and their stzerain, and toxefrain from any action which might give the impression thut 
His Majesty's Goveramont's sympathies are with one sider the other. ‘This all forinal 
intercourse with the Kurdish chiefs beyond the Traqian border is refusod, bub st the 
same time it is very necessary that opportunities should not he lost of ascertaining th 
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intenti ing thet y bearing it may: bave 

ritentions and of gauging thoir chances of success, in onder that any. bearing it, may 

ii the polceal staatiou on. this sie of te trntir tay be ‘appreciated and) the 
ie cotion taken to exisure the safety of the confines of Iraq. 2 

eee this connection you will, I am sure, realise that, even at the cost of being 

snisunderstood by the Peisian Government, this Government cannot safely neglect to 
‘ke auch meastives for the protection of the Iray frontier as may be rendered necessary 


the inability of the Government to exercise control over Persian territory 
xdjacent to the frontier, 


Thave, &e, i 
©; 6, GARBETT, 
Secretary to his Becellency the High Commissioner for Lrag. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 134. 
Persian Consul-General to the High Commissioner, Baydad. 


Excellen Bagdad, July 27, 1921. 
See ee eta clonaitiscem or von ex information the copy of a telegram 
vod from the Foreign Ministry request that your Exoelleney will 
indy lot ane. know, as soon possible, the result: of the stepe (being taken in the 
anit, to enable ine to eonmunieate th subject to the Kos ‘y, Tehran. 
wave, Se. 
i, MOPATHEHOL MULK. 


ign Ministry, Tehiran, to Persian Consul-General, Baga. 


(Rranslation) 
(Toe CBORDING to, the inorinatio from tle Yali of Azerbaijan, one 
vorson has formed, at tho expends of His Britannic Majesty's Government, from the 
Ppaldet tribe who ate subjected to British authorities—a corps of 300 horsemen under the 


feommand of 1 cectain Salitn Aga or his relations who act in the interest of 
i 


rbeliny. its neighbourhood and Mangoor, ‘These circumstances have caused the 
Hee the poeple of Savechbolagh, ‘The Tooal G eis busy to make 
Order and to appewo, You, also hi ry and urgent couversstion with the 
Government of Mesopotamia for the fustructions would be yiven to 
hot to interfere in any way with Diarbekir and Mangoor, and cor 
the result of your steps. 


Enclosure 6 in No, 184. 
High Commissioner, Bagdad, to Persian Consul-General, 


Your Wxcellency, Bagdad, August 6-8, 1921. 
eo eee vied to reply to your letter dated the 27¢h duly, forwarding copy of 
tulogian feseived by you from the Persian Ninistor of Forsigi Wary reciting: the 
alleged activities in the neighbourhood of Diarb {eiel bit _ (presumably 
Dehbuker, near Soujboulak, eet) of ea tribal horsemen believed to have been 
ised by His Britunnie Majesty's Goverament. ; “a0 F 
ee an the tsport is unintelligible to High Commissioner, and nothing 
hing come to his knowledge wh ‘would suggest that there is any foundation for it, 
Thave, &. 
C. GARBETT, 
Secretary to th rommiteaioner for Mesopotamia, 


Wz 
(12718 /76/34) No. 135, 


Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedloston—(Received November 19: 
ae 
(Telegea Tehran, November 18, 1921, 


s hitherto. He enquire 
Against himself personally, 
in office in Persia, (see your 


for premiershi candida 
canaldata’and rmer is Russian 


conditions, 





[E 12871/76/94) No. 186, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Cuirzon of Kedleston—(Received November 22.) 


{bloga 

‘elegraphic,) 

Te dean No, Tehran, November 19, 1921, 
Frime Minister, in reply to interpellation by Sirdar Moazzam Kh ii 

ee at avon Tes eral  Khostaria concession, stated tat Persian 

ve ot acknowledge this i i 

Fatiied By Medion aaianoedge thie concession as lawful, as it has never boen 

He added that party concerned had been notified. 





[1B 12843/8199/24] No. 187, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curson of Kedleston.—(Récvived November 92,) 
(No. 643.) 


(Telographic.) R. 
POTTING aise EA See Tehran, Novomber 20, 1921. 


joremiian Government, requests immediate handing over of telegraph office at 
local 


Abadan, alleging that the local British officials refuse on the ground that “it is on 


Persian Government ex re 
of sovereign rightee nt Pts couoeen at the loss of revenue and infringement 


(Repeated to India, No. 643.) 





(i 12845 /76/34) No, 138, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Receioud Novembor' 22), 


(No: 648;) 
(Telegraphic.) 
Y telegram No, 642, Tehran, November 22, 1921, 
a raged of us coun this afternoon asked Medji 
oil exploitation in Azerbaijan, Gilan, Astrab; 
SunmatOl Compe et sane eee 
‘After short debate Medjliss approved, 
Fuller report later. 


liss to grant: concession for 
leran and Khorassan to the 
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No. 189. 


1718/76/34] 
Meine of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Lehran).. 


Dhe Marquese Curzon 
een Foreign Office, November 22, 1921. 


TE SBR legram No. 640 of 18th November. 
T approve your language. 





[iE 12845/76/34) 

The Marquess Curzon 
No, 461.) 
Tele llega Nos: 642 and 648 of 19th and 28nd November : 


ind Persian Prime Minister of the action taken by: 


¥ telegram 
890 of 20th August, and by you on my. tele 
vo etm very sercously regarding his action in the 


No, 140. 
of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran). 


i 24, 1921, 
Foreign Office, November 24,1921. 


Concession. 
‘You should at onoe rem 


Mr, Norman on my telegram : 
: i i fensible 
Aan tig 1. SE See chtremely unfriendly aud. tity mbes rn 
Medes ald at the same time enter another official protest and erate 
Majesgts Ceucrament ill eontinue to uphold the prior Tigh 
ajesty’s Gi 


(Repeated to Washington, No. 706.) 





No. 141 


(UB 18032/6296/84) 
Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of K 


iy 650), 


edleston—(Received November 27). 


‘Tehran, November 24, 1921. 
rh 
f handing over Tebran~ 
oe te hand over Abadan 
rence with other Persian 


‘am No. 600 to you. 
raph Department 
Persian Minister of 


how much they are 
apply pressure by 
t by our military 





No, 142. 


B 19034/76/34) ; 
F 1 Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received November 27). 


Mr. Bridgeman to th 


Ne 651) 


hic) 
eee NOOB. ows 
‘Terms of concession are as = ; ~, 
1. Grant to Standard Oil Company, of right to extract ofl [4 group omitted} 
five provinoss of Northern Persia mentioned in my teleg : 
2 Period of concession OAT Jat to be mote than 10 per cent, of all oil and bye- 
products extracted from wells, 


Tehran, November 24, 1921. 
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4, Other conditions of concession, such as conversion into money of Government 
share and payment thereof, method of governmental supervision of company's 
Production, conditions invalidating concession, 4c., are still under negotiation goa 
Will be enbmitted to Medjliss later 

5, Standard Oil Company will not have the right of transferring concession to 
any foreign Government or association. In the event of violation of this clause 
‘concession will be cancelled, 


{reminded Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning of protests addressed to 
Persian Government, in. consequence of instructions conveyed by yout telegrams 
Nos, 950 and 397, and enquired what view he expected His Majesty's Government 
Would take of grant of this fresh concession for oil’ in Northern Persia. His 
Excellency repeated usual arguments regarding invalidity of Khostarian Concession, 

I Tearn that Russian Legation has protested officially to Persian Government 
against. grant of concession to American company, Russian argument, is that, until 
ratification of Russo-Persian ‘Treaty, concession is Russian property and that as soon 
4s ratification takes place Persian Government. will be bound by engagement not to 
Brant to subjects of a third Power concession renounced by Russian Government, 

T have wot been able to ascertain whether Persian Government has obtained 


fyomice of an immediate advance of money in return fox passing off concession by 
jliss. 





Case eae No, 148, 


Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recoived November 26.) 
No, 655.) 
Telegraphic) 

‘OUR telegram No, 461. 

French Chargé d’Affaires informs me that without awaiting instructions from 
his Government, he protested to Prime Ministor against grant of ‘oil concession to 
Standard Oil Company without previous notification v0 French Government of 
intended action, 

Protest was based on facts reported in Mr, Norman's telegram No, 480, that on 
instruction from French' Government. immediate cash advance had beon offered to 
Persian Government on behalf of “Société frangaiso”’ for the granting to it by 
Medjliss of oil concession in North Persia, 

French Chargé d’Affaires observed that: he would far sooner soo concession in 
British than in American hands, in view of Anglo-French arrangement as to French 
right to share of oil produced in Mosul field. 

1 gathered that United States Chargé d'Affaires was not, aware of progress of 
negotiations conducted by Persian representative at Washington, nor of intention of 
Retsian Government to submit to Medjliss granting of concession to Standard Oil 

man} 
have addressed oficial protest to Minister for Foreign Affairs as directed by 
your telegram No, 461, and, having been hitherto unable to see Prime Minister, who 
is suffering from influenza, Lhave written to him in the sense indicated by you, 

Persian public opinion is elated at the prospect of prosperity which is expected 

to result from American exploitation of northern oilfield, 


Lehran, November 25, 1921. 


[EB 18078/76/34) No, 144. 


Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Novembor 28:) 


{ieicgraphie) 

BB 

THY telegram No, 610, : 
Prime Minister is better, but I have not yet seen him, He has sont me a 

message through Colonel Grey that be is at his wits! end for moneys nnd reaueste me 

to enguire on What conditions you would he prepared to abandon presen ohpoattign 

to Persian Government borrowing money from Imperial Bank of Persia. Colonel 

Grey remarked to his Highness, Who had spoken of the protest which T had merous 

accordance with your telegram No; 401 against action ‘of Persian Governeieat ty 

{7580| 2A2 


Lehran, Novomber 27, 1921, 
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sting Novth Persian oil exploitation to Standard Oil Company, tnt the present: 

poment didn Gpportune for appealing for British assistance, Efis Highness 

vv egretted haviug. displeased British, but that point 0” Tr 

egretted Heyl hostaria, Concessions had been so frequently 

‘and so explicitly stated t British objection would be so strong. 

Colonel expressed the 0} ¢ fact that Khostaria Concession 18 

in British hands it would s Government before 
surrender 

Prime Mi it er ‘ 

[understand that no money ‘and thal 


there is.no immediate prospect of A ret 
Js no immedi Jays that if he cannot obtain money country. vil have to be 


handed mor to the military, who are clamouring for pay. | Ministee of War has 
vrmvdaly gasued instructions that no-money is to be pad out by any Government 
Department for administration purposes, | 

Ntunicipatities, funds were seized by him a few days ago, 

Mean eA to impose conditions on Persian Government present moment 


appears suitable. 





[iE 19131 /2/34] No, 145. 


Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receioad November 29.) 
(i se) Tehran, November 28, 107". 


Telegraphic.) F 
“ON Bald Novoniber Russiun Minister addressed two notes to Persian Mit try 


for Foreign Affairs, ‘Text of first is as follows: 
1 By alause 24 of Russo-Porsian treaty, ratification must take place within three 


Joint of view trenty has 
been taken by Persian 
former Russian 
talments of Ioans 


neither Parliament nor competer 
fatification of treaty. ‘This disteg 
February last, for conclusion of which a sp 
may bo interpreted as. unwillingness on the par 
Medjlise to ratify. ‘There remains therefore no alternative. 
except O.tjeve Persian Government of unpleasant duty of 
inyalid. y 

La. consideration of foregoing I respectfully, state that so long as treaty is not 
vation al nigations undertaken’ thereunder by Persian Government are 1% 
aie ot Lede not approve of any: measure of Persian Government based on 
carried out Ty ureaty, and 1 consider it my duty to inform you that Af treaty be 95° 
ratified as soon as possible L hall be obliged to refer to my Government for 


Thatructions as regards future situation of treaty.”” 


‘Text of second note is ns follow 
ST have learnt from newspapers that Persian Government has submitted 
sropostl to Medjliss for concession of North Persian oil wells which up to the present 
Parkiged to Russian subjects and has asked for its “immediate ratification by 
belonged to Tiament ratified it immediately. As Russo-Persian Treaty. as not 
Parliament fed this action of Persian Government, and Medjfiss is an illega) 
Yifraction of concession in question, Since clause 18 of aboye-mentioned treaty 
precludes grant to subjects ofa third Power of concession restored to Persia, even 
eeecravtifeation of treaty, such measures on the part of Persian Government and 


Fxoelleney that if Persian 


Medjliss would be illegal. I therefore consider it necessary to acquaint your 
real Jan Government and Medjliss do not ‘lesbet from steps which 


ist 


trample on rights of Russi 
ree R of Russian Government i =e 
agreement T shall notify you of coucequenat of cation ES conditions of 


State of public opinion i i 
igo mn is such that it looks as if fate of An : 
Agreement may overtake Russo-Persian, Fear of Russia existing (sy ae0 


(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 393; sent to Indin,) 





Re TES No. 146, 


Mr. Bri 
7. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recbived November 80.) 


(No. i) 
qa ceeren hic.) 
immediately preceding tel 
Prime Mini: ig telegram. 
Ruse’ Minister confidentially read to me replies of Porei 
notes. Following is their substance :— ersian Government to 


With regard to oil concessi i 

th regard | ion, Persian i inyalidit 

Kowariacocesin xcladd it fn siuteeo Puna heeanen at Tet 

this in d been notified to Briti ion i crs Topr6 

sentations regarding. transfer of concasion by ‘Rotate ta: Aeshna 
Persian Oi 


Company. Persi 5 : 
Company. Persian Government. were, therefore, unable to accept Russian point of 


Tehran, November 29, 1921, 


th regard to Russo-Persi 
egard jan Agree i 
i ratheation vas due to th fellowing caysense con™men® Tepied that 
- For two months \ i i it 
Sanine 8 Medjliss had been occupied with ratification of deputies’ 
2. For six weeks after that Gi 
2. For 4 it Government's positi 8 i 
Consideration and approval of its programme by Mfedjtis,"=) “™™ Pending 
trea’ (AS ger, 28 ote of confidence had heen obtained, Government. submit 
pera a hich, in agvordance with custom, Tetertel AU SoMNTeGEe et 
Ministry for Torsign Affairs. Commission's examination of treaty Pmuleeleiscene 
PERRO? cote nea a aoe aa cee 
i z er At Hees (9 
ering tht tn ats tt Noun" et ON 
peas eek ee tie Russo-Persian relations, commission had Terral ree 
tenet me isons Medi pe had authorised GOVeMEMAT LG liaoe 
Re Name a rey are lifficulties with Russian Minister, who had 


Note concludes by stating that ag i 

No yy stating that us these private discussi 

ance 1 ese private discussions had a 1 

ome rserastniion, cmon would be fort La aeneined 

fotes, t] gl ve it i 

trai towel enveloped in complimentary, language, reveal considerable 
Prime Minister gave mo to und 

ay ter gave mo, and that while Medjti ( 

insist on substantial modification, Russian Minister isisted tint eho ost 

se rae tase aati ean ios Minister insisted that either treaty act 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 806; sent to Tudia.) 








[E 18185 /76/34] No. 147, 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 80.) 


(No, 661.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
ALY telegram No, 006, 
nnited States Chargé d’Affaires, in conversation whi i 
despatch, said that there was no representative of the Santard Ol Comme 2 
at present, but probably one would soon be sent. SD 


Tehran, November 29, 1021. 
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tioned, but he 
wuld: pay out 

‘of the 














( 19018/76/34) No, 148, 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 80.) 






No. G03. 
‘Tolegraphic.) Tehran, November 29, 1921. 
FOUR telogram No, 461. Sie irks 
TLurrote ane spoko to the Prime Minister, who has replied reiterating hat Son 
coast FINA because not approved by Dfedjliss, “He observes that fact that 


savas not sitting at the time when concession was obtained does not confirm 





Government and the 
1920, and subsequent 


t His Majesty's 
legally 





Government, to conside 
and indubitahly Persian Government's property. 


‘Translation by bag. 





[B 18170/76/34) No. 219. 


Mr, Addison to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received November 30.) 


Kits 539.) " 
elegraphie) Berlin, November 20, 1921. 
YOUR despatch No, 1204. 

German Chargé d’ Affaires at ‘Tehran. 

T visited Chancellor this afternoon, and hi 
Lordship's instructions, Tn conversation I laid stress on the serions 
Lordship s inevtuer, on the undesirability of ofending His Majesty e Government 
too or at any moment, aud on the fact that if such actions ware fp continity His 
Biujesty's Government’ might have to reconsider their whole attitude towards 


Germany. A a 
Hany lor recoived the note and my observations in the most friendly spirit, 
Fle ne ie poly, as that of his predecessor was to do nothing whatever that 

Aajesly’s Government, and that all German representatives abroad 


could offend His Majesty's Governme ° 
vould ofend fully ¢mstructed in this sense, He would make a thorough enquiry, 


‘and should he find that, German Chargé d 
ithe manner described he would recall himat once. 
"Hie requested me to ask your Lordship to bring to hi 


whieh you considered that a German official abrond was ac 
Heceats, when he would not fail to take action at once, 

eet tg im his opinion, was more important than that. Germany should main~ 
tain and strengthen friendly relations with Great. Britain, 


anded him  niote in the sense of your 
‘stress on the serious view which you 


is notice any. instance in 
ting contrary to British 
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[E 18187/76/24] wees 


Mr. Brid 
igeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received November 80:) 


si 664.) 
‘elegraphic,) R. 
2 ) Tehran, November 30, 1921, 


CHIEF man: i 
Mingo HORSE Of Tmperial Bank of Persia has reonved letter trom Prime 


‘I do not think you are unaware 

“Ton of grave si i i 
provinces by aoa-papent of fands to miltary for iat toy month. 
cosa aahets go eee SB ally to provide Government with 1,000,000 
Folding figiemotg Riavent undesirable circumstances that may axise from with- 


Chief manager anticipates that this threat. will be followed by demand fi 
irom. 


Minister of W: i im i 
Minister of War for cash to ho delivered to him if advanoo be not willingly granted 








Des1eies/beas 8) No. 161. 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr, Bridgeman (Lehran) 
s ae : 
‘elographic,) R. orci 
Ra se eer . Foreign Office, December 1, 1921, 
HOUR telegram No. 050 of Sth November: Telegeaphs in Persia," 
mom resent attitude ‘of Persian Government, in pressing. these mati i 
Twoment is entirely inopportune, You should inform Misletar for Vorsign sates 
¥esty's Government cannot entertain any. idea. of a, chase in the 
in the 


status quo until it can be considered. in the Ii 
MNGi ae Rae te HEB oF 8 rtm Hom He Mays 











(B 12608/76/84) No, 152, 


The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr, Bridgeman (Tehran), 


No, 400) 

‘elegraphic.) roreit 

Totem 10 ts Not Roreign Offer, December 2,192. 
ce of my representations at Berlin, Gi : 

unacgainne of ny representations a Balin, German, Gover 

aera int rough Gay wil be made and Chargé stir recalled 


Has he taken any further part me 
of northern oil concesion to: Anavionn grarey  weCnstions rating to trankfor 
















[E 13187/76/34) No. 188 
The Marquess Curzon of Kadleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran), 


i 468.) 
‘elegraphic,) R. “oreiy 
“ett ain Ne oeoe ara Novemper! 7? Ofies, Decombor 5, 1021 
__ Colonel Grey’s reply to the Persian Prime Minister tt 

ct pot sem opportune for epee eB eaten ean eee 

in fact, have bas reply not only on the Persian Gi 5, acti 

SUN AReR h jan Government's, acti 
gregh aor ah but upon their whole policy ever sinoe they 
Tt is astonishing that the Prime Minister should pretend to hope for British 
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financial assistance while he is actively carrying on s definitely anti-Britisli policy 
pare ing to introduce foreign influence with the avowed object of supplanting us 


in Persia, 5 ates 

ers cice on these points is conclusive, We are fully aware of the actinic: 
of te Patan Minister in, Washington, where, acting on the instrut\ions of his 
of the Persian, hae sought to enlist, as itis alleged with success, the services of Mr, 
Governinent i persian interest, has actually engaged Mx. Shuster, ands te treaty’ 
‘Lansing int Abt rean biicials, who are to proceed to Persia to nct as inary al adviser 
i ern rns of che Yortner Teussian bank, the intention being to turn ih ints tate 
and directors of upplant the Tmperial Bank: of Persia, which is alrendy a 


State bank, F : 
«bank same time we know that the Persian Government are seeking 10 obtain 
‘large loan from America, and, to facilitate this, havevoflered to dpctienas to 
a oes ve tinanciers the royalties derived from the Anglo-Persian Tt Company. 
Thaddition they have actually offered to America concession already owned by 
Phitieh subjects: ¢.g., the Persian Sinister is prepared to grant to ot American 
pitoute avrailway from Mohammerah to the Caspian Sea, in entire disregard of 
Vecurior rights of the Persian Railway Syndicate, | further instance ‘that of 
the Kelostaria. concession, the rights of which had previously been acquired in 
proper form by a British firm, ah ~ re - 

FC prcatan Government have also dismissed the British officers trom the South 
Persia Rifles, and in coniplete aisregard ‘of past experience and of the hostility 
displayed to this country by some of the previously engaged Swedish officers during 
Seat have decided to introduce Swedish officers in their place. ee 

Wot long ago the Persian Government concluded agreomen's with the Soviet 
Govercmenteand with the Government of Afghanistan. and bave even sent an 
covery to conclude an agreement with the Kemalist Turks, all inspired by a policy 

Cait to British interests, Lastly, the Persian Government. have thought fit to 
inimicr” to Maries of overt acts of untriendliness to His Majesty’s Government in 
respect of our telegraph, postal and other interests in the country. 

Te oe ouian Coverhinent are, of course, at liberty to tar. for help to any countty 
that the British Govern- 
Fadia vel ostentatiously and consistently, flouted by successive Persian 
MUiniisies, should come forward with material assistance to a Government known. 
Wp he engaged in undermining: British interests, wherever possible; and to have only 
Applied to. us in order to tide over the necessities immediately confronting them, 
applied eer tnere is no security that they will not continue oF resume their anti- 
British activities. 

“Your telegram No. 664 has now been received. 

xen testi make it quite clear to, ‘his Highness that such a threat as that 
reported therein can carry no weight with His Majesty's Government, who would 
peor at action to take, wore the present: military dictator to act in a high-handed 
tnd legal manner towards the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

‘The Imperial Bank of Persia have received from their manager & telegram in 
tho sonse of your telegram No, 664, and are desirous of taking some action, Tam 
Strongly adverse from approving any financial advance by His Majesty's Govern: 
strongly aCasons above. stated, and. would only consent. to bank's or olf company’s 
Taking advance if they didl so on their own responsibility: and if ‘Persian Govern- 
aaaet Wore previously to give in writing following guarantees :— 


1, Hussein Khan’s activities in America, shall be abandoned. 

tA Ssparsian Government's royalties from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
‘shail not be. offered as securities for loans from third parties. 

3, Existing valid British concessions shall receive full recognition, 

t Tallwop concessions already under discussion with British syndicate shall 
not be offered elsewhere. 


or syndicate thoy please, But they annot in reason expect 


You may inform Mr. MoMurtay of the substance of this telegram, of which the 


chairman of the bank here has also been informed. 
(Repeated to India.) 
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[E 18266, 
E 76/4) No. 154. 


The Marquess Curzon 
of Keiléston to Sir Au : 
cp 1 to Sit Aueklond Geddes (Washington), 
i, 
_ IT bas. been. brow erslon Often, Dretmbar 
Hines Tasca fo ay Inowledge hat Eee i bed 
eg We Unig ett OH, ped eo ea eas 
jus why nanth en iste vi 
ister, Who wan formerly Financial Adviser Me Poe e ayilciaes 


2. As itis not improbal tt 
Ar Morgin  Stineier at Bat Regotiations may already be on foot between 


Me Morgan Shoster and contain Avwerean groups, i i ; 
Sif eg Saeed a 
CROCE Hee meer royalties payable by the An, neat 
Suc peee ries in Government, it appears { TAH 
lee: ears ie desirable that you sh 
acu Departnient (o:the following, point veto 
Mr, Paspaembondence passed in September and. Octobe ti 
Hatt ey, Uae States Ambassder ih Loudon apne Seana 
iting on behalf of sment, Mr. Davis Med. stress on the allegation that 
ou een etn prone af 
Brien aoc of uO eau 5 a ang 
. hited Siut Jove) f “ i 
attention of th State Deparimeot to this SRI Cae the 
one hhand the AngloPersian Agreement did neu attach es 
Jutereat in Peis, now learn tha, on th oer hath 
the United States for the eouchision of arraugen ts 
garited by the Fenian. Goveraneat to injure Bish 
, tely entublished sou 
Jatereel long imately established in that eouurry, aud’ thre 
Peso loa Sut ad ean a 


4. You should Jay sti 
Govt lot shoul Jay strom on the puramonat political ig Maj 
fel pene havo (at region of Ue Mi Ean oe Ce 

ufan Empire bat upon the mandated teritor of Mesopotamia Th sentra 
Ganerament have, moreover lent lange aun of obey to ma in the pat aud canara 


venues aro already mortgujed to His Majesty" 
deli His Mejesten Government a0 at this anirene Coe ea ama these 


complete aoeount a vari i ss 

complete cant of al th vaio Brana advan no eens Neale Re 

unit ome satisfactory atrangement is cows to a6 (0 the payment of inlets an 

tunking fund on these advances, His Majette CeratateeCRa a cane 
fovernment will take such m Seat el aH taE 


possible lendors of money to Persia of Hin M nmenv’s prior liens, 
y to Persia of Hin M i ; 
lajesty’s Government's prior lien 


CULZON OF KEDLESTON. 


ee 


Enclosure 1 in No, 151, 


ing. out tliat, whilst, on th 
» Whilst, on the 

ingle established American 
‘gotintions are proceeding in 
vancial and other, clearly 
comine: d economic 


Earl Curzon to Mr. Davis, 


My dear Ambassador 
ae Abas, Foreign Office, September 11, 19 
a inal the Foreign Ofte in Chaieipenn igen Genie vi 
on Of An oe eee order that T might acquaint you with the recent 
some ok at agresient between tho British and Persian Goveramonts, 1 formed 
your your Government had not bee inectirsinone sities 
ye e's a lagen a 
cepecilly to mention to bm the nature ofthe negotiations in Wh ed, 
pee nate of th in which T was engay 
sot ias eet bint infor lent, Wilson an the matter, so that the President 
Tight te guided in hs attitude towards the Person deletion in Pati akon 
, atitule toyard lelegation in Paris, shouia 
undertook this mission is certain, because af ltée sete tone i 
i nissic certain, because at a lates in Le fe 
the bad carved i out, at hinted the De eater aa 
rematingy tt of doubt or disapproval was conveyed to-me, and havaloror 
ae nt the agreement was one which would meet. With 


2B 





Ra SS Sa | 








impr 
tho cordial approval of your Government and country. This Sin 


by our interview on 
french, vexed. as I believed : 
juad assumed a. hostil 
doing his best to di 

ideayour to. enl 
Tn these cireumstances, 
wvernmient, would be general ng 
vou could see your Way st 
vised to facilitate the acceptan 


to you that the F 
their efforts in Syria, 
which their Minister was 
hot unlikely that, hi 
colleague in puRs 

Tivos entitled to 
‘of the agreement, [ 
that the American 








do, that your: Go 
ir Excellens 
sisi at ‘Tehran should be a 


reement and to give aus shia slop, andiyou further 


eee eat deed for Persia than 


told me that you thought the agreement a goo 
it was for Great 
4, As my reports 
could have taken act 
sought more th 
ascertain, what 
absence from town has, h 
now 1 am obliged to 
write this letter, 
‘i case for doing 
ached mo only thi 
Of the th September th 
Persian , Prime 
communiqué to 
the native staft | 
throughout the city: 
“Tn yiew of misrepresen 
‘Rand ’ of the 19th Au 
‘Amorican Peace Mission, 
to submit, herewith a comm 
Department at Washington: — 
jean Legation, Tehran, 
@ i States 


spran led me to doubt whether the American Minister 


ition in the sense suggeste 
‘an once for_an Opp 
reply your Govern 


‘ing the last few, days 
dreagelloncy, in order to 
representations. 
fom seeing you, and 
stances, T venture to 


d returned to your 
revented ne 
Th thes circum 


nudered much more urge 

sing by, wire from Tehran, 
Minister, without an} 
Persian Government, ‘ad 
rs, and simultaneously, 
eda great un 


take my own departure. 


yrmation which bas 

that 
any communication, to the 
Madressed. the. following 


clan papers, a 
ok the Legation, distribu 


i ticle published in 
\titude of President, Wilson, 
dds Persia, it is thought proper 
United States State 


tations contained 
t with reference 


rmuniqué just 1 


nt instructs (2) you to please deny 
Persians or persons 

d to aid Persia. 
‘velfare of Persia in many ways. 


hers of the Peace Commission at Parts pte 


that it did not receive 
ncement of new treaty, 
ble to get such. 


Conference, and 


tore aid and support in its endeavour, 


m why the Americans were unal 
jelegates. 

ae arene Persia 
f its delegates: se 
learn of the recen! 
te that Persia does 


i n Government at ‘Tehran Tent no 
“+3, Te also a 
: {t Anglo-Persian Treaty, 


iene not wish America’s aid 


1d. seem to indicate 
woultereaTter, and his 
Peace Commission 


iLienown fact that Persian 
tly sought American aid and 








T have, of course, 
newspaper, nor have 
ropresentative seeking 









able diflionlty in un 
Ute Se gL ach wotion, taken without ¥ 
Power at the Persian capi 
ie procedure, woul 
‘as 1 challenge 10 tl 
hostile character. 

‘can haye been the intent 


id friendly P 
rey forms of diploma 
‘and indeed. was regarde 
unfriendly and 


regarded locally, 
he Anglo-Persian Agreement of an 


le, 
‘ion of the American Government I am unabl 
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of Persia, Indeed, th 
particulars to’ that. whi 
with the Liberian Gove 



























uments of geographical contiguity to th 
Indian Empire of Great Britain and of th eae putty tothe 


f the Allies in Persia during the wat, and 
ing the Government of that country. His Majesty's Government, in 
i ingent request of the Americin Government, not only assented to 
the American proposals with regard to Liberia, but even deforred to the strongly: 
expressed American desire that they should not be referred to the Council of the 
‘League of Nations for approval, 

feycthese circumstances, T cannot: help thinking that there must still be some 
misunderstanding which it is desirable to clear up, T should lope that. by now 
instructions may have reached the American Minister at ‘Tehran to act in the Spirit 
to which your Excellency had given your ready adhesion; and as retards the 
Tegtettable incident to which Thave ealled attention in this letter, T wacker ges 
to express the further hope that your Excellency's\Governmont, may soe. their wey 
without delay to inform the Persian Government and the Persian, press that the 
communiqué, to which Ihave referred, was inte nat te cast any aspersion on the 
Anglo-Persian Agreement, which is designed in the 1st interests af Persia, but 
oul to refute any inisapprehension caused by the article in the Raad”. Tt would, 
indeed, bo a misfortune if at this turning point in the fortunes of Persia grounds 
were given for the suspicion that the great Powers, whose joint. exertions, and 
sacrifices have won the war, were divided in their conceptions of Persian policy and 
if that, country were thrown back into the vortex of international jealousy. and 
competition from which it has suffered s0 sorely in the past, 

Thave, &. 

CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 








Enelosure 2 in No. 154, 


Mr, Davis to Earl. Curzon—(Receioed September 13,) 


Embassy of the United Staves of Amorca, 
My dear Lord Curzon, sondon, September 12, 1919, 

LBEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's communication of ‘the 
11th September, 


and regret that my absence on yesterday and the day before debarred 
me from the pleasure of « personal interview, While the particulat incident to 
which yous letter refers now comes to my notice for the first time, the general subject 
is one which T have desired to discuss with you in a personal interview but for this, 
by reason firgt of your absence and then of my own, no opportunity hue offered” 
notwithstanding my efforts to that end, 


I shall, of course, communicate the sense of your letter to my Government 
without delay, as T did the request which you made at our interview, of the 18th, 
Prior to that meeting my only knowledge touching the Anglo-Persinn Agreement 
had been gathered from the public announcement of its conclusion made some three 
days earlier, and it'is perhaps unfortunate, therefore, that you gathered from our 
conversation any impression as to the attitude of my Goverament, of which Twas 
then unaware. “But T should tell you that, tipon’ communicating with Washington, 
I learned that neither the President nor the Secretary of State were favourably 
impressed by what they conceived to be the secrecy 





with which the-agreement was 
negotiated, and felt that there had been some lack of frankness in the matter, more 
especially as the presonce of the Persian delegation in Paris scczrad to offer numerous 
gcoasions for a full statement of the intentions and purposes of. the British 
Government in the premises; and that they were’ therefore indisposed to take the 
(7580) 
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steps which would indicate their approval of the treaty thus 


spt of this information, T put myselt in touch with Colonel Hopst: 
between him and yourself as you ha 
your own as to the fact that you 


responsibility of an 
negotiated. 

Upon ¥ 
repeating to him the conversation at Paris 
fetailed it to me, His, recollection confirms 
presented to him the inadvisability of receiving before the Conference the Persian 
Argpation, representing that the subject of Persia should he otter dealt with— 
delegation Fopeated to the Prosident, But, unfortunately, he eonhok recall any 
al whieh no ontents or character of the instant treaty ott the intention to 
aiyotiate an engagement, of tis, sort, aud is thus unable to dispel the feeling of 
Biepriso which the President and Secretary entertain a 

THe Neome your Lordship’s letter, therefore, as affording, a” opportunity to 


clarify the situation and remove any misunderstanding which AY exist, 
Believe me, &e. 


JOHN W. DAVIS. 
























—— 





Bnclosure $ in No Wi, 
Mr, Davis to Earl Curzon—(Received October 9.) 


London, October 7, 1919. 


m American Embassy, 
communicated to my Government the contents of your letter of the 


i nigo of your subsequent letter of the 14th September, and am 
And ie the observations of muy Government: upon the matter in 


My Lord, 

TLHAVE 
Lith September, 
now directed to 
question. 


Hon gvornment notes. your Lordship’s statement that, by. Feason of Yous 


vonyersation with Colonel House, you were ‘under the impression that it was aware 
LOST ation vr of the negotiations which were being conducted with the Persian 
of the charmed that you believed that the United States would give the agreethert 
Goverat wpproval. Lam permitted inthis connection to quote m recent ester from 
Colonel House to the effect that s— 

‘Lave no reason to doubt that, Lord Curzon's memory as to what occurred 
etweon nee ip_ correct, Nevertheless, the, fact remains that there was, We 
betaeen se details, and T was left with no impression as to what the agreement 
a ene to be, It wad all so cast that I am sure it made no impression 


upon the President either.” 























My Government notes that your letter takes exception to a communiqus isoued 
H on the 7th September and published in the local 


py the American Minister at Tehran 
Lordship states to be of a nature which might be 
{of an unfriendly and almost 


press of that city, and whieh Your i 
Fegarded as n challenge to the Anglo-Bersian Agreeiient 

‘out in your letter, what you conceive to.be the 

id that whieh thie 


hostile character; that, you point 

aoettng tevonblence between the British agreement with Persia 0 
striking Ree vomnment has «der consideration with the Liberian Goverment and 
jimerion request, in conclusion, that the United States should without delay inform 
tat yoo an Government and the Persian press that the communiqné there referred to 
A rei fed only to refute any misapprehensions caused by an article in the Persian 
ee ere oro desigied to east any aspersions on the Anglo Fetsian ‘teresnctt: 
Ad nd noted by my Governuient to advise your Lordship that the United 
NY ste formal announcement that an agreement was being 
d Persian Governments, and that the communiqué above 


‘States was not aware until 
negotiated by the British an 
sy eee orth tho facts of the situation aa viewed by my Government, an 
to repeat. 






















relerred t 
which it does not seem necessary 
On‘the 28rd August my Governmont was informed that Here hud appeared in 

tho tnt: the offeial Cabinet organ in Tehran, the following articles 
v America, the only Government able to assist Persia, abandoned ber. The 
Four Great Powers at Paris decided that Persia should be under protection, 
Tour Grea ig a patt of Great Britain's portion. Persia bas been deceived by 
gpd Heat Wilgn's good words, and Rerein is in the same position as Egypt.” 


American Legation. in ‘Tehran. indicating 
d that America had refused to ai 



















Other telegrams followed from the 
that the highest Persian officials openly, state 





e 
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In thi i 
the United us Sofnection T ain asked to remind your Lordahi 
ts the recent terrible aeitees isecoly interested in the welt i 
Sering Prams on a genre nal may ak ama eas 
miditions then existing. scale, and did what it could to mitigate tee wee pet 
: ie unhappy 





that the people of 


























asks to be pard nister's denial soon beca i 
loned for pointing out that the sours ot this seca Tehran, 1 
rose solely from 





edge and acqui t in F 

i Hwiescence, an conclading, without it ess 

promises to a An agreement with the C its preliminary know- 

ses to aflect so materially the relations between Persia on of tho. Shah witch L 














troubles aris 
assistance of 





OF ate th 
ested, ns jeer 
4 tened attempt of forei; 
CTR ATH TiC ea cities by mente oh 
thet nationals of Lee reir oe oF inn 
State’Bayanlannoens ial, and financiat lite of Likogae tee ease contro! 
nounced to Fano the traditional atte at Meee erent. OF 

nie responsibility 


which the United States has alway: towards Libe ie followin, 
tates has always held towat 
i 
8 














“We exerci 
Republic of Liberia originated thhoeeh ee 
aad haa tabi rough the colonisati nce th 

ised der the foster sanction of ton, on rat citizens, | 
am lent, gives us 


the right as the 

next frie reat cu 

tent ot tori Bext friend of Taiberia to aid her in proventing any eniteach 
: stoach- 





rciimstance that the 








‘ynote of American elicy toward 


it has done so at the Sepa ee { 
‘beri 

id the fullest confdenca Baia 

the desire 





ee Sint erest itself most closely in Liberian affed 
an arrangement similar to th one now contempla losely in Liberian affairs, 


has received the 
sae rain 

at. whatever ovornn 
botween the United States and Laberiy anna eo! tls, contemplated 


fndete aoe aod an aia, issimilarity between the two 
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Ee) as 
is leadiny 
in the cate 





















upon direct negotiation 
the relations of Liberi 
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United 
negotiations, however, 
Majesty's, Government 
thus causing a delay 
assistance. 
anes. clusion, I am directed to say that my Governe 

opportuiity forded by your, Lordship to, express as 1078 
Peperness, and to say thai it does not feel itselt in a positio 

ite ils approval to the Anglo-Persian Agreement unless 01 
{the authorities and people of Pers 

that undertaking, Rees 
JOHN 








‘W. DAVIS. 






reopen trade with Ru 
to see harmor 














No. 155. 


1B 19448/76/34) 
Gurion of Kedleston.—(Received ecember.7-) 


Norman's despatsh No, 171 of 
Miiaine acute ee 







impossible for the Prime Minister to refuse 






tor 


8 most improper, 
ala instance 
in and 








Tsgard to the Asrilenko aff 
ich M, 





Saltaneh. The Shah had’ 


Gr 


ns ostablished by Persia with her nortl 





that His Maoty’s Goveramoot d 


ptember). He assured ine 
‘issuresl ine that 
and on to which be ould ae 
ad fod img in a awiaed 
of the Shah in onder to, muleo 
Ghayain-os8 tine 
stoi demanded the 
consent, anil it as 














command, 


R. BRIDGEMAN. 





Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess 
































iy fae Tehran, October 1921. 
a soutay of converantion with tho Prime Miniator tday, T remarked (06 it 
vin Hevea waht His Majeaty's Government t falta the supply ok funds to the 
his Highveas winner Hho abould wubinie programme of reform whieh, would Pi, 

sot hia. Calunet to reduce gradually and eventually to 


1B 18444/2/34) 





No, 











confidence in the detorn oe gradual 

‘ipo out cho raul defolt in the Parian budget, i hs ability a estore sider i {ror 
te eee iow Sultaneh sail that, as scon a the. Ghilan rebellion hn ed, 

ae eT sity 6 iso contemplated similar AS ‘repor 


the army considerably. He al 

THe. proposed by a rearrangement ot the 

position of new taxes, by. the exploitation of mines 

peetvonues of tho State, Tremarko! that these plans 

A sue details would be required before his projeats could be 

Hannes. promised to examine the question thoroughly aud 
‘sin a fow days w conciete scheme of reforms. 

I thet «British company, whose name be could not 

i ieomay be Seligann and Co., bad offered to make, o loan of 

rr pOD,00L to the Persian Government, ifthe latter could guarantee 2,000,000, a year 

icing tund. 
d that al 





sotiled, he propiaed to: redu 
roluetions in che, civil adm 

ation, by the iy 
to itorease 





tratio 





‘The prisoners ino 











were sent to 
Several 





nor polit 











days! 





letention and 






a 


e while question o 
ersian assets which 
the Persian. Gi a 
te cautious if further pledging oF 


and after the war to 
not think they could 
te which would shortly 












claimed thy 
Prime Mini 














‘ihe had shown weakness in yielding to M. Rotstein’s\ ley 
ae pec for Foreign Affairs at the tine af the Aarlenko incident 


i ted in Mr. Norman's: tele 
Minister of War arrested Glan nnesrees 
ited against the liven of the 


charge of having oon 
lided Zahi 


Tn ths dhya oeine thee ae 
es 2 da} ing. these at 
nin it Spree 






cal 
binet, prevailed upon the Shah to order Mushar-ul-Mulk 









No. 158, 








bast with the Shals, 
ted. 








iation, were réleasod, 


his copii 
Morvover, the Ministor of War, ix converse; 
hat he did not himself’ iene helecitan anon 


Mr. Bridgeman to rquces Ci 
igoman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedliaton,—{Neseived December 7.) 


Tehran, October 14, 1921 
540. of the 38th Sopteraber tho 
 feveral well-known people, on the 
rine Minister and himself. 


who had” been 1 supjorter of Say sea menace 


Mhommed ‘Tagi Kb i 

Mahomed 1 hin after its establishinent, a 

Mattar of the Gout, who was s candidate far the Promorit 
of War ant auspested of pro-British symnpathic 

shim and took ai 





he at Moshed, 


Din and of the régime of Colonel 


Mushar-ul-Mull, the 
Known to be hostile to, 


impathies, evaded the troops who 


ts, many Furchor areata were 
yere made, i 
Milk, Mani of thee pooplo, ator two oe ines 





in the 
midation 





who was in the: throed of reconstructing. his 
to leave the cowitty, and 


ry i 
ea that Mushur-ul-Mulk should bars hoon 


then reid’ to th 


ilty wentinced by that, i 
fembor of Purlatbont. Waa eal 
assay eres 


he 



































SS a 








on pain of 


in the handwriting of the Minister of War 










resigning his membership of the M 
in to sny, the day hefore his arrest 
to claim that they had not ac 

resigned from Parliament before 


ago," som Meshor-v]-Muls. but 
from Fis Maj i 


















of the plot. 
jvas engineered by the Prime Mi 
by. breaking up the opp! 
‘and dispersing his. party, 
display. of “strength ” 
War, when fie marched throw! 
in the Maidan four private sol! 
Te is noteworthy thot man 
terms with this Legation. Tn 
Gilhek, but on His Majesty's 
Mr. Havard that it wae di 
released. the prisoner 






















in the said paper. 
Thave forwarded a copy: 











[1H 13454/4985/24) 





@ 670:) 


to Director of Military Intel 


4, Prince Amanullah 















Government. troops, Gian, 


possible developments of p 








Medities read out the fol owing Tette 


the Shah to journey to E 


. 
Sh membership of the Medjlis A : 
oyeccyne proved, and it eeeris quite possible that it 


a 
id Miniater of War to strength 


ihe newxpaper 4 Vatan” went 8° 
in the plot, whereupon T protested to the P 


reorganisation in order to have 
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djlisn. Thin doonment was dated t 
and ita obieet is probably to e 


Tneonstitutionally, as Mushar-ul h 
‘On the {ith October the, President of the 


treat ich he said hud been received “some, days 


is arrest, 


had been. 


ister an 


¥y of the p 


cave, aver, ant A 





fue to excess of zeal on # 


faven torrtate that this Legation w 


SS 


No, 167. 


Mr, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of K 


‘elographic . ui 
FEW ING trom military attaché, reference bis telegram 


Higence :— 


“ Orders for amalgamation of gendarmeri 
iggued hy Minister of War to-day, 
over gendarmerie headquarters }rom 


Mirza; 


{late rebel, both offers of Cossack: division. and 
late commander of 


commander of 


resent 


(Sent to Indin; Bagdad, No. 408.) 
Majesty's Government conside: 





ron to the Government by getting rid 
to. silenion hostile 

‘cifh a similar object was recently: stages 
J the city with the sbole’garrison an 


hers who had been guilty 


consul jrotesting t© 


‘ro has instructed following three officers to 
Swedish officers: — 


gendarmerie, is thus reli 
sand other Swedieh officers have not 
edith Sweden, Colonel Lundberg, commander J (No, 473,) 
Simko, is to be relieved by Amir Mowassigh, 
Gonsider that Minister of War is hastening 
Conststa direct control of all army forces in view oF You should address a note to the Persi 
ersian Gover 
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‘ui Ootober, that. 
nable the Government 
Mulk had already 






[2 18490/76/34) hee 
0.186 







Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedlest 
Bridgema ress Cr if Kedle: 
On 


iad": “Having received permission 
rape, I therefure send, by this beef letter 








their position 
Heat shar ul le 
mtg and impress the pupuluce A. 
d by the Minister of 
a publicly executed 
‘of acts of iidiseiplivve. 
sre fro have been arrested: are on friendly 
vat was made in the village of 


issued contrary 





cypherable 
Persian ayaa 





4 ‘ia had’no yal 


—(Received December 8.) 









to legal prescriptions;"* 


das serious 
ts TOOMIANaLI toe ereap aes, 





‘tie Minister of War, he assured 
officer and at once 


[E 18579/2/34) 


hie part of a junior 
No, 159, 





implicated 


Mr. Bri 
fished a démenti fr. Bridgeman to the Marquess C1 





R. BRIDGEMAN. 





‘capable of comman 
of foreign officers, hi 
Bridgeman’s teleg: 
Swed 
not ii 
majo 










‘edleston-—(Received December 7.) 


‘Tehran, December 6, 1921. 
(O41 of ith May fe complaingd of atitude of Bh 

h. He stated + 
ha eon mista feud at se ea 
TE Pei 

















ie and Cossack division into one army 
ey So. obtained 














wurzon of Ke 
7 of Keileston.—(Received December 10) 


versian Govern et, who pull 
4 (No. 678, 
of thie despatch to the Government of tnd i (Telegraphic, 
a FOLLOWING from military attaché :-— Tehran, December 8, 1921 


| concession. to 
low advance to 
was, uftor all, 


pw 84,000 strong, anus 
If lovernm 
producing revenue and seize money so ahiaaeg es si fa 


6 pay his troops, 1 


ures if’ money not forthcoming by any 





gendarmerie in Kurdistan, very anti- 
[E 13225/76/34) 
No. 160, 


lieved of his command, 


ft decided whether to The Marquess Cirzon of Kedleston to Mr. 





Jate commander of Rk 


British financi 


Jovernment have hitherto abstained from approaching” them 
idvances made during the last ten years in order to afford 
ord 


resonirtes! Hy ni adveak. 
ves by British financial adyi 
hat steps should now 


(Lelegeaphic 
thi i z ay 
is Your telegram No, 579 of 18th Octobe ig fice, Decombor 10, 1001 


Bridgeman (Vehran). 


ial claim: 


tunent stating that His Majesty's 


regarding numerous 


id time for st Pets 
Tn pnsent cireumstannes howesee 
; His 


tletter regulation 
n of thes vances _ 
hese advances, which by avoretion of be taken for payment. or 


ally attaining undesirable proportions, 


unpaid interest are gradu- 


March next to 1,217,383 Floating 

Peibes 3331, Vs. and ting advances, wi 

the only payment now being: inde 18 26587, 0c js Fe eal Peete t RG 
6s, 8d. monthly 


items $ to 6 in Maclean's list. In view of py 
Nr 


[7580) sent financial di 


in respect of interest: on 


ficulties of Persian 
a0 













T 





















































to them by His Majesty's. Ge 
ptatement giving details of the interes 
advances on the Sth March next tp to 
Sgainst which monthly payments by 
3 kris 88 cents will in future be required 

am 


'SURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
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Enelosure 1 in 


List of Ponting Adcances. from His Majesty's © 
awwaiting Payment or better 


({hutorest fas bean made up to March 8, 19: 





6 during 1912-15 on 





(a) Ster 





re 


month out of customs revenuies— 
Sums advanced 








(0) Sterling advances on “nioratorium” 
1915 to 1917 in accordance. wil 
Porsian Government in Octo 


Sums advanced a 
Interest at 7 per cent. to March 8, 19- 





(@:) Sterling advance in ternis of agreeinient of 


Fimt instalmont paid on order 
Minister of Finance «ated 
[Oe a 





Interest ALT per cent. Lo March 8, 1922 





‘Potal ster 


(i) Kran, advances for restoration 
Sir P, Cox's note to Persian 
W19— 

Stuns advanced 


Toterest at 7 por 
TTD, to March 8, 19225 see 








(es) Kran advances of 3,50 
Sir P. Cox's notes to Persia 
Tecenber 1918 and previous papers 

Som ailvancedl 


Interest at 7 percent. to March 8, 1 





(7) Kram advances of 
‘ment int aid of ma 
‘Sums advanced, August 119 to Maye) i) 





Interest at 7 per cent: to 











t, from Mebruaty 1 


March 8, 1922 






—— 








Usnal. te, Sd. is being paid monthly on. th 


August 9, 1919 


from 


August 9, 


gz amount as on March 8, 1 


1,000,000 rans monthly to 
tenance af Cossack foree—  Krins 


‘Total kran ammount as on March 8, 1925 


Government to Per 
Regulation. 











&e. 


No. 165. 











i) 





interest of 
im Sth of each: 


» account during the years 
hr notes exchanged! swith 
her-Novemnber 101 


m de 


- 409,000 0 0, 


1R,Hs 7 4 

















of order in Kars, as stated in. 
Government of February 15, 





Krans 
2,080,472 50 


$41,228) 70 





90,00) rans montlily in aceordanee with 
) Government of October and 


Krans 






Persian Govert 


410,000,000 00 
1,009,698 95, 





overament during the last ten years, [ enclose herewith s 


+ calculations, bringing the total of 
1,217,3331. Ue. and 124,626, 
tlie Persian Government of 


these floating 


‘14 krans 75 cents, 
9,438. Os. 4d. and 












Government 


618 7 + 


154,815 3 8 


1,217,933 110 











W,098 55) 


(26,714 75. 
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Annual amortisation for 


mouthly 
ly instalments of 94381. Og. dq, 8": 8 14,9071, 1 








an twenty years, is 11) 








("Tnxcood's Tables," 25th edition, W, Sehoolin p- 78 an 
"25th edition, W, Sebi 
F gs PP. TS ai 

pp 78 and 114,) 


ee 
Enolosure 2 in No, 165, 
Tilerest on Ploating Advances, 


(a), Pierling advances, 1912-15, 490,001, 
of 8 mad I LY : 
cleat feo Ge. Sd, monthly is being 
_, there will be no a i 
() Sterling “ororna adyance MAAS ee pee 
 eapaehen No 1S Pt Oceheg aa 
y the 21st Ootobes 

ber and No, 


4th Novem 5 
atcha 1915). Taterest. is. calculated from di 
latos 









we eg 









15,000 
15,000 









90,000 feo March, & : m7 






15,000 * a 
18,000 es Mi 





1917, 





farel 8, 1918 










= 20,000 fren Mare ‘ 
1016, O00 fren March 8) 1918... 15,06 é 
1000 S485 51,635, 
fo Maveh 8, 1917 1,520,000 
i a 408 
sot 








830 
318 








103,000 from March, 1917 








for day at 7 per cent, 
403,000 


£ 
20,000 from Marl 
Ten gun (om Mar & 


1988 (6 years 
11000 igre 




















572518. 7, 


714 krans 75 6a 
233 Kerang $8 conta, 1889 krane 60 conte 


the Tmperi ido 
imperial Bank of Persite a out of euitome rece} 
agstimed t} 


Amount doe ason Mareh 8, 1999 aa 


interest at 7 ne 
F cent, rine 

Pet eat: per annum in twenty year se The aL RBSE Us, ith 
Se Ad. yearly, or in 








Hit 

ts ate 

ag as 
Toons 06, 
tan 7, 


Tehran despatch N 
follows: — in despatch No, 200 ‘of ‘the Bed Decontne Tipe 
m 1915, ay 
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‘G4OD3u Hea 














NOGNOT SHO 
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SJaim lodged with Persian 
rane 3}990 172 krans 50 cont-, Clan lodged wilh Perea 
(a) Bra sivancos for Tare 3880.47 foes 1910 (G00 Tea i pe een on 
0 Government on the Leen Tern fico) 919 

ae es N19, 10 the BU: Neb, 2 
the Toth February 


x ki ithly 


taintenance of Cossack forces (soe Forel 















1819, Kraus, 





























































































































+ Daya 
ug. 25. 1,000,000 fo Marsh R190 
z Soe 23 Upon baa tht 
Bias 088): ‘Oct. 25 100g}000 ae 25 134 
Br alegs Gi years to Maveh 8, Nov. 28 sono os i ek i 
ays (3 2 27 1}000;000 [ 
4 aie 7100) Gan ek cou Myysy Beh eet) 
3,980,472 50 et is 
7 wanced +++ ae a mo Jan, 31 1Y vi 4 P 
Gr arenes | | Meera rere SET Fh 21 oon f u i 
‘Amnount dito as on Match 8, 1922 J fe lee riot oes E 
ona es No, 69.01 34 10004 5 - 
‘Tehran despatches No, 69 An. 2% 1'500}000 
onthly (see Tehran Cees. to Forvign May 24 000000 ae 
coms - vargas of 8,000,000 Kraas Tote he 12th DEA is Legation. Bits 
(.) ea earth October, 018, and No. 87 OF OM asta Oe aancarment ——— 3,000,000 from March 5,191, 1807,000,000:00 
ibozith vente hese ea on requesting eafaoe Foreign Olice 1gj808-05, 
Oichean telegraphed to mount paid in ‘Peht Kins, i 
in Tolar andon for the kran amount P Fone fom March 8 1820, to Mae 8, 1029 (2'ymary),—., cs —_sna 00 
be at iann of dates attached)» é 300,000 nn 18 Cay Ee each 
memorariu of (Keo 0000.00 re 
i » Tuterest. to March 8, ss) ae 1,509,698: I. 
ee Sine advauced caine 10009000 ’ 
ejny dierent 65 
wee Swims duoasou March 8,tiee 4, 11,609,09855% ( 
(G.) Sterling advances in terms of agreement of the Mth August, 191), (White: teen 12. F 
Paper, “Persia No. 1 of 14119," { 
Firot, instalment paid on order from Minister of 4&4 dh K 
nance, dated August 9, 1919... oe 18,7 110 " 
Tntorest:at 7 por cent, to Marel 8, 1920 sy (5,300.19 7 ' 
hae » from March 8, 1920, 1 ‘ 
10,000 42,500,000 from Mare 8) zy March 8, 1922(2 years) 18,360 18 1 
aes Tnterest ... et sh + 23,607 12 8 
Snmis advanced 1., ah + 147 0 rz 
Sunn eae hie 8 Sums due aon March $1922... 154815. 98 5 
$500,000 2 
ee (E 18790/76/34) No. 166, 8 
Doce 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 15.) ia 
No. 685.) a 
Rigahic R. Ladle Lehran, December 14, 1921, Ri 
1 eoreb bears to have made up his mind to start for Hurope us goon de he las me 
Ghlained consent of Cabinet. Position of Iatter is shaky; if prone tony Russian, by 
Minister is urging necessity for Med Hiss passing Russo-Persian Treaty ast stands 6 
without further delay, ‘This the Mi (iss 3s unwilling to do, Meanwhile, Minister 8: 
of War is collecting all the revenues that he can Jay hands on. [hee 





Receipts of provincial post-oflices. are Paid to him though as yet not those of 
Tehran post-offices, Financial difficulties of Government ace Very great. Hospital 
ns Na {ive closed. Strike of Government employees is spoken of, and Brie Mingo? says 
93,600,000 the only alternative to handing over the country entirely to the military is to dissolve 
Government Departinents and to return to the kind of Government thee fifty 
fears ago in the time of Nasr-ed-din Shah. He sont me @ to Know whether 
5,880,000 bank ‘could be induced to lend money on Crown jewels, T seplied that I was not 
T8600 Sithorised to Help him in any. way unless conditions mentioned in rau telegram 
SS Raae No. 468 were complied with. 
ae yen (Sent to India, No, 685; Bagdad, No, 412) 


Tospisate 


Krai 













43,000000 seit 





* sgpa, (8 yours ab 7 par cent) 
& 1923, (8 yours ab 7 per 
Kise, @ 





ona 






oat nero 
Sams advanced 





1a ge Fs Ne 





Amount due us on March 6 
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No. 167. 
{e 1977/76/94) e 


n Kedleston. 
Ar, Bridgeman to the Marquess Curzon of Kedle 


(No, 688.) 


ic) R. i bee 
(Telegraphic) 1m No. 408 of th December ie 
“Your telegrimy chic! manager of the substa constantly repeated appeal for 
LS eerily reference 10 tis entees which Persian Gover 
ighness with the four gt . ance. 
Highness ie can be any. question of te er to raise tho 
ne eco at Persian Government would prefer to rains te 
he saicl thet Fevance were made by Imperia 
nd if a ad se ird partis 





(Received December 15.) 


Tehran, December 14, 1921. 
‘and have spoken to Prime 





















isfnctory, He 
ister was most unsatisfactory, I 
i itude of Prime Minister was most unsatisfactory: foe 
4, the attitude of Prime Minister was most unsatia 
eg to that option grated by. Persian Foreign Minise’ > fy 
Safety oman 1080 as a al Eas ct Sn ond is 
syndicate tn JanvtTy Phe took that Hine T did not ex} y 
Mdjliss, 1 said that 
Ee none aed 
BOVE AD regards conversion of 
inistor aN That although it had been : 
ager me tga he aki 
Persian Gover mmsncerfering in any way with the P 
State bank, or o antes 
BaP man f Soi mai 
ad frou South Persia Rifles, Prime Minisst, Ost 
islet had agreed in principle to his notesof I7Eh Ty. 
cover TENE of offers of & non-limitrophe Buropenn, court 
cagagenient el Auigua), no objection to or prefer ‘ 
fo, S12 of rd A 


i Jean financial adviser 
5 ged ab tha he jected to an American adrian 
aCe Raa nuired whether you ah opinion trom your telegrams tha 


replied that, I had formed i 
for Persia | p0 oto His Majesty's Government 
idea was 


i k, me 
former Russian bank into national bank, Pe me 
Ir it had een openly, proclaimed that, pac oy 
‘was no idea peas 







= to replace” British officers 
tor obwerved that. Fs Majesty's 
which concluded the 

(Geo your telegram 
articular nationality 





























No, 168. 


Re ston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran) 


The Marquess Qurzon of Kedli 


ic e¢ ecember 15, 1921. 
(No, 480.), Foreign Office, December 


te ‘ eat inform other 
(roleg No. 688 of 18th. Decel nectestnran 
OUR telegr a fy io item 7 and Was so drafted 
Yes, Reference is to i 


Legations after delivery of note to Persian Government 
ei livery of i 




























No. 169. 


70/84) i 
aT ee ese Curzon of Keileston.—(Receiced Decomb 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marq 


Ge Bimyoe 
sot eee cat caiat 
g request, of chief Sate 
activin our Lardship's instructions a Ga celal aren anda 
‘No, G4 of Ist December, ‘ted out that threat, was conveyed, a at raiding bank 
"Chief mi bert. ‘To impute to Prime Minister int 
ivate letter to himself. 
private letter 


yer 16.) 


Tehran, December 15, W921. 


: ‘ 5 f ad 
8 of th December. k of Persia, I have deferres 
Pehiat manage: oh operitt Ae Joferred to in my telegram 
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which he had not ex rejudice relations between him 
and chief manager. sertainly be given of intention 
Londeheel, Cank to band over money and that would be the tieees gue your 
Lordship's ‘warning, 


Minister of War found 60,000 tomans yesterday 





in road company's till at Kazvin, 





[3 18858/76/34) No. 170, 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Forcign Osice—(Recoived Decambor 1%) 


ae Great Winchester Stat, London, 
december 16, 1921, 
FT co ULE sectived your letters of the 7th aud ath instant cra neck of a 
Sracanepssion, reported to, have toon granted by the Pansy Goce te ae the 
r mpany in breach of the terms. of and rights under the concessions 
Atuired by toy company andl now held by the North Persian Oily Lroitah eke company. 
which was specially furmed in 1920 to work the eouvosston 
in regard ea pRear® to be grave misconception on the putt of the Persian Governinent 
in regard to the concessions which the North Persian Oil, Limited, have enter 
van craniis Btst concession, covering the districts of ‘inakabim Kuju and lareatay, 
Naar eaatad by His Majesty the Shalt of Persia by Imperial frmodn, to: Arwir tree 
aia us otherwise known as Sipulsalar--Azam, in Shabwi 1919 (1806) wed oe 
concession is duly: recorded in the archives of the Persian Goverment, 
3 On the 27th Janusry, 1916, the, coucassion mentioned. andor paragraph 2 wag 
Hipiealar-i-Azam to M. Khoahtaria, and that tmnsfor hay beon duly 


Toheaeet by the Persian Government and is recorded in the Government archiver 
‘ohn 































4. On the 





} March, 1916, 0 further concussion was granted to M. Khoshtaria 
’ ta of Gian, Muandaran and. Astribad’ ty the Govorument of the 
Majesty the Shuh of Persia, and was signed on behalf of sucht Gaver by. the 


iter for Foreign Atfuirs, duly sealed and registered in tho minute booke ef the 
Government. 












wry, 1917, 8 upplmen acy concession 
y 


vis wanted to 
th i 


President of the Council 








; provines, and this supplementary. conovesion, vas 
chives of the Persiun Government, 


E.On the 2S January, 1917, the Persian Government by ‘supplementary 
Tat gt ot contract brought togetlir the! two. concessions of Janusey, 1866 ant tho 
sakeamuary, 1926, and the supplementary concession of tho 7th Tantaey Ite 
Guiitmed that the rights of M. Khoshtaria extonded over thy ptovinge of Aciobil ict 
the provinces of Gilan, Mazandaran ‘ind Astrabad and. in, the cotntry diatriets of 
Tunokabun Kujor and Kalarestag, and. provided for a common term or oan es te 
attached to the concessions, and: this supplementary contract or coneession nag duly 
reeorded in tho archives of the Persian Government, 

Foceubaeguently, in aocordance sith the terins ot the beforvmentioned oncemions, 
the Persian Governuient appointed « commissaine to superintend. the carrying out of 
{he terms of the concussion, and tho works of exploration wore esamnenged oe ree tor 
{he consessionnaire, M, Khoshtaris, who paid ih respoct of such’ committe eto, 
the yearly sum of 6,000 roubles in| accordanos swith the terms aud conditions at ite 
Sige of the Teth Macch, 1976. In due eourve  aactifeate was given by the 
Marunter of Public Works that the terns of the concessions’ had been dey etgolied 
with by M Khosbtarin, and this acknowledgment, T understand, is alo recanted note 
archives of the Persian Government, 

8 It will be seen that the first concussion was dily granted by the Shah of Be 
lng before the constitution of 1906 war eatablished, aud’ that. tho tronic 
M. Khoshtarin was not only duly rucoguised by. the Berwian Government, ue. the 
couoessions granted on the 12th Murch, 1916, and the 7th January, 1917, were 
subsequently merged thto the concession of the year 1896 and. becane ane extention’ 
that concession, 

9, The confirmation of the Mediliss is not in question prior tothe constitution of 
1906, and apart from the fact that the ‘concessions mnted in 1916 and! 1917 were not 

conditional on ratification by the Peraian Pasfiatsont, tho Persian ‘Government on 
[7580] 2D 
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sie vind Jantiaty, 1917, by-ite contract of that: date did in fact anc] eft extend the 
4h 2a ay eiam| granted tm 3826, andl imposed afarther FoP50Ey payment of 
Ii per een, wo the Peraian Crown anil 2 pes cent. of the nett profits of the undertaking 
1 pe ca onal purposes in Persia an the ratiieation by the Persian Parliament 


‘af this exeoutive wet would be unnecessiry. 
Hoereeald also. like to take this opportunity of pointing 


cones Cian ch vB96'waa granted to.a Persian anject, and therefore for Ws 
indicated no questions: Detween the Russian Sc ier Government the Persian 
inet needing concessions grata to Russian niljects can vise Furthermore, 
M. Khoshtaria is a Georgian subject, 8 cludes him from the 


and that also pred 

Jast-mentioned discussion. 

IL. The statement referred to in your letter, 
‘aways itintained tis invalidity of the, Khoabtarin cones is obviously incorrect. 
Fo aera aacion Or yart of tie whole waa grauted’ in 1890, aud (f 6 1% until a 
se airebange of Government in the year 1919 that any attenpt oi made to question 
fie complete validity of what are known ws the Khare concessi 

TB. The attape grant An ‘il emeession over the dist 
KchorZarie aongeaigns isa direct rexch of the conditions of the Khoshunis oo 
roan youl are aware, being made for the puxpow of Fa funds of which the 


Persian Government is in much need. ; 
am, ke, 
. GREENWAY. 


out again that, the 
‘reasons above 


that the Persian Government has: 





No. 171. 
Gurzon of Kedleston,—(Received December V7.) 


[E 13865/2/34] 
Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess 

is 602), 
Melograp hie R. Tehran, December 16, 1021. 


ERO PERSIAN ‘Treaty passed by Medjliss Inst night. 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 417, and India.) 





[i 19790/76/34) No, 172. 


‘The Marguess Curzon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridgeman (Tehran). 


(No. 488) 
{Melegraphic) R Foreign Office, December 17, 1921. 
POUR telegram No. 086 of 14th December 
Prime Minister's wail carries no conviction, 
Your reply is approved. 





No. 173. 


[ 19777/76/34) 
-zon of Kedleston to Mr. Bridg 


Phe Marquess C 
No, 484, 
i y Foreign. Office, December 17, 1921. 


Molgeaphis) ; 
OUR telegram No, 688 ‘of 14th December ; Persian finance. 


jemeen (Tehran). 


Situation appears extremely unsatisfactory. 
veri i red conditions on which embargo 

Id be raised, and in my 
ed. So far as I can see 


Persian Government being in dire straits, enqu 

by Hie Majesty's Government on British, advances 

Pihegram No. 408 of 5th December conditions were enunirat 

tclegratfiniler is uot prepared to give necessary assurance om 
Boint 1 regarding Persian Minister in Washington is ignor 
On point 

these could. no! 


‘and is not met. 
On point your reply. was correct 

‘As regards Swedish instructors, 
confusing, In August when it was 
means to maintai 
fall of Cabinet: might ta 


any single be, 


i be offered to third partie 
and point 4 your language was 
reference to my t 

despatched questi 


ke place and British officers 


ean erat if Imperial Bank advances money on oil roves 
My demand was an anterior condition 


also correct. 
‘legram No. 312 is, merely 
1 under consideration was 
gua Persia Rifles for six months longer on the off-chanes that 

he maintained. My views 


208 


regarding 
Nos. 150° ry 
nav etme Mini 
iviser, namely that he i: Hi 
adver, nately is at Ii 
80cs elsewhere than here he cannot expect Bri 
ich an appointinent would note welcome tt 
eae ae ll in this form be certain to Beery 
. Ce which is Ta 
: rel 
te (39a 2th Decnber Your postponement of action reported in yor 
whieh ue ieee RAMS subjected to threat wl ee 
eat was ignored at this end, aud hope 
pears 


moment as not to meri 
Homent ns not to merit representations 
His attitude is 


(Repeated to India:) 


hich you re 

persnsion fy aecure ade 
to regard threat of so little 
suspiciously like an attempt, 





|E 13893/2/34) 
No, 174. 


Mr. Bridgeman to the 
ee le Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(leevivod 
fiat cevivod Deceniber 19.) 
MY telegram No. 699 of 
telegra 2 of L6th Deown 
Rualite-Persiay relations, whisk al 
protest aaa. rant of 
nd of invillingness of Medi 
Wliss to ratify tre i 
Oproved to marker iT ai we Hee 
oan degen a Re, toot of 
j aw layn,-Yoatorday- 


bending * Boothe Pri , 
1g Brotherly Sil ten, published the following. undey 


1p. Hsiang who 

ution aid given us assur 
Panag Botstein the learned 

Russo-Persian 

i eran Treaty wae ratified list night,” 

es Rotatein overcame op; : 
ui ty Affairs which wax ay 
wved, Government accapted propos 


Telivan, December 18, 1921, 


te to Miniater for 
: ification of treaty wna 
ole nis ina ge i oe 
ister following suggestion by Moshivek Dee ee 

" sleDowlsli was 


edjliss does tot consider that 


Hiss ace ino ‘i F 
i TAREE PRE susionn whtall inv 
ied itrartiela 13 ns which have not buen ratified by 


Russian Ministor’ 
Russian Ministor’s note o . 
contingeny of fe explained article 5, 
soupy fd fy a 
weleiedl Ree Came night be fe, 
lack “against. Kuss noc 
to/an ncaitemio ory could be Inunshod 
wonllicoe Ns ohare ee Sou 


‘ay defined j 
declares his confidenes 
Persne dovslotountice 


Imodiiostion of fires 
ea negotiation, 
and interests 


T gather from’ t 

om tiie of note and from obj 

quurtefs of Medjliss tha ‘and from objection to. puss 

sc A aad. ca ae 

Iu. view of opposition in Meditias his note without. specific 
uring that feaboalathars Rais ty treaty (ove my telegram No. 686), j 

iunay sssirances, 20, speadily and. apparonily on the sbereeh ck 

nf igth o 





7350) 
2D2 








| Sas Coe Sy 
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No, 178. 


|B 18894/9829/34) 
of Kédlaston.—(Raceived December 19.) 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon 
(Xo, 697) 
(Pelegeapbic), Tehran, December 18, 1921. 
eeraplic}  pensan this afternoon and bave assuined charge of His Majesty "3 


V. 
Legation, Full reception was properly accorded 





{B 1934/76/34) No, 176. 
Sir P. Lavaiie to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. 
(No. 698.) 
clegaphic.) 
TORORDING to Reuter, Anglo-Persian Oil Compa 
total prnfit 400,000, Please advise: me urgently of the exnck saint r 
payatfe to, Persian Government in respent of walty after deduction of 


already niade, 





(B 14017/9820/24) No. V7. 


Sir Ps Loraine to the Marques Curzon of K 


iA 700.) 


(elographic.) Rs 
SHAT eae an to-day, nd 1 pr 


‘illestins.—(Utecetega December *1.), 


resented Letters, 





[B 13950/76/34] No, 178: 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to 


(No. 1070.) 

Foreign Office, December 20, 1921 
WIDH reference to my despatch No. 1892 of Uhe Sth instants regarding the 
endewvourr that ave at present being tmade by. the Persian Governer interest 
qndenvoury anglers in various onterprises in Persia, T transit fo Excellency 

america pas of a telegeame ond of a despatch t which T have ‘addressed to E 
Najesty's Chargé d°Affaires at ‘Tebran, inatrusting Hn 1 present to the Persian 
Majed ont a statement of the prinetpal sums owing to Hi fajesty’s Government, 
qmiment @ ie thatthe total indebtedness of the Persian Goverment tt the 
the claims of British 


British exchequer under this head—which does not include 
subjects ai ts Government under other heads amounts 


d various claims of His Majesty, 
to 1,217,383. 75 cents (equivalent at present exchange 


Sir A. Geddes (Washington). 


Tie,, and 124,626,714 krans 


to about 2,500,000). 
3, Me, Bridgeinan has been authorised to infor 

of the delivery of the note whieh he has been ins 

doteeoment on this subject and it maybe of use to Tet it 

cotta States how unsatisiactory Persin’s borrowing pes 

rosea digeretion to make ach use of this information a8:may 


desixable, 
Tam, &e. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
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[E 14046 /2/347 * 
No. 179. 


Sir P. 
ir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon 


(Sa m2) 
(Telegraphic) R. 
TC, 
ore A ELED ou. Prine Minister 
e nel ne very aunicably, and 
Britain, but’ 


of Kedlestan.—(Received December 9, 


T said [wi 
between the his Hi hy 
disen: 


: fur Fore i 
Foreign Affaits, who was wnicabliy but i 
hut is 
[B 14090/14090/34) Ne 
ne ; io, 180. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marijuese Curson of Ke, 
fs. 703.) i 


(Telegraphic 
MINIs 


‘edleston.—(Received December 23.) 


R 
"ER of Wi Te 
and some havent ga ets Heal Yevan, Decem 
Tia oae nae. tleendy, been sold it United intae Ieee 
ane tmiable Tiformiant, i bank ones 
pm dn, 
Mey are 





[E 14093/76/34) 
No. 181, 


Sir A, Geilden tothe Maryuese C3 


(No. 825.) 
(Tolagraphic) 
YOUR despatch No. 1592 of sth 

Ponies Sout Lartship is sare, 
Beran and St ia Oil Companies regardin, 
Pet Se stree bees negotiations hi y ot 
to present gruatest : 
Shuster, on behalf 
concession should he 
3,000,000-dolae loach 

Anglo-Persian royalties pre 

ese 


u can have immedit 

ieee ona sen A 1,000,000 dollars Standar 

it ac ma, eh: Po ara a yg 

fe erceme al yaa ae crnment lind cleat tithe 
st ncn ing ht hi 
Department on th Sonia ves! of ’Standite 20 ee 
hole subject on th : 

ele ght be inclined: eS ‘ inte 

Counselors of Bibasy tose : an 

Vesa mecossury: for vither overnien 

Northern Persian concessions, stl? Goveraieecr ene 

take Seay Se eed 

off United Saree Government against H is Majesty 
: 


Urzon 0 
on of Kedleston—(Received Daconibor 23,) 


verment in thelr effrisae ion 
Gorarmeno yey: 

















insane 
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Full report follows by fist bag, aul 1 would recommend that action on your 
lspateh Nor 1592, although it raises a much broadles iquostion, abould be suspended 
TT you reecive veport, In any case, I propose, ‘ouppenid action unless I reowive 
talegraphi¢ instractions to the contrary From your Lordship, 





[B 14101/76/84) No, 182, 


Sir P. Loraine tot 


Tio Marquesn Curzon of Kelleaton.—(Utecctved December 25-) 


(No. 705.) 
(Telegraphic) BR ‘Teliran, December 22, 1921. 
FOUR (elegeain No, 408 of 5th 
ister sent me i 16 
anu i 
ecretury that in, my. opin 
gredit-of Persian Government, an 
tnuch better to secure it on cond 





No. 183. 


| E 14290/2/34] 
7 Keileston—(Received December 24.) 


Sir Be Loraine to the Marquees Curzon 


‘ehvan, December 22, 1921. 


(Unmumberd) 
(Tetegenph 
ETUATION soos to me involved and disturbed. 
Th epoants thyery ha never been more corrupt Persians Gos aria than this 
one, Outstanding, personalities are the Prime Ministes ‘and the Minister of War. 
Ditstn etre and) corrupt, but energetic; Initer 14 x resolabe ut. ignorant 
nwenight, aud it 


soldier of fortune with a considerable: battle-ne. to id, but he is 
i vil authorities is 


Writ well be poible to have dealing with bit contenpt for 
Fond ad bial of strength betsvenn hima and Briane Minister soos probable, If 
This happens Zshall stand aloot 

Pane for cries inay very likely, axis when Government realise that Lhave no 
snoney’to give tam, but Fido not think ei neal debe from attitude you instructed 
Fa Et go long. ean how that we havo trend Persia Goveritment fairly a3 


Tega monies Uo seid to properly eit 
Bete from Cvernuent ofials aul « vena gulter bras tome 
hat Te Pee armory effective and. coberynt, public opinion than when I formerly 
Hate this country, and itis intensely Nationalist, 
eri enforvanntely anc mistakenly? become eonvinged that i ovr attitude towards 
arnt ieliave atopped ato the shows of imperial Russia, atid a ent on subjecting 
Peta we practical domination, fe) What it will rears infinite patience and a 
penunutiablity of fairness in ou dealings with ny Leese Governiuent in. power to 
rg it ort, coupled with their desperate eed of tonays has 
mat rage tu. order to. got money. would. give anything) te 
n by reat Britain are 
soented susp At the samo tiine 
‘and no doubt 1 there is. somethin 
‘hat the old. friendly relations with 
esult from arrival of» new 
‘separate places on the way 
to Telyran Persia to regain Hormuz 
from Portugal. 
tw Persian nation from its Government, 


Fa course, most dificult to disso 
vie ft Saale ny abow that or are wot injuring the forme, though having ® 
but we ip tomar tb ltt, we ahould have ov EMT Savas Tater. 

th ‘je that of the growing national fee 


Miao ure my first impressions ; the strong 


[E 14102/2/34) 


Sir P, Loraine to the 
fo the Marques : 
(ie 705) # Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 95 
er 25.) 


Telega hic.) R. 

OVERNMEN’ 

near Salinas, Amino eee perating, sg Tebwwan, D. 
ete of Arata peating, sgainst Sinko have sustained ehers oe 
jen thereupon broke and fled, leader of irregular lei aa Sed ae 
y killed, and his 


(Repeated 
peated to Bagdad, No, 428; seut to Thdia) 


: No. 185. 
Sir P, Loraine to the 


(No. 707.) 


(Telegraphic, 
R 
FSHOGLD tw moet a 
hvitn, Décomber 28, 198). 


to in condition 3 menti tefl for earli 
moaioned in your gle ett omible defiton of concsion 
¥ mn refereed 


No, 186, 


Marquess Curzon of Kedleston 


Marquess Cu 
rem of Keileston —(Weceiwid Desomboy 21.) 


Sir, Loraine to the 


(No. 708.) 
(elegraphi) R. 
RIME. MINISTE) 
0 Teave for i aeons a 
iat {al Orit secretary that vie Bin member 83, 108. 
Bet de ol ae te," ame! 
Teale Sittanohy 
iv 


No. 187. 


—(Reeeived December 8 
Probable rajent, 


Sir. Loraine to the Mari 
(No. 709, 


rare ie) 
AME ers 
RIME MINISTER cath ve 
nigceaity of Bnancial mitten ite tosd Teliran, D, 
Pees al anitange ta apt, Oday and darnently’toprecontol hate) 
y e dang af subversive tree, Gee tigen 
vamnent hy eae 
pad 


Trigeestal ORE Pes 

a Persian Gov 

irene ‘logan No deg” Government might obtain mo 

__ His Highness repeat Money on ex 

vali ness repeated f 

ratty ‘of Bish conasione and anata Haring expen 

fuettion of railway option, whioh would hay ved inexpedveney of ream existing 
© to be submitted to Monies, eget 

hand night 


mess Curzon of Kedl 
ston. — (Receive 
December 24.) 


*onditions laid down 


ity for sone 


rate with me o ies; itt feared that 

force him to before discussion could yet, 
im to retire befo ot could 

Ke 
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whilivaatisfustory.aa long, a4 confined to- generalities, bis, Hig ness's attitude 1 
ache eeimtete questions eae: was evasive, and my. mpreson after three hours’ 
earn Gat nu rogress had been made towards pubtng things on a better 
footing. 

‘Am I authorised to undertake diseussior 


yggosted in preceding, paragraph ? 
(Bent to India.) 





( 14081/76/34] No. 188 
‘Phe Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir A. Geddes (Washington). 


(No. 137.) 
{retggraphic.) Poreiyn Office, Deceanbor 24, 1921. 
Fr hat Morgan Shuater, who is now employed by the Persian Minister in 
Washington, 8 pressing the Standard Oil Company 1 Jend Persian Government 
PnvLOOD, dollars, gathor the weousity, offered, it the royalty due to Persian 
Goveriiment by Auglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Fae due from my telegram No; 479 of 12th December 19 His Majesty's Charg 
DAM Ae Moran at we are addressing a wots to, tbe Persian, Government 
Grenonting the alain of His Majesty's Govern fF “hdvances made during the) past 

aout, Ne, 670 oF 2Oth December, mow on ike wal tO or vill 
spt Motels vogurding, Perna’ principal debt to His Mi jeaty’s 
whi oi pf 00,0001, requiring monthly payment of about 
0001, for tn (sinking find. 

a ee gfraamatancis we eanrot, view: with equanimity any further borrowings 
by dhe, Persian Government, from others until our ‘laine have bean placed on 
sitiafagtory. basis 

Hay MAE to, your discretion to make such se of this information ws may be 
possible andl desirable. 

a aan will fe able to tell yo what Shuster Ws doing: 





[1B 1401/76/84) No. 189. 
ix P, Loraine to Sir 2. trowe.—(Reveived December. 

(Private.) 

(elegeaphio.) 2 ‘Tehran, December 23, 1921. 
Fr ful al all hippy about ous vituation in reganil to Khostaria concession. 

Lam told that Klostaria buwrked it in several capitals. efor coming to London, but 

Ham told Si purohavers fought, shy- on learning front Toe Persian, representatives 

tt a Gavernnent declined to recognise ite validity, and that it was eventually 

aoquired by § Ror afs warning 10 the same effect frum Persian 
ster fo Gonoral feeling in. British circles here 

i sward srould undoubtedly be averse to 

Anglo: ‘ 
‘Amongst Pi 

any other, , Lshould n 


sand is more united than o! 
ced of soundness 
eannot be. This 


Incidenw 
telegram 
found document 
ine this afternoon. 

bis at nee on’ sean from this end would be an amicable agreement: between 
Angle Bein Of! Company and Standard Oil Company 18 Hert to ‘chance of this, 
aoe Hin, Majesty's Government tbinle it undesinble? ‘A recent, Reuter telegram 
Shplied negotiations. were prooseding, between them, Please advise me on whole 
sithject. 


es wi ee 


se 209 
[E 14104/76/34) 
cai ee No. 190. 
Loraine to the Marques: 
ie "ques Cuirzon 
(Folographi) 
‘AN your Lordshi, 
‘uoney fom United States Whole fk 
Minister tates, jdasrasle Pein Coup 
Siro tee Whole sittation fee ts eee oa of 
aes  auvalios barely mabiniene eae a 
a . If this iat Gavan 
oe ate eee 
dort OF three month! 
America, only posible sun er 
© of fun 


of Kudleston—(Receteed Decemay 26.) 


fortheoming situati 
rs situation ene. wil: fon 


cl which i will bo chet te all 


peident. of Knglant Cin wet eo tecoven 
ee Mogan be confirmed : 


ly. be to. grant 


prevent Amori 
late any fori: of Ang 


ssi Y 
istaice to mo, p's Viows on these. poi 


(Copy to Bagdad.) 


Mrs Brig 
No. 224.) 
Gs Lord, 

WITH reference to 


honour to't 
rl 
the 22nd 


jeman to the Marques Kaileston—(leceived Decembey 2 
ques Curzon of Kedleston—(Ieceived D, 
combey 28,) 


Thave, &e. 
R BRIDGEMAN, 
(Trwinaton) closare in No, 191, 
Treaty concluded b 
ae eeen the Governments of Persia and A jhanis 
eit eas oe of God, the. Merciful, Compassionate ! v i" Sie 
between Persia and Afghanision en : pet 
ine ual  Ticial connect ‘Hood nel 
tenn eta te at an ae i 
* : 
i foe fee i lng yea ey 
ar Abdul A eae ; 
Excellency 


concluded the following ac oentiares, who, after the exoh 
B ane 


ill be. establi 
rill be established botwoun 


ae 





1» December 24, 1921, 
obtaining 


- 
and 
Tate 


1ds_now visible (0: 
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Annona 2. < 
‘ihe Ambassadors, Ministers Plenipotentiary and Chong dD Asines of the high 

cont eetes ening in one another's Courts will enjoy snch privileges 08 are eng 
$edained by international Jaw and usage, Ba 

Anrione 3. shanistan, 
© Mh subjects of the two contracting Goveroments, whether travelling oF residing ene to wrayel 
Hh eee eek cbaatey, wll’ be fexpeste”, and will be, entirely onder rhe protection of ighan subjects whom ac 
ihe oils of tir of: Goveraments: the argeet 2 Afghavistn, 

‘ Traders ont, Lewation at Tehran 

Anricix 4. d ® not © travelled from 

eel Pe sae Aocumentary evidence t Become residents of ther 
he subjects of th whether residing or travelling in joverninent Department er Ce, Peet treated country, and who ate 

each other's country, will be amenable fo Tocal lave. » Civil and criminal cases wil nt, will bo recognised as Afghan cee oteaeets NORE BS. 
fred nnd settled in the lay courts of Persia ‘and Afghauistan. Political or consular Afghan subjects, by a Persian 
ted an te high contracting pastes will have no Tight to inier or ‘with Jaw suits, Tee fies Z 
cro oe gna’ anotiers counliys ul all the eases of the sb) =H ‘of the tivo his'treaty will be drawn up i ove 13 
Governments nitat be referred to she local courts. up in two copies in Persian 

AwmigLe ‘The representati Armour 14, 
fear ‘ the date of ee eevee. OF tho tw 
rties will have the right to appoint consuls-general, of the signature WO parties undertake Hye 

fant towns and commercial centres treaty will bo exchanged nt Tenea eater a emit threo monthis: fro 
ke up thein duties when they have ‘The two represontati hran or Kabul. ible, the ratification of this 
treaty. >Presentatives have therefor rf 


ie contracting Governments 


‘Mho two high contracting, pai 
consuls, vice-consuls and consular agents it impor 
CPeach othey’s country. But such officers ean ta 
receives) their exequstt. 

Antone 6, = 
‘ents will be exempt, in each oihier’s country, eliran, Shiaveal 16, 1389 ; Saratan 1 
only on natives of the count +1300 (June 22, 1921), 
[B 14223 /76/34) = 
No, 192, a 


affixed their signatures and seals to 
heir sigiatures and thi 
i 


‘The subjects of the two Governins 
from military service and other duties binding 0 


Anions 7 

‘The ofteials of the two countries will have the sight to dem 

iplonatie channels, extradition of th crinsials, amd the Tocal authorities 
Cano help. Politica offenders are exeapted from this arrangement. 

Aunts 8. Dakran, 0 

nndly and commercial relations, the eontrseting parties will, as oe ‘of the 4th Osa re 

ly a ont in regard o trade, tani, postal al telegraphic Of the Persian Government's 

.¢ after approval and signature, 1 replying ain 

josh taria Lordahip' 

Ti tarin concession, lah 
also enclose copies of letters whish 1 » company of rights 
il States and French 


on wil come into fore 
‘Anriout 0. 
colleagues in thi f 
«of the contracting. partion adn third Powor will afect the Parsee ch fit S8HuetioN, The ltt 
the Be or of my Totter to hit fron M. Hoy : 
nS an em emrbeee | eh Thin west sr io in A Neramettal e I 
RnR A he belioved th anager of the Tmperial L n's telegrai 
peual avant imperial Brats telegrnin No, 489 
See tes created Ch Re peepatel bo atk of Persia also informed 
dence oxisting b th State. collengue of ty sone ae tty French ol Brea Resins 
Sa tied cata the Pasian Goverment relive to the Kei feaiigae a8 wel stay United 
satisfactory manner instructed hy your Lordship, to do so, ioshtaria concession, but oe 4 poke. tothe 
elves by rbitration, sanveye to him privately ant not sligg tut aT doen 
ndertake Gaia hat the information 
o:Persian Oil 6 Persian 
lain to the hoon orumnent is robolved 

teeta ia setalved nok to 


‘between thensel 
international rules and customs, 
Thive, do. 


agvonstanee wi ! 
seeing ont-the ayvards with perfect sluce 
ee 

R. BRIDGEMAN,, | 


Averron® LL 
ructing parties travelling or residing i 
Enclosure Lin No, 192, 


Article 3 of this treaty : © Subjecta of tio cout 
ell Ben iGepeoted and willbe under, the fall protection of the officials: of their ova 
dane ents’ pieuns that the officials of the Govergment cite far as the fav of Memorandie 
Which they reside permit, obtain facilities for nationals by referring 10 (Translation) tm from the Persian Minintry for. Forel 
ion. for. Foreign Affairs, 
cone ot of the Bats Legation, dae 1 H 
‘il io North Persia hag heon connect rt. Septet F 
cl nis, 
z Ne 


the country in 
the officials of the country. 
(7580) 
252 


Mr. Bridgeman to the Marquess Cursoy 9f Keeleston.—(Weceived December 28.) 


1d, through the 
will sot fail 


Mo strengthen fie 
jodn as possible, enter int 
fexchanges, Such agreetn 


No war between one 


friendly relations. betw 
swith the rales of neutrality, 





x 
= 


Anmene 10. 


‘To give full evidence of the friendship and 

countites of Persia aint Mfghanistan, the contracting 
‘Giimeulties gad disputes which they many not be ‘ble to settle ina 

8 vreang ot negotintions, stiould be referred to) 

‘Dhe contracting parties un 





gation to correspondence made 


1 reply, 
ration of 


t. 


esides the thot that Khoshtaria 
iss and by eiereion, eoul 


Soneussion, having 
not be acceptable 
Ueolared by the Persian Government 
‘yas officially cancelled, sinongst other 
‘eCommissfoner of the Russian Republic, 
{ho Porsian Government algo onnounced the abrogatios fore 
Heian he abovermentioned aniaouncement the Minty of Public Works: and 
a pr woveral oceasions snformed. the public, by, cai of their official review, 
Coa canary aud. partnerships in connection with Khoshtaca’ concession or otler 
that all Heid, by. costion by the Tmast Government in the bsence of the 
Medjliss, being Megat, would be nall wud void. 
in these eiroumstances the British Legation vil 
ty the Anglo-Porsian Oil Company have no fonndation, 
vay be acceptable to the Persinn Governments 
(Seal of the Min 


11 admit that the representations made 
‘and therefore canuot in. any. 


aistey for Forwigat Affairs.) 


Tehran, Septeniber 18, 1921, 


SS 


Fuclosure 2 in No. 192, 


Note from the Persian Minister for Boreign Affairs. 
‘Tehran, October V7) 821. 
regarding Khoshtari's consession, T 


M, le Giang Alaires, 
note of the 18th instant 
vr of the stroug and Togeal arguments Pt forward 
Reptomber,thiee is no doubt 


TN reply to your 

hiave the hoiiour to state that, in vie 

tae ere uonnnduth of the Foreign Office, dated the 18, 

in de ouley aa to the legality and abrogation of the conceit I question. Apart 

from thie facts that, the concession, hai btaiued. by force, without the approval of 

from National Assoisbly, ond. that: its invalidity, by iw indisputable, it hus 
foveenments of Persia and. Russia, 


Peon cancelled with the coueurrence of the tye 
eng ee engeliation had besa notified to the public in proper i. 
the claim of the oil 


Th the above ciroumstances, the Persian Governmons consider 


-eompany of the south is £0 Khoabtaril concession invalid. 
‘avail 


to, 
ASSAUULLAH, MOSHAR: 
SSeS 


No. 192. 


(Translation: 


BS-SALTANEH, 


Enclosure 


Mrs Bridgeman ta Kvmch Chargé Affaires. 


Légatioy 


COMME 
e e por 
1 tion des pétroles 


Curzon, adtessé un 
rroteater contre T'octrot p 
Fans te noxd de la Perse susce| 
Diaprds un seoond t 

lu protestation 

la réponse & lq premidre protes 

Pores, qu afin la nuit de Ts coneeasion osha 


‘Loni Curzon me charge de faire 
Rtats-Unts, I’ Ambassadeur d Angleterre 
Je Gouverniement des Etats-Unis, 

yernag par votre lero du’ 2 weptembre que 1a Sik: 
alos Patroles sintdresse 2 Iadite) conoeasion, je erois devoir vou 


fa déinarche, & titre personnel : 
YVeuilles ereire, &e, 


renonveler 
Sté provonuses. pat 


Washington yar 
fintigaine pour Expl 


AGA acquis: par 
VAnglo-Persinn O'1 Company, ‘ 3 ‘ 
rélégraiome de Lord Curzon, gui m'est arrive hier, je dois 

{a faite par Mr, Novmim, Cas nouvelles instructions 9°¢ 

tation faite par le Gouvernement 

Me le ett dérarche % mon collbgue des 

nt été inyité A en informer 


informer également de 


& 
R. BRIDGEMAN. 


21s 


Enolonire 47in No, 192, 


Mr. Bria 
Bs. uigeman to the United St 1 
Z wees Slates Charge dA fair 
proterngigbienber Me. Nora, mentioned 
ms he x ees etober 10), 1021, 
ae in ce gh eee Hite atonal 
contravention of thes righ “le eat Sak “ 
have now reseas RE te i 
prog ant RON rescved Further ination cai’ 
Tard Cs aa ye Ait T on ding ee 
haar ad at he is a 
Inform the State Dent et isktusting His Majesty's Ambo 
Ambussidor at Washington 


'y Government to re-einphasine. that 
ine that 


Accopt, de, 
R, BRIDGEMAN, 


3 No. 193. 
Ur. Bridgeman to the 


(No, 252,) 
ty Beret 
HAVE the hon 
AtlachiGn intelligence summasion fr 
“4 ps 15th October ee 
ith regard to 
eg Nil 96 to parioph 19 of 
ce ay ef PADUA 18 OF Ue non 
eg es your Lordshi  deapetch Novis te 
aubjset of the repaet hae Rinsho ee Nes sere aa “ini 
wore (0! be readitea toe months 
ted to the Porwian 
vit 


Marqiiess Curzon of Kedleston—(Rece iced December 28, 
q! m of —( Me 
) 


m3 Teh 
you Lordship herds October 25, 198 
fo Sout Lordship henswith copie te 
Ho" woeks ended th Bath Sense any 

andthe 


Thiave, &, 


————____ ss B Bree, 


Enelostire 1 in’ No, 193, 


Inlelligence Summary No, 21 for Week ending So 2M, 19: 
mmary No, 21 for 
' ding Septembor 24, 1931, 


CONSIDERABLE 
War Minister, ILE friction is reported e 
orale a i, Bete ge 
wei Bets age oR 
2 Kotstein still ons of the. opposing forces nce 

sill profess to the Pons ng forees during. the 

Erie contd in Gn, bat Creare Goverament ix desire to ie 
no result is tinertalken, be fae C2 Hee Satiatnctory. 

y his representatives hae 

ven hive 


Reza Khan, th becom 

ena eee 

negotiations, and is pressing the Prime em 

: is ing more inpati 

agent Racha e eesing the Persian Government tote test ulate ofthese 
m permission to advanao 


en Knchie Khan and his 


Mazanderan. 

. , fe Meshed- 

in the steamship + : 

taken delivery of mace 

aero Pasty in: Balen, Tea, wee 
stn or the Trkonare 


8th September 200 
hes jondas 3, 
im to join the Goverment rogn eink Abed 
boing sent againnt 





aaa 


INOT “33130 G¥ODSu om 





lies 


ay 


Transcancusia. 
h Tidu—-Aw outbreak of smallpox is reported from Haku, where numerous other 
discages wre already roported to be very prevalent. 

ar talogram from Baku states shat the Bako Conference, under the presidency 
of Nerimanof has decided that, in order to release Persia from British influence, they 
or ay orgening iy revolution. Av further advan ie of this revolution would be the 
mn erent of revolutionaries vo. Ind, To further this project it was decided that 
ene an Amostilt all operate, wich, Kuekile bag ‘and form the nucleus of the 


revolution in Gilat, 


18th September that, oll 
‘Also that most of the 


chi consullat Tabriz reported ob t 
‘The latter are, 


—The Bri 
Hears have been withdraven to Sarikamish, 
Mid Tgdie have been sent to the Greek front. 
ide in large: numbers 


‘uckish, troops at: 
‘Turkish troops: at: Boy 
reported to be deserting en 101 


Kasvin, 

0, A Bolshevik: vane of lus been appointed agent for the Russian Forel 
‘Trade Department at Kazvin. was formerly in the Persian Cossack division under 
Colonel Staroselaky, 

A aa os beon appointed Reuasian gonnul nt Kaawin, 


pastinent (Blgof, th shial representative) has 
i jewellery imported. from 


Pavan 
‘000 romans’ worth of 


11, The Russian Foreign rade De 
old in Tehran during the past week $6, 
Tussi 
M sthe Rusian, Minister hus, published notice 
that, owing tothe tocant, fxe/in Ins Legation, the: gowns 
jarthior notices 


in the local newspapers to say 
We the ‘Legation w 


(Under instruct 
i Helin for secret sorvice work there, AUK 


fiom Mehran 
sy in obran by the Bolsheviks. Hie speek Froneh aisd German, is ol 
 Nean-ahayen, dark eyes, mediunn build, 
receiving a m 
sitio propaganda articles 


megunised and subsidised by 2 


ganda camp 
Ikea by. the Pessinn authorities: 


TT Rebyan ‘This paper was sto 
Tabard be th 
fe his arrival hore he 

Suleiman Mirza, 
ionant-Colonel, 


‘Patiran, Septonber 25, W921. 


ne 


ig October 1, 1921, 


ets) 
(Filan. 

NEGOTIATIONS between the, Bs 

continue, Rotatein’s representatives being ity 

iTltcae negotiations have taken « nore fayou 

mi that a Sati 


ficinls have expressed the opin 
Than now de riod that he remains a 


jersian Government and, Kuctike Khan 
sattendauice. 


vious, however, 


2, ‘the 
Kuehik Khan, urging 
9, On the 24yh. 


attacked the Government troop 


ill be 


clogedd: to the public witil f 
ut from Mopcow, otatein laa, been orderad to send Mikailof 
failof is now employed in this 
if medium 


nonthly subsidy from Rotstein of 


Rotatein in the 


tralian from Tabriz, He was formerly editor 
oped in 1918, and Kez Zadeh 

“te Bonin and. was with ‘Taqt Zadeb + 
thas called on 


M, SAUNDERS, Liew 
Military Attaché. 


vette cur during the past week, aud 
jafacvory conclusion 


Governor of 


"der his command, and that the port of 
that the Persian Govern 





orders of Kuchil eee 
opiate of Kuchik Khan for tyrauniaings 


foreign trade 
trade. representatiy 
Khivio, and’ fit Toke 


27th Septem 
cash and 40,000. 


the consulate, 
Kazvin, 


7. At a Bolshevik mesti 
Armetians aanowneal dat 


hoon nésassinnted by. 


ik Were in control 


mand Mazandern 


at Reaht, He will 


26th September, thirty-efght 


named Avakiantz: has boo i 
The wife of an Avinonfan 


Heres to note that 


the Armenian community, Tt is 
n 
band was arrested by: Norparforos tn Vong, fe 
for 


cing. a Bolsh 
report tates that ME aan 
8 liberated and deut to Odemn. A 
. A recent, 


Bons me. Avakiantz is 
; ‘akianta ik about 
mut to leave ‘i 
ee: leave Kazvin for 
8. Drumia.— 
shorn inelinati 
Tab’ has some 
in probably correot ( 
cal re Pay’ the tng 
sca om ein a 
Ce wvonhs in ary, © ate, andl 


9. Bala 
belaky, fn eames lok 
working as a 


Tehran, 


idjourned 
i Miniatey, 


Rusaia.t join her 


500 gendarme at 


i sane, «nel compli 
ich they will Tene ae 


s-quite & cominon 


Colonel Staro- 


hus. previously been 


how Cabinet, whieh 


Paign, ud is sponding hay 
ling ices ein Be 


library shortly of Bolshevik 


Titerature, wher 


Nis also array fee cinema theatre, and 
ging a free ci 
‘an 


of the pee 
ae ula,” atid to. hve i 
published by the 


4 plot 


ference ie to it 
stated thee opie. Paragrph 15, Intel 
‘ind the "Tajo Tea io no 


ver 
ment have arrested some forty 
persons neeeal to be 


for theypver 
nching tee 


ities, and from all 


Tt is 


is also trying to 


He has seen Suleiman Mirza, 


if Kuchik Khan 


is not in favor 
“is not in favour 
fe is of opinion that 


Want’ to 
iperseded hy 

ia yet, anid 
rent should 








cS 
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adhere stvistly to the fundamental conatitutionsl Taw, Tun fowr days’ time he propos 
eae ee Tong. Totter to Kuchik Khaw in thi seo what he decides to do 
Fe will write at the same time to Haider for a serot repr! oh 
Feuchike Khin’e opinions, Tea. Zadeh is sey discontent Saltaneli, 
Kuch Shor of Talis, and wants to get Sipabsales 90 
ta a rrete does not want really to secede frown Ue 
Heat sto think 40 tu order that it may alseays be consult 

wa Ohristopher, rinjigian, the, temporney repre 
Armenia, a ‘this week vit Bandar-i-Gaz from the. ‘Caucasus. 
a eane| on whe 27th. September foe all “Armenians who recog 
Gowenment of Armenia. This reception wis attended by Rotstein and the Afghan 
Bo ee Afvadian, the Armenian Arehbihep from Tapalian, also attended. 
Fricke anede & speech it which he Mngratulated Armenia, at having found 
Fnvdepencenee, anid severely erticbel the ‘Daataktaakun Party, which, he stated, had 
sredate nothing, but nnhiappiness to Arment. 


Mazandleran. 
To, Bandar-i-Gaz.—the Russian Foreign ‘Tale Department hax imported some 
‘Anvoriean sugar: and Amerieat) boots: 
earpetant vessel from Baku arrives: twice weekly, bringing gold an 
ann forsdtares nnd taking eway cn. return barley, ied fruits and rice. 
‘M, SAUNDERS, ieutenant-Colonel, 
‘Military Attaché 


silver sare 


Tehwan, October 2, 19: 
a 


[ntelligenco Signa 
(Becret,) 
Gila 

RERERENCE. paragraph 1, Intelligence Summiry 1: Kuohile-Khau huss 
she lady “Qurbany, and han Toft eat, with followers for the 
Vien eiquarvors/ nt Kuamd, | Retin now in the hands of Qual 
Qu + near odeeSar are held by, Hheanullab with his 
honey aa ante levying w taxiof 200 tomans daily ou TARGE™ 
for the. needs of macula gatky been wonnded in the raovth, aad isn 
hospital at Labijan. Fe 

To easeerations between Kuehile Khan and, the Persian 
juga filed, 

fale edsDowlah arvived, at ‘Tebran on the 4th Ootober, and. hus informed the 
Goverment tht. tho present foment is, vary ophOTT to-attack the rebels, aa their 
Coser ave quarrel, and thera isa good deal 0 Hnternal dissension. 

have mth Ostaber: the Government, oops (Of ithe Persist Cossack division) 
from Bfuogil and Subin advanced aur attacked he vabals at Tinam Zadeh Hashem. 

Ment a evaouatod the place after alight resinatrs ‘and the Government 

troops aouupied it, Peivian (Cossack headqusrtars elo advanced the next day from 
Jubin to. Jamshidabad. 

, On the sth Oct 
overcome all political 

an would be restored 


Yovernment have 


War Minister, stated that, Ive had at last 
Fae qaaech on. Resht,and be hoped, thet 
Teeriunent at ait carly date... This would be, 
jac hik opinion, « arent step peace throughout Persia. 
{Brom the 1st October all eto Gian from the south wid east bn 
ton ntoppud by the War Mister on neconnt of itary operations heing in progress. 
stopp Vina aaket the War Minister to arrange 1 ‘hs reconstruction of the 
prmonont road. bridge at, Meni whieh was Testroyed by the British in their 
Fetivement. 


Masanlerans 
8, Bandai [Accel hye been opened by a Bolshevik wame, Yurief in the 
8 pale Hsin, Heneh and, Geena Tanguagen ere SUE" ‘Russian lessons are 
fal ately for Bolsheviks propaands 
eran exhibits propaganda itns twice» week 


9) On ‘the 
from which three 
om which three named Comrade 
aud Ist for Tehran ean 

a0 


led 
la. section of the Ruse Yelated they 


where. th 
Be etiey stated they wore 


the R 
Sain + Russian “consilate, Bandar Gag nec 
Sai iss beet appointed Russian : 


rots as, tinder the 


ran forvign trade agent’ at 


__ 7 Us A report from Kavi 
is Roswian viee-oonsul, named Paria (ont ® Bolsbovtl 
a ara Pathe Ishovik linn arrived th 
en fl there, who states he 


12, Sirdar Mons 
verninent 2 SE OSB 
troops of Clone aotararnca hare aa alll Kha 
{ops of Colones afobammed Ta eh si taken, Kushan, wih war ld 
Mohamed i. This clears Up thr Rhona tat et bon eal bi 
Gotan agi is dea, the revstutinasy nya sn ae by oe 
heapable Coe retumedt “Much, dependa cu wiuhee tien a a nl a 
rece ay cent on water te Foran Covet snd oma 
Seabee Persian Govetamont ca 
é ol OF ffir. wg 
The War Mini 
aivigts Me Wee Minto as not 
bee es ter wie 
see ie 
the Uf The formation pe 
the War Mines 2 EMI of outa Amen 
i 1h toh sted Armenians 


aged tment as boa. sanctions 


hn bern command of 


Ins arrived 


hy 
Levon Rha 
froin Moscow for isis 
rr icon f= ty i Yho Tian 


to purchase medicine (8 nd corta 
Purchase medicines, drugs and eerta 
in 


ero muni nogotiating the 
9. TI es ter at the Russi 
19, The stator th Fe Stall 800 Rote tie, Russian Legati 
angig tor iD is to rece Legation 
aaa women, and eit Herta tomar (90) monty "=* 900 toma 
vious Ming to the Russian Legation connists of fo 
se recently sgation. havi 


Gel coapiod by MMe Arai 


(1802) 


8 ‘ 
irteen Russian men, saven 


‘subsidised 
Teprosentative of Sovi 

oe ; of Soviet 

‘AUNDERS, Liewenant-Coloned, 


Tehran, October 9, 1921 
Mititary Attaché, 


a 


losnre 4 in No, 149, 
Tnleligence Summary No. 24 for Week end 
: y No. 24\for Week ending October 


EVENTS h 
ee have taken a fi 
a iu betwen Tuchik: Khan able cats ee ora 
the road to Rashes latter to Qual Queban (tho War Attaton os 
Farge one na ones at fo come Over tothe age of chy estat of th ite 
roe a Rah ohare 
(of Regt i Fedued following to th 
oaks 


2P 


15, 1921, 


Gover 

















Qurban to hand over. to him 
Qual Qurbas, on his_ part 
i@_guna that he hed in the 
‘and Controller of 
tar of the Gi ‘Neither sgreed to 

comply wi took place. 

sn the 4 Qual 
with him at Kasioa. ested 

On the 2nd October Khan sent 
and opened fire on the town h Ki 
Of Qualu Qurban. Cater 0 
The house of Sirdar Motanin 
western outskirts 0 Resht, which 
usta Queban.  ‘Thirkeen men were 
By Kuchile Khan's men. 

Gonoral fighting now took plice 
aul thone af Qual Qusbaan, which Taste 
‘of the town joined 

Fa eiuning of the xd Ootober the Belting ceased. 

nnd evacuated Reabt, 
i including Sarkhosh, Commissar of Tistic and 
naluing uli was wounded, and later died. 


jo Reaht between the, followers of Kush Khan 
Sateen hours, Some of the Toeal inhabitants 
Kuchik Khan released 


Jdquarters, Persian 
‘vith hig mien to 


Government, troops, on the 
‘© Government against 
jis news in ‘Tehran, Yo 
War Minister settled 
om the #nutl 


Khun. 
Miniiter, Rez Khan, enter 
Mt Kuchike Klan is in progress 
i aetale\ull, 1s omnes of Rotstein 


han been appointed Governor of Reshts 


Mazanderan, 

5, Bandari: Report from, Bandar-i-Gax, dated the Toth Ootober, states that 

the Mn a2 Raper’, eoming inte hostile to the Belson ils, 

FBxport of vice aud other foodst ote ued to be ayatemntically carricd oat 

seein tive Caspian ports by the oficials of the ‘Riasian Foreign Trade Departinent. 

sjbulaléon the 7th October anit completely surprised 

 icives, who. were to have, been park 0 

“two hundred and fitt 
keilled or wounded. a 


Azerbaijan. 

7. Urunia.—Simh 
the garrison, The lat 
The foree to operate against ‘Siml 
+ revon ave reporved to have expel 
eh raissionary, in tho town wae 
erg eanitions, including one gun, andl fo 
sd a he town in he digeetion of Usui i 
rae the cer commanding wendarmerie # Suojialak « short: while 96 
ta eurdinh chiefs to dinner and the: the juurty 
Heanee gayid Tab ig reported to have assgted Simko itt 
Thar ently strengthened: bis postion, and it ix evident tha 
va cote a abr i quite inadequate eal with him 


ko attacked Sa 
tier consisted of 700 ge 
ko under Colonel Lundberg, 

‘and remainder to be 
re nsgimko captured: oll the gendarmerie te 
“after collecting the spoils he 


This action ix stated to 


iF machin guns. 
inyit 


The reason {OF 


vrcahously arrest 
‘his suonessful venta 
tthe gem 


3, Balk ‘an extensive anti-Bolshevile rising, wecompa 
fighting in Mai in Reuters, dated the 3rd October, t 

tied by t FAvfogh minor disturliuens «various POT, 
‘Averbai be Blt gecuerence reoently, m0 confirma 
boon recel i rade stated in this report: y 


ed two. of 
yhich 


darwieris force 
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Tiflis His Bei 
7th Octobe igni® Britannic Majesty’ 
Mogoditeh Shalfion ae a ic Majesty's consul at. Tabi 
ian, has just re pee reliable Armen aie Report ated. the 

asra and an Arméni 


Kazvin. 
10. On th 
Natanof, left Rass oooh fs 
his aise ora eve sian oeigu trade ofl 
ge'aoale for exnort te Teen eee iter teae Kusnotzof and 
ia, 1ase of dried fruite 1 
in 


Khorassan 


11, On the 7th October the follow: rsian Gove troops loft Shahroud 
for Mt the 7Eh 0 he f 
lowing: Persian Government, 
I 


OP the Persian Cossucke divi 
1,600 cavalry, - 
600 infin 
8 field guns, 
7 machine suns, 


Gendirmerie— 


200 infantry 
150 cavalry.” 


4, 12 Tha situation fi 
Colonel Mahomed ani 
dérably easier since the death 


ersian Governiiont considerable ans 
erniviont considerable a 
xia 


= me effort 
to chook the flow of 
. : th mee vel flow of 
the preent norton as Cimnseroa i ene 
the sitar of nto lave bee ae oe i ae mca 
given 200 stroke a oe 
was subnidived ec ol ®t io rip as 
oxatein Is coax mn a 
5 Madame Mi 
Madame Minaovs, ono of Rotstin's fh 
cofficials, ott” 
to ot 
fea eu down F 
al on a 
a eduction and redistribution ge tr li 
ae baton of thy Raw ot 
now in 


Aispecined wi 
sponse with nod To of the Russian Logati 


for Russia oj 
mh thee f 
Sinimof, the 11th Ootonee stew have had their services» 


17, The Russi 
seth oul Russian school in 
eo aaber thy Bate it Tehran nde Bolshevi 
nui ea ay ely a ENO vik tao no open ow 
raising i inst Goverument ta ati i nveewsity’ for teaching obildron 
ig all lo i Arvin iil in great tinned di See 
Tebranron the sist mission to ree ah aly dace diction, and has h 
on the 17th 0 Angora, with i psd haha pe'of. 
(7580) Jetober for Angora vik Taka ee ULDowleh in charge, is to 
as inge, leave 
2s 








= 
mS 














20, Changes inthe Cabinet have beew made during, th 
Cabinet, was constructed ou the 9th October, which is stated to be less 


inister of Finance. 
ter for Foreign Affairs, 
Amir Aslam ter of Instruction. 
‘Amid-es-Saltaneb ; ‘of Sustice, 
Shabab-ed-Dowleh: Mi 
Nayer-os-Sultan; Minister of Public Works. 


South Persia, 

21, ‘Tho disbandinent of the South Persian Kifles is proceeding satisfactorily, The 
final disbandinent is expeoted to be completed by the 27th October. After this date 
Headquarters will move. trom Shirez to Bushite, where they, nre to resnin until sll 
raattars relating to the final liquidation of the force are settled, 


M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant. 


Peliran, October 1, 1921. 





(B 14216/2/34] No, 104. 


Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Receiced December 28.) 


No. nay 
alegea hig.) Rte 
‘LL Government ebooks closed for lack of funds, 


Dine sctions in gendasneris, ple ‘and Cossacks sre demanding aerears of 
ny fom Minister of War, aud threaten disturbances in the town falling bis 


tomplia 
Ml 


‘Tehran, Deceniber 26, 1921, 


ier of War Is béon shueply rebuked by the Shab for assumption of 
Giotatorial powers and interference in civil administratio 





[B 14184/14164/84] No. 195. 
Sir Pu Loraine to the Marquess Curson of Keileaton.—(Reecived December 28.) 
(No, 715. 
R __ Tehran, December 27, 12. 


(loge , 

Yan agrosmont inade last simmer with Pine Minister, Imperial Banke of 
Persia unlerteok to furnish oredite to. finance purchases of genin’ required to food 
‘Tobran population under the personal super of Belgian Customs: director. 
Feerae ee ttow practically exhausted, av now deliveries ecimot be paid for unless ban 
reerea the funds, Seourity is genin itself, advances being repaid gradually as rait is 
wail here, Syston has worked satisfactorily vo far. To cover the prevent contracts 
390,000 fomans are required, Bank will not saake udvance without express sanction of 
His Majesty's Government. 

Tf fond supplies run out the danger of xerious disturbances is obvious. ‘To withhold 
crodita would undoubtedly cimbarrass Goverument- gravely, but I ain strongly averse 
fron using, auch a lover, which would injure the innocent far more than the guilty 

Theale suggest authorising bank to finance the present contracts on following 
conditions: — 

1, Couitorsignnture by Minister of Finauee of agreement made with Prime 
Minister, 

2, Guarantee that validity of agreement wll no impugned by Medjliss 
F Guenuites that no other authority: but M. Molitor shall have the handling of 


‘The matter requires immediate settlement to avert dangerous situation, wud T boy 
for instructious at your earliest convenience. 





[E 14289/76/34) 


me P. Loraine to the 
o. 717. 
(Received December 291) 


Peiran, Deceniber 28, 1921, 
discussed with him to-day conditions ‘of 
8, 


On essence. of conditi 
of ots Gorenee Tae but 

ther reflection; = 
ting. valid. concessiang ” 


request T agai 
gram No 46 


(oe my 





(E 14093/76/34) 


r) No. 197. 
The Marqu fi 
(No, ra) quess Curzon of Keileston to 


(olegraphic) 

OUR tt 

ae clara No. 825 0f 2a 
tate for’ the ‘inde 

will certainly take no 

informing the United Sta 


am tic 
the present Pera 6 


Sit A. Geddes (Washington), 


The Marquess 
(No. 489,) quess Curzon of Kedleston to 


Mieke phic.) 
OUR pri 
We 

far, appeared gy euidon the’ pouition 
group, Inviow of th sn undoubtedly ae ea 
Which you ew! the Persian Gove pein 
Matamoros the: Poraa Governmen  st 


wa io 
based 


Sir. Loraine (Dehran), 


telegeam of 25rd Decombee elt Olive, Desentor 30, 192, 
Crow hoah eae 


er to Si 
Pe + Khombturin 


Govemments vil 
's wie which i 
setae Nes a 
empany to 
ape the ifs nls contentions nt He 
Areas 3 mI il 
osiion inthe United Stet N°: 825, whi 


(Repeated to Washington, No. 740,) 


No. 199, 


The Marquess Curson of Keileston to 


(No, 490, Sit P. Laraine (Vedran), 


Condition o Font No-707 of 3rd Deco Foreign Office, D, 

be an 3 hus achieved its ohres eee » December 24, 193) 

ought to light the fat thay ese MMe, to bing oe 
joverninent. eon 








end) 


101 "310. GuOSa4 a) 





[B 1101/76/34] 
‘The Marquess 


Gurzon of Kedleston to, Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 


Foreign Offiee, December 29, 1921. 
that the Anglo-Persian Oil 


Sree eot ‘do not even cover the 


Imnpetial Bank of Persia 


So. 825 from His Majesty's 
«ee telegram No. 825 from His Majesty's 
va sinee communicated particulars of Persia's 
Sant sae tae of he aomation, 
Tam therefore not apprehensive on this 
ni counting ob ration of the United States 
laying 
For the present you sl : 
Governmut to oblige them tod Retna 
T am certainly not inolined t r Ss, 
futher financial ad 
the Angl 
to vofrain. 


Fortunately for k 
Formac Un th eireumstaties 


inet coming, it is quite po 
lant, bo fortheoming, it 1s: qui 
Fee eg to be nesommedating. 





[H 1azed/14184/34) No. 201. 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to 
{hi ae Foreign Ofice, Decem 


Sir P. Loraine (Lehran). 


‘Tologmphic) Re a ais of wrth December: Grain supplies in Tehran. 
Tr eae en aun tod) and_ strictly 
Fobn age conditions enumerated by: y aes ra 


a ae Sis ity whatever in nogard to this 


T soe no objection i 


ci and Wi 
sali oe Majestyn Government eat 


‘trqnnsnotion: 





No. 202. 


jE 14089/76/34) 
surzon of Kedleston to 


The Marquess 
Aa Foreign Oiftee, Deezmber 20, 1921. 


Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


Pelegraphic. a : , 
CEST agra No, 700 of 2850 DSMDRE op giual candence whi sone 
Tament and Persian Government, 
Yor present uuiatisfactory state of 


iu 1e restoratior 
No one desires more than T- do. the restoration: 0 
time Nk the relations between, His Majenty's Gor 
vit, however, are theinselves entinely repo 


(ons age: held, by you, and authorise 


‘ inl “that negotiations may, 
jotivities of Ministor of Wan ay 
aorieieiment, You realise, of course, that at present y 


Geverent on any poke sethout reference Hone 
(Repeated to’ Lids.) 





————— 


ou, to enter ajon fafermal and 

Loa ‘ i atowr of Prime Miniater’s character an 
frank discussion Gough. its, probable, im view o Erin iy erated by fall of 
pe unk wot coromit Fis Majesty 





[E 14350/8199/94) 


Sir P. Loraine tothe Marquess.Cu 
(No. 718.) 


(Telegraphic, 
“rama & 


120m of Kedleston— (Received December 6 ) 


8, 1921, 
one and 


Congress at, Madrid, 
stor abolished 
are alleged to. bel oie 
definitely. settled. yet, boe 
ian administration iy 


‘oment finds 
put 


offices, 
‘abo 


No indication of princi 

; ion of principle as regards Ayabf 
omitted] t + ards Arabistan i 
seevecnte anna al lrg tn en ep 
ersian Oil Co ry, it with @ view to ensuring facilities se egr ae ieeaaany, 
Company (Goo Ne Berit payment fosteansport of mate hy Hea fee yey 
handed over, Setar alegent No, €08 oF tet November) pot sana eat oe 

AS reganls Gulf post offi Ng 
thew ayitean GalF pout offices Tain informed thut under Mndvid Cage. 
ac er tig el Cen ta 
would be in conteatention of Bersiee hy ution which they perform after thou 
monopoly in Persi of Pensiay law of Ramudan 135, (ag nora Mtr that date. 
fetal ooatertae tayd cae med by Balginn By a Re postal 
bags from and to Fitish Indian mail-ships in Gule ne Andon. 
ris Raman oliver them to: Persinn post: office in ule penta 9 see wal 

rom 


confirniation or otherwise fe 
from 
vermont of Todia mga fa 
feet, and no 


responding 
fallin tha sured 
by at Teast, 60,000. ta i 
sont ening reply to this telegra 8 
(Sent to India ; repeated to dad, No, 428; Bushis N 169.) 


ae 


[E 6/6/34) a 


Sir P. Loraine to the 


(So 719} 
‘legraphic.) 
FOLLOWING fasts ind i eee i 
Conteal Go VANG ‘iets indicate « syattmatio attack on Bakhtiar ate 
L. Re p 
Minister, 
2, Impending despateh of 1 
3. Prog itoration 
diatciia Batberud and Chapla 


Marquess Curson of Kedleston—(Reveivod Desemben 31) 


lacement of Bakhtinti G 
Placement of Balkhtinti Governors of Iraq and Yeu) by fiends of Prine 








| FSS Se E 
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Khon will certainly seek Legation’s advice, They. will probably say that, if we 
stand ilu f they are quite capable of looking after themselves, In that Saves Tshall 
fay tbat we will not take sides and counsel moderation, but an expression of your views 
*8y The ory helpful. Ulterior object of Persian Government is no doubt ¥0 get their 
Cossacks down to cilfields. 


(Sent to India ; repeated to Bushire and Ahwaz.) 


[B 7/7/84) No. 205. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received December 31.) 


Tehran, December 29, 1921. 


{E 14147/76/34) No. 206. 


ie ‘he Marquess Curzon of Keileston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
‘0. 496.) 
(Welegraphic. ) Roreign Office, December 30, 1921 
Yo TR telegrain No, 698 of 19th December. 
Toyalty due 3ist March, 74,8831, 
‘Advances by Anglo-Peratun Oil Company, 186,4791. 
Balance plus interest paid to bank, 458,2460. 
Tinperial Bank's advances plus interest, 01,5221, 
‘here is therefore a deficit of 48,2761. 





(E 8/7/84] No. 207. 
Siv P Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reccined December 31,) 


(No. a) 
((Pelegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No. 489 of 29th December. 

‘At ny first interview I pressed Prime, Minister to send me just such « reasoned 
statement containing no references to ravions correspondence, and this he undertook 
to do, ‘Two days ago T informed him that His Majesty's Government were ‘convinced of 
validity of concession, and would support it, and that i€ he persisted in the view that 
Persian Government could unilaterally dispose matter in their own fayour he was 
inviting a regular battle between two Governments. 

Tf all reasonable argument fails to. convince Persian Government, I think it 
would be a good move to propose arbitration, og. by. League of Nations, as this would 
UMectively block transfer of concession to, thind ties pending an award, and would 
publicly afford most convincing, proof possible of our fairness and sincerity. 


Telivan, Decoiniber 31, 1921. 


(Very Confidential.) ah é ¢ 
Yehran representative of Anglo-Persian Oil Company thinks personally that ian 
arbitration we should win on pre-constitution firmans, ‘Tut might lose on remaining 
concessions, Please to respect his confidence. 


Se 


0 





